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I. Introduction 

 

We were first introduced to Jacob and his brother, Joseph, 

just prior to the company boarding the ship heading for the 

promised land. 

 

1 Nephi 18:7 

 

7 And now, my father had two sons in the wilderness; 

the elder was called Jacob and the younger Joseph. 

 

On the ship Nephi had to call his two older brothers to 

repentance becaue of their rude behavior. His brothers 

bound him with cords. (See 1 Nephi 18:9, 11). During this 

time, Lehi and his wife went to their sickbeds, also 

Nephi’s wife and children suffered as a result of the 

brother’s actions. But possibly, Jacob and Joseph suffered 

even more. 

 

1 Nephi 18:19 

 

9 And Jacob and Joseph also, being young, having need 

of much nourishment, were grieved because of the 

afflictions of their mother;… 

 

Jeffrey R. Holland states, 

 

“Thus at a very early age Jacob’s future character and 

unshakable faith were being forged in the furnace of 

affliction…Nephi and Sam, faithful sons of Lehi and Sariah, 

had known something of better times in Jerusalem. In their 

days of trial and deprivation they had more comfortable 

memories to call upon. But Jacob knew nothing of Lehi’s 

prosperity in Jerusalem or of the relative ease which might 

have attended it. He knew only the struggle of the 

wilderness, the challenge of the sea, and the on-going 

drama of good and evil all too frequently personified in 

the lives of two of his own older brothers. 
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“It seems unfortunate that one so young would be deprived 

of so many physical comforts and at the same time suffer 

such wrenching emotional and spiritual conflicts within his 

family. But painful as it was, this was all part of the 

making of a prophet.” (Heroes From the Book of Mormon. Salt 

Lake City: Bookcraft, 1995, [Second Printing, 1998], 34-

35). 

 

In a blessing Jacob received from his father, Lehi, he was 

told these words. 

 

2 Nephi 2:1-2 

 

1 And now, Jacob, I speak unto you: Thou art my first-

born in the days of my tribulation in the wilderness. 

And behold, in thy childhood thou hast suffered 

afflictions and much sorrow, because of the rudeness 

of thy brethren. 

2 Nevertheless, Jacob, my first-born in the 

wilderness, thou knowest the greatness of God; and he 

shall consecrate thine afflictions for thy gain. 

 

C. Terry Warner states, 

 

“In the pitched moral battle that surrounded his childhood, 

he committed himself.” (“Jacob,” in Ensign, October, 1976, 

26). 

 

Despite the adversities Jacob (and Nephi) faced, because of 

his faithfulness and obedience, Jacob was privileged to see 

the Redeemer.  

 

2 Nephi 11:2-3. 

 

2 And now I, Nephi, write more of the words of Isaiah, 

for my soul delighteth in his words. For I will liken 

his words unto my people, and I will send them forth 

unto all my childen, for he verily saw my Redeemer, 

even as I have seen him. 

3 And my brother, Jacob, also has seen him as I have 

seen him;... 

 

C. Terry Warner continues, 

 

“At times unidentified in his life he also enjoyed the 

ministration of angels, heard the voice of the Lord, and 

received ‘many revelations, and the spirit of much 
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prophecy.” (Jacob 1:6; see also 2 Ne. 10:3; Jacob 2:11; 

Jacob 4:6.) (“Jacob,” in Ensign, October, 1976, 26). 

 

  In response to Jacob’s spirituality and his commitment to  

do what is right, he was called by his brother Nephi, to 

serve in the kingdom. Jacob’s ordination to service in the 

kingdom had occurred prior to his addressing the members of 

church. They had now gathered together to hear him speak. 

 

2 Nephi 6:2-3 

 

2 Behold, my beloved brethren, I, Jacob, having been 

called of God, and ordained after the manner of his 

holy order, and having been consecrated by my brother 

Nephi…behold ye know that I have spoken unto you 

exceedingly many things. 

3 Nevertheless, I speak unto you again; for I am 

desirous for the welfare of your souls… 

 

The following outline is provided, highlighting Jacob’s  

service, as noted in the Book of Mormon following his call: 

 

“A. Jacob 1:1-16; 7:1-25. Jacob’s brief 

    characterization of the records which were 

    entrusted him, of his people, and of his ministry. 

 

“B. Jacob 1:17-3:12. Jacob’s sermons against pride and 

    moral impurity. 

  

“C. Jacob 4:1-6:13.  Jacob’s address to people of the 

         future; primarily Zenos’ prophecies and Jacob’s 

         commentary on them. 

 

“D. Jacob 7:1-25. The challenge of Sherem the 

    antichrist and summary remarks on missionary work 

    with the Lamanites. 

 

“E. Jacob 7:26-27. Jacob’s farewell. 

 

“F. Enos 1, 3. Jacob’s influence on Enos, [his son].” 

 

(C. Terry Warner. “Jacob,” in Ensign, October, 1976, 

30). 

 

II. Jacob 1 

 

 



4 

 

Byran Richards states, 

 

“It is important to understand that the next four books, 

Jacob, Enos, Jarom, and Omni, are all written upon the 

small plates that Nephi made thirty years after leaving 

Jerusalem (2 Ne.5:30-32). Jacob did not make his own 

plates—he recorded his prophecies on the plates that Nephi 

had made. These plates are called the plates of Jacob, and 

they were made by the hand of Nephi (Jacob 3:14). These 

plates were filled up by the last of these men, Omni, who 

said, “these plates are full. And I make an end of my 

speaking (Omni 1:30). 

 

“The fact that Nephi entrusted the plates with Jacob 

shows the high regard that Nephi had for the 

prophecies and integrity of his younger brother. These 

plates were designed only for spiritual things, 

considered to be most precious (Jacob 1:2).” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Jacob-1). 

 

Jacob states the purpose of his writings on these plates. 

 

Jacob 1:4 

 

4 And if there were preaching which was sacred, or 

revelation which was great, or prophesying, that I 

should engraven the heads [dominant, important items] 

of them upon these plates, and touch upon them as much 

as it were possible, for Christ’s sake, and for the 

sake of our people. 

