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I. Introduction 

 

Purpose:  

 

To help [us] understand [our] need for the Atonement 

of Jesus Christ and to teach [us] how to receive the 

blessings of the Atonement. 

 

“Setting: 

 

The occasion is a meeting of the people of Nephi in 

the land of Nephi. The speaker is Jacob, the fifth son 

of Lehi, and Nephi’s brother. He is a ‘priest and 

teacher,’ but holds the Melchizedek priesthood. It has 

been approximately 40 years since Lehi left Jerusalem 

and approximately 10-18 years since the separation of 

the Nephites from the Lamanites. 

 

“Outline of Talk: 

   

  “1
st
 day:  

 

*2 Nephi 6-9 

 

“The gathering and scattering of Israel is dependent 

upon the acceptance or rejection of the Redeemer (6:4-

18). It applies to all people collectively and to each 

person individually, hence the reference by Jacob of 

the Isaiah passages in his discussion of the 

Atonement.” (Eric D. Huntsman. Introduction to the 

Book of Mormon (1 Nephi through Alma 29). Provo: 

Brigham Young University, Fall, 2007, 10/10-11/2007). 
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Monte S. Nyman states, 

 

“Jacob states that Isaiah spoke ‘concerning things which 

are, and which are to come’ (2 Nephi 6:4), of his own day 

and of future generations. He also spoke of all the house 

of Israel (2 Nephi 6:5). Therefore, Isaiah’s message is not 

only for the Jews and the Northern Ten Tribes, but also for 

the Nephite-Lamanite nations, and for all the house of 

Israel scattered among the Gentiles as well.” (“Come to 

Understanding and Learn Doctrine,” in The Book of Mormon, 

The Doctrinal Structure. Edited by Monte S. Nyman and 

Charles D. Tate, Jr. Prove, Utah: Religious Studies Center, 

Brigham Young University, 1989, 23). 

 

“Quotations from Isaiah: (7:1-8:25). 
 Isaiah 50 (7:1-11)  An Impenitent Nation and a Willing Servant 

 Isaiah 51 (8:1-23)  God is able to save those who come to Him 

 Isaiah 52 (8:24-25) Let Zion Rejoice 

 

*2Ne.9 – Focus on God’s Plan of Salvation (9:3-24). 

  Important teachings on the resurrection, redemption 

  and Judgment.” (Eric D. Huntsman. Introduction to 

  the Book of Mormon (1 Nephi through Alma 29). Provo: 

  Brigham Young University, Fall, 2007, 10/10- 

  11/2007). 

 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

“Our most explicit teachings on the atonement of Christ are 

in 2 Nephi 2 and 9, and Alma 34” (The Promised Messiah. 

Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co.,1978, 421). 

 

  “2
nd
 day 

 

“*2Ne.10 – Jacob’s sermon applying the Isaiah passages 

           to the Nephites. 

 

“A Branch of Israel is in the promised land (10:1-22) 

Destiny of the Righteous branch (10:1-9) 

Promised land is land of liberty (10:10-14) 

Promises and covenants of the Lord (10:15-22) 

Jacob’s Final plea – Reconcile yourself to God (10:23-

25).” (Eric D. Huntsman. Introduction to the Book of 

Mormon (1 Nephi through Alma 29). Provo: Brigham Young 

University, Fall, 2007. 10/10-11/2007). 
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II. 2 Nephi 6: The People of Nephi Are of the House of 

         Israel 

 

Jacob expresses his concern for the welfare of their souls. 

He had spoken to them on previous occasions regarding 

various topics. (see 2 Nephi 6:3). Today, he spoke to them  

regarding the words of Isaiah, a topic his brother [Nephi] 

has assigned him “that ye may learn and glorify the name of 

God” (2 Nephi 6:4). 

 

2 Nephi 6:5 

 

5 And now, the words which I shall read are they which 

Isaiah spake concerning all the house of Israel; 

wherefore, they may be likened unto you, for ye are of 

the house of Israel. And there are many things which 

have been spoken by Isaiah which may be likened unto 

you, because ye are of the house of Israel. 

 

Jacob reminded the Nephites that they are of the house of 

Israel. He also reminded them that they have a  

responsibility to assist the house of Israel temporally and 

spiritually. 

 

2 Nephi 6:6 

 

6 And now, these are the words: Thus saith the Lord 

God: Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, 

and set up my standard to the people; and they shall 

bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall 

be carried upon their shoulders. 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“Jacob begins quoting Isaiah from the end of Isaiah 49 (22-

26). This chapter was recorded in its entirety in 1 Nephi 

21. Jacob begin by quoting verses 22-23 and then commenting 

on them. Nephi also gave an explanation of their meaning in 

1 Nephi 22:6-9. Nephi explains that the prophecy has both a 

temporal and a figurative or spiritual meaning. The 

temporal meaning is that the Gentiles will gather the house 

of Israel to the land of their inheritance (1 Ne.22:6). The 

spiritual meaning is that the gospel will be restored 

through the Gentiles and be taken to all the house of 

Israel.” www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi6). 

 

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi6
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1 Nephi 22:7-9 

 

7 …the Lord God will raise up a mighty nation among 

the Gentiles… 

8 And after our seed is scattered the Lord God will 

proceed to do a marvelous work among the Gentiles, 

which shall be of great worth unto our seed; 

wherefore, it is likened unto their being nourished by 

the Gentiles and being carried in their arms and upon 

their shoulders… 

9 …unto the making known of the covenants of the 

Father of heaven unto Abraham, saying: In thy seed 

shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. 

 

Marion G. Romney states, 

 

“The Church is the standard which Isaiah said the Lord 

would set up for the people in the latter days. This Church 

was given to be a light to the world and to be a standard 

for God’s people [House of Israel] and for the Gentiles to 

seek to.” (Conference Report, April 1961, 119). 

 

2 Nephi 6:8-9 

 

8 …For behold, the Lord has shown me that those who 

were at Jerusalem from whence we came, have been slain 

and carried away captive. 

9 Nevertheless, the Lord has shown unto me that they 

should return again… 

 

Following the deportation of the Jews from Jerusalem 

initially in 596 B.C. and then again in 586 B.C., Jacob 

learned, just as did Jeremiah, that the Jews would return 

to rebuild Jerusalem (see Jeremiah 29:10). 

 

George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl state, 

 

“It is more than probable that the Lord gave Jacob a vision 

of this second deportation shortly after it had taken place 

in the year 586 B.C., as he gave Lehi a vision of the first 

deportation. The Prophet Ezekiel and the captives in 

Babylon were notified by a special messenger of the epochal 

event. (Ezek. 33:21). 

 

“They did return under Zerubbabel in 537 B.C. The 

rebuilding of the temple was begun in 520 B.C., and in 444 

B.C., Ezra read the law in Jerusalem.” (Commentary on the 
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Book of Mormon, Vol. 1. Edited and arranged by Philip C. 

Reynolds. Salt Lake City: Deseret Press, 1965, [1976], 

282). 

 

Jacob continued to share his vision to those gathered. 

 

2 Nephi 6:9 

 

9 …And he also has shown unto me that the Lord God, 

the Holy One of Israel, should manifest himself unto 

them in the flesh; and after he should manifest 

himself they should scourge him and crucify him, 

according to the words of the angel who spake it unto 

me. 

 

Following the return of the Jews to rebuild their temple in 

the city of Jerusalem, the Lord God, the Holy One of 

Israel, should be born and live amongst them. His life 

would be taken by crucifixion.  

 

2 Nephi 6:10 

 

10 And after they have hardened their hearts and 

stiffened their necks against the Holy One of Israel, 

behold, the judgments of the Holy One of Israel shall 

come upon them. And the day cometh that they shall be 

smitten and afflicted. 

 

As a direct result of the Jews rejecting his teachings and  

crucifying the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, the 

prophecy was fulfilled which he had made regarding their 

temple (Matthew 24:2). At the hands of the Romans in 70 

A.D., both the temple and the city of Jerusalem were 

destroyed. This was to be the beginning for the Jews of a 

long history of being “smitten and afflicted” (2 Nephi 

6:10).  

