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I. Introduction 

 

These seven chapters cover the time period from 1 to 34 

A.D. An important area to be addressed will be the sign 

given by Samuel, the Lamanite, regarding a day, a night, 

and a day, without any darkness. This marked the birth of 

the Savior. Many believed the time had passed for the sign 

to be given, therefore they set a time for the believers to 

be put to death.   

 

During the majority of these years, the prevalent attitude 

of the Nephites was wickedness. There were brief periods of 

righteousness, especially following the blessing from the 

Lord that resulted in the defeat of the Gadianton robbers, 

but soon the people were again living “in a state of awful 

wickedness” (3 Nephi 6:17). 

 

In 3 Nephi, Chapter 1, we learn that Nephi, the son of 

Helaman, left the land of Zarahemla and “whether he went no 

man knoweth” (3 Nephi 1:3). His eldest son, Nephi 2, became 

the keeper of the records and the Prophet of the Church. 

During this period of great wickedness among the people, 

there yet remain a small group who continued to righteous. 

As we learned during the prior lesson [BM#35], the 

conditions prior to the appearance of the Savior to the 

Nephites following his resurrection, were similar to those 

that will exist prior to the Savior’s Second coming. How 

were the righteous, we might ask, able to remain firm and 

steadfast to their testimonies when they were surrounded by 

wickedness?  

 

Outline of 3 Nephi 1-7: 

 

“3 Nephi 1-3   Nephi receives sacred records and relics 

               from his father Nephi, son of Helaman, who 
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               disappears. Annunciation of Savior’s birth 

               (1:4-21); part of American Gospel). Many 

               converted by signs of Christ’s birth. 

               Activities of Gadianton robbers. Righteous 

               Nephites and Lamanites unite in common 

               defense. Lachoneus, the governor, receives 

               ultimatum from Giddianhi, the robber 

               chieftain, to surrender his people. 

               Lachoneus refuses and appoints Gidgiddoni as 

               general over Nephite armies. 

 

“3 Nephi 4-7   Gadianton robbers beaten in battle and their 

               chieftain slain. Nephites triumph over 

               Giddianhi’s successor and repent of their 

               sins. Mormon’s comments concerning himself, 

               the sacred records, and the gathering of 

               Israel. Nephites prosper, but pride, 

               dissensions, and works of darkness follow. 

               Chief judge murdered. People divided into 

               tribes. Jacob, so-called king. Nephi’s 

               powerful ministry. (Sidney B. Sperry. Book  

               of Mormon Compendium. Salt Lake City: 

               Bookcraft, 1968, 390-391). 

 

II. 3 Nephi 1 

 

Daniel H. Ludlow states, 

 

“The chronological material listed on the bottom of each 

page in the Book of Mormon did not appear in the first 

edition. These chronological notes were first added in the 

edition of 1920 at the recommendation of a committee headed 

by Elder James E. Talmage. The abbreviation B.C. is used to 

designate the number of years before the time of Christ. 

the abbreviation A.D. (from the Latin Anno Domini, meaning 

‘in the year of our Lord’) is used to indicate the number 

of years since the birth of Christ. Note that this calendar 

system does not go through a zero number. Thus the year 

before the birth of Christ is 1 B.C. and the year in which 

the Savior is born is A.D. 1. According to the calendar 

systems previously used by the Nephites, the year A.D. 1 

occurs in the ninety-second year of the reign of judges 

(the record says the ‘ninety and first year had passed 

away’) and in the six hundredth year from the time Lehi 

left Jerusalem (3 Nephi 1:1).” (A Companion To Your Study 

Of The Book Of Mormon. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 

1976, 252). 
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We learn that Nephi, the son of Helaman, gave “charge to 

his son Nephi, who was his eldest son, concerning the 

plates of brass, and all the records which had been 

kept…Then he departed out of the land,…” (3 Nephi 1:2-3). 

 

Daniel H. Ludlow states, 

 

“The disappearance of Nephi the son of Helaman is somewhat 

similar to the disappearance seventy-three years earlier of 

his great-great-grandfather, Alma the younger. The Book of 

Mormon provides no further information concerning what 

became of these two great prophets.” (A Companion To Your 

Study Of The Book Of Mormon. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book 

Co., 1976, 252-253). 

 

3 Nephi 1:4-5 

 

4 And it came to pass that in the commencement of the 

ninety and second year [A.D. 1], behold the propheies 

of the prophets began to be fulfilled more fully; for 

there began to be greater signs and greater miracles 

wrought among the people.  