 

Both Jacob and his brother, Joseph, had been ordained by 

Nephi “that they should be priests and teachers over the 

land of my people” (2 Nephi 5:26). Jacob states the purpose 

and commandment they had been given by Nephi as they 

labored among the people. 

 

Jacob 1:7-8 

 

7 Wherefore we labored diligently among our people, 

that we might persuade them to come unto Christ, and 

partake of the goodness of God, that they might enter 

into his rest, lest by any means he should swear in 

his wrath they should not enter in, as in the 

provocation in the days of temptation while the 

children of Israel were in the wilderness.  

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Jacob-1
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8 Wherefore, we would to God that we could persuade 

all men not to rebel against God, to provoke him to 

anger, but that all men would believe in Christ, and 

view his death, and suffer his cross, and bear the 

shame of the world; wherefore, I, Jacob, take it upon 

me to fulfill the commandment of my brother Nephi. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 

 

“To suffer the cross of Christ is to be willing to bear the 

burdens of Christian discipleship, particularly of 

crucifying the ‘old man of sin’ and putting on Christ. ‘if 

any man will come after me,’ Jesus taught the meridian 

Twelve, ‘let him deny himself, and take up his cross, is to 

deny himself of all ungodliness, and every worldly lust, 

and keep my commandments.’ (JST, Matthew 16:25-26; cf. 

Matthew 10:38; 2 Nephi 9:18; 3 Nephi 12:30.)” (Doctrinal 

Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol.2. Salt Lake City: 

Bookcraft, 1988, [4
th
 Printing, 1992], 5).  

 

Jacob’s assignment, as given him by Nephi, was to labor 

diligently among the people to bring them unto Christ. 

Believing in Christ for the convert means embracing the 

value and teachings of Jesus Christ as found in the 

scriptures and heeding the counsel of his appointed 

servants, both ancient and modern. When we commit to do so, 

we find ourselves living lives that are in contrast to the 

permissive and hedonistic lifestyle many in the world 

espouse. This was true during Jacob’s lifetime, it is also 

true during our days. 

 

Since the death of Nephi, some changes had come to the 

Nephites. The first change is that whereas Nephi had 

expressed misgivings regarding the monarchial form of 

government (2 Nephi 5:18), he had consented to serve as the 

people requested. Following the death of Nephi, a second 

king reigns. This began the reign of kings. During the 

reign of the second king, the people became wicked. 

 

Jacob 1:15 

 

15 And now it came to pass that the people of Nephi, 

under the reign of the second king, began to grow hard 

in their hearts, and to indulge themselves somewhat in 

wicked practices, such as like unto David of old 

desiring many wives and concubines, and also Solomon, 

his son.  
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16 Yea, and they also began to search much gold and 

silver, and began to be lifted up somewhat in pride.   

 

These three sins, love of riches, pride, and unchasity, are 

contrary to the doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ. If  

these sins are allowed to continue unchecked, they will 

bring about the downfall of the people. 

 

Jacob 1:19 

 

19 And we did magnify our office unto the Lord, taking 

upon us the responsibility, answering the sins of the 

people upon our own heads if we did not teach them the 

word of God with all diligence; wherefore, by laboring 

with our might their blood might not come upon our 

garments; otherwise their blood would come upon our 

garments, and we would not be found spotless at the 

last day. 

 

Some may find the responsibility to be heavy the Lord had 

placed upon his servants to watch over his children and 

when necessary, call them to repentance. Salvation for his 

children is a serious matter. It is imperative his servants 

take their calling serious. If his children are not warned 

regarding their sins, they will not have the opportunity to 

take the steps necessary to put their lives in order. The 

Lord taught the Prophet Ezekiel the importance of his 

giving a voice of warning to the people.  

 

Ezekiel 3:17-19 

 

17 Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the 

house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, 

and give them warning from me. 

18 When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; 

and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn 

the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the 

same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his 

blood will I require at thine hand. 

19 Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from 

his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die 

in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul. 

 

As “a watchman unto the house of Israel” (Ezekiel 3:17), or 

as servants of the Lord, Jacob and Joseph were given the 

responsibility to warn the people of their wickedness. If 

they didn’t, they would share the responsible for the sins 
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they commited. If they fulfilled their duty and warned the 

people, but in turn, they chose not to repent, they alone 

would be held responsible for their sins. The servant would 

not share in their punishment. This responsibility given to 

the Lord’s watchman is an effort by the Lord to give all 

those who sin the opportunity to repent. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:8 

 

8 For it the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who 

shall prepare himself to the battle? 

 

If the individual is not warned, how can he take the 

necessary action of repentance? 

 

The second change Jacob noted is the names whereby the two 

main groups will be referenced. 

 

Jacob 1:14 

 

14 But I, Jacob, shall not hereafter distinguish them 

[various groups of people], by these names, but I 

shall call them Lamanites that seek to destroy the 

people of Nephi, and those who are friendly to Nephi, 

I shall call Nephites, or the people of Nephi, 

according to the reign of the kings. 

 

III. Jacob 2 

 

Jacob 2:2 

 

2 Now, my beloved brethren, I, Jacob, according to the 

responsibility which I am under to God, to magnify 

mine office with soberness, and that I might rid my 

garments of your sins, I come up into the temple this 

day that I might declare unto you the word of God. 

 

The members of the church gathered at the temple in order 

to receive instruction from their prophet Jacob. They 

recognized his calling as an authorized servant of the 

Lord, and were anxious to hear the voice of the Lord 

through his servant. 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“If the temple that Nephi built was fashioned after the 

temple of Solomon, as Nephi says (2 Ne.5:16), then there 
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would have been an outer court, the inner tabernacle, or 

holy place, and the holy of holies… 

 

“If Jacob taught the people in the temple, it makes sense 

that he would have taught them in the outer room 

[courtyard] which represented the telestial kingdom. This 

would have been the only room [courtyard] big enough for a 

large gathering of people. If the Nephites follow the 

pattern of the Jews, then none of the people would have 

been allowed to enter the other parts of the temple unless 

they held the priesthood and were performing specific 

priesthood functions. In the day of Christ, when the Jews 

similarly gathered to hear the teachings of the Savior in 

the temple of Herod, they met in the corresponding outer 

courts.” (www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Jacob). 

