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I. Introduction 

 

As we begin this era of the Book of Mormon, we realize that 

as a result of the four sons of Mosiah serving a mission to 

the Lamanites, there is no one to succeed Mosiah II as the 

king. King Mosiah II has been a righteous king as was his 

Grandfather, Mosiah, and his father, Benjamin. It is 

therefore, understandable that the people would continue to 

desire to be governed by a monarchy. King Mosiah II 

addressed this matter precipitated by the departure of his 

eligible sons, and proposed a new system of government. We 

will address his proposal and its outcome in Mosiah, 

Chapter 29.  

 

In Alma, Chapter 1, we learn that Alma, the younger, will, 

based upon the voice of the people, simultaneously hold two 

important callings. We will be introduced to Nehor who is a 

Nephite apostate and the first to initiate priestcraft 

among the Nephites. We learn that priestcraft is when “men 

preach to get gain and the praise of the world” (Alma 

1:12). It is a most serious practice. Alma warns that were 

priestcraft to be sanctioned by law, “it would prove [the 

Nephites] entire destruction” (Alma 1:12). 

 

In Alma, Chapters 2 and 3, an individual named Amilici 

refuses to accept the vote regarding kingship. When the 

measure is defeated by the people, he and his supporters 

join the Lamanites and wage war against the Nephi nation. 

In order to set his people apart, they mark their foreheads 

not realizing that by doing so they are fulfilling prior 

prophecy. 

 

In Alma, Chapter 4, the members of the church, as a result 

of their prosperity, become prideful. The number is so 

great that Alma feels the only way he can restore 

righteousness to the church is to dedicate himself to full-
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time service in the ministry. His decision necessitates a 

change in the government. (see Book of Mormon Gospel 

Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake City: The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999, 94).   

  

II. Mosiah 29 

 

With the departure of his four sons to serve missions to 

the Lamanites, King Mosiah II has no one on whom he can 

confer the government. He sent a proclamation throughout 

the land as to whom the people desire to be their king and 

ruler. Their voice is that Aaron, one of the four who is 

serving a mission, serve as their new king and ruler. Aaron 

declined, as do each of his brothers (see Mosiah 29:1-4). 

 

King Mosiah II sent a second proclamation to the people. In 

his letter, he discussed a number of important items. He 

began by stating that if another individual is appointed, 

and his son Aaron returns and seeks to rule, “and draws 

part of the people after him…[then] wars and contentions 

[would result and] be the cause of shedding much blood” 

(Mosiah 29:7). He states, “we have no right to destroy my 

son, neither [do]…we have any right to destroy another if 

he should be appointed in his stead” (Mosiah 29:8). He then 

proposed the monarchy be replaced by a system of judges.  

 

Mosiah 29:11-12 

 

11 Therefore I will be your king the remainder of my 

days; nevertheless, let us appoint judges, to judge 

this people according to our law; and we will newly 

arrange the affairs of this people, for we will 

appoint wise men to be judges, that will judge this 

people according to the commandments of God. 

12 Now it is better that a man should be judged of God 

than of man, for the judgments of God are always just, 

but the judgments of man are not always just. 

 

Mosiah addressed those who desired to continue the 

monarchy. 

 

Mosiah 29:13 

 

13 …if it were possible that you could have just men 

to be your kings, who would establish the laws of God, 

and judge this people according to his commandments, 
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yea, if ye could have men for your kings who would do 

even was my father Benjamin did for this people--I say 

unto you, if this could always be the case then it 

would be expedient that ye should always have kings to 

rule over you.  

 

History has shown that a nation may not always have 

righteous kings to rule over them. When the king is 

unrighteous, then major problems occur for the people. 

 

Mosiah 29:16-19 

 

16 Now I say unto you, that because all men are not 

just it is not expedient that ye should have a king or 

kings to rule over you. 

17 For behold, how much iniquity doth one wicked king 

cause to be committed, yea, and what great 

destruction! 

18 Yea, remember king Noah, his wickedness and his 

abominations, and also the wickedness and abominations 

of his people. Behold what great destruction did come 

upon them; and also because of their iniquities they 

were brought into bondage. 

19 And were it not for the interposition of their all-

wise Creator, and this because of their sincere 

repentance, they must unavoidably remain in bondage 

until now. 

 

Most of the population in the land of Zarahemla had either 

experienced first-hand or heard the report of the actions 

of King Noah and the great wickedness which he exemplified 

and supported in the land of Nephi. Both the people of 

Limhi and Alma had been subjected to great hardship and 

bondage as a direct result of King Noah’s wicked reign.  

 

King Mosiah II reminded the people of the bloodshed that 

had been expended in order to dethrone an iniquitous king. 

He had his guards and he altered the law according to his 

desire and he rejected the commandments of God. By force he  

rid those who opposed him or rebelled against him. Thereby, 

“an unrighteous king doth pervert the ways of all 

righteousness…it is not expedient that such abominations 

should come upon you” (Mosiah 29:23-24). 

 

He stated that the judges who are selected will serve 

according to the voice of the people. They will judge 

“according to the laws which have been given you by our 
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fathers, which are correct, and which were given them by 

the hand of the Lord” (Mosiah 29:25). 

 

Mosiah 29:26-27 

 

26 Now it is not common that the voice of the people 

desireth anything contrary to that which is right; but 

it is common for the lesser part of the people to 

desire that which is not right; therefore this shall 

ye observe and make it your law—-to do your business 

by the voice of the people. 

27 And if the time comes that the voice of the people 

doth choose iniquity, then is the time that the 

judgments of God will come upon you; yea, then is the 

time he will visit you with great destruction even as 

he had hitherto visited this land.  

 

Joseph B. Wirthlin states, 

 

“And if the time comes…That time of iniquity came about 

sixty years later and at several times. In the book of 

Helaman we read that ‘they who chose evil were more 

numerous than they who chose good.’ (Heleman 5:2)” (“Seeds 

of Renewal,” in Ensign, May 1989, 9). 

 

J. Reuben Clark states, 

 

“I have complete confidence in the aggregate wisdom of 

the…people, if they are given and made to understand the 

facts. The wisdom of the mass is always greater than the 

wisdom of the individual or of the group. The few may be 

more subtle, more agile-minded, more resourceful; they may 

for a time push to the front and scamper ahead in the 

march; they many on occasion and for a time entice us down 

the wrong highway at the crossroads. But the great slow-

moving, deliberate-thinking mass plods along over the years 

down the divinely appointed way. Led astray, they slowly, 

cumberously swing back to the right road, no matter what 

the toil or the sacrifice may be, and when they start the 

return, they crush whatever lies in their path. So has 

humanity come up through the ages.” (“Some Factors of A 

Now-Planned Post-War Governmental and Economic Pattern” 

[10/7//43], in Prophets Principles and National Survival. 