5 But there were some who began to say that the time 

was past for the words to be fulfilled, which were 

spoken by Samuel, the Lamanite. 

 

The prophecy of Samuel, the Lamanite concerning the signs 

and wonders that would appear prior to the birth of the 

Savior on the Eastern continent were fulfilled. However, 

some, unable or refusing to recognize the signs themselves, 

“began to rejoice over their brethren, saying: Behold the 

time is past, and the words of Samuel are not fulfilled; 

therefore, your joy and your faith concerning this things 

hath been vain. And it came to pass that they did make a 

great uproar throughout the land…” (3 Nephi 1:6-7). 

 

The cumulative effect of the jeering by the unbelievers 

upon the believers had its effect.  

 

3 Nephi 1:7 

 

7 …and the people who believed began to be very 

sorrowful, lest by any means those things which had 

been spoken might not come to pass.  
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Bryan Richards states, 

 

“But the saints of God need not fear. There is no reason to 

lack faith. The Lord has promised “Till heaven and earth 

pass, one jot or tittle shall in no wise pass…till all be 

fulfilled” (Matt.5:18). In the end, it will be the 

unbelievers, not the believers who will be disappointed.” 

(www.gosepeldoctrine.com/contents/3 Nephi-1). 

 

It is thought that the sign to which the believers believed 

and the unbelievers doubted, was “that day and that night 

and that day which should be as one day as if there were no 

night” (3 Nephi 1:8). The unbelievers, likely in the 

majority, set a date “that all those who believed in those 

traditions should be put to death except the sign should 

come to pass” (3 Nephi 1:9). It is not enough that the 

unbelievers be right in their conclusions regarding the 

signs and wonders, they were willing to express their 

absolute power and authority over the believers by mass 

murder. The depravity of the people of Nephi had reached a 

new low. 

 

Neal A. Maxwell states, 

 

“Church members in another age were being held hostage 

until certain prophecies were fulfilled—-with their lives 

being forfeited if those prophecies were not fulfilled 

precisely on time. They, too, were told by the Lord to be 

of good cheer. Why? Because, said Jesus, On the morrow come 

I into the world.’ (3 Ne.1:13.) With His birth, the mortal 

ministry of the Messiah would, at last, be launched!” (“Be 

of Good Cheer,” in Ensign, November, 1982, 66). 

 

The prophet Nephi, turned to the Lord for guidance and 

strength for his band of believers. 

 

3 Nephi 1:12-14 

 

12 And it came to pass that he cried mightily unto the 

Lord all that day; and behold the voice of the Lord 

came unto him, saying: 

13 Lift up your head and be of good cheer; for behold, 

the time is at hand, and on this night shall the sign 

be given, and on the morrow come I into the world, to 

show unto the world that I will fulfill all that which 

I have caused to be spoke by the mouth of my holy 

prophets. 

http://www.gosepeldoctrine.com/contents/3%20Nephi-1
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14 Behold, I come unto my own, to fulfil all things 

which I have made known unto the children of men from 

the foundation of the world, and to do the will, both 

of the Father and of the Son—-of the Father because of 

me, and of the Son because of my flesh. And behold, 

the time is at hand, and this night shall the sign be 

given. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie, Robert L. Millet, and Brent L. 

Top state, 

 

“This is a most difficult passage. It sounds as though the 

Lord is stating that he will come into the world to fulfill 

two wills—-the will of Jehovah, the premortal God of the 

ancients (perhaps referred to here as ‘me’), and the will 

of the mortal Messiah (the person of ‘flesh’). Of course we 

know that they, Jehovah and Jesus, are one and the same 

being. At the same time, this statement dramatizes the 

separate and severable roles that would be played by the 

Master, that of the Holy One of Israel (premortal) and that 

of Jesus of Nazareth (mortal).” (Doctrinal Commentary on 

the Book of Mormon, Vol. 4. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft,  

1992, 7). 

 

3 Nephi 1:15-16, 19-20 

 

15 And it came to pass that the words which came unto 

Nephi were fulfilled, according as they had been 

spoken; for behold, at the going down of the sun there 

was no darkness; and the people began to be astonished 

because there was no darkness when the night came. 

16 And there were many, who had not believed the words 

of the prophets, who fell to the earth and became as 

if they were dead, for they knew that the great plan 

of destruction which they had laid for those who 

believed in the words of the prophets had been 

frustrated; for the sign which had been given was 

already at hand. 