 

Jacob 2:4-5 

 

4 For behold, as yet, ye have been obedient unto the 

word of the Lord, which I have [previously] given unto 

you. 

5 But behold, hearken ye unto me, and know that by the 

help of the all-powerful Creator of heaven and earth I 

can tell you concerning your thoughts, how that ye are 

beginning to labor in sin, which sin appeareth very 

abominable unto me, yea, and abominable unto God. 

 

Alma 12:14 

 

14 For our words will condemn us, yea, all our works 

will condemn us; we shall not be found spotless; and 

our thoughts will also condemn us; and in this awful 

state we shall not dare to look up to our God; and we 

would fain be glad if we could command the rocks and 

the mountains to fall upon us to hide us from his 

presence. 

 

During the final judgment, we will be judge by our words, 

desires, and actions, in accordance with the knowledge we 

have receive. It is no wonder that being possessed of sin, 

we will find it most difficult to be in the holy presence 

of one who is without sin. It is likely that our immediate  

desire would be to hide from his presence, but there is no 

place to hide where He cannot see us. It is similar when we 

are in the presence of the Prophet and know that he is 

aware of our thoughts! 

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Jacob
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Jacob 2:8-9 

 

8 And it supposeth me that they have come up hither to 

hear the pleasing word of God, yea, the word which 

healeth the wounded soul. 

9 Wherefore, it burdeneth that I should be 

constrained, because of the strict commandment which I 

have received from God, to admonish you according to 

your crimes, to enlarge the wounds of these who are 

already wounded, instead of consoling the healing 

their wounds; and those who have not been wounded, 

instead of feasting upon the pleasing word of God have 

daggers placed to pierce their souls and wound their 

delicate minds. 

 

It appears that at previous gatherings in the temple, Jacob  

taught them the word of God which has strengthened and 

blessed their lives. Today, he has come “according to the 

strict commands of God” to tell them “concerning their 

wickedness and abominations” (Jacob 2:10).   

 

Jacob 2:12-13 

 

12 And now behold, my brethren, this is the word which 

I declare unto you, that many of you have begun to 

search for gold, and for silver, and all manner of 

precious ores, in the which this land, which is a land 

of promise unto you and to your seed, doth abound most 

plentifully. 

13 And the hand of providence hath smiled upon you 

most pleasingly, that you have obtained many riches; 

and because some of you have obtained more abundantly 

than that our your brethren ye are lifted up in the 

pride of your hearts, and wear stiff necks and high 

heads because of the costliness our your apparel, and 

persecute your brethren because ye suppose that ye are 

better than they.   

 

Jacob began his remarks by indentifying two sins of which 

the people were guilty. The first was their desire for 

riches and the pride that often accompanies this sin. When 

our desire is to obtain the riches of the world so that we 

may be able to partake of the opulent lifestyle that 

surrounds us, we have taken an important step toward 

idolatry.  
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Spencer J. Condie states, 

 

“No,” you are wrong my imaginary friend said to me. “I have 

no golden calf in my home that I bow down to!” I reminded 

my friend of the following excerpt. 

 

“the Bishop asked $500. for the building fund 

And I assured him that new car payments would prevent  

participation at this time. 

 

“…a four bedroom home for four children isn’t adequate. 

And you can’t really have a good party in a living room 

this size. 

It would be nice to have some horses for the kids. 

And so we built the house complete with pool and thanked 

the Lord that we could build a bigger place. 

 

“…of course, the bigger house payments meant my wife had to 

work. 

And with my extra moonlighting and all— 

How could the bishop expect us to work in the Church? 

 

“No, children, with our 400-horsepower commitment and our 

split-level devotion, 

We can be thankful that we’d never worship a golden calf.” 

(Israel, Golden Calves, and Me,” in Ensign, April, 1976,   

 

This excerpt reminds us how easy it is to get caught up in 

the trappings of the world. If our desire for riches or 

indebtedness due to our effort to maintain the lifestyle, 

is keeping us from the worship of God and serving in his 

kingdom, then we have lost our bearings. We have 

substituted the worship of God in order to maintain the 

temporal idols of our life. 

 

In addition, when as a result of our new lifestyle, we also 

neglect the poor and the needy with the assumption that we 

are somehow better than they, we have completely strayed  

off the path leading to the kingdom of God. 

 

Jacob 2:18-19 

 

18 But before ye seek for riches, seek ye for the 

kingdom of God. 

19 And after ye have obtained a hope in Christ ye 

shall obtain riches, if ye seek them; and ye will seek 

them for the intent to do good---to clothe the naked, 
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and to feed the hungry, and to liberate the captive, 

and adminster relief to the sick and the afflicted  

 

When we seek to serve others, including the poor and the 

needy, and build the kingdom of God, we will receive 

riches. More importantly, when we worship God with all our 

heart, and all our might, and with all our strength, we are 

on the path that leads to God’s heavenly kingdom.  

 

Jacob 1:20 

 

20 And now, my brethren, I have spoken unto you 

concerning pride; and those of you which have 

afflicted your neighbor, and persecuted him because ye 

were proud in your hearts, of the things which God 

hath given you, what say ye of it? 

 

Ezra Taft Benson states, 

 

“Essentially, pride is ‘my will’ rather than ‘thy will’ 

approach to life. The opposite of pride is humbleness, 

meekness, submissiveness or teachableness (see Alma 13:28). 

 

“Pride does not look up to God and care about what is 

right. It looks sideways to man and argues who is right. 

Pride is manifest in the spirit of contention. Was it not 

through pride that the devil became the devil? Christ 

wanted to serve. The devil wanted to rule. Christ wanted to 

bring men to where He was. The devil wanted to be above 

men. Christ removed self as the force in His perfect life. 