 

2 Nephi 6:11 

 

11 Wherefore, after they are driven to and fro, for 

thus said the angel, many shall be afflicted in the 

flesh and shall not be suffered to perish, because of 

the prayers of the faithful; they shall be scattered, 

and smitten, and hated; nevertheless, the Lord will be 

merciful unto them, that when they shall come to the 

knowledge of their Redeemer, they shall be gathered 

together again to the lands of their inheritance.  
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Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 

 

“Repetitiously we are told in the Book of Mormon that none 

have rights or promises to lands of inheritance until they 

have accepted Jesus as the Christ and accorded their lives 

with his teachings. The return of the Jews to the ancient 

land of Palestine and the creation of the state of Israel 

constituted a marvelous foreshadowing of the fulfillment of 

prophecy. This did not match the vision of Book of Mormon 

prophets, however, who were insistent that the Jews must 

first return to Christ and accept the Holy One of Israel 

before they would have claim upon the covenants made with 

their ancient fathers. (See 2 Nephi 9:2; 10:3-8; 25:12-

19).” (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol.1. 

Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987, [11
th
 Printing, 1999], 

230). 

 

One begins to understand more fully the importance of the 

restoration of the Church of Jesus Christ upon the earth 

with the authority and keys necessary to bring about the 

gathering. Part of this restoration was the organization of 

a worldwide missionary force who are now going forth to 

inform ancient Israel that the promised blessings are now 

available. The gathering of the house of Israel has begun.   

 

2 Nephi 6:14 

 

14 And behold, according to the words of the prophet, 

the Messiah will set himself again the second time to 

recover them; wherefore, he will manifest himself unto 

them in power and great glory, unto the destruction of 

their enemies, when that day cometh when they shall 

believe in him; and none will he destroy that believe 

in him. 

 

The intervention spoken of by Jacob refers to the siege 

that will occur prior to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ 

commonly referred in the LDS Church as the “Battle of 

Armageddon.”  

 

Zechariah 14:2-4 

 

2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to 

battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses 

rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city 
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shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the 

people shall not be cut off from the city. 

3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against 

those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 

4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount 

of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and 

the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof 

toward the east and toward the west, and there shall 

be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall 

remove toward the north, and half of it toward the 

south. 

 

The division of the mount will allow a passage way to 

safety for those who are in danger of being killed.  

 

Doctrine and Covenants 45:51-53 [See also Zechariah 13:6] 

 

51 And then shall the Jews look upon me and say: What 

are these wounds in thine hands and in thy feet? 

52 Then shall they know that I am the Lord; for I will 

say unto them: These wounds are the wounds with which 

I was wounded in the house of my friends. I am he who 

was lifted up. I am Jesus Christ that was crucified. I 

am the Son of God. 

53 And then shall they weep because of their 

iniquities; then shall they lament because they 

persecuted their king. 

 

David B. Galbraith, D. Kelly Ogden and Andrew C. Skinner 

state, 

 

“The Messiah will come just as Judah faces imminent defeat 

at the hands of her enemies. This time he shall come, as 

the scriptures record, in power and great glory and save 

his people from complete annihilation.” (Jerusalem, The 

Eternal City. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1996, 361). 

 

2 Nephi 6:17 

 

17 But thus saith the Lord: Even the captives of the 

mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the 

terrible shall be delivered; for the Mighty God shall 

deliver his covenant people. For thus saith the Lord: 

I will contend with them that contendeth with thee-- 
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Those nations that had gathered against the Jews, sure of 

their victory, will be destroyed and his covenant people 

will come to accept Jesus as their Savior and Redeemer. 

 

III. 2 Nephi 7: An Impenitent [unrepentant] Nation—A 

     Willing Servant 

 

2 Nephi 7:1 

 

1 Yea, for thus saith the Lord: Have I put thee away, 

or have I cast thee off forever: For thus saith the 

Lord: Where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement? 

To whom have I put thee away, or to which of my 

creditors have I sold you? Yea, to whom have I sold 

you? Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold 

yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother 

put away. 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“In this verse, the relationship between the Lord and the 

House of Israel is compared to the relationship between 

husband and wife…The Lord asks the house of Israel if He is 

responsible for the dissolution of the relationship. This 

could be proven if the Israelites had received a bill of 

divorcement. This document was required by the Law of Moses 

to prove a divorce between a man and a woman (see Deut 

24:1-4 and Matt 19:7-8). The rhetorical question posed 

obviously implies that they had received no such document 

because the Lord had not rejected them but that the 

children of Israel had rejected Him.” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi7). 

 

2 Nephi 7:2 

 

2 Wherefore, when I came, these was no man; when I 

called, yea, there was none to answer. O house of 

Israel, is my hand shortened at all that it cannot 

redeem, or have I no power to deliver? Behold, at my 

rebuke I dry up the sea, I make their rivers a 

wilderness and their fish to stink because the waters 

are dried up, and they die because of thirst. 

  

Jeffrey R. Holland states, 

 

“These children [house of Israel] will have a happy home 

and sealed parents yet. In the last days that bill of 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi7
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divorcement [rejection of Christ] again their mother 

[Israel] will be set aside, and so will the demands of any 

creditors. The Lord is in debt to no one, so neither will 

his children be. He alone can pay the price for the 

salvation of Israel and the establishment of Zion. His 

wrath is turned away [against Israel], and he will not 

castoff his bride or allow her children to be sold into 

slavery. 

 

“For as the shortening of his hands, the scriptures 

repeatedly testify that the reach of God’s arm is more than 

adequate, the extent of his grace entirely sufficient. He 

can always claim and embrace the Israel that he loves. In 

spite of their unfaithfulness, his hand remains constant, 

not shortened or slackened or withheld. (Christ and the New 

Covenant. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997, 84-85). 

 

It is important to understand, however, that Israel will 

need to repent of any sins which they are guilty of and 

accept Jesus Christ as their Savior and Redeemer, before 

they can claim their blessings. This is true for all—-

individual, group, or nation. While Christ in his grace 

stands ready and willing to receive all, the demands of 

justice require repentance and acceptance before blessings 

and inheritance can be received. 

 

In the next five verses, Isaiah notes three qualities the 

willing steward possesses. 

 

2 Nephi 7:5 

 

5 The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I was not 

rebellious, neither turned away back. 

  

In this verse, the servant is humble and receptive to the 

word of God. Unlike the unrepentant nation, he puts the 

will of God before his own will.  

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“Isaiah’s imagery is appropriate for us…We are all born in 

a carnal world, essentially spiritually deaf. For worldly 

people have hard hearts, ‘and their ears are dull of 

hearing’ (Acts 28:26). In order to hear the things of the 

Spirit, we must be humble and obedient. When we are, the 

Lord literally opens our ears to the truth. Hence, Jesus 

repeatedly exhorted his listeners, saying, ‘He that hath 
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ears to hear, let him hear’ (Matt 11:15). When this process 

is complete, we can declare as did Isaiah, ‘The Lord God 

hath opened mine ears (to the things of the Spirit), and I 

was not rebellious.’ 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi7). 

 

2 Nephi 7:6 

 

6 I gave my back to the smiter, and my cheeks to them 

that plucked off the hair. I hid not my face from 

shame and spitting. 

 

In this verse, we are taught of the servant’s complete 

willingness to suffer whatever affliction he may be called 

upon to bear. His will is to do the will of the Father at 

whatever cost or pain to himself. 

 

2 Nephi 7:7 

 

7 For the Lord God will help me, therefore shall I not 

be confounded. Therefore, have I set my face like a 

flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. 

 

Regardless of the accusations brought against him, he 

trusts that God will help him and the accusations will not 

be justified against him. He will face his persecutors with 

silent determination, knowing that he is doing the will of 

the Father. 

 

2 Nephi 7:8 

 

8 And the Lord is near, and he justifieth me. Who will 

contend with me? Let us stand together. Who is mine 

adversary? Let him come near me, and I will smite him 

with the strength of my mouth. 

 

As the servant is confronted by his accusers, he knows that 

God is near. Knowing that he is not alone, gives him 

courage and strength even under their examination. The 

servant now determines when will speak and when not.  

 

2 Nephi 7:9 

 

9 For the Lord God will help me. And all they who 

shall condemn me, behold, all they shall wax old as a 

garment, and the moth shall eat them up.   

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi7
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The servant knows of the help that God gives to him. Those 

who condemn him shall eventually die, and then they will 

know of his righteousness and their guilt. 

 

The qualities of worthiness, suffering, and eventual 

vindication are those Jesus Christ exhibited during the 

time of his arrest and condemnation by both the Jews and 

the Romans. He is the example of all godly attributes we 

each strive to obtain. 

 

2 Nephi 7:10-11 

 

10 Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that 

obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in 

darkness and hath no light? 

11 Behold all ye that kindle fire, that compass 

yourselves about with sparks, walk in the light of 

your fire and in the sparks which ye have kindled. 

This shall ye have of mine hand—ye shall lie down in 

sorrow.  