Compiled by Jerreld L. Newquist. Salt Lake City: 

Publisher’s Press, 1964, 110.).  
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Joseph B. Wirthlin continues, 

 

“Mr. Frank Stanton, CBS president emeritus, told a Brigham 

Young University audience that network television standards 

will continue to decline because they are based on 

society’s standards. He said, ‘Standards come from the 

audience…; the audience determines the programming and 

program content.’ Further, he said, ‘I believe there will 

be more infractions with respect to immorality and violence 

and it will get a lot worse before it gets better because 

of the changing standards of our society.’ (The Daily 

Universe, Feb. 2, 1989, p.1). What a sad commentary on our 

society!…If television viewing choices serve as a valid 

measure of our society, they who choose evil surely are 

more numerous than they who choose good.” (“Seeds of 

Renewal,” in Ensign, May 1989, 9). 

 

We would do well to heed the words of those who have gone 

before us. God’s promises are sure and only time will tell 

if the majority will yet stand up for what is good as noted 

by J. Reuben Clark, or if the tide will continue moving us 

toward destruction as observed by Joseph Wirthlin. What is 

especially important is where we stand as individuals and 

families.  

 

Mosiah 29:28-29 

 

28 And now if the judges, and they do not judge you 

according to the law which has been given, ye can 

cause that they may be judged of a higher judge. 

29 If your higher judges do not judge righteous 

judgments, ye shall cause that a small number of your 

lower judges should be gathered together, and they 

shall judge your higher judges, according to the voice 

of the people. 

 

Both the lower judges and the higher judges are held 

accountable to their counterpart for any actions of 

impropriety regarding their judgment. 

 

King Mosiah II shared with his people the trial and burdens 

carried by a righteous king on behalf of his people. It was 

therefore his recommendation “that the burden should [now] 

come upon all the people, that every man might bear his 

part” (Mosiah 29:34). 
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Mosiah 29:37-38 

 

37 And now it came to pass, after king Mosiah had sent 

these things forth among the people they were 

convinced of the truth of his words. 

38 Therefore they relinquished their desires for a 

king, and became exceedingly anxious that every man 

should have an equal chance throughout all the land; 

yea, and every man expressed a willingness to answer 

for his own sins.  

 

The people listened to their king. He had led them in 

righteous for many years. They were, however aware, of the 

destruction that could occur when the king was wicked. They 

also welcomed the opportunity to have a greater 

responsibility regarding the governing of the people. 

 

Mosiah 29:40 

 

40 And they did wax strong in love towards Mosiah; 

yea, they did esteem him more than any other man; for 

they did not look upon him as a tyrant who was seeking 

for gain, yea, for that lucre which doth corrupt the 

soul; for he had not exacted riches of them, neither 

had he delighted in the shedding of blood; but he had 

established peace in the land, and he had granted unto 

his people that they should be delivered from all 

manner of bondage; therefore they did esteem him, yea, 

exceedingly, beyond measure.  

 

The people were greatly blessed to have King Mosiah II as 

their king. His government of the people had been an 

example of righteousness. He governed his people under the 

direction of God who was their king. We may, with 

confidence, assume that the system of judges to replace the 

rule of the king was inspired by the Lord. King Mosiah II 

would surely have sought the Lord’s guidance in this most 

important matter 

 

Mosiah 29:41-42 

 

41 And it came to pass that they did appoint judges to 

rule over them, or to judge them according to the law; 

and this they did throughout all the lands. 

42 And it came to pass that Alma was appointed to be 

the first chief judge, he being also the high priest, 

his father having conferred the office upon him, and 
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having given him the charge concerning all the affairs 

of the church. 

 

Alma, the younger, currently serving as the President and 

Prophet of the Church of God in Zarahemla had now been 

elected, by the voice of the people, to serve as the first 

chief judge of the land. We learned at the conclusion of 

the Book of Mosiah that both Alma, his father, and King 

Mosiah II have passed away. The reign of the kings had 

concluded and the reign of the judges had commenced. The 

year, according to the record, was 91 B.C. or “Five hundred 

and nine years from the time Lehi left Jerusalem” (Mosiah 

29:46). The Nephites now reckoned their time by the number 

of years of the reign of the judges, rather than the time 

since Lehi had left Jerusalem.  

 

III. Alma 1 

 

Alma 1:2 

 

2 And it came to pass that in the first year of the 

reign of Alma in the judgment-seat, there was a man 

brought before him to be judged, a man who was large, 

and noted for his much strength.  

 

The charges brought against Nehor included: (1) He spoke 

against the church, “declaring unto the people that every 

priest and teacher ought to become popular”; (2) [The 

teacher and priest] “ought not to labor with their hands, 

but that they ought to be supported by the people; (3) “All 

mankind should be saved at the last day, and they need not 

fear or tremble,…but lift up their heads…for the Lord had 

created all men, and had also redeemed all men; and, in the 

end, all men should have eternal life”; and, (4) While 

contending with a member of the church, Gideon, he had 

“slain [him] by the sword” (Alma 1:3-9).  

 

Hugh Nibley states, 

 

“Next come Nehor, the Great Liberal, ‘declaring unto the 

people that every priest and teacher ought to become 

popular; and they…ought to be supported by the people’ 

(Alma 1:3). This is a familiar ‘liberal’ paradox. The 

liberal is unpretentious and open-minded, just like 

everybody else—-yet he forms a jealously guarded clique for 

the exploitation of the general public, and distinguishes 

sharply between the intellectual class to which he belongs 
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as a special elite and the layman, who is expected to 

support him and to seek instruction at his feet.” (An 

Approach to the Book of Mormon, Vol. 6.  Salt Lake City: 

Deseret Book Co., and Provo, Utah: Foundation for Ancient 

Research and Mormon Studies, 1957, [Third Edition, 1988], 

365). 

 

Bryan Richards adds, 

 

“Let’s look at Nehor’s doctrine on salvation. Every 

carnally minded soul loves this doctrine. In effect, it 

says whatever sin you commit, whatever whoredoms you are 

guilty of do not matter. The sinner and the righteous can 

expect the same reward. What does this doctrine say about 

the atonement? It mysteriously states that the Lord has 

redeemed all men. The doctrine single-handed negates the 

entire plan of salvation. It negates the importance of 

faith in Christ, repentance, baptism and good works. None 

of these are really necessary if the train headed to the 

celestial kingdom is really a free ride…” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Alma-1). 