It was not my will, but thine be done (see Mark 14:36;  

Luke 22:42). 

 

“Pride is characterized by ‘What do I want out of life?’ 

rather than by ‘What would God have me do with my life?’It 

is self-will as opposed to God’s will. It is fear of man 

over the fear of God.” (“Cleansing the Inner Vessel,” in 

Ensign, May 1986, 6-7). 

 

Jacob 2:21 

 

21 Do ye not suppose that such things are abominable 

unto him who created all flesh? And the one being is 

as precious in his sight as the other. And all flesh 

is of the dust; and for the selfsame end hath he 

created them, that they should keep his commandments 

and glorify him forever. 
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Bryan Richards states, 

 

“There are few themes [pride] covered more completely in 

the Book of Mormon. Jacob includes this sermon on pride 

because it applies so well to us. Apparently, the ancient 

prophets who saw our day saw a lot of pride and its 

companions, materialism, envy, and idolatry. As Moroni 

tells us: 

 

Mormon 8:35-37 

 

35 …Jesus Christ hath shown you unto me, and I know 

your doing. 

36 And I know that ye do walk in the pride of your 

hearts; and there are none save a few only who do not 

lift themselves up in the pride of their hearts, unto 

the wearing of very fine apparel, unto envying, 

strifes, and malice, and persecutions, and all manner 

of iniquities… 

37 For behold, ye do love money, and your substance, 

and your fine apparel…more than ye love the poor and 

the needy, the sick and the afflicted. 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Jacob). 

  

Having addressed the sins of wealth and pride, Jacob now 

addresses sexual immorality. Of the three sins Jacob 

addresses, the area of sexual sin under the guise of 

polygamous wives and concubines is the most serious.  

 

Jacob 2:22-24 

 

22 And now I make an end of speaking unto you 

concerning this pride. And were it not that I must 

speak unto you concerning a grosser crime, my heart 

would rejoice exceedingly because of you. 

23 But the word of God burdens me because of your 

grosser crimes. For behold, thus saith the Lord: This 

people begin to wax in iniquity; they understand not 

the scriptures, for they seek to excuse themselves in 

committing whoredoms, because of the thing which were 

written concerning David, and Solomon his son. 

24 Behold, David and Solomon truly had many wives and 

concubines, which thing was abominable before me, 

saith the Lord.    

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/2Jacob
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The sin of the Nephite men was they were seeking to form 

marital relations with other women, besides their legal 

wife, under the mistaken assumption that they were not 

guilty of committing sexual sin. Their rationale was that 

David and Solomon had entered into this practice during 

their lifetime, as recorded in the scriptures, therefore, 

it must be acceptable in God’s sight. Through Jacob, God 

declared that this sin is abominable before Him.  

 

Jacob 2:26-28 

 

26 Wherefore, I the Lord God will not suffer that his 

people shall do like unto them of old. 

27 Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the 

word of the Lord: For there shall not any man among 

you have save it be one wife, and concubines he shall 

have none; 

28 For I, the Lord God, delight in the chasity of 

women. And whoredoms are an abomination before me; 

thus saith the Lord of Hosts.  

 

There have been in times ancient and modern when polygamy 

was practiced by the Saints of God under His direction. 

Abraham himself had more than one wife. This was also the 

case during the early history of the Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-day Saints. In days past, the Lord directed 

Abraham, along with Isaac and Jacob, to receive more than 

one wife.  

 

Doctrine and Covenants 132:34-35 

 

34 God commanded Abraham, and Sarah gave Hagar to 

Abraham to wife. And why did she do it? Because this 

was the law; and from Hagar sprang many people. This, 

therefore, was fulfilling, among other things, the 

promises. 

35 Was Abraham, therefore, under condemnation? Verily 

I say unto you, Nay; for I, the Lord, commanded it.  

 

Through his word to the prophet, the Lord will clarifies 

any exceptions to the people. 

 

Jacob 2:30 

 

30 For if I will, saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up 

seed unto me, I will command my people; otherwise they 

shall hearken unto these things. 
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It is important to understand that when we are commanded by 

the Lord to take an action, even if is contrary to our 

previous understanding of his commandments, we will be 

blessed by complying with the Lord’s directive. Conversely, 

if we take it upon ourselves to act contrary to the Lord’s 

commandments, we will be held accountable for our actions. 

 

Jacob 2:29, 33 

 

29 Wherefore, this people shall keep my commandments, 

saith the Lord of Hosts, or cursed by the land for 

their sakes. 

 

33 For they shall not lead away captive the daughters 

of my people because of their tenderness, save I shall 

visit them with a sore curse, even unto destruction; 

for they shall not commit whoredomes, like unto them 

of old, saith the Lord of Hosts. 

 

The penalty for those who ignore the counsel of the Lord as 

given through his prophet will be the cursing of the land 

and their destruction. 

 

Jacob 2:34 

 

34 And now behold, my brethren, ye know that these 

commandments were given to our father, Lehi; 

wherefore, ye have known them before; and ye have come 

unto great condemnation; for ye have done these things 

which ye ought not to have done. 

 

The guilty participants had sought to rationalize their 

promiscuity based upon the past actions of their 

forefathers. This excuse was without basis. Previously they 

had been taught their actions were prohibited.   

 

Jacob 2:35 

 

35 Behold, ye have done greater iniquities than the 

Lamanites, our brethren. Ye have broken the hearts of 

your tender wives, and lost the confidence of your 

children, because of your bad examples before them; 

and the sobbing of their hearts ascend up to God 

against you. And because of the strictness of the word 

of God, which cometh down against you, many hearts 

died, pierced with deep wounds.  
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Jeffrey R. Holland states, 

 

“In the sermon on chastity, it is particularly revealing 

that Jacob is so sensitive to the women in his audience. 