 

19 And it came to pass that there was no darkness in 

all that night, but it was as light as thought it were 

mid-day. And it came to pass that the sun did rise in 

the morning again, according to its proper order; and 

they knew that it was the day that the Lord should be 

born, because of the sign which had been given. 

20 And it had come to pass, yea, all things, every 

whit, according to the words of the prophets. 
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It is important that each of us remember when times get 

tough and our faith begins to waver, the Lord will fulfill 

ALL his words as spoken through his prophets. We must not 

fear. Instead, we must be believing and doubt not. 

 

The fulfillment of the words of Samuel, the Lamanite, had 

its effect upon the people.  

 

3 Nephi 1:22-23 

 

22 And it came to pass that from this time forth there 

began to be lyings sent forth among the people, by 

Satan, to harden their hearts, to the intent that they 

might not believe in those signs and wonders which 

they had seen; but notwithstanding these lyings and 

deceivings the more part of the people did believe, 

and were converted unto the Lord. 

23 And it came to pass that Nephi went forth among the 

people, and also many others, baptizing unto 

repentance, in the which there was a great remission 

of sins. And thus the people began again to have peace 

in the land. 

 

Despite the fact that more of the people were converted 

unto the Lord…[and] the people began again to have peace 

that all was well. It was not the time to relax their 

guard. 

 

Jeffrey R. Holland states, 

 

“Don’t assume that a great revelation, some marvelous 

illuminating moment, or the opening of an inspired part is 

the end of it… 

 

“I wish to encourage every one of you today regarding 

opposition that so often comes after enlightened decisions 

have been made, after moments of revelation and conviction 

have given us a peace and an assurance we thought we would 

never lose… 

  

“Opposition turns up almost anyplace something good has 

happened.” (“Cast Not Away Therefore Your Confidence,” 

Brigham Young University devotional. March 2, 1999, 2-3). 
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3 Nephi 1:27-28 

 

27 And it came to pass that the ninety and third year 

did also pass away in peace, save it were for the 

Gadianton robbers, who dwelt upon the mountains, who 

did infest the land; for so strong were their holds 

and their secret places that the people could not 

overpower them; therefore they did commit many 

murders, and did much slaughter among the people. 

28 And it came to pass that in the ninety and fourth 

year they began to increase in a great degree, because 

there were many dissenters of the Nephites who did 

flee unto them, which did cause much sorrow unto those 

Nephites who did remain in the land.  

 

Hugh Nibley states, 

 

“But a new threat arose. The criminal element took to the 

hills and there established retreats where they built up 

strength from dissenters joining them until they were able 

to reestablish the Gadianton organization. Terrorism was 

the name of the game. From their secure places they would 

strike and withdraw, making a special effort to kidnap 

‘especially women and children,’ to assure the permanence 

of their society (Helaman 11:33). At the same time, 

Zoramite recruiters brought a host of young Nephites into 

the organization by the prospect of such things as romantic 

adventure, gaudy makeup, danger, loot, and license to kill 

(3 Nephi 1: 28-30). Soldiers of fortune also flocked to the 

camps.” (The Prophetic Book of Mormon, Vol. 8. John W. 

Welch, Editor. Salt Lake City and Provo, Utah: Deseret Book 

Co., and Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon 

Studies, 1989, 555-556). 

 

3 Nephi 1:29-30 

 

29 And there was also a cause of much sorrow among the 

Lamanites; for behold, they had many children who did 

grow up and began to wax strong in years, that they 

became for themselves, and were led away by some who 

were Zoramites, by their lyings and their flattering 

words, to join those Gadianton robbers. 

30 And thus were the Lamanites afflicted also, and 

began to decrease as to their faith and righteousness, 

because of the wickedness of the rising generation. 
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Neal A. Maxwell states, 

 

“While we do not think of it this way very often, the 

rising generation has some genuine responsibilities to the 

older generation still living. We are not immune to 

influence from you. We not only regard you as the 

seedbearers of a celestial culture to come, but our own 

journey can be hastened by your pressing forward…Lowering 

standards in the rising generations can create an undertow 

that affects all ages. 

 

“We have seen, in just the past decade various youth 

movements wash over shaky adults who gave way under 

pressure. Some adults, strangely enough, replaced their old 

values, of all things, with youth worship! The last thing 

youth needs is to be envied or worshipped.” (Wherefore, Ye 

Must Press Forward. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1977, 

84-85). 