 

We cannot earn our eternal salvation by our good works, nor 

is it easy. We must strive to make and keep sacred 

covenants, gain control over our carnal desires; and, our 

actions toward others must be kind and considerate. Our 

lifetime desire and effort is to emulate our Savior, Jesus 

Christ, in thought, word and action. This desire will not 

be achieved in a brief time, but instead will take a 

lifetime to accomplish. The change from the natural 

man/woman to the man/woman of Christ will take our 

continued effort. There are no short-cuts. 

 

Alma 1:12, 14-15 

 

12 But Alma said unto him: Behold, this is the first 

time that priestcraft has been introduced among this 

people. And behold, thou art not only guilty of 

priestcraft, but hast endeavored to enfore it by the 

sword; and were priestcraft to be enforced among this 

people it would prove their entire destruction. 

 

14 Therefore thou are condemned to die, according to 

the law which has been given us by Mosiah, our last 

king; and it has been acknowledged by this people; 

therefore this people must abide by the law. 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Alma-1
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15 And it came to pass that they took him; and his 

name was Nehor;…upon the top of the hill Manti, and 

there…[he] did acknowledge…that what he had taught to 

the people was contrary to the word of God; and there 

he suffered an ignominious death. 

 

Webster’s New World Dictionary states, 

 

“ignominious. shameful; dishonourable, disgraceful.” 

(Webster’s New World Dictionary, Third College Edition. New 

York: Prentice Hall, 1988, [Third Edition, 1994], 671). 

 

Though Nehor confessed his falsehood, this did not bring to 

an end to those who followed his beliefs. His teachings 

were too enticing to many who sought a path that required 

less effort and increased acceptance of sins. 

 

Hugh Nibley states, 

 

“Nehor’s teaching caught on, and years later we find one of 

his followers, a judge, using peculiarly brutal and cruel 

methods against those guilty of preaching the old faith 

(Alma 14:15-18). It is significant that the most violent 

and inhuman mass persecutions in history—-those of the 

Church in fourth and fifth centuries, the Mutazilities in 

Islam, and the Inquisition—-were initiated and carried out 

by idealists and intellectuals. Churches of Nehor’s 

persuasion dotted the land as evidence of the popularity of 

his teaching, ‘that God will save all men,’ as well as his 

common-sense rejection of ‘foolish traditions,’ and the 

belief in such things as angels or the possibility of 

prophecy (Alma 21:6-8). It was simply not scientific to 

believe such stuff. To remonstrated with these open-minded 

believers was to incur both their wrath and their mockery 

(Alma 21:10). Now let us recall that it was the 

‘priestcrafts’ of the Jews at Jerusalem that made things 

hard for Lehi in the beginning; when he tried to tell his 

fellow citizens in simple straightforward terms that he had 

seen a vision they ‘did mock him,’ and planned to put him 

to death (1 Nephi 1:19-20).” (An Approach to the Book of 

Mormon, Vol. 6.  Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., and 

Provo, Utah: Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon 

Studies, 1957, [Third Edition, 1988], 366). 
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Alma 1:16 

 

16 Nevertheless, this did not put an end to the 

spreading of priestcraft through the land; for there 

were many who loved the vain things of the world, and 

they went forth preaching false doctrines; and this 

they did for the sake of riches and honor. 

 

19 But it came to pass that whosoever did not belong 

to the church of God began to persecute those that did 

belong to the church of God, and had taken upon them 

the name of Christ.  

20 Yea, they did persecute them and afflict them with 

all manner of words, and this because of their 

humility; because they were not proud in their own 

eyes, and because they did impart the word of God, one 

with another, without money and without price. 

 

In the early days of the restoration, the members of the  

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints were subjected 

to persecution by those who did not act favorably to a new 

faith. As a result, the members, under the direction of 

their leaders, left the homes and farms they had 

established and moved to another area. The states of Ohio, 

Missouri and Illinois all served as early locations of the 

church. Finally, in an effort to find peace from 

persecution and religious freedom, the members moved west 

to the Salt Lake Valley. Unfortunately, as a result of 

bigotry and misunderstanding, the persecution did not end  

then. Throughout the history of the church, the direction 

of the leaders has been for the members to act with 

humility and kindness towards those who have offended them 

and to seek to peacefully resolve misunderstandings and 

differences. Not to react in kind has been the standing 

policy of the church. 

 

Harold B. Lee states, 

 

“To be persecuted for righteousness sake in a great cause 

where truth and virtue and honor are at stake is God-like. 

Always there have been martyrs to every great cause…Much of 

that persecution comes from lack of understanding, for men 

are prone to oppose that which they do not comprehend. Some 

of it comes from men intent upon evil. But from whatever 

cause, persecution seems to be so universal against those 

engaged in a righteous cause…If you stand firmly for the 

right despite the jeers of the crowd or even physical 
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violence, you shall be crowned with the blessedness of 

eternal joy. Who knows but that again in our day some of 

the saints or even apostles, as in former days, may be 

required to given their lives in defense of the truth? If 

that time should come, God grant that they would not fail.” 

(Decisions for successful living. Salt Lake City: Deseret 

Book Co., 1973, [Second Printing 1973], 61-62). 

 

Under King Mosiah II, a proclamation had been sent stating 

“that there should not any unbeliever persecute any of 

those who belonged to the church of God. And there was a 

strict command throughout all the churches that there 

should be no persecutions among them, that there should be 

an equality among all men.” (Mosiah 27:2-3). This law was 

enforced among the citizenry (Alma 1:21), nevertheless, 

“there were many among them who began to be proud and began 

to contend warmly with their adversaries…it was a cause of 

much affliction to the church; yea, it was the cause of 

much trial with the church.” (Alma 1:23). 

 

Not only were those within the church who took physical 

action against others affected by these actions, but it 

also had an effect upon those we were trying to live the 

gospel teachings of respect one for another. 

 

Alma 1:25 

 

25 Now this was a great trial to those that did stand 

fast in the faith; nevertheless, they were steadfast 

and immovable in keeping the commandments of God, and 

they bore with patience the persecution which was 

heaped upon them.    

 

These early saints are an example to each of us. During the 

times of trial and adversity, the best course for us to 

follow is to recommit ourselves to keeping the commandments 

and to endure in patience the persecution we will be called 

upon to bear. If we bear them well, we will be strengthened 

and polished through the refining process. It is not easy 

“to turn the cheek,” when trials of faith come, but in the 

end, they will become blessings in disguise. 