 

The choice is ours. We may choose to walk under the 

direction of God’s light. He will provide us with light, 

even in the darkness, and we will reach our destination in 

safety; or, we may choose to walk in the dim light provided 

by our own limited knowledge and understanding. If we make 

that choice and continue our journey, as the darkness 

comes, our light will not be sufficient to light our path. 

The result will then be that we will lose our way. 

 

IV. 2 Nephi 8 – God is Able to Save Those Who Come to Him 

 

2 Nephi 8:1-3 

 

1 Hearken unto me, ye that follow after righteousness. 

Look unto the rock from whence ye are hewn, and to the 

hole of the pit from whence ye are digged. 

2 Look unto Abraham, your father, and unto Sarah, she 

that bare you; for I called him alone, and blessed 

him. 

3 For the Lord shall comfort Zion, he will comfort all 

her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like 

Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord. Joy 

and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving and 

the voice of melody. 
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Bryan Richards states, 

 

“Since the organization of the church, the saints have been 

the object of persecution and public ridicule. While these 

difficulties may have lessened of late, the lot of the 

latter-day saint continues to be more persecution than 

adoration. Yet, all of these inequities, individually and 

collectively, will be wiped away. Those saints who were 

commanded to build Zion in the 1830’s (see D&C 57 & 63) 

must have been horrified when they were mobbed and driven 

from their Jackson County homes. The promise is, and has 

always been, that the Lord does not expect his saints to 

suffer forever.” (www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi8). 

 

W. Cleon Skousen states, 

 

“This verse (2 Nephi 8:3) was a great comfort to the   

Saints when they were driven out of Missouri and later out 

of Illinois. The Lord assured the Saints that eventually he 

would pour out comfort and blessings upon his people in 

America.” (Isaiah Speaks to Modern Times. Salt Lake City: 

Ensign Publishing Company, 1984, [2
nd
 Edition, first 

printing, February, 1993], 634). 

 

Ezra Taft Benson states, 

 

“We live in a time when the devil is on the loose and is 

working among the Saints to thwart and tear down the work 

of God. But he will not succeed. Individuals may fall and 

there may be those who betray sacred covenants, but the 

kingdom of God will roll forward until it reaches its 

decreed destiny to fill the entire earth. 

 

“I carry in my calendar book a passage of scripture that I 

sometimes use to remind myself and others about the 

eventual outcome of efforts to destroy the Church: No 

weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every 

tongue that shall revile against thee in judgment thou 

shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the 

Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.’ 

(Book of Mormon, 3 Nephi 22:17).” (Come Unto Christ. Salt 

Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1983, 22-23). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi8
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2 Nephi 8:4 

 

4 Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, O 

my nation; for a law shall proceed from me, and I will 

make my judgment to rest for a light for my people. 

 

Orson Pratt states, 

 

“In reference to ‘for a law shall proceed from me,’ asks 

“What law? A law to regulate the nations, a law teaching 

them how to be saved, a law informing the kings and 

emperors and the nobles of the earth how they can save 

themselves and how they can save their dead.” (Journal of 

Discourse, Vol.14. London: Latter-day Saints’ Book Depot, 

1872, 350). 

 

This verse likely has dual meaning. One may involve the 

word of the Lord currently going forth from his restored 

Church through the airwaves as well as by the word of the 

missionaries. The message being sent forth is to declare 

the word of the Lord to the nations and people of the 

earth. Another meaning may have reference to the government 

to be set up under the kingdom of God during the 

Millennium. At that time, all the nations and governments 

of the earth will then be under the political direction of 

the Lord. His word will go forth to all nations of the 

earth.  

 

2 Nephi 8:6 

 

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look upon the 

earth beneath; for the heavens shall vanish away like 

smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment; and 

they that dwell therein shall die in like manner. But 

my salvation shall be forever, and my righteousness 

shall not be abolished. 

 

At the time of the Lord’s Second Coming, all those who have 

chosen to reject the teachings of the Lord and to follow 

Satan will die. The judgments promised of God to the wicked 

will be fulfilled. 

 

2 Nephi 8:11 

 

11 Therefore, the redeemed of the Lord shall return, 

and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy 

and holiness shall be upon their heads; and they shall 
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obtain gladness and joy; sorrow and mourning shall 

flee away. 

 

What a different response by the righteous and those who 

have chosen wickedness when the Lord shall return. As 

previously noted, it will be a day of rejoicing and 

happiness for the righteous; while it will be a day of 

ssorrow and regret for the wicked. All will be given the 

opportunity to make sacred covenants of obedience to the 

Lord or to continue in their own light of knowledge and 

understanding. It is an individual choice between light and 

darkness. 

 

2 Nephi 8:12-13 

 

12 I am he; yea, I am he that comforteth you. Behold, 

who art thou, that thou shouldst be afraid of man, who 

shall die, and of the son of man, who shall be made 

like unto grass? 

13 And forgettest the Lord thy maker, that hath 

stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations 

of the earth, and hast feared continually every day, 

because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were 

ready to destroy?  And where is the fury of the 

oppressor? 

 

During the time when the saints are being persecuted, the 

wicked will taunt them by saying, “Where is your God now? 

Didn’t He promise to protect you?” No doubt, there will be 

many who will tremble under the persecution. Some will  

succumb and deny their faith. Others will hold even tighter 

to the iron rod and their testimony. Even if they are 

called upon to forfeit their lives, they will not deny the 

truth. Not all of the believers will be spared, but those 

who are valiant to their testimonies will yet receive their 

promised blessings.  

 

2 Nephi 8:19-20 

 

19 These two sons are come unto thee, who shall be 

sorry for thee—thy desolation and destruction, and the 

famine and the sword—and by whom shall I comfort thee? 

20 Thy sons have fainted, save these two; they lie at 

the head of all the streets; as a wild bull in a net, 

they are full of the fury of the Lord, the rebuke of 

thy God. 
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These verses had reference to the battle of Armageddon when 

Jerusalem will be under siege by the nations of the earth. 

Two great prophets will prophecy in the streets of 

Jerusalem for three and one-half years.   

 

Revelations 11:2-12 

 

2 …it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city 

shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 

3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and 

they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and 

threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 

4 These are the two olive trees, and the two 

candlesticks, standing before the God of the earth. 

5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out 

of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if 

any man hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 

6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in 

the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters 

to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all 

the plagues, as often as they will. 

7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, 

the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit 

shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, 

and kill them. 

8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the 

great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and 

Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 

9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and 

nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an 

half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put 

in graves. 

10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice 

over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to 

another; because these two prophets tormented them 

that dwelt on the earth. 

11 And after three days and an half the Spirit of life 

from God entered into them, and they stood upon their 

feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 

12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying 

unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to 

heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.   

 

These two prophets will be able to prevent the armies of 

the earth from destroying the remainder of the city. During 

this time, they will also teach the people the truths of 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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Zechariah 13:8-9 

 

8 …two parts [of the inhabitants of Jerusalem] shall 

be cut off and die; but the third shall be left 

therein. 

9 And I will bring the third part through the fire, 

and will refine them as silver is refined, and will 

try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, 

and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and 

they shall say, The Lord is my God.  

 

David B. Galbraith, D. Kelly Ogden, and Andrew C. Skinner 

state, 

 

“The reason one-third of the people will survive this 

catastrophic war is that they, having gone through the 

‘refiner’s fire,’ turn to the Lord.” (Jerusalem, The 

Eternal City. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1996, 360). 

 

After the two prophets have finished their message, they 

will be killed by those who have been trying to kill them 

during this period of time. Their bodies will lie in the 

street and no one will be allowed to bury them. At the 

conclusion of three and half days, they will rise and will 

be taken into heaven. 

 

2 Nephi 8:22-23 

 

22 Thus saith thy Lord, the Lord and thy God pleadeth 

the cause of his people; behold, I have taken out of 

thine hand the cup of trembling, the dregs of the cup 

of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it again. 

23 But I will put it into thy hand of them that 

afflict thee; who have said to thy soul: Bow down, 

that we may go over—and thou hast laid thy body as the 

ground and as the street to them that went over. 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“After the ministry of these two great prophets, the Lord 

will come to fight the battles for the Jews. He will take 

the cup out of their hands and make their enemies drink it. 

As the book of Revelations explains, as soon as the 

prophets are brought back to life, the destructions begin 

to destroy the wicked.” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi8). 

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi8
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Revelations 11:13 

 

13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and 

the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake 

were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were 

affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 

 

2 Nephi 8:24-25 

 

24 Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion; put on 

thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city; 

for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the 

uncircumcised and the unclean. 

25 Shake thyself from the dust; arise, sit down, O 

Jerusalem; loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O 

captive daughter of Zion.  