Whether or not that was a result of having seen his mother 

in anguish over the wickedness of her elder sons we cannot 

know, but it is interesting that in his unflinching 

declaration against sexual transgression Jacob quotes a 

communication from heaven as follows: [Jacob 2:31-33, 35] 

 

“…That is a poetic, profound, ‘piercing’ indictment, and we 

have the feeling here that Jacob understood then what we 

unfortunately understand now--that it is usually (but not 

always) the woman who suffers most in the tragedy of 

unchastity and that usually (but not always) it is the 

transgressing man who causes the ‘sobbings of the [women’s] 

hearts to ascend up to God.” (Heroes From the Book of 

Mormon. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1995, 41). 

 

IV. Jacob 3 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“After having called the wicked to repentance in the last 

chapter, Jacob now consoles and comforts the righteous. 

Jacob had such love for the righteous of his people that 

the thought of enlarging their wounds was a burden to his 

soul…His promise to the righteous is that if they pray with 

exceeding faith, the Lord will console them and comfort 

them. This great promise is available to all who diligently 

seek the Lord.” (www.gosepeldoctrine.com/contents/Jacob3). 

 

Jacob 3:1 

 

1 But behold, I, Jacob, would speak unto you that are 

pure in heart. Look unto God with firmness of mind, 

and pray unto him with exceeding faith, and he will 

console you in your afflictions, and he will plead 

your cause, and send down justice upon those who seek 

your destruction. 

 

As we are confronted with our afflictions, I know that the 

Lord will console us. I have come to understand, however, 

that even for the obedient, like Paul, the Lord does not 

always remove the “thorn” in our side. It is when the Lord 

does not immediately remove my “thorn,” that I recall the 

http://www.gosepeldoctrine.com/contents/Jacob3
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words of the Lord to Alma and his people who had been 

driven into the wilderness by the people of King Noah. 

During this time, the people of Alma were in bondage to 

Amulon who had gained the favor of the Lamanites. Amulon 

had been one of King Noah’s wicked priests and prior to 

Alma’s conversion, he had known Alma. Amulon had been 

appointed a ruler over Alma and his people. Two ways he 

sought to persecute them was to restricted them, on penalty 

of death, from offering vocal prayers and also by placing 

greater physical burden upon their backs. In response to 

the pleading of the people to the Lord, He replied: 

 

Mosiah 24:14 

 

14 And I will also ease the burdens which are put upon 

your shoulders, that even you cannot feel them upon 

your backs, even while you are in bondage; and this 

will I do that ye may stand as witnesses for me 

hereafter, and that ye may know of a surety that I, 

the Lord God, do visit my people in their afflictions.  

 

Notice that the Lord did not release them from bondage, but 

he did strengthen their backs. There are times when the 

Lord does not see fit to remove our thorns. It is on these 

occasions, I plead with him to make my back stronger. I 

desire to learn the lessons, but I need his strength in 

order to be able to go forward in faith.  

 

Jacob 3:2 

 

2 O all ye that are pure in heart, lift up your heads 

and receive the pleasing word of God, and feast upon 

his love; for ye may, if your minds are firm, forever. 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 

 

“To feast upon the love of God is to partake freely of the 

powers of the Savior’s atonement and the blessings of his 

gospel; it is to ‘sing the song of redeeming love,’ to 

glory in the salvation which is his and to eat of that 

bread of life and to drink of those living waters which are 

the food and drink of saved beings.” (Doctrinal Commentary 

on the Book of Mormon, Vol.2. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 

1988, [4
th
 Printing, 1992], 26). 
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It is to know that you are on the path that, if you 

continue to endure in faithfulness, will someday hear the 

words of the Savior, “Well done, thou good and faithful 

servant:…enter thou into the joy of the Lord” (Matthew 

25:21). 

 

Jacob now reminds those that are “not pure in heart…for 

except ye repent the land is cursed for your sakes; and the 

Lamanites,…shall scourge you even unto destruction” (Jacob 

3:4). He also reminds those prideful Nephites that “the 

Lamanities…are more righteous than you;” (Jacob 3:5). They 

are faithful to their wives and children, unlike some of 

the Nephites. Jacob then tells the Nephites that because of 

their obedience to the laws of chastity, they will be 

blessed. 

 

Jacob 3:6 

 

6 And now, this commandment [law of chastity] they 

observe to keep; wherefore, because of this 

observance, in keeping this commandment, the Lord God 

will not destroy them, but will be merciful unto them; 

and one day they shall be a blessed people.   

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“…the Lamanities are more righteous in their family 

relations, for their husbands love their wives, and their 

wives love their husbands. The history of the Book of 

Mormon shows that, in general, the Lamanities were faithful 

to their own family members. The crimes and wickedness of 

which they were guilty were usually directed against 

others.” (www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Jacob3). 

 

Jacob 3:9 

 

9 Wherefore, a commandment I give unto you, which is 

the word of God, that ye revile no more against them 

[Lamanites], because of the darkness of their skins; 

neither shall ye revile against them because of their 

filthiness; but ye shall remember your own filthiness, 

and remember that their filthiness came because of 

their fathers. 

 

When we, like the Nephites, judge another person or race by 

the color of their skin, hygiene, religion, or any other 

pre-conceived aspect of their nature that we consider to be 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Jacob3
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derogatory, we are guilty of prejudice. Each of us are 

children of our Heavenly Father, and it is imperative that 

we understand that our thoughts and actions are an affront 

to God and in desperate need of our repentance. When we 

conduct a thorough introspection of ourselves, we will find 

that we have areas where improvement is needed and where 

our attention would be better spent. One individual stated, 

“If you want to build a better world, build a better you.” 

  

Jacob 3:11 

 

11 O my brethren, hearken unto my words; arouse the 

faculties of your souls; shake yourselves that ye may 

awake from the slumber of death; and loose yourselves 

from the pains of hell that ye may not become angels 

to the devil, to be cast into that lake of fire and 

brimstone which is the second death. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 

 

“The first death, which came upon Adam and Eve after their 

transgression in the Garden of Eden was a spiritual death—

they were cast out of the presence of God and became dead 

as to the things of the Spirit, thus requiring them to be 

born again as to things of righteousness…Those who seek 

deliverance from this death through the atoning powers of 

Christ and the ordinances of salvation are made alive in 

Christ---they live again, are ‘quickened in the inner man.’ 