  

Alma 1:26 

 

26 And when the priests left their labor to impart the 

word of God unto the people, the people also left 

their labors to hear the word of God. And when the 
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priest had imparted unto them the word of God they all 

returned again diligently unto their labors; and the 

priest, not esteeming himself above his hearers, for 

the preacher was no better than the hearer, neither 

was the teacher any better than the learner; and thus 

they were all equal, and they did all labor, every man 

according to his strength. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 

 

“In the Lord’s Church the members are a congregation of 

equals; there are no degrees, no academic titles, no 

worldly attainments that separate members of the group. The 

gospel has been restored in our day, for example, that 

every man and woman may speak in the name of God the Lord, 

even the Savior of the world (see D&C 1:20). (Doctrinal 

Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol. 3. Salt Lake City: 

Bookcraft, 1991, [3
rd
 Printing, 1993], 9). 

 

Alma 1:27, 30 

 

27 And they did impart of their substance, every man 

according to that which he had, to the poor, and the 

needy, and the sick, and the afflicted; and they did 

not wear costly apparel, yet they were neat and 

comely. 

 

30 And thus, in their prosperous circumstances, they 

did not send away any who were naked, or that were 

hungry, or that were athirst, or that were sick, or 

that had not been nourished; and they did not set 

their hearts upon riches; therefore they were liberal 

to all, both old and young, both bond and free, both 

male and female, whether out of the church or in the 

church, having no respect to persons as to those who 

stood in need. 

 

One of the characteristics of the Church of Jesus Christ is 

how the members care for the poor and the needy. At this 

time, the church in Zerahemla and the land around, the 

members exemplified the teachings of Christ. They did not 

set their hearts on riches, but they gave assistance to all 

who were in need regardless of their membership in the 

church. Contrast this characteristic compared to those 

possessed by their neighbors who were not members of the 

church.  

 



13 

 

Alma 1:32 

 

32 For those who did not belong to their church did 

indulge themselves in sorceries, and in idolatry or 

idleness, and in babblings, and in envying and strife; 

wearing costly apparel; being lifted up in the pride 

of their own eyes; persecuting, lying, thieving, 

robbing, committing whoredoms, and murdering, and all 

manner of wickedness; nevertheless, the law was put in 

force upon all those who did transgress it, inasmuch 

as it was possible.  

 

One of the differences between those who were members of 

the Church of God and those who were not, came as a result 

of their change in personal focus from the carnal to the 

spiritual. While yet in the world, members choose not to 

give in to the never ending attractions offered in the 

carnal world that are seen as both fleeting and 

unfulfilling. Because of their concern for those around 

them, they seek to see the best in others. This change came 

from within as a result of daily striving to emulate the 

life and teachings of Jesus Christ. Their happiness in life 

comes from keeping the commandments, relationships with 

family and friends, and serving others.  

 

Alma 1:28 

 

28 And thus they did establish the affairs of the 

church; and thus they began to have continual peace 

again, notwithstanding all their persecutions. 

 

Alma 1:33 

 

33 …therefore, there was much peace among the people 

of Nephi until the fifth year of the reign of the 

judges. 

 

IV. Alma 2 

 

Alma 2:1-2 

 

1 And it came to pass in the commencement of the fifth 

year of their reign there began to be a contention 

among the people; for a certain man, being called 

Amlici, he being a very cunning man, yea, a wise man 

as to the wisdom of the world, he being after the 
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order of the man that slew Gideon by the sword 

[Nehor], who was executed according to the law--- 

2 Now this Amilici had, by his cunning, drawn away 

much people after him; even so much that they began to 

be very powerful; and they began to endeavor to 

establish Amlici to be a king over the people.  

 

D. Kelly Ogden and Andrew C. Skinner state, 

 

“Another major challenge to the new governmental system of 

judges surfaced. It seems that in every generation there 

are those who are cunning, worldly wise, eloquent, 

persuasive, and flattering. That appropriately describes 

Sherem (Jacob 7), Nehor (Alma 1), Amlici (Alma 2), and 

Korihor (Alma 30). 

 

“Some kill souls spiritually, other physically. Some do 

both. Amlici was responsible for the deaths of more than 

nineteen thousand people (see also Alma 3:1-3). He did much 

spiritual damage as well.” (Verse By Verse, The Book of 

Mormon, Vol 1. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 2011, 

385). 

 

Alma 2:4 

 

4 Therefore, if it were possible that Amlici should 

gain the voice of the people, he, being a wicked man, 

would deprive them [members] of their rights and 

privileges of the church; for it was his intent to 

destroy the church of God. 

 

The ultimate goal of Amlici was not just to overthrow the 

current system of government and establish a monarch with 

himself as king, an action that could only be accomplished 

by “the voice of the people” (Alma 2:3). It was also “to 

destroy the church of God.” (Alma 2:4). 

 

Alma 2:7-10 

 

7 And it came to pass that the voice of the people 

came against Amlici, that he was not make king over 

the people. 

8 Now this did cause much joy in the hearts of those 

who were against him; but Amlici did stir up those who 

were in his favor to anger against those who were not 

in his favor. 
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9 And it came to pass that they gathered themselves 

together, and did consecrate Amlici to be their king. 

10 Now when Amlici was made king over them he 

commanded them that they should take up arms against 

their brethren; and this he did that he might subject 

them to him. 

 

One of the conditions for a democracy to be successful is 

when the people speak, all candidates agree to accept the 

decision. Amlici was defeated, however, he refused to 

accept the voice of the majority. Following his being 

consecrated king, he ordered his followers to rise in 

rebellion against the rule of the people.   

 

In response to the rebellion incited by Amlici and his 

followers [Amlicites], the Nephites prepared for war. (see 

Alma 2:12-13.) 

 

Alma 2:15 

 

15 And it came to pass that the Amlicites came upon 

the hill Amnihu, which was east of the river Sidon, 

which ran by the land of Zarahemla, and there they 

began to make war with the Nephites. 

 

Amlici, was determined to serve as the king, even if he had 

to do so by the force of the sword. Alma, the younger, was 

not only the chief judge, and the prophet of the church, he  

also took his place as the commanding general of the Nephi 

army. (see Alma 2:16.) 

 

Alma 2:17-18 

 

17 And they [Nephites] began to slay the Amlicites 

upon the hill east of Sidon. And the Amlicites did 

contend with the Nephites with great strength, 

insomuch that many of the Nephites did fall before the 

Amlicites. 

18 Nevertheless the Lord did strengthen the hand of 

the Nephites, that they slew the Amlicites with great 

slaughter, that they began to flee before them. 