 

The rise of the Gadianton robbers and the dissention of 

many to their ranks, including venerable youth, served to 

increase the seeds of wickedness again among the Nephites 

and Lamanites.  

 

III. 3 Nephi 2 

 

3 Nephi 2:1-2 

 

1 And it came to pass that thus passed away the ninety 

and fifth year also, and the people began to forget 

those signs and wonders which they had heard, and 

began to be less and less astonished at a sign or a 

wonder from heaven, insomuch that they began to be 

hard in their hearts, and blind in their minds, and 

began to disbelieve all which they had heard and seen- 

2 Imagining up some vain thing in their hearts, that 

it was wrought by men and by the power of the devil, 

to lead away and deceive the hearts of the people; and 

thus did Satan get possession of the hearts of the 

people again, insomuch that he did blind their eyes 

and lead them away to believe that the doctrine of 

Christ was a foolish and a vain thing. 

 

Dallin H. Oaks states, 

 

“The viewing of signs and wonders is not a secure 

foundation for conversion. Scriptural history attests that 
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people converted by signs and wonders soon forget them and 

again become susceptible to the lies and distortions of 

Satan and his servants (Hel.1623; 3 Ne.1:22, 2:l1, 8:4.) 

‘How long will this people provoke me?’ the Lord said to 

Moses, ‘and how long will it be ere they believe me, for 

all the signs which I have shewed among them?’ 

(Num. 14:11.)” (The Lord’s Way. Salt Lake City: Deseret 

Book Co., 1991, 87). 

 

George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl state, 

 

“Human nature was then as it is now, the slave of passion, 

the victim of corruption. In a few words that describe the 

Nephites of Samuel’s time. They hated truth, and each 

walked in his own way. As a nation of much-favored people, 

they, however, were quick to forget, and slow to remember 

God’s goodness. Heaven’s greatest gift to mankind, the 

Savior of the world, was declared by them to be folly, and 

the idea of Christ was foolishness. Even when their eyes 

and ears, and even their hearts, told them of His reality, 

they sought ways to explain by a purely materialistic 

concept that they were deceived, and that Samuel and others 

of the prophets were peddlers of mischief.” (Commentary on 

the Book of Mormon, Vol.7. Amplified and Arranged by Philip 

C. Reynolds. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1960, 

[1977], 53). 

 

When the people viewed the idea of Christ as foolishness, 

they were moving away from the goodness and blessing that 

Christ had to offer them. They were choosing to join forces 

with Satan and his servants. It would be only a brief 

period of time before they began to feel the absence of the 

Spirit in their lives. This void was quickly replaced with 

misery and great turmoil.  

 

3 Nephi 2:7-8 

 

7 And nine years had passed away from the time the 

sign was given, which was spoken of by the prophets, 

that Christ should come into the world. 

8 Now the Nephites began to reckon their time from 

this period when the sign was given, or from the 

coming of Christ; therefore, nine years had passed 

away.     
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Daniel H. Ludlow states, 

 

“The Nephites used three systems for reckoning time:  

(1) The first was to note the number of years since Lehi 

left Jerusalem. This system was used form 600 B.C. to 92 

B.C. (Mosiah 29:44-47; Alma 1:1. 

(2) The second method was to calculate the number of years 

from the beginning of the reign of the judges; this system 

was used for about 100 years, from 91 B.C. to A.D. 9.  

(3 Nephi 2:5-7.) 

(3) The last method was to ‘reckon their time from this 

period when the sign was given, or from the coming of 

Christ’ (3 Nephi 2:7-8); this system was used for the 

remainder of their record.” (A Companion To Your Study Of 

The Book Of Mormon. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1976, 

254). 

 

3 Nephi 2:11-12 

 

11 And it came to pass in the thirteenth year there 

began to be wars and contentions throughout all the 

land; for the Gadianton robbers had become so 

numerous, and did slay so many people, and did lay 

waste so many cities, and did spread so much death and 

carnage throughout the land, that it became expedient 

that all the people, both the Nephites and the 

Lamanites, should take up arms against them. 

12 Therefore, all the Lamanites who had become 

converted unto the Lord did unite with their brethren, 

the Nephites, and were compelled, for the safety of 

their lives and their women and their children, to 

take up arms against those Gadianton robbers, yea, and 

also to maintain their rights, and the privileges of 

their church and of their worship, and their freedom 

and their liberty. 