 

These two verses in 2 Nephi are from Isaiah 52:1-2.  

 

Elias Higbee, in a conversation with Joseph Smith, asked 

him the meaning of these two verses from Isaiah 52. His 

reply is recorded in the Doctrine and Covenants. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 113:7-10 

 

7 Question by Elias Higbee: What is meant by the 

command in Isaiah, 52d chapter, 1
st
 verse, which saith: 

Put on thy strength, O Zion—and what people had Isaiah 

reference to? 

8 He had reference to those whom God should call in 

the last days, who should hold the power of priesthood 

to bring again Zion, and the redemption of Israel; and 

to put on her strength is to put on the authority of 

the priesthood, which she, Zion, has a right to by 

lineage; also to return to that power which she had 

lost. 

9 What are we to understand by Zion loosing herself 

from the bands of her neck; 2d verse? 

10 We are to understand that the scattered remnants 

are exhorted to return to the Lord from whence they 

have fallen; which if they do, the promise of the Lord 

is that he will speak to them, or give them 

revelation. See the 6th, 7th, and 8th verses. The bands 

of the neck are the curses of God upon her, or the 

remnants of Israel in their scattered condition among 

the Gentiles. 
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V. 2 Nephi 9: Through His Atonement, Jesus Christ Offers 

   Redemption From Temporal and Spiritual Death, the 

   Central Event of the Plan of Salvation 

 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

“Our most explicit teachings on the atonement of Christ are 

in 2 Nephi 2 and 9, and Alma 34;…” (The Promised Messiah. 

Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1978, 421). 

 

Jacob shares these teachings that ye [Nephites and others?] 

“might know concerning the covenants of the Lord that he 

has covenanted with all the house of Israel” (2 Nephi 9:1). 

 

2 Nephi 9:2 

 

2 That he has spoken unto the Jews, by the mouth of 

his holy prophets, even from the beginning down, from 

generation to generation, until the time comes that 

they shall be restored to the true church and fold of 

God; when they shall be gathered home to the lands of 

their inheritance, and shall be established in all 

their lands of promise.  

 

Since the time of Adam, God has had a people upon the earth 

with whom he has made sacred covenants. In order for his 

people to understand and make and keep sacred covenants 

with him, he has called prophets to teach them eternal 

truths. Following their acceptance of Jesus Christ and his 

teachings, those of the House of Israel will be qualified 

to receive special blessings promised to the faithful, 

including their inheritance of land. 

 

Jacob taught this truth regarding the atonement of Christ. 

 

2 Nephi 9:5-7 

 

5 Yea, I know that ye know that in the body he [Jesus 

Christ] shall show himself unto those at Jerusalem, 

from whence we came; for it is expedient that it 

should be among them; for it behooveth the great 

Creator that he suffereth himself to become subject 

unto man in the flesh, and die for all men, that all 

men might become subject unto him. 

6 For as death hath passed upon all men, to fulfill 

the merciful plan of the great Creator, there must 

need be a power of resurrection, and the resurrection 
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must needs come unto man by reason of the fall; and 

the fall came by reason of transgression; and because 

man became fallen they were cut off from the presence 

of the Lord. 

7 Wherefore, it must needs be an infinite atonement—

save it should be an infinite atonement this 

corruption could not put on incorruption. Wherefore, 

the first judgment which came upon man must needs have 

remained to an endless duration. And if so, this flesh 

must have laid down to rot and to crumble to its 

mother earth, to rise no more. 

 

It was necessary that a Savior be born into mortality. He 

had to possess the power to die and power over death. When 

Christ was born on earth, he was born of Mary who as a 

mortal was subject to death, and thus must die, and of an 

immortal being, God the Father, from whom he inherited the 

power of life over death. He must also experience mortality 

without committing personal sin. If he were to do so, he 

would then, like each of us, become subject to the same 

penalty imposed by the law of justice which could only be 

satisfied by one who was without sin themselves.  

 

The transgression of the fall was that Eve and then Adam 

partook of the fruit of the tree of good and evil. By doing 

so, they experienced death and could no longer remain in 

the Garden of Eden. If Adam and Eve had not transgressed, 

they would not have been able to have children and we would 

not have been able to experience mortal birth.   

 

Without the willingness of Jesus Christ to pay the debt of 

Adam and Eve’s transgression, which incurred the penalty of 

death, and to provide the gift of resurrection, our bodies 

and spirits would have remained separated forever, never 

again to be united.  

 

Jacob continues. 

 

2 Nephi 9:8-10 

 

8 O the wisdom of God, his mercy and grace! For 

behold, if the flesh should rise no more our spirits 

must become subject to that angel who fell from before 

the presence of the Eternal God, and became the devil, 

to rise no more. 

9 And our spirits must have become like unto him, and 

we become devils, angels to a devil, to be shut out 
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from the presence of our God, and to remain with the 

father of lies, in misery, like unto himself; yea, to 

that being who beguiled our first parents, who 

transformeth himself nigh unto an angel of light, and 

stirreth up the children of men unto secret 

combinations of murder and all manner of secret works 

of darkness. 

10 O how great the goodness of our God, who prepareth 

a way for our escape from the grasp of this awful 

monster; yea, that monster of death and hell, which I 

call the death of the body, and also the death of the 

spirit. 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“Death and hell came into the world through the fall of 

Adam. ‘Death’ refers to physical death, or the separation 

of the body from the spirit; ‘hell’ refers to spiritual 

death, or being cast out of the presence of God. Both death 

and hell would have force upon our souls for eternity if it 

were not for the atonement of Jesus Christ. That is why the 

Book of Revelations explains that the Savior held the keys 

of death and hell. “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and 

behold, I am alive for evermore. Amen; and have the keys of 

hell and of death” (Rev. 1:18). 

 

“Through the atonement death and hell are overcome. Death 

is overcome for all who live on the earth. Hell is overcome 

for all but the sons of perdition (D&C 76:43-44). Even 

those of the telestial kingdom will be redeemed in the due 

time of the Lord (D&C 76:31-44). They also are blessed with 

the ministration of the Holy Ghost and are therefore not 

cast out of God’s presence forever (D&C 76:86). For the 

sons of perdition, it is a different story. They are cast 

out of the presence of God to rule with the devil and his   

angels in eternity (D&C 76:44). 

 

“So, for all but the most wicked—because they were not 

willing to enjoy that which they might have received  

(D&C 88:32)-—mankind is saved from the grips of that awful 

monster. Paul taught that the Lord would reign, till he 

hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that 

shall be destroyed is death (1 Cor.15:260. John makes it 

clear that Death and Hell are overcome at the same time 

when the Savior casts them into the lake of fire (Rev. 

20:12-14)(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi9). 

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi9
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The following chart shows the unconditional results of 

Adam’s Fall and the unconditional blessings of the 

Atonement of Jesus Christ. It also shows the conditional 

results of mankind’s personal fall and the conditional 

blessings of the Atonement of Christ.   

 

Chart 1. The Atonement of Jesus Christ 

 

The Unconditional Results of 

Adam’s Fall 

 

* The earth is in a fallen 

condition. 

 

* Physical death—We have 

mortal bodies that die (2 

Ne.9:6). 

 

* Spiritual death – Because we 

are born into a fallen world, 

we are separated spiritually 

from our Heavenly Father 

(2Ne.9:6). 

The Conditional Results of 

Mankind’s Personal Fall 

 

*As we become accountable 

for our choices, our sins 

make us unworthy to live 

in our Heavenly Father’s 

presence (2Ne.9:16; Mosiah 

16:2-5. 

The Unconditional Blessings of 

the Atonement of Jesus Christ 

 

* All who have ever lived will 

be resurrected with an 

immortal physical body. 

(2Ne.9:10-13; Alma 11:42-43). 

 

*All will be brought back into 

God’s presence for judgment 

(2Ne.9:14-15; Helaman 14:16-

17). 

 

*The earth will be made 

celestial (D&C 88:18-20). 

The Conditional Blessings 

of the Atonement of Christ 

 

 

*If we develop faith in 

Jesus Christ, repent, and 

are baptized, we are 

cleansed from our sins and 

through the gift of the 

Holy Ghost can be 

sanctified and worthy to 

remain in Heavenly 

Father’s presence and 

become as He is (2Ne.9:17-

18; Alma 34:13-17; Moroni 

10:32-33). 

 

Reference: (The Book of Mormon Study Guide. General Editor: 

Thomas R. Valletta. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 2015, 

134).  
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2 Nephi 9:14 

 

14 Wherefore, we shall have a perfect knowledge of all 

our guilt, and our uncleanness, and our nakedness; and 

the righteous shall have a perfect knowledge of their 

enjoyment, and their righteousness, being clothed with 

purity, yea, even with the robe of righteousness. 