  

It appears that initially the Amlicites were having success 

against the Nephites. Then the Lord intervened on behalf of 

his people. The balance of the battle therefore changed and 

the Nephites began to defeat their foes. When their cause 

is just, the children of the Lord are righteous, and have 
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not instigated the battle, they are entitled to receive the 

Lord’s assistance. When the Lord intervenes, there is no 

force, however great, that can stand against him.  

 

Alma 2:19 

 

19 And it came to pass that the Nephites did pursue 

the Amlicites all that day, and did slay them with 

much slaughter, insomuch that there were slain of the 

Amlicites twelve thousand five hundred thirty and two 

souls; and they were slain of the Nephites six 

thousand five hundred sixty and two souls. 

 

Bryan Richards draws the following comparison, 

 

“The battle of Antietam is well known as the bloodiest 

battle in the history of the Civil War. The following is 

taken from an encyclopedic website on Antietam, ‘In the 

ensuing action the Union army suffered about 12,000 

casualties, including 2,108 killed. Lee lost some 25 

percent of his force; at least 2,700 Confederate soldiers 

were killed, and about 10,000 were wounded or missing.’ 

Let’s compare the Nephite Civil War with this bloodiest of 

battles. In the Nephite conflict, there was a total of 

19,094 fatalities. At Antietam, there was a total of about 

4,800 fatalities and many more wounded. By comparison, the 

brutality of the slaughter among the Nephites is truly 

amazing. In World War II, less than 4,000 Allied soldiers 

died on the first day of fighting on the beaches of 

Normandy, June 6, 1944. Yet the Nephites, in brutal hand-

to-hand combat, killed each other on just as large a scale. 

The next battle demonstrates how devastating and gastly the 

Nephite battles were as the banks of the river had to be 

cleared of dead bodies by throwing the bodies of the 

Lamanites…into the waters of Sidon (v.34).” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Alma-2). 

 

The Lamanites now join with “a numerous host of Lamanites” 

and were in the process of killing the Nephite women and 

children as they raced toward the city of Zarahemla for 

protection. The Nephites went to their rescue, however, as 

they were crossing the river Sidon, “the Lamanites and the 

Amlicites, being as numerous almost, as it were, the sands 

of the sea, came upon them to destroy them.” (Alma 2:24, 

27). 

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Alma-2
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Obviously, being greatly outnumbered the battle would have  

been over quickly, except for the blessing of the Lord. 

 

Alma 2:28 

 

28 Nevertheless, the Nephites being strengthened by 

the hand of the Lord, having prayed mightily to him 

that he would deliver them out of the midst of the 

hands of their enemies, therefore the Lord did hear 

their cries, and did strengthen them, and the 

Lamanites and the Amlicites did fall before them.   

 

The best reasoning by the Nephite Generals would have been  

that due to their forces being greatly outnumbered, the  

only option was to seek a peaceful surrender. This battle 

was not, however, being fought by military reasoning alone. 

This was the Lord’s battle and his forces would not be 

defeated, regardless of the numbers of the opposing force. 

 

Alma 2:29-31 

 

29 And it came to pass that Alma fought with Amlici 

with the sword, face to face; and they did contend 

mightily, one with another. 

30 And it came to pass that Alma, being a man of God, 

being exercised with much faith, cried, saying: O 

Lord, have mercy and spare my life, that I may be an 

instrument in thy hands to save and preserve this 

people. 

31 Now when Alma had said these words he contended 

again with Amlici; and he was strengthened, insomuch 

that he slew Amlici with the sword.   

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“The conflict is both dramatic and symbolic. As the two men 

struggle, as a metaphor for the classic struggle between 

good and evil, good prevails because of Alma’s ability to 

call upon a greater source of power…The Lord had been the 

source of the extra strength needed to win this symbolic 

struggle.” (www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Alma-2). 

 

Daily, this struggle continues on a smaller scale for the 

minds and hearts of those everywhere who seek righteousness 

over wickedness. Today, when our hearts and minds are 

focused upon living the teachings of Jesus Christ, we too 

can call upon the Lord for guidance and strength in our 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Alma-2
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battles. His promise is sure. He will not abandon us, 

regardless of the number opposing our righteous victory.   

 

Alma 2:32-33 

 

32 And he [Alma] also contended with the king of the 

Lamanites; but the king of the Lamanites fled back 

from before Alma and sent his guards to contend with 

Alma. 

33 But Alma, with his guards, contended with the 

guards of the king of the Lamanites until he slew and 

drove them back.  

 

Not only did Alma slew Amlici who was the instigator of 

this battle, but with his guards, he also slew the guards 

of the Lamanites King. 

 

Alma 2:35 

 

35 And it came to pass that when they had all crossed 

the river Sidon that the Lamanites and the Amlicites 

began to flee before them, notwithstanding they were 

so numerous that they could not be numbered. 

 

This verse is yet another reminder to each of us that it is 

not military might alone that wins battles. Victory goes to 

those nations and individuals who live lives of 

righteousness. The Lord does not hear the voice of the 

wicked. 

 

V. Alma 3 

 

As the Nephites sought to identify those who were dead, 

they noted a distinguishing mark upon them. 

 

Alma 3:4 

 

4 And the Amlicites were distinguished from the 

Nephites, for they had marked themselves with red in 

their foreheads after the manner of the Lamanites; 

nevertheless they had not shorn their heads like unto 

the Lamanites.   

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“The Amlicites had no interest in being associated with the 

Nephites. They wanted to set themselves apart from their 
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blood relatives because they disagreed so vigorously on 

politics and religion…We often see youth or wayward adults 

mark themselves with certain hairstyles, clothing, tattoos, 

etc. with the intent to set themselves apart. Their 

appearance alone becomes an immediate reminder that they do 

not subscribe to the mainstream institutions. They…[often] 

become defensive if anyone…[comments on]…the ‘mark’ they 

have placed upon themselves. They declare that it just 

represents freedom of expression and their personal 

individuality. What is concerning is the underlying motive 

not the green hair or the tattoo. 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Alma-3). 

 

When we encounter individuals who are in rebellion, it is 

important to understand the motive for their altered 

appearance. Dialogue can promote understanding for all 

concerned. 

 

Alma 3:6-9 

 

6 And the skins of the Lamanites were dark, according 

to the mark which was set upon their fathers, which 

was a curse upon them because of their transgression 

and rebellion against their brethren, who consisted of 

Nephi, Jacob, and Joseph, and Sam, who were just and 

holy men. 