 

It order to stand against the Gadianton robbers and the 

destruction they had perpetrated, the Lamanites and the 

Nephites were compelled to join forces. The common ground 

was the preservation of their families, their liberty, and 

their freedom of religion. Despite their combined efforts 

and the righteousness of their cause, “the Nephites were 

threatened with utter destruction because of this war” 

(3 Nephi 2:13).  

 

3 Nephi 2:14-15 
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14 And it came to pass that those Lamanites who had 

united with the Nephites were numbered among the 

Nephites; 

15 And their curse was taken from them, and their skin 

became white like unto the Nephites; 

 

Although the curse was removed from the Lamanites and their 

skin became white, the reason their combined efforts did 

not yield greater success against the Gadianton robbers 

“other than drive[ing] them back out of their lands into 

the mountains and into their secret places [was] “because 

of the [continued] wickedness of the people of Nephi, and 

their many contentions and dissensions” (3 Nephi 2:17-18). 

As previously noted in this record, the success of the 

military is determined by the righteousness of their cause 

and the level of righteousness of the people. Captain 

Moroni was not able to achieve military victory, until the 

people had also become righteous. (see BM#32, Alma 53:8-9.) 

 

3 Nephi 2:19 

 

19 And thus ended the fifteenth year, and thus were 

the people in a state of many afflictions; and the 

sword of destruction did hang over them, insomuch that 

they were about to be smitten down by it, and this 

because of their iniquity. 

 

George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl state, 

 

“Still they did not repent in the sincerity of heart, and 

their many afflictions were permitted by the Lord because 

of their continued iniquity.” (Commentary on the Book of 

Mormon, Vol.7. Amplified and Arranged by Philip C. 

Reynolds. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1960, [1977], 

56). 

 

IV. 3 Nephi 3 

 

3 Nephi 3:1 

 

1 And now it came to pass that in the sixteenth year 

from the coming of Christ, Lachoneus, the governor of 

the land, received an epistle from [Giddianhi-vs.9] 

the leader and the governor of this band of robbers;… 

 

Giddianhi began by praising Lachoneus for his “firmness, 
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and also the firmness of his people, in maintaining that 

which ye suppose to be your right and liberty; yea, ye do 

stand well…” (3 Nephi 3:2). He then states that “it seemeth 

a pity unto me,…that ye should be so foolish and vain as to 

suppose that ye can stand against so many brave men who are 

at my command…[and] knowing of their everlasting hatred 

toward you because of your many wrongs which ye have done 

against them…they would visit you with utter destruction.” 

(3 Nephi 3:3-4). Giddianhi now offers him an out of the 

war. If “ye would yield up unto…my people, your cities, 

your lands, and your possessions…and become acquainted with 

our secret works, and become our brethren…if ye will do 

this, with an oath, ye shall not be destroyed…[for we] have 

dissented away from you because of your wickedness in 

retaining from [us] their rights of government, and except 

ye do this, I will avenge their wrongs.” (3 Nephi 3:6-10). 

 

The letter from Giddianhi, the Gadianton leader, was 

similar to the letter to Captain Moroni from Ammoran, the 

Lamanite leader. He also cited the wrongs that had been 

done to them by the Nephites fathers and invited Captain 

Moroni to surrender and be governed by those whose right it 

was to govern. (see Alma 54:16-24.) Neither Giddianhi nor, 

in the past, did Ammoran take any responsibility for their 

acts of aggression. 

 

Like Captain Moroni [Alma 55:1], Lachoneus was astonished 

at Giddianhi’s letter. 

 

3 Nephi 3:11-12 

 

11 And now it came to pass when Lachoneus received 

this epistle he was exceedingly astonished, because of 

the boldness of Giddianhi demanding the possession of 

the land of the Nephites, and also of threatening the 

people and avenging the wrongs of those who had 

received no wrong, save it were they had wronged 

themselves by dissenting away unto those wicked and 

abominable robbers.  

12 Now behold, this Lachoneus, the governor, was a 

just man, and could not be frightened by the demands 

and the threatenings of a robber; therefore he did not 

hearken to the epistle of Giddianhi, the governor of 

the robbers, but he did cause that his people should 

cry unto the Lord for strength against the time that 

the robbers should come down against them. 
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There is an important lesson for each of us to learn. 