Those who choose, however, to turn a deaf ear to the words 

of life and reject the counsel of the Lord’s servants shall 

experience a second spiritual death. 

Heleman 14:18-19 

 

18…but whosoever repenteth not is hewn down and cast 

into the fire; and there cometh upon them again a 

spiritual death, yea, a second death, for they are cut 

off again as to things pertaining to righteousness. 

19 Therefore repent ye, repent ye, lest by knowing 

these things and not doing them ye shall suffer 

yourselves to come under condemnation, and ye are 

brought down unto this second death. 

 

“Spiritual death ceases for those spirits who come up out 

of hell [in the spirit world] to receive an inheritance in 

the telestial world [D&C 76:98-112]…eventually all are 

redeemed from spiritual death except those who have ‘sinned 

unto death’ (D&C 64:7), that is, those who are destined to 
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be sons of perdition.” (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of 

Mormon, Vol. 2. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1988, [4
th
 

Printing, 1992], 30-31). 

 

Jacob concludes his voice of warning to the people, both 

righteous and wicked, by “warning them against fornication 

and lasciviousness, and every kind of sin, telling them the 

awful consequences of them.” (Jacob 3:12). 

 

Monte S. Nyman states, 

 

“The specific sins of which he [Jacob] warned his people—

pride and immorality—-are the same sins that our society 

faces today…Ezra Taft Benson has labeled sexual immorality 

as the plaguing sin of this generation (“Cleansing the 

Inner Vessel,” in Ensign, [May 1986]:4). He has also warned 

this generation of pride, calling it, ‘the universal sin, 

the great vice,’ and ‘the great stumbling block to Zion’ 

(“Beware of Pride,’ in Ensign [May 1989]:6-7).” (The Most 

Correct Book. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1991, 34).  

 

Despite the passing of the years, the wickedness of which 

Jacob warned the people continues to be the same issues we 

struggle with today. 

 

V. Jacob 4 

 

Jacob begins this chapter by noting that the record he is 

compiling is engraven on plates. The reason for writing the 

record on plates is no other material would be lasting, and 

would fade away. (See Jacob 4:1-2.) He continues, “we can 

write a few words upon plates, which will give our 

children, and also our beloved brethren, a small degree of 

knowledge concerning us, or concerning their fathers--…we 

labor diligently to engraven these words upon plates, 

hoping that our beloved brethren and our children will 

receive  them with thankful hearts, and look upon them that 

they may learn with joy and not with sorrow, neither with 

contempt, concerning their first parents.” (Jacob 4:2-3).   

 

It is important to Jacob that those who would came after 

him would knew about them and more importantly, concerning 

their first parents. It is assumed that Jacob was referring 

to Adam and Eve. It was through Adam and Eve that the plan 

of salvation was implemented for the blessing of Heavenly 

Father’s children. It was in order to bring about the 

salvation of Adam and Eve, and all their children, that a 
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Savior had been an essential part of the Father’s plan, 

from the very beginning. It was only through Adam and Eve 

partaking of the fruit of good and evil, and being cast out 

of the garden of Eden that they were able to have children. 

It was through the plan of salvation, and Adam and Eve’s 

participation in the plan, that the human race came into 

existence. Without the scriptures that had been maintained, 

including the writings on the brass plates and the record  

of the prophets as recorded on the plates of the Book of 

Mormon, we would have had only a limited knowledge as to 

the events that occurred and why. While it is true that the 

Bible tells us what happened, we must turn to the Book of 

Mormon in order to better understand why it was necessary. 

 

Jacob 4:4 

 

4 For, for this intent have we written these things, 

that they may know that we knew of Christ, and we had 

a hope of his glory many hundred years before his 

coming; and not only we ourselves had a hope of his 

glory, but also all the holy prophets which were 

before us. 

 

Jacob confirms that the Nephites knew of the coming of 

Jesus Christ many years before his birth. He also states 

that all the holy prophets had this knowledge. We look 

backward in history to the fulfillment of Christ’s birth, 

teachings, and atonement, while those in ancient America 

looked forward to the events that would yet occur. 

 

Jacob 4:5 

 

5 Behold, they believed in Christ and worshipped the 

Father in his name, and also we worship the Father in 

his name.  And for this intent we keep the law of 

Moses, it pointing our souls to him; and for this 

cause it is sanctified unto us for righteousness, even 

as it was accounted unto Abraham in the wilderness to 

be obedient unto the commands of God in offering up 

his son Isaac, which is a similitude of God and his 

Only Begotten Son. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 

 

“The law of Moses was the type, Jesus was the antitype; he 

was that toward which all creation looked and waited. The 

law was the symbol, Jesus the ultimate reality toward which 
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it pointed. The law was the means, Jesus the end. These 

simple but pertinent verities are all but lost in the 

Bible, particularly in the Old Testament. Only through 

clarifying and illuminating lenses of the Book of Mormon do 

we come to know that the law was anything more than a 

schoolmaster or teaching device. The law of Moses—including 

the intricate system of animal sacrifices—was the prophecy; 

Jesus was the grand fulfillment of the prophecy. 

 

“’Behold,’ Nephi stated, ‘my soul delighteth in proving 

unto my people the truth of the coming of Christ; for, for 

this end hath the law of Moses been given; and all things 

which have been given of God from the beginning of the 

world, unto man, are the typifying of him’ (2 Nephi 11:4). 

After having explained the need for ‘the great and last 

sacrifice’ of the Son of God, Amulek said, ‘this is the 

whole meaning of the law [of Moses], every whit pointing to 

that great and last sacrifice; and that great and last 

sacrifice will be the Son of God, yea, infinite and 

eternal’ (Alma 34:14).” (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book 

of Mormon, Vol.2. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1988, [4
th
 

Printing, 1992], 34). 