7 And their brethren sought to destroy them, therefore 

they were cursed; and the Lord God set a mark upon 

them,… 

8 And this was done that their seed might be 

distinguished from the seed of their brethren, that 

thereby the Lord God might preserve his people, that 

they did not mix and believe in incorrect traditions 

which would prove their destruction. 

9 And it came to pass that whosoever did mingle his 

seed with that of the Lamanites did bring the same 

curse upon his seed.  

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

In the Old Testament, the Israelites were commanded not to 

intermarry with those of the heathen nations. Had the 

Israelites made a regular practice of marrying with these 

peoples it would have proved their destruction. The typical 

pattern is that the heathen and idol worship practices of 

the one partner overcome the faith and good intentions of 

the worshipper of the Lord…The Lord understands the great 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Alma-3
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influence a wicked and idolatrous spouse can have on a 

righteous individual. With all the wisdom Solomon had, he 

was not wise enough to stay faithful to the Lord when his 

many idolatrous wives began to influence him (1 Kings 

11:4). It would have been just the same if the Nephites had 

not been physically separated from the Lamanites. The 

Lamanites would have turned away their hearts after their 

incorrect traditions.” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Alma-3). 

 

Alma 3:11 

 

11 And it came to pass that whosoever would not 

believe in the tradition of the Lamanites, but 

believed those records which were brought out of the 

land of Jerusalem, and also in the traditions of their 

fathers, which were correct, who believed in the 

commandments of God and kept them, were called the 

Nephites, or the people of Nephi, from that time 

forth—- 

   

Bryan Richards observes, 

 

“These verses redefine who Lamanites and Nephites are. 

Previously in the Book of Mormon, the division was a racial 

one. With the experience of the followers of Amlici, it 

became clear to the Nephites that their enemies could come 

from within. Therefore, the definition of Lamanites and 

Nephites changed. The distinction now became primarily 

religious. Those who believe in Lamanite traditions, 

whether of Nephite or Lamanite descent, are called 

Lamanites. Those who believe in the God of the Nephites, 

whether light skinned or dark skinned, are considered 

Nephites. This remains the pattern for the rest of the Book 

of Mormon.” (www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Alma-3). 

 

Alma 3:14-17 

 

14 Thus the word of God is fulfilled, for these are 

the words which he said to Nephi: Behold, the 

Lamanites have I cursed, and I will set a mark on them 

that they and their seed may be separated from thee 

and thy seed, from this time henceforth and forever, 

except they repent of their wickedness and turn to me 

that I may have mercy upon them. 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Alma-3
http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/Alma-3
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15 And again: I will set a mark upon him that mingleth 

his seed with thy brethren, that they may be cursed 

also. 

16 And again: I will set a mark upon him that fighteth 

against thee and thy seed. 

17 And again, I say he that departeth from thee shall 

no more be called thy seed; and I will bless thee, and 

whomsoever shall be called thy seed, henceforth and 

forever; and these were the promises of the Lord unto 

Nephi and his seed.  

     

George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl state, 

 

“We have searched every reference that is made of God’s 

warning that is recorded upon the Smaller Plates of Nephi, 

wherein the followers of the older brothers were cursed and 

do not find them. Yet, we presume Mormon’s quote was word-

for-word. Our conclusion is that they were first written 

upon the larger plates, and that Mormon copied them direct 

from the original source. We also conclude that these words 

were part of the translation of the Book of Lehi which was 

lost through the misadventure of Martin Harris.” 

(Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol. 3. Amplified and 

Arranged by Philip C. Reynolds and David Sjodahl King. Salt 

Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1958, [1977], 62). 

 

Alma 3:18-19 

 

18 Now the Amlicites knew not that they were 

fulfilling the words of God when they began to mark 

themselves in their foreheads; nevertheless they had 

come out in open rebellion against God; therefore it 

was expedient that the curse should fall upon them. 

 

It was not God who had placed the mark upon the Amlicites. 

This was the mark they put upon themselves as a mark of 

their rebellion against their brethren, the Nephites. By 

their open rebellion against God, the curse upon the 

Lamanites, was also placed on them. 

 

Alma 3:19 

 

19 Now I [Mormon] would that ye should see that they 

[Amlicites] brought upon themselves the curse; and 

even so doth every man that is cursed bring upon 

himself his own condemnation.  
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Mormon takes this opportunity to teach us, the reader, an 

eternal verity, “When we are cursed of God, it is the 

direct result of our own actions.” We have rebelled against 

our God, and if we do not repent, we are no longer numbered 

among his righteous children.  

 

Shortly after the Nephites had waged the war with the 

Amlicites and the Lamanites, the Lamanites again came upon 

the people of Nephi in the same area. Alma, due to an 

injury he had sustained, did not go into battle, but sent 

an army to drive the Lamanites out of their land. They were 

successful and once again peace was restored in the land. 

(see Alma 3:20-24.) 

 

Alma 3:26 

  

26 And in one year were thousands and tens of 

thousands of souls sent to the eternal world, that 

they might reap their rewards according to their 

works, whether they were good or whether they were 

bad, to reap eternal happiness or eternal misery, 

according to the spirit which they listed to obey, 

whether it be a good spirit or a bad one. 

 

It is an eternal truth that, as we depart this life, we 

will stand in judgment before Our God and his Son, Jesus 

Christ. At that time, we will be required to give a full 

accounting of the choices we have made during our lifetime. 

We will have a vivid recall of our life experiences. We 

will then know the judgment we received was forged by the 

change that occurred within us as a result of our 

opportunities, thoughts, desires, and actions.  

 

Alma 3:27 

 

27 For every man receiveth wages of him whom he 

listeth to obey, and this according to the words of 

the spirit of prophecy; therefore let it be according 

to the truth. And thus ended the fifth year of the 

reign of the judges.  

 

Mormon reminds us we are daily influenced by a good spirit 

or a bad one. Our lives will be favorably or negatively 

impacted by our choice of the spirit we obey.    

 

VI. Alma 4 
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We learn that finally there was peace established in the 

land. However, the effects the war had upon the people were  

great.  

 

Alma 4:2-3 

 

2 But the people were afflicted, yea, greatly 

afflicted for the loss of their brethren, and also for 

the loss of their flocks and herds, and also for the 

loss of their fields of grain, which were trodden 

under foot and destroyed by the Lamanities. 