 

John Taylor states, 

 

“…Man sleeps the sleep of death, but the spirit lives where 

the record of his deeds is kept—that does not die—man 

cannot kill it; there is no decay associated with it, and 

it still retains in all its vividness the remembrance of 

that which transpired before the separation by death of the 

body and the ever-living spirit. Man sleeps for a time in 

the grave, and by-and-by he rises again from the dead and 

goes to judgment; and then the secret thoughts of all men 

are revealed before Him with whom we have to do; we cannot 

hide them; it would be in vain for a man to say then, I did 

not do so-and-so; the command would be, Unravel and read 

the record which he has made of himself, and let it testify 

in relation to these things, and all could gaze upon it. If 

a man has acted fraudulently against his neighbor—has 

committed murder, or adultery, or any thing else, and wants 

to cover it up, that record will stare him in the face, he 

tells the story himself, and bear witness against himself. 

It is written that Jesus will judge not after the sight of 

the eye, or after the hearing of the ear, but with 

righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with 

equity the meek of the earth. It is not because somebody 

has seen things, or heard anything by which the man will be 

judged and condemned, but it is because of that record that 

is written by the man himself on the tablets of his own 

mind—that record that cannot lie—will in that day be 

unfolded before God and angels, and those who shall sit as 

judges” (Journal of Discourse, Vol.11. London: Latter-day 

Saints’ Book Depot, 1867, 78-79). 

    

2 Nephi 9:15 

 

15 And it shall come to pass that when all men shall 

have passed from this first death unto life, insomuch 

as they have become immortal, they must appear before 

the judgment-seat of the Holy One of Israel; and then 

cometh the judgment, and then must they be judged 

according to the holy judgment of God. 
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Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 

 

“The resurrection precedes the final judgment. In a sense, 

this judgment is a formality so far as concerns assigning 

persons to their respective kingdoms of glory. All who have 

entered mortality will be resurrected, but they will come 

forth with different kinds of bodies—some celestial, some 

terrestrial, some telestial, and some with bodies incapable 

of enduring any degree of glory. The body we receive in the 

resurrection determines the glory we receive in the 

kingdoms that are prepared. [Bruce R. McConkie adds], 

‘The reality is that there will be a whole hierarchy of 

judges who, under Christ, shall judge the righteous. He 

alone shall issue the decrees of damnation for the wicked.’ 

(The Millenial Messiah, p. 520]” (The Doctrinal Commentary 

on the Book of Mormon, Vol.1. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 

1987, [11
th
 Printing, 1999], 243-244). 

 

2 Nephi 9:18 

 

18 But, behold, the righteous, the saints of the Holy 

One of Israel, they who have believed in the Holy One 

of Israel, they who have endured the crosses of the 

world, and despised the shame of it, they shall 

inherit the kingdom of God, which was prepared for 

them from the foundation of the world, and their joy 

shall be full forever. 

 

Here Jacob sets forth those qualities those who will 

inherit the kingdom of God have incorporated into their 

lives. They are righteous, [obedient to all of God’s 

commandments]; They have accepted Christ as their Savior 

and Redeemer and endeavor to become like him; They have 

“endured the crosses of the world, and despised the shame 

of it. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet add, 

 

“Taking up he crosses of gospel discipleship is associated 

with forsaking the ways of the world and centering one’s 

life in Christ…In addition,…are those who have learned to 

ignore the jeering of doubters and whose eyes—single to the 

glory of God—never stray from the course charted by their 

Captain. They care precious little for the acclaims of 

those who worship the world, and they seek only that life 

which is sanctifying and that praise which is heaven sent. 
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Like Lehi, these disciples have partaken of the fruit of 

the tree of life, are aware of the scoffing and enticement 

of those in the great and spacious building, but have 

heeded them not (see 1 Nephi 8:33).” (The Doctrinal 

Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol.1. Salt Lake City: 

Bookcraft, 1987, [11
th
 Printing, 1999], 246). 

 

2 Nephi 9:21-24 

 

21 And he cometh into the world that he may save all 

men if they will hearken unto his voice; for behold, 

he suffereth the pains of all men, yea, the pains of 

every living creature, both men, women, and children, 

who belong to the family of Adam. 

22 And he suffereth this that the resurrection might 

pass upon all men, that all might stand before him at 

the great and judgment day. 

23 And he commandeth all men that they must repent, 

and be baptized in his name, having perfect faith in 

the Holy One of Israel, or they cannot be saved in the 

kingdom of God. 

24 And if they will not repent and believe in his 

name, and be baptized in his name, and endure to the 

end, they must be damned; for the Lord God, the Holy 

One of Israel, has spoken it. 

 

The Holy One of Israel, or Jesus Christ, has prepared the 

way, through his suffering both in Calgary and Golgotha, to 

enable us to return to live with the Father again. As he 

has done his part, we must also do our part. We have faith 

in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and our Savior and 

Redeemer; We seek to repent of our sins; We willingly enter 

into the water of baptism performed by one who holds the 

Holy Priesthood; We receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, 

and, then we strive to live a life of obedience and service 

throughout our lives. Each day we endeavor to be more like 

the Savior in word and deed.  

 

If we choose not to enter into this sacred covenant with 

the Lord, then we knowingly place our personal salvation in 

jeopardy and limit our eternal progression.  
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Chart 2. Summary: Requirements for Receiving All blessings 

and Actions that Prevent us from Receiving All blessing of 

the Atonement.  

 

Requirements for Receiving All 

blessings of atonement 

 

 

* Believe in Jesus Christ, The 

Holy One of Israel and come 

unto Him (2 Ne.9:18, 23-24, 

41). 

 

*Endure the crosses of the 

world and despise the shame of 

the world (2 Ne.9:18,49). 

 

*Hearken to the voice of the 

Lord (2 Ne.9:21) 

 

*Repent, be baptized, and 

endure to the end  

(2 Ne.9:23-24). 

 

* Feast upon that which 

perisheth not (2 Ne.9:50-51). 

 

* Remember the words of God  

(2 Ne.9:52) 

 

*Pray continually and give 

thanks (2 Ne.9:52). 

Actions that Prevent us 

from Receiving All 

blessings of atonement. 

 

* Transgressing the 

commandments and wasting 

the days of our probation 

(2 Ne.9:27,30,38). 

 

* Placing learning, money, 

and other idols above God 

(2 Ne.9:28-30,37,42). 

 

 

*Being spiritually deaf and 

blind (2 Ne.9:31-32). 

 

*Being “uncircumcised of 

heart” (2 Ne.9:33; Gen. 

17:11,14). 

 

* Lying and committing 

murder and whoredoms  

(2 Ne.9:34-36). 

 

Reference: Book of Mormon Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. 

Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints, 1999, 34-35).  

 

Robert L. Millet states, 

 

“Having spoken at length of Jesus Christ and the atonement, 

Jacob then turned his attention to the condemnation of 

specific sins and uttered a series of woes—harsh warnings 

to the Saints.” (“Redemption Through the Holy Messiah,” in 

Studies in Scripture, Vol.7. Edited by Kent P. Jackson. 

Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1987, [Second printing, 

January 1988], 125). 
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2 Nephi 9:27 

 

27 But wo unto him that has the law given, yea, that 

has all the commandments of God, like unto us, and 

that transgresseth them, and that wasteth the days of 

his probation, for awful is his state! 

 

The words of Jacob, I believe, apply to those who are 

members of the Church of Jesus Christ. After having made 

sacred covenants, they commit sins, but do not seek 

repentance regarding their actions. Instead, they continue 

in their disobedience. They planed someday to take the 

necessary steps of repentance and return to full fellowship 

in the church, however, as the months and years pass, they 

take no action. If we do not seek repentance regarding sins 

we commit, it will result in the forfeiture of blessings we 

would have received if we had been more diligent in our 

seeking forgiveness.   

 

2 Nephi 9:28-29 

 

28…O the vainness, and the frailties, and the 

foolishness of men! When they are learned they think 

they are wise, and they hearken not unto the counsel 

of God, for they set it aside, supposing they know of 

themselves, wherefore, their wisdom is foolishness and 

it profiteth them not. And they shall perish. 

29 But to be learned is good if they hearken unto the 

counsels of God. 