 

Jacob, later in this chapter [Jacob 4:14-17], will address 

why Israel did not understand the purpose of the law of 

Moses and, therefore, denied the divinity of Jesus Christ 

and his atonement. 

 

Because of the knowledge the Nephites had, they understood 

the purpose of the law of Moses was to direct their 

thoughts and actions toward Christ’s final and great 

sacrifice. They also understood why God gave the  

commandment for Abraham to take his son, Isaac, to mount 

Moriah and to sacrifice him. It was to teach Abraham that 

this was in similitude of the sacrifice that God himself 

would make as he offered his only son for all mankind. In 

the circumstances of His son, his life was not spared as 

there was no ram in the thicket!  

 

Melvin J. Ballard states, 

 

“In the case of our Father, the knife was not stayed, but 

it fell, and the life’s blood of His Beloved Son went out. 

His Father looked on with great grief and agony over His 

Beloved Son, until there seems to have come a moment when 

even our Savior cried out in despair: ‘My God, my God, why 

hast thou forsaken me?’ 
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“Oh, in that moment when He might have saved His Son, I 

thank Him and praise Him that He did not fail us, for He 

had not only the love of his Son in mind, but He also had 

love for us. I rejoice that He did not interfere, and that 

His love for us made it possible for him to endure to look 

upon the sufferings of His Son and give Him finally to us, 

our Savior and our Redeemer. Without Him, without His 

sacrifice, we would have remained, and we would never have 

come glorified into His presence. And so this is what it 

cost, in part, for our Father in heaven to give the life of 

His Son unto men.” (Melvin J. Ballard, Crusader for 

Righteousness. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1966, 137). 

 

Jacob 4:6 

 

6 Wherefore, we search the prophets, and we have many 

revelations and the spirit of prophecy; and having all 

these witnesses we obtain a hope, and our faith 

becometh unshaken, insomuch that we truly can command 

in the name of Jesus and the very trees obey us, or 

the mountains, or the waves of the sea. 

 

As a result of their searching the words of the prophets, 

[the scriptures], and heeding the words of the prophets, 

both ancient and current, the Nephites received even 

greater light. Their hope in Christ’s future atonement, and 

their faith increased to the degree that they could perform 

miracles. These blessings are not unique to the Nephites, 

but can also occur in our day when our obedience to the 

words of the prophets and our faith has become firm. 

 

Jacob 4:7 

 

7 Nevertheless, the Lord God showeth us our weakness 

that we may know that is by his grace, and his great 

condescension unto the children of men, that we have 

power to do these things. 

 

It is a sad truth that when God’s chose people are able to 

perform miracles according to the power of God, they tend 

to become prideful. They forget that the power to act in 

God’s name comes from Him, and not from their own 

abilities. When they do so, “the heavens withdraw 

themselves; the Spirit of the Lord is grieved: and when it 

is withdrawn, Amen to the priesthood or the authority of 



23 

 

that man” (D&C 121:37). God has given to each who would 

exercise his power the following reminder. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 121:36 

 

36 That the rights of the priesthood are inseparably 

connected with the powers of heaven, and that the 

powers of heaven cannot be controlled or handled only 

upon the principles of righteousness.  

 

Jacob reminds all people everywhere that the knowledge of 

man is insignificant in contrast to God’s knowledge and “it 

is impossible that man should find out all his ways. And no 

man knoweth of his ways save it be revealed unto him; 

wherefore, brethren, despise not the revelations of God” 

(Jacob 4:8).  

 

Jacob 4:10 

 

10 Wherefore, brethren, seek not to counsel the Lord, 

but to take counsel from his hand. For behold, ye 

yourselves know that he counseleth in wisdom, and in 

justice, and in great mercy, over all his works. 

 

God has called Prophets and Apostles in our day who guide 

and direct his work on the earth, just as He did in days 

past. We have the opportunity today to sustain God’s 

servants when they are presented for a ratifying vote. When 

we sustain our leaders by the appropriate sign, but reject 

them by our actions, we are like ancient Israel. They 

sought the Prophet Samuel that as he grew old they might 

then be ruled by a king. (See 1 Samuel 8:4-6.) Samuel was 

displeased by their request and sought the Lord in prayer.  

 

The Lord told Samuel: 

 

1 Samuel 8:7 

 

7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the 

voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: 

for they have not rejected thee, but they have 

rejected me, that I should not reign over them.  

 

When we reject the counsel of our leaders, we are in fact 

rejecting the will of the Lord. If we do so, we will do so 

at the peril of our own salvation! 
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Boyd K. Packer states, 

 

“Follow the Brethren…If you don’t understand a problem or a 

position of the Church, restrain your tongue. Check the 

mote in your own eye before you criticize…There is nothing 

in your lives that will destroy you if you will follow the 

Brethren. Enough evil doesn’t exist in the world, even if 

were brought together and focused on you, to destroy you 

except you [willingly] consent to it.” (Lucille C. Tate. 

Boyd K. Packer: A Watchman on the Tower. Salt Lake City: 

Bookcraft, 1995, 157). 

 

Jacob 4:11 

 

11 Wherefore, beloved brethren, be reconciled unto him 

through the atonement of Christ, his Only Begotten 

Son, and ye may obtain a resurrection, according to 

the power of the resurrection which is in Christ, and 

be presented as the first-fruits of Christ unto God, 

having faith, and obtained a good hope of glory in him 

before he manifesteth himself in the flesh.   

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“This wording is curious because it implies that the 

individual must be reconciled unto God in order to be 

resurrected. That is not what Jacob meant at all. We know 

that all mankind will be resurrected without so much as 

lifting a finger. What Jacob is saying is that we must be 

reconciled unto God in order to receive the resurrection of 

the first-fruits, ye may obtain a resurrection…and be 

presented as the first-fruits unto God. This phrase, 

‘first-fruits’, applies only to the recipients of the 

Celestial kingdom. Therefore, Jacob is exhorting us to be 

reconciled unto God so that we can obtain the glorious 

resurrection of a celestial heir.” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/4Jacob). 