3 And so great were their afflictions that every soul 

had cause to mourn; and they believed that it was the 

judgments of God sent upon them because of their 

wickedness and their abominations; therefore they were 

awakened to a remembrance of their duty. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 

 

“It is normal and natural when things go wrong to begin to 

search for causes. [Some seek for someone to blame while 

others]…begin to look carefully at one’s attitudes and 

behaviors to ascertain whether one has offended God. If a 

person is sincere in his searching, if he asks God to 

reveal his weakness, if he indeed is open enough to ask, 

‘What lack I yet?’ the Lord can awaken him to a remembrance 

of his duty…That is, the Spirit of Jesus Christ can bring 

to remembrance commitments, covenants, and divine counsel, 

thereby placing in vivid relief the ideal and the real in 

our lives.” (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, 

Vol. 3. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1991, [3
rd
 Printing, 

1993], 18-19).  

 

The effect for many was to awaken them “to a remembrance of 

their duty. And they began to establish the church more 

fully;…” (Alma 4:3-4). 

 

Alma 4:5 

 

5 And it came to pass in the seventh year of the reign 

of the judges there were about three thousand five 

hundred souls that united themselves to the church of 

God and were baptized. And thus ended the seventh year 

of the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi; 

and there was continual peace in all that time. 
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Peace had been established and the Church of God was 

growing. It was a time of peace and prosperity. 

Unfortunately, it was the prosperity of the people that 

again disrupted their peace. Now the foe was not from 

without, but within the members of the church themselves. 

 

Alma 4:6-8 

 

6 And it came to pass in the eighth year of the reign 

of the judges, that the people of the church began to 

wax proud, because of their exceeding riches, and 

their fine silks, and their fine-twined linen, and 

because of their many flocks and herds, and their gold 

and silver, and all manner of precious things, which 

they had obtained by their industry; and in all these 

things were they lifted up in the pride of their eyes, 

for they began to wear very costly apparel. 

7 Now this was the cause of much affliction to 

Alma,…many of them [leaders in the church] were sorely 

grieved for the wickedness which they saw had begun to 

be among their people. 

8 …and they began to persecute those that did not 

believe according to their own will and pleasure. 

 

Before we assume that as members of the church, today we 

are immune to such attitudes and actions, let me draw your 

attention to the following editorial: 

 

LDS Church News, June 23, 1990 states, 

  

“Symbols have only the meaning that people give them. Some 

symbols have been given inordinate value. For many, costly 

cars, extravagant homes and expensive clothes are symbols 

of worldly success. In some cases, these tangible objects 

have been given more meaning than almost everything else. 

 

“All ages are affected by symbols, but the young are 

especially vulnerable. Lacking maturity and good judgment, 

some young people choose their friends by using certain 

fashion symbols as criteria. They look for specific labels 

on shoes, shirts and jackets. If ‘right’ labels aren’t 

there, they are hesitant to consider forming a 

friendship…Too young and immature to see how shallow their 

thinking really is, they inflict emotional wounds on others 

and, at the same time, deprive themselves of what could be 

rewarding associations. 
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“Without a good sense of self-esteem, the young often bring 

pain upon themselves as they agonize over what’s in fashion 

and whether they can afford it. To them, fashion labels are 

more important than function, fit or even comfort. 

 

“The very young aren’t the only ones who lack perspective. 

In some circles, friends and associates become symbols that 

individuals have been accepted in a particular social 

class. Unscrupulous individuals feign mutual interests, use 

flattery, compromise beliefs and principles, and turn away 

from those who could be true friends. Their ulterior motive 

is to be accepted by those who might help boost their 

careers or social lives.” (“What Symbols represent,” in  

Church News, June 23, 1990; see also 

www.ldschurchnewsarchive.com/articles/print). 

 

Each of us are vulnerable to the ‘many voices’ that serve 

to form our opinions and our choices. It is important, 

therefore, that we filter our choices through the counsel 

we have received from our leaders and our own common sense. 

Regarding labels, as well as other items, we should ask 

ourselves, if it doesn’t fit our needs; doesn’t feel 

comfortable; or worse, isn’t a price we can afford, don’t 

buy it. Walk away. Don’t let the worldly tell you what is 

best for you. That is your decision. A decision best made 

in counsel with those who truly love and care about you.    

 

Alma 4:8-10 

 

8 For they [church leaders] saw and beheld with great 

sorrow that the people of the church began to be 

lifted up in the pride of their eyes, and to set their 

hearts upon riches and upon the vain things of the 

world, that they began to be scornful, one towards 

another, and they began to persecute those that did 

not believe according to their own will and pleasure. 

9 And thus, in this eighth year of the reign of the 

judges, there began to be great contentions among the 

people of the church; yea, there were envying, and 

strife, and malice, and persecutions, and pride, even 

to exceed the pride of those who did not belong to the 

church of God. 

10 And thus ended the eighty year of the reign of the 

judges; and the wickedness of the church was a great 

stumbling-block to those who did not belong to the 

church; and thus the church began to fail in its 

progress. 
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The life of a member is one of the best missionary tools in 

the church and it can also be one of its deterrents. The 

effect a member has depends upon the example they set for 

others. When we live the gospel and its teachings, others 

naturally want to know more about our beliefs. When our 

actions and choices are in opposition to our beliefs, we 

discourage others from investigating our faith. It was the 

Savior who counseled each of us, “Ye are the light of the 

world…Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 

your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven” 

(Matthew 5:14,16). 

 

Alma 4:11-12 

 

11 And it came to pass in the commencement of the 

ninth year, Alma saw the wickedness of the church, and 

he saw also that the example of the church began to 

lead those who were unbelievers on from one piece of 

iniquity to another, thus bringing on the destruction 

of the people. 

12 Yea, he saw great inequality among the people, some 

lifting themselves up with their pride, despising 

others, turning their backs upon the needy and the 

naked and those who were hungry, and those who were 

athrist, and those who were sick and afflicted.   

 

As the nonbelievers saw the example that was been set by 

those who were members of the Church of God, it negatively 

impacted their own behavior. Their iniquity began to 

increase due to the decrease in light coming from those who 

were members of the church. When the light of the gospel is 

dimmed, the acts of darkness increase. One of the 

manifestations of acute wickedness is based on the 

treatment of the poor among them. As darkness increases, 

the neglect of the poor and needy intensifies. When the 

light increases, the poor and needy, the naked and hungry 

are all given attention and care. 

 

Not all the members of the church were guilty of neglecting 

the poor and the needy. 

 

Alma 4:13-14 

 

13 …others were abasing [humbling] themselves, 

succoring those who stood in need of their succor, 

such as imparting their substance to the poor and the 
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needy, feeding the hungry, and suffering all manner of 

afflictions, for Christ’s sake, who should come 

according to the spirit of prophecy; 

14 Looking forward to that day, thus retaining a 

remission of their sins; being filled with great joy 

because of the resurrection of the dead, according to 

the will and power and deliverance of Jesus Christ 

from the bands of death. 