 

Ezra Taft Benson states, 

 

“Interestingly the Latter-day Saints must choose between 

the reasoning of men and the revelations of God. This is a 

crucial choice, for we have those within the Church today 

who, with their worldly wisdom, are leading some of our 

members astray. President J. Reuben Clark, Jr., warned that 

‘the ravening wolves are amongst us from our own membership 

and they, more than any others, are clothed in sheep’s 

clothing, because they wear the habiliments of the 

Priesthood…We should be careful of them’ (The Improvement 

Era, May, 1949, 268).” (Conference Report, October, 1967, 

34). 

 

Boyd K. Packer states, 
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“There is almost a universal tendency for men and women who 

are specialists in an academic discipline to judge the 

Church against the principles of their profession. There is 

a great need in my mind for us, as students and as 

teachers, to consciously and continually subjugate this 

tendency and relegate our professional training to a 

position secondary to the principles of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. In other words, rather than to judge the Church and 

its program against the principles of our profession, we 

would do well to set the Church and its accepted program as 

the rule, then judge our academic training against this 

rule.” (“A Dedication—To Faith,” in Speeches of the Year, 

1969. Provo: Brigham Young University, 29 April, 1969, 6). 

 

2 Nephi 9:30 

 

30 But wo unto the rich, who are rich as to the things 

of the world. For because they are rich they despise 

the poor, and they persecute the meek, and their 

hearts are upon their treasures; wherefore, their 

treasure is their god. And behold, their treasure 

shall perish with them also. 

 

Ezra Taft Benson states, 

 

“The two groups who have the greatest difficulty in 

following the prophet are the proud who are learned and 

[the] proud who are rich. The learned may feel the prophet 

is only inspired when he agrees with them otherwise, the 

prophet is just giving his opinion—speaking as a man. The 

rich may feel they have no need to take counsel of a lowly 

prophet.” (“Fourteen Fundamentals in Following the 

Prophet,” in 1980 Devotional Speeches of the Year. Provo: 

Brigham Young University, 1981, 29). 

 

Ezra Taft Benson concludes, 

 

“Pride is concerned with who is right. Humility is 

concerned with what is right.” (Quoted by Spencer J. Condie 

in “Mighty Change of Heart,” in Ensign, November, 1993, 

16). 

 

2 Nephi 9:31-32 

 

31 And wo unto the deaf that will not hear; for they 

shall perish. 
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32 Wo unto the blind that will not see; for they shall 

perish also. 

 

Jacob is not speaking to those who are physically deaf or 

blind, but instead to those who are spiritually limited in 

that they have ears, but do not hear, have eyes, but do not 

see. While there is no doubt that being deaf or blind is a 

serious impairment in an individual’s life, it may not be 

as serious as being spiritually blind or deaf. When we 

depart from this mortal world, all imitations to our 

physical body will be corrected. Our resurrected body will 

be without flaw and function perfectly. There is, however, 

no compensatory promise for those who suffer spiritual 

limitations, including blindness and deafness, especially 

if they choose not to correct these areas during their 

mortal life. Without attention to their spiritual 

limitations, it is certain that the individual will lose 

important blessings in the lifehere after. 

 

2 Nephi 9:33 

 

33 Wo unto the uncircumcised of heart, for a knowledge 

of their iniquities shall smite them at the last day.  

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 

 

“Those who have put on Christ are expected to put off the 

natural man (Mosiah 3:19). To be circumcised of heart is to 

have cut away the impediments that bring impurity. It is to 

yield one’s heart to God, who is the source of eternal 

life.” (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol.1. 

Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987, [11
th
 Printing, 1999], 

256). 

 

When we one enters the waters of baptism into the Church of 

Jesus Christ, they are completely immersed under the water. 

If this does not occur for any part of the individual’s 

body, the baptism must be repeated. In order for the 

baptism to be accepted, it must involve the complete 

immersion of the individual. Two witnesses stand by the 

font who are responsible to verify that complete immersion 

occurred. One of the symbolic covenants of this action, I 

believe, is that its representation of the complete and 

total commitment each individual makes to God the Father in 

the Name of Jesus Christ and by the power of the Holy 

Ghost, to be pure in word and deed from that day forward. 

God the Father promises that through the blood of Jesus 
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Christ all our previous sins are forgiven and washed away. 

We in turn promise that we will continue to remain pure and 

clean. Because we are the weak link in this covenant, God 

has provided us the principle of repentance which is 

essential to our being able to keep our covenants. He has 

also provided the Sacrament for us. (Each Sunday, as we 

partake of the sacrament, we renew the promises we made at 

our baptism. We covenant anew as we partake of the sacred 

elements of bread and water, symbolic of the body and blood 

of Jesus Christ, we will strive to keep his commandments.) 

He promises to bless us with His Spirit. In this manner, 

each Sunday, we again yield our hearts to God. 

 

2 Nephi 9:34-38 

 

34 Wo unto the liar, for he shall be thrust down to 

hell. 

35 Wo unto the murderer who deliberately killeth, for 

he shall die. 

36 Wo unto them who commit whoredoms, for they shall 

be thrust down to hell. 

37 Yea, wo unto those that worship idols, for the 

devil of all devils delighteth in them. 

38 And, in fine, wo unto all those who die in their 

sins; for they shall return to God, and behold his 

face, and remain in their sins. 

 

In each instance, the penalty for the actions of lying, 

murder, violators of the law of chastity, and idol 

worshippers, applies to individuals who are unrepentant. 

They are aware of the seriousness of their sins, but take 

no action by abstaining from their abhorrent behavior. They 

seem to believe that they are a law unto themselves. They 

appear to give no thought to the consequences God has 

imposed upon those who ignore his commandments. The day of 

judgment will come. Everyone will then be held accountable 

for their unremorseful actions.   

 

2 Nephi 9:40 

 

40 O, my beloved brethren, give ear to my words. 

Remember the greatness of the Holy One of Israel. Do 

not say that I have spoken hard things against you; 

for if ye do, ye will revile against the truth; for I 

have spoken the words of your Maker. I know that the 

words of truth are hard against all uncleanness; but 
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the righteous fear them not, for they love the truth 

and are not shaken. 

 

When I am not guilty of the sins that are being addressed 

in the scriptures or by the Prophet, I am able, with 

comfort, to enjoy their words of counsel and admonition. My 

attitude changes when I am guilty of the sins being 

addressed. As I reconsider the counsel, and remember the 

Lord loves me and wants the very best for me in my life, 

then I am able to take the necessary steps towards 

improving my behavior. I am sure that my initial, 

contentious response brings delight to Satan and his 

servants. If I were to continue to allow my disgruntled 

attitude to fester, then I may delay, or worse, not take 

the steps needed toward improving my life. I may even come 

to question the words of the scriptures or the Prophet in a 

misguided effort to diminish their importance to me. If I 

withdraw from reading the scriptures or listening to the 

words of the Prophet, I am hurting myself as I am moving 

closer toward heeding the desire of Satan, rather than the 

Lord. Jacob is reminding each of us that we are making a 

crucial choice when we judge the truth to be hard. 

 

2 Nephi 9:41 

 

41 O then, my beloved brethren, come unto the Lord, 

the Holy One. Remember that his paths are righteous. 

Behold, the way for man is narrow, but it lieth in a 

straight course before him, and the keeper of the gate 

is the Holy One of Israel; and he employeth no servant 

there; and there is none other way save it be by the 

gate; for he cannot be deceived, for the Lord God is 

his name.  

 

The way to return to Our Father in Heaven has been clearly 

marked by those whom he has called as his Prophets and 

Apostles. He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to pay the price 

that we could not pay so that there would be no impediments 

to our making the return journey to be with Him again. The 

choice is ours. Are we willing to put off the natural 

man/women and become a man or woman of Christ. If we are, 

our Savior stands ready to help us meet the challenges and 

adversities of life, despite our weaknesses and 

imperfections. If we are willing to make a sincere effort, 

regardless of how limited it is, He is prepared to make up 

the difference. Our part of the agreement includes our 

being willing: To accept Jesus Christ as Our Savior and 
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Redeemer; To enter into and keep sacred covenants; To 

repent as we error, and, To serve our fellow men throughout 

our lives. We can then, through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

return to live with Our Father in Heaven forever. 

 

2 Nephi 9:45-46 

 

45 O, my beloved brethren, turn away from your sins; 

shake off the chains of him that would bind you fast; 

come unto that God who is the rock of your salvation. 

46 Prepare your souls for that glorious day when 

justice shall be administered unto the righteous, even 

the day of judgment, that ye may not shrink with awful 

fear;… 

 

Jacob has seen the Savior and heard his voice. He knows the 

joy that comes from being clean in mind and heart. He has 

felt the love of the Lord. His desire is that that each of 

us will also have this experience. 