Lachoneus evaluated the claim of the leader of the robbers 

and found no grounds for his accusations. He did not react 

in fear of the demands or the threats as they were without 

basis. Lachoneus invited the people to cry unto the Lord 

for strength so they might qualify for the Lord’s 

intervention. And then he takes actions: (1) “Gathers all 

the people…unto one place;” (2) “Caused that fortifications 

should be built round about them”; (3) “Armies…should be 

placed as guards round about to watch them, and to guard 

them from the robbers day and night” and, most importantly, 

(4) Told them “except ye repent of all your iniquities, and 

cry unto the Lord, ye will in nowise be delivered…” (3 

Nephi 3:13-15).  

 

We learn that Gidgiddoni was the chief military leader. 

 

3 Nephi 3:19 

 

19 Now it was the custom among all the Nephites to 

appoint for their chief captain (save it were in their 

times of wickedness) some one that had the spirit of 

revelation and also prophecy; therefore, this 

Gidgiddoni was a great prophet among them, as also was 

the chief judge. 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“Only in Mormon’s book of military history is the quality 

of spirituality greater than any other. Who would suppose 

that the spirit of revelation and prophecy are more 

important for a military leader than experience, 

organizational skills, and thoughtful strategy? Yet, the 

Nephites knew who was the source of their success save it 

were in their times of wickedness. 

 

“Consider the advantage of having a captain like Zoram who 

could commune with the Lord through the prophet Alma to 

find out the location of the enemy (Alma 16:5-6). Imagine a 

chief captain like Moroni who consistently put down 

internal dissension because he understood that the inner 

vessel must be cleansed first (Alma 46; 50:33; 51:13-19; 

62:1-9). He even received direct revelation from the Lord 

regarding the propriety of this bloody internal cleansing 

(Alma 60:33). Add to this the many, many times in which the 

strategy of the Nephites was inspired by the Spirit of the 

Lord. Then consider how these great captain-prophets would 
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even call the people to repentance if needed (Mormon 3:2-

13). In view of the many Nephite victories claimed against 

incredible odds, it is apparent that their custom of 

appointing spiritual chief captains was a military sound 

one. These great military leaders fought according to 

Nephi’s motto: O Lord, I have trusted in thee, and I will 

trust in thee forever. I will not put my trust in the arm 

of flesh; for I know that cursed is he that putteth his 

trust in the arm of flesh. Yea, cursed is he that putteth 

his trust in man or maketh flesh his arm.” (2 Ne.4:34).” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3 Nephi-3). 

 

3 Nephi 3:20-21 

 

20 Now the people said unto Gidgiddoni: Pray unto the 

Lord, and let us go up…that we may fall upon the 

robbers and destroy them in their own lands. 

21 But Gidgiddoni said unto them: The Lord forbid; for 

if we should go up against them the Lord would deliver 

us into their hands;…we will not go against them, but 

we will wait till they shall come against us; 

therefore as the Lord liveth, if we do this he will 

deliver them into our hands. 

 

The people wanted to engage the Gadianton robbers in 

battle, thereby being the aggressors of the battle. They 

are informed that this was not the will of the Lord. In 

fact, the Lord’s directive as given “unto my servant Nephi, 

and thy fathers, Joseph, and Jacob, and Isaac, and Abraham, 

and all mine ancient prophets and apostles…they should not 

go out unto battle against any nation, kindred, tongue, or 

people, save I, the Lord commanded them.” (Doctrine and 

Covenants 98:33). If they did so, the Lord would deliver 

them into the hands of their opponents. 

 

3 Nephi 3:24-25 

 

24 And there were a great many thousand people who 

were called Nephites, who did gather themselves 

together in this land… 

25 And they did fortify themselves against their 

enemies; and they did dwell in one land, and in one 

body, and they did fear the words which had been 

spoken by Lachoneus, insomuch that they did repent of 

all their sins; and they did put up their prayers unto 

the Lord their God, that he would deliver them in the 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3%20Nephi-3
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time that their enemies should come down against them 

to battle. 

 

V. 3 Nephi 4 

 

As the robbers come down from their strongholds in the 

mountains they realized that conditions had dramatically 

changed. The cities and the lands of the Nephites were 

desolate. “And there was no game for the robbers save it 

were in the wilderness. And the robbers could not exist 

save it were in the wilderness, for the want of 

food…Therefore, there was not a chance for the robbers to 

plunder and to obtain food, save it were to come up in open 

battle against the Nephites…Giddianhi found that it was 

expedient that he would go up to battle against the 

Nephite, for there was no way that they could subsist save 

it were to plunder and rob and murder.” (3 Nephi 4:2-5). 