 

Today these are the members who help the church go forward. 

As they quietly go about living the gospel and being an 

example to others, they bring stability to those around 

them who are struggling. They perform their duty without 

concern for reward or recognition. The joy they feel as 

they serve others is sufficient in itself. They cannot 

ignore those in need, whether in or out of the church. They 

do not seek attention and are always embarrassed when 

someone notices their actions. These are those upon whom 

heaven shines.  

 

Alma 4:15 

 

15 And now it came to pass that Alma, having seen the 

afflictions of the humble followers of God, and the 

persecutions which were heaped upon them by the 

remainder of the people, and seeing all their 

inequality, began to be very sorrowful; nevertheless 

the Spirit of the Lord did not fail him. 

 

It is apparent from Alma’s observation, those who were 

among the “humble followers of God,” were in the minority 

within the church. Neither were they spared being 

persecuted by others within the church. It was more than 

Alma could bear. He had done all the Lord had asked him 

during the eight years of his service. Still, the members 

of the church were headed for destruction. The Lord 

revealed to Alma the course he should take in order to 

bring the church members to full repentance. 

 

Alma 4:16-17 

 

16 And he selected a wise man who was among the elders 

of the church, and gave him power according to the 

voice of the people, that he might have power to enact 

laws according to the laws which had been given, and 

to put them in force according to the wickedness and 

the crimes of the people.  
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17 Now this man’s name was Nephihah, and he was 

appointed the chief judge; and he sat in the judgment-

seat to judge and to govern the people. 

 

The directive from the Lord to Alma was to deliver up the 

judgment-seat as the chief judge of the land. Alma was in 

turn to appoint another who was righteous to become the 

chief judge in his place, as well as the head of the army.  

He was to serve full-time as the President and High Priest 

of the Lord’s Church.    

  

Alma 4:19 

 

19 And this he did that he himself might go forth 

among his people, or among the people of Nephi, that 

he might preach the word of God unto them, to stir 

them up in remembrance of their duty, and that he 

might pull down, by the word of God, all the pride and 

craftiness and all the contentions which were among 

the people, seeing no way that he might reclaim them 

save it were in bearing down in pure testimony against 

them.  

 

M. Russell Ballard states, 

 

“A testimony is a witness or confirmation of eternal truths 

impressed upon individual hearts and souls through the Holy 

Ghost, whose primary ministry is to testify of truths, 

particularly as it relates to the Father and the Son. When 

one receives a testimony of truth through this divinely 

appointed process, it immediately begins to have impact on 

that person’s life.” (“Pure Testimony,” in Ensign, November 

2004, 40). 

 

Alma felt that only the word of God and personal testimony 

would be sufficient to cause the people to remember the 

covenants they had made and the necessity of their full 

repentance. It was his desire to alert them as to their 

responsibility as members of the Church of God and the 

example they were to set for those around them. Satan had 

obtained a great hold upon the members of the church and   

nothing less than their complete repentance would ensure 

the continuation of their membership in the church.  
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Alma 4:20 

 

20 And thus in the commencement of the ninth year of 

the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi, Alma 

delivered up the judgment-seat to Nephihah, and 

confined himself wholly to the high priesthood of the 

holy order of God, to the testimony of the word, 

according to the spirit of revelation and prophecy. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 

 

“Mormon explains that Alma determined to bear down in pure 

testimony against the people. His expressions were not 

motivated by anger or spite, nor directed against the 

people in the spirit of condemnation. Rather, his heart—

motivated by the pure love of Christ—-was bent upon saving 

souls. He loved them and simply could not stand by and 

allow them to destroy themselves.” (Doctrinal Commentary on 

the Book of Mormon, Vol. 3. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 

1991, [3
rd
 Printing, 1993], 25).  

 

VII. Conclusions 

 

As we reflect upon the lessons we have been taught, it 

becomes clear that the forces of evil can only be overcome 

through our obedience to the teachings of Jesus Christ. If 

we let our guard down, we can easily be influenced by the 

forces of evil. This can occur in a variety of ways. We can 

become disobedient to the counsel of our leaders. It can 

come by prosperity and our assuming we are better than 

others. It can also come if we ignore the care of the poor 

and needy around us.  

 

In Mosiah, Chapter 29, King Mosiah II, prior to his death, 

addressed the problems of a monarchy, especially when the 

king was unrighteous. A new system of judges is inaugurated 

and Alma the younger, is elected to be the first Chief 

Judge and commander of the army. He is also President of 

the Church of God. 

 

In Alma, Chapter 1, a man named Nehor an Nephite apostate, 

is brought before Alma as the Chief Judge. He had murdered 

a man named Gideon in an effort to impose his religious 

beliefs upon the people. He sought to introduce the 

principle of “priestcraft.” “Priestcraft…[is] that men 

preach…that they may get gain and praise of the world”  
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(2 Nephi 26:29). The doctrine’s he espoused denied the need 

for an atonement, as all sin had been overcome. It also 

negated the plan of salvation and, therefore, there was no 

need for faith, repentance, baptism or good works. All 

would be saved. In the words of Alma, “it would prove [the] 

entire destruction [of the Nephites]” (Alma 1:12). 

 

In Alma, Chapter 2 and 3, a man named Amlici desired to be 

king. He was able to gather sufficient followers that the 

proposal was put before the people. The majority of the 

citizens rejected the proposal; however, Amlici refused to 

accept the voice of the people. Amlici and his followers 

waged a war against the Nephites and when they are about to 

be defeated, they retreated and joined ranks with the 

Lamanites. In fulfillment of prophecy, they marked 

themselves. Following a major battle, due to the 

intervention of the Lord, Amlici was killed and peace was  

restored to the Nephites.  

 

In Alma, Chapter 4, prosperity adversely affects the 

members of the Church of God. As a result of their 

wickedness, the members become a “stumbling-block” to those 

who are not members and “the church began to fail in its 

progress” (Alma 4:10). They also neglected the care of the 

poor and the needy. While there are members who are 

faithful and obedient to the commandments, they were  

persecuted by the other members of the church. (see Alma 

4:15.) In response to direction from the Lord, Alma, the 

younger, after appointing a righteous man to replace him, 

resigned as chief judge and commander of the army. As the 

President of the Church of God, Alma now dedicated his 

entire energy in bringing the church members to repentance. 

 

Our next lesson [BM#22], will address Alma’s efforts as the 

President of the Church, to bring order to the members of 

the Church in Zarahemla and surrounding areas.  

 

 

 