 

2 Nephi 9:50-51 

 

50 Come, my brethren, every one that thirsteth, come 

ye to the waters; and he that hath no money, come buy 

and eat; yea, come buy wine and milk without money and 

without price. 

51 Wherefore, do not spend money for that which is of 

no worth, nor your labor for that which cannot 

satisfy. Hearken diligently unto me, and remember the 

words which I have spoken; and come unto the Holy One 

of Israel, and feast upon that which perisheth not, 

neither can be corrupted, and let your soul delight in 

fatness. 

 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

“Salvation is available to all men, not just a select few 

of the Gospel.’ (Third Article of Faith). God is no 

respecter of persons: ‘he inviteth them all to come unto 

him and partake of his goodness; and he denieth none that 

come unto him, black and white, bond and free, male and 

female; and he remembereth the heathen; and all are alike 

unto God, both Jew and Gentile.’ (2 Ne. 26:33). The eternal 

call of the Eternal God is: ‘Ho, every one that thirsteth, 

come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 

buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money 

and without price’ (Isa. 55:1), for ‘salvation is free!’ (2 
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Ne. 2:4).” (Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, Vol.3. Salt 

Lake City: Bookcraft, 1973, [9
th
 Printing, 1975], 416-417). 

 

2 Nephi 9:53 

 

53 And behold how great the covenants of the Lord, and 

how great his condescensions unto the children of men; 

and because of his greatness, and his grace and mercy, 

he has promised unto us that our seed shall not 

utterly be destroyed, according to the flesh, but that 

he would preserve them; and in future generations they 

shall become a righteous branch unto the house of 

Israel.  

 

Jeffrey R. Holland states, 

 

“The Atonement was the foreordained but voluntary act of 

the Only Begotten Son of God in which He offered His life 

and spiritual anguish as a redeeming ransom for the effect 

of the fall of Adam upon all mankind and for the personal 

sins of all who repent.” (“Atonement of Christ,” in Ensign, 

March 2008, 34). 

 

The Atonement represents not only the love the Savior has 

for each of us, but his complete and unequivocal obedience 

to the Father. He did for us what only a God could do. When 

the pain was excruciating, both in the garden and on the 

cross, and He could have said, “It’s enough. I’m not going 

to do it anymore.” He did not. He continued to bear it. He 

did not fail us. Words are not adequate to express my love 

and admiration to Him. He kept his covenant to his Father, 

and us to be Our Savior. Regardless of the pain he 

experienced, He kept His promise.  

 

VI. 2 Nephi 10: The Lord Remembers His Covenants with His 

    People 

 

At the conclusion of Jacob’s remarks on the first day, he 

states, “on the morrow I will declare unto you the remained 

of my words” (2 Nephi 9:54). 2 Nephi, Chapter 10, 

therefore, is a continuation of his message given to the 

Nephites on the second day of the gathering. 

 

2 Nephi 10:2 

 

2 For behold, the promises which we have obtained are 

promises unto us according to the flesh; wherefore, as 
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it has been shown unto me that many of our children 

shall perish in the flesh because of unbelief, 

nevertheless, God will be merciful unto many; and our 

children shall be restored, that they may come to that 

which will give them the true knowledge of their 

Redeemer. 

 

Despite the promises and blessings that were given to the 

Nephites, there were many of their children that rejected 

the teachings of the prophets and perished in unbelief. 

Over the approximate one thousand years of the Nephite 

history, there were various times when they will became 

wicked, along with their Lamanite brothers, and fell away 

from the truth. There was also be a time when the Lamanites  

became righteous and preached to the then wicked Nephites. 

The highlight of their history was when both the Nephites 

and Lamanites lived in peace for nearly 200 years. This was 

the result of the Savior’s appearance and teaching them 

after his resurrection.   

 

Despite their periods of apostasy and wickedness, God was  

merciful to them. Through his prophets, those who repented, 

will again be blessed with a knowledge of the Savior and 

his eternal truths. 

 

2 Nephi 10:3 

 

3 Wherefore, as I said unto you, it must needs be 

expedient that Christ—for in the last night the angel 

spake unto me that this should be his name—-should 

come among the Jews… 

 

“Between B.C. 559 and 545” (see Book of Mormon, 78), those 

who lived in ancient America knew the name of the Holy One 

of Israel as Jesus Christ.  

 

2 Nephi 10:3-5 

 

3 …Christ…should come among the Jews, among those who 

are the more wicked part of the world; and they shall 

crucify him—for thus it behooveth our God, and there 

is none other nation on earth that would crucify their 

God. 

4 For should the mighty miracles be wrought among 

other nations they would repent, and know that he be 

their God. 
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5 But because of priestcrafts and iniquities, they at 

Jerusalem will stiffen their necks against him, that 

he be crucified. 

 

It was necessary for Christ to die. This was the main  

purpose for his birth into mortality. The conditions of 

wickedness had deteriorated to the degree among the Jewish 

political and spiritual leaders, where nothing—-not the 

fulfillment of the signs of his birth nor his later 

miracles, his profound teachings, or even the words of 

their valued Prophets as recorded in their scriptures--

would deter their determination to put him to death. For 

them, it was only when it would occur. 

 

2 Nephi 10:6-7 

 

6 Wherefore, because of their iniquities, 

destructions, famines, pestilences, and bloodshed 

shall come upon them; and they who shall not be 

destroyed shall be scattered among all nations. 

7 But behold, thus saith the Lord God: When the day 

cometh that they shall believe in me, that I am 

Christ, then have I covenanted with their fathers that 

they shall be restored in the flesh, upon the earth, 

unto the lands of their inheritance. 

 

As the result of their perverse actions, the Jews, who were 

not destroyed, were scattered among all nations. The day 

will come, however, as they come to accept Jesus Christ as 

the Son of God and their Redeemer, then they will be 

gathered to their lands of inheritance. The perquisite to 

this joyous and anticipated event of gathering is their 

acceptance of the Savior and his Gospel and their making 

and keeping sacred covenants. 

 

2 Nephi 10:10-14 

 

10 But behold, this land, said God, shall be a land of 

thine inheritance, and the Gentiles shall be blessed 

upon the land. 

11 And this land shall be a land of liberty unto the 

Gentiles, and there shall be no kings upon the land, 

who shall raise up unto the Gentiles. 

12 And I will fortify this land against all nations. 

13 And he that fighteth against Zion shall perish, 

saith God. 
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14 For he that raised up a king against me shall 

perish, for I, the Lord, the king of heaven, will be 

their king, and I will be a light unto them forever, 

that hear my words.  

 

Jacob speaks to those gathered regarding the blessings of 

their land. Those not of the house of Israel, the Gentiles, 

shall be blessed; It will be a land of liberty to the 

Gentiles and there will be no kings; God will protect this 

land from those who would fight against it. Those who seek 

to institute a monarchal government shall perish for Jesus 

Christ is the God of this land.  

 

Spencer W. Kimball states, 

 

“But these promises, glorious though they be, desirable as 

they are, can come only’…if they but serve the God of this 

land who is Jesus Christ…’ (Ether 2:12). There is only one 

way. That infallible cure is simply righteousness, 

obedience, Godliness, honor and integrity. There is no 

other cure. Mountains of arms and ammunitions will not 

guarantee safety, for enemies can also build fortifications 

and missiles and shelters. If we would but believe the 

prophets! For they have warned that if the ‘inhabitants of 

this land are ever brought down into captivity and 

enslaved, it shall be because of iniquity; for if iniquity 

shall abound cursed shall be the land’ (See 2 Nephi 1:7.)” 

(Conference Report, October 1961, 31). 

 

2 Nephi 10:16 

 

16 Wherefore, he that fighteth against Zion, both Jew 

and Gentile, both bond and free, both male and female, 

shall perish; for they are they who are the whore of 

all the earth; for they who are not for me are against 

me, saith our God. 

 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

“Now there neither are nor can be any neutrals in this war. 

Every member of the Church is on one side or the other…We 

are either for the Church or we are against it. We either 

take its part or we take the consequences. We cannot 

survive spiritually with one foot in the Church and the 

other in the world. We must make the choice. It is either 

the Church or the world. There is no middle ground. And the 

Lord loves a courageous man who fights openly and boldly in 
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his army.” (“Be Valiant in the Fight of Faith,” in Ensign, 

November, 1974, 34). 

 

2 Nephi 10:18 

 

18 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, thus saith our God: 

I will afflict thy seed by the hand of the Gentiles; 

nevertheless, I will soften the hearts of the 

Gentiles, that they shall be like unto a father to 

them; wherefore, the Gentiles shall be blessed and 

numbered among house of Israel.  