 

The revelations of Jesus Christ teach that there are three 

degrees of glory. Paul stated: 

 

1 Corinthians 15:40-42 

 

40 There are also celestial bodies, and bodies 

terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, 

and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/4Jacob
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41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of 

the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star 

differeth from another star in glory. 

42 So also is the resurrection of the dead.… 

 

We learn through modern revelation to the Prophet Joseph 

Smith that the glory of the Sun is the Celestial kingdom; 

the glory of the Moon is the Terrestial kingdom; and, the 

glory of the stars is the Telestial kingdom. (See D&C 

76:70-71, 81). Just as the glory of the Sun differs from 

the Moon, likewise the glory of the Moon differs from the 

Stars. Each of us are eligible to receive the highest or 

Celestial glory if we are willing to embrace Jesus Christ 

as our Lord and Savior, and, be obedient to His teachings; 

repent of prior sins, receive baptism, along with the 

laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, and to 

make and keep sacred covenants to the end of our lives as 

we serve others. It is the express desire of both the 

Father and the Son that each of us return home to live with 

them again. 

 

Jacob 4:14 

 

14 But behold, the Jew were a stiffnecked people; and 

they despised the words of plainness, and killed the 

prophets, and sought for things that they could not 

understand. Wherefore, because of their blindness, 

which blindness came by looking beyond the mark, they 

must needs fall; for God hath taken away his plainness 

from them, and delivered unto them many things which 

they cannot understand, because they desired it. And 

because they desired it God hath done it, that they 

may stumble. 

 

In the 1979 Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

Topic Guide, Stiffnecked, Stiffneckedness refers the reader 

to the terms: “Hardheartedness; Rebellion; Stubbornness” 

(Holy Bible. Salt Lake City: Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints, 1979, 500).  

 

These terms are in contrast to the essential qualities 

necessary in order for an individual to receive inspiration 

from the Lord. Combined with despising the words of 

plainness, and killing the prophets who had been sent by 

the Lord to give the children of Israel his word, the 

children of Israel focused on things they could not 

understand. They choose to accept from God only those 
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things which caused them to stumble. The Israelites were 

unable to understand the Law of Moses was designed to 

enable them to recognize their Messiah and his atoning 

sacrifice, in fulfillment of the written words of their 

prophets. Just as previously, the children of Israel had 

killed the prophets, they also held firm to their false 

traditions, rejected the teachings of Jesus Christ, and 

crucified him. Like their forefathers who wandered in the 

desert of Sinai for forty years but never did obtain the 

land of promise, their disobedient children also lost the 

blessings that could have been theirs.   

 

Jacob 4:15-17 

 

15 And now I, Jacob, am led on by the Spirit unto 

prophesying; for I perceive by the workings of the 

Spirit which is in me, that by the stumbling of the 

Jews they will reject the stone upon which they might 

build and have safe foundation. 

16 But behold, according to the scriptures, this stone 

shall become the great, and the last, and the only 

sure foundation, upon which the Jews can build. 

17 And now, my beloved, how is it possible that these, 

after having rejected the sure foundation, can ever 

build upon it, that it may become the head of their 

corner? 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“This scriptural passage is transcendent because it 

prophecies that the Jews will reject the Savior. Granted 

the language is not plain and simple but the meaning is 

unequivocal. The stone is Jesus Christ. It is rejected by 

the builders---the Jews. Yet the rejected stone is to 

become the head of their corner, the chief cornerstone, or 

the great, and the last, and the only sure foundation, upon 

which the Jews can build.” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/4Jacob). 

 

VI. Conclusions 

 

As we reflect upon the lessons we have been taught by 

Jacob, we are grateful for knowledge and understanding of 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. Jacob, like Nephi, had the 

privilege of having seen the pre-mortal Christ.  

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/4Jacob
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In Chapter 1, we learn that before his death, Nephi had 

consecrated Jacob and his brother, Joseph, priests and 

teachers to the people. Jacob states that he and his 

brother took their responsibility seriously to teach and 

instruct the people. (See Jacob 1:7-8). 

 

In Chapter 2, the members have gathered at the temple in 

order to receive instruction from their Prophet and 

teacher. In his discourse to them, he addresses three sins. 

These are (1) The love of riches; (2) Pride; and,  

(3) Sexual immorality, especially plural wives. Jacob 

speaks lovingly, but clearly, to the people regarding the 

seriousness of these sins, especially the last. 

 

In Chapter 3, Jacob speaks words of comfort to the 

righteous, but reminds them the Lamanities are more 

righteous than they, for they are faithful to their wives 

and their children. He notes also that the Nephites are 

guilty of prejudice toward the Lamanities in the area of 

skin color and hygiene. Prejudice in any form is an affront 

to our Heavenly Father as He loves each of his children. 

Jacob then admonishes each of us to live our lives so that 

we do not suffer the second death. This death comes to 

those who reject the words of the Lord and his prophets. 

 

In Chapter 4, Jacob teaches us regarding the importance of 

the scriptures and their purpose to bring us to Christ. 

The Law of Moses was designed to bring the children of 

Israel to Christ. They, however, “killed the prophets, and  

sought for those things which they could not understand” 

(Jacob 4:14). Their “blindness came by looking beyond the 

mark” (Jacob 4:14), resulting in the crucifying of their 

Messiah.   

 

Jacob addresses the insignificance of man’s knowledge in 

comparison to the knowledge of Our Heavenly Father. How 

important it is that we seek to receive his counsel in our 

lives. Today, we are led by Prophets and Apostles who have 

been called by the Lord to direct His Church upon the 

earth. As they speak, under the influence of the Holy 

Ghost, their words are scripture and are the voice of the 

Lord to us. It is important that we follow their counsel. 

 

In the next lesson [BM#13], we will address the Allegory of 

the Olive Tree by the Prophet Zenos. His words, recorded on 

the Brass plates, are included by Jacob for us as members 

of the house of Israel as well as for those Gentiles who 
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will become members by adoption. This allegory is the 

Lord’s answer to his rejection by the Jews. He will not 

forsake them.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