 

Joseph Fielding Smith states, 

 

“While the tribes of Israel were specially favored…the 

Lord…took means to include the nations of the Gentiles 

within the pale of these blessings given to Abraham, by the 

scattering of his children, thus sprinkling his blood among 

the Gentiles entitled them to the privileges of the sacred 

covenants which were conferred upon Israel, but, of course, 

on their worthiness. Moreover, the Lord provided in the 

blessing to Abraham that the pure Gentiles who had none of 

the blood of Abraham in their veins, should also partake of 

the blessings of Abraham through obedience by the principle 

of adoption.” (Restoration of All Things. Salt Lake City: 

Deseret Book Co., 1973, 159). 

 

2 Nephi 10:19 

 

19 Wherefore, I will consecrate this land unto thy 

seed, and them who shall be numbered among thy seed, 

forever, for the land of their inheritance for it is a 

choice land, said God unto me, above all other lands, 

wherefore I will have all men that dwell thereon that 

they shall worship me, saith God. 

 

The area known as North and South America is the “choice 

land…above all other lands” (2 Nephi 10:19) as declared by 

the Lord to Jacob. It had previous been declared to both 

Lehi and Nephi and will later be declared to the Brother of 

Jared. (See 1 Nephi 2:20; 13:39 [Nephi]; 2 Nephi 1:5 

[Lehi]; 2 Nephi 10:19 [Jacob] as well as Ether 1:42 

[Brother of Jared]. The United States of America was given 

special attention by the Lord for when the time came for 

the restoration of His church in the latter-days, 

everything would have been prepared for this event to 

occur. It was in Salt Lake City where the headquarters of 
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the World-Wide Church was established. From here, the word 

of the Lord would go forth to all the world.  

 

2 Nephi 10:20-22 

 

20 And now, my beloved brethren, seeing that our 

merciful God has given us so great knowledge 

concerning these things, let us remember him, and lay 

aside our sins, and not hang down our heads, for we 

are not cast off; nevertheless, we have been driven 

out of the land of our inheritance; but we have been 

led to a better land, for the Lord has made the sea 

our path, and we are upon an isle of the sea. 

21 But great are the promises of the Lord unto them 

who are upon the isles of the sea; wherefore as it 

says isles, there must needs be more than this, and 

they are inhabited also by our brethren. 

22 For behold, the Lord God has led away from time to 

time from the house of Israel, according to his will 

and pleasure. And now behold, the Lord remembereth all 

them who have been broken off, wherefore he 

remembereth us also. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 

 

“As Jacob pondered the scriptures under the tutelage of the 

Holy Ghost, he realized that Isaiah’s reference to Israel’s 

being scattered upon the “isles of the sea” extends beyond 

that of Lehi’s family coming to the New World. We know not 

how many righteous men like Lehi may have been directed by 

the Lord to take their families and migrated to the various 

corners of the earth, but we do know that the gathering of 

Israel will involve virtually every land and isle upon the 

face of the earth.” (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of 

Mormon, Vol. 1. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987, [11
th
 

Printing, 1999], 270). (See also 2 Nephi 29:7).  

 

2 Nephi 10:23 

 

23 Therefore, cheer up your hearts, and remember that 

ye are free to act for yourselves-—to choose the way 

of everlasting death or the way of eternal life. 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“Christ’s infinite atonement frees us from the fall of Adam 

and allows us to exercise our agency in choosing right and 
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wrong. The term, ‘free agency’ is redundant. It is not 

found in the scriptures. Rather, the scriptures use the 

term ‘agency of man’ (PGP, Moses 4:3). People only remain 

free as long as they exercise this agency wisely. Lehi 

makes it clear that if they choose the plan of Satan, they 

are choosing captivity and death (2 Nephi 2:27). Thus, the 

wicked voluntarily give up their freedom so that Satan can 

drag them down to his miserable level…It is only through 

serving the Lord that we remain free, for we are able to 

avoid the bondage of sin and the captivity of the devil.” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi10). 

 

It is important that we be free to choose and to accept the 

consequences of our choice. It was this right that would 

have been taken from us had we rejected the Father’s Plan 

and accepted the plan that Lucifer offered. Lucifer’s 

proposal was to take away our right to choose as mortals 

thereby eliminating the possibility that we would not 

choose correctly once we were upon the earth. His plan was 

that none would be lost, for he would force all to be 

obedient. Because of the value the Father placed upon 

choice, he knew that some, if given the freedom of choice, 

would not choose to return to live with Him again. In view 

of this concern, His plan required a Savior who would give 

his life in order to make it possible so that all who would 

choose to accept his offering and make and keep his 

commandments, would be given the opportunity to return to 

live with the Father again. Those of us who are here with 

mortal bodies, chose to follow the Father’s Plan. It is 

here and now that we are again making a choice.    

 

2 Nephi 10:24 

 

24 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, reconcile 

yourselves to the will of God, and not to the will of 

the devil and the flesh; and remember, after ye are 

reconciled unto God, that it is only in and through 

the grace of God that ye are saved. 

 

It is essential that we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior 

and Redeemer. Then, gladly, we will submit ourselves to 

following the steps he has marked in order for us to return 

back to the Father’s presence. If we do so, He will 

willingly grant us His grace as He then serves as our 

advocate before the Father. (See D&C 45:3-5). 

 

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Nephi10
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VII. Conclusions 

 

As we reflect upon the teachings we have received from 

Jacob, we have truly been blessed by his words of counsel, 

direction, and admonition. Let us review a few of his 

teachings.  

 

In Chapter Six, speaking to the Nephites, he reminded them 

that they are of the house of Israel. As a result they will  

receive special blessings. They also have responsibilities 

they must fulfill. One responsibility involves the 

gathering of those of the house of Israel who have been 

scattered throughout the earth so they also can receive the 

blessings the Lord has for them. He noted that the 

scattering of the Jews would be the result of their having 

smitten, afflicted, and crucified the Holy One of Israel. 

In Chapter 10, verse 3, the Holy One of Israel is 

identified by the angel as being Jesus Christ. Jacob notes 

that the main gathering for the Jews would be at the 

conclusion of the battle of Armageddon.  

 

In Chapter Seven, Jacob notes the rejection of the Lord is 

likened to a divorce in marriage. The Lord, however, did 

not reject Israel, it was she who rejected Him. In time, 

Israel will be gathered into the gospel of Jesus Christ and 

as she accepts him and repents of her sins, she will 

receive all the blessings she has been promised. However, 

only those who are humble and obedient will be able to 

endure the light he has to offer. 

 

In Chapter Eight, at the time of the Millennium, the 

persecution of those who are members of the Church of Jesus 

Christ will end. The wicked will be killed and the 

righteous will receive the blessings reserved for those who 

are obedient.  

 

In Chapter Nine, Jacob teaches the basic principles of the 

Atonement. He discusses the fall of Adam and Eve and what  

occurred as a result of their transgression and rejection 

from the Garden of Eden. We learn the consequences of their 

actions including the blessings they received. This is 

clarified in Chart 1. Atonement of Jesus Christ. We learn 

that Jesus Christ suffered for all mankind and because of 

his death, all will live again. Based upon our individual 

acceptance of Jesus Christ as Our Savior and Redeemer and 

our subsequent repentance and making and keeping sacred 
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covenants, we may qualify to return to live again with Our 

Father in Heaven. 

 

Those who reject the Savior and his gospel will not qualify 

for the blessings they would have received had they chosen 

to accept Him. By rejecting the Savior and his gospel, they  

chose to follow Satan and join with his minions in battle 

against the disciples of Christ.  

 

Jacob speaks of the spiritually blind and deaf and those 

who procrastinate their repentance. By so doing, they 

forfeit blessings which they would have received had they 

taken the steps of repentance. 

 

In Chapter Ten, Jacob speaks of the land of North and South 

America as being a choice land. If the population of this 

land continues to honor Jesus as the King of the land, and 

they keep his commandments, special blessings are given to 

them. If they reject his promises, they will then, over 

time, lose their blessings. 

 

No one will be neutral in the war that continues here on 

earth between the disciples of Jesus Christ and Satan and 

his minions. If those who have sinned will repent and turn 

to Christ, all may not be lost. Those who continue to 

reject Christ and his teachings have great need to sorrow 

for, in time, they will receive their judgment. 

 

In the next lesson [BM#09], Nephi discusses several 

chapters of Isaiah [11-25], and likens his prophecies to 

our time. As we come to understand the words of Isaiah, we 

will come to understand that he had a clear vision 

regarding our days. It is for this reason that Nephi 

includes Isaiah’s words in his writings to us.   

   

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