 

3 Nephi 4:7-8 

 

7 And it came to pass that they [Gadianton robbers] 

did come up to battle; and it was in the sixth month; 

and behold, great and terrible was the day that they 

did come up to battle; and they were girded about 

after the manner of robbers; and they had a lambskin 

about their loins, and they were dyed in blood, and 

their heads were shorn, and they had headplates upon 

them; and great and terrible was the appearance of the 

armies of Giddianhi, because of their being dyed in 

blood. 

8 And it came to pass that the armies of the Nephites, 

when they saw the appearance of the army of Giddianhi, 

had all fallen to the earth, and did lift their cries 

to the Lord their God, that he would spare them and 

deliver them out of the hands of their enemies. 

 

The response of the Nephites was to bow to the earth and 

rent their cries to heaven for deliverance. The armies of 

Giddianhi “supposed [when they saw the Nephites fallen to 

the earth] that the Nephites had fallen with fear because 

of their armies” (3 Nephi 4:9).  

 

Bryran Richards states, 

 

“The principle which applies to us is that whenever our 

personal challenges appear as overwhelming and frightening 

as an army dyed in blood with a great and terrible 
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appearance, we should remember to trust in the 

Lord…Therefore, our greatest personal challenges and fears 

should be faced prayerfully and received in the strength of 

the Lord.” (www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3 Nephi-4). 

 

3 Nephi 4:10-12 

 

10 But in this thing they [Gadianton robbers] were 

disappointed, for the Nephites did not fear them; but 

they did fear their God and did supplicate him for 

protection; therefore, when the armies of Giddianhi 

did rush upon them they were prepared to meet them; 

yea, in the strength of the Lord they did receive 

them. 

11 And the battle commenced in this the sixth month; 

and great and terrible was the battle thereof, yea, 

great and terrible was the slaughter thereof, insomuch 

that there never was known so great a slaughter among 

all the people of Lehi since he left Jerusalem. 

12 And notwithstanding the threatenings and the oaths 

which Giddianhi had made, behold, the Nephites did 

beat them, insomuch that they did fall back from 

before them.  

 

The enemies of righteousness in our day are not as clearly 

identified as the Gadianton robbers, but their words can be 

just as powerful. They may even come disguised as friends 

who tell us: “it’s no big deal, one won’t hurt you”; “come 

on, no one else will ever know”; “everyone is doing it, 

there is nothing wrong with it”; or, “you are your own 

boss, do what you want for a change.” Our strength to 

resist their subtle words is found in the same source as it 

was for the Nephites as they prepared to face the  

Gadianton robbers. It is the strength of the Lord. It is 

accumulated one drop at a time. It is strengthened whenever 

you say: No Thank you; I will know; It is wrong for me, or, 

I am free to choose and I choose not to go.  

 

3 Nephi 4:14 

 

14 And it came to pass that Giddianhi, who had stood 

and fought with boldness, was pursued as he fled; and 

being weary because of his much fighting he was 

overtaken and slain. And thus was the end of the 

Giddianhi the robber.      

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3%20Nephi-4
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Giddianhi was dead, but there is another leader willing to 

do the bidding of Satan. In this instance, it was 

Zemnarihah. There is a major problem he has to overcome if 

he is to defeat the Nephites. He and his army were 

dependent upon provisions and the land provided them no 

relief. On the other hand, the Nephites are well supplied.  

 

3 Nephi 4:18-20, 22 

 

18 …it was impossible for the robbers to lay siege 

sufficiently long to have any effect upon the 

Nephites, because of their much provision which they 

had laid up in store. 

19 And because of the scantiness of provisions among 

the robbers; for behold, they had nothing save it were 

meat for their substance,… 

20 And it came to pass that the wild game became 

scarce in the wilderness insomuch that the robbers 

were about to perish with hunger.  

 

22 And thus it became the desire of the people of 

Zemnarihah to withdraw from their design, because of 

the great destruction which came upon them by night 

and by day. 

 

LDS Church News reports, 

 

“Has any force “declared war” on those who love and fear 

God? 

 

“Do we face influences – perhaps well-intentioned but 

misled, or openly opposed to the will of God – that rely on 

half-truths, flattery, sophistry or outright lies to lead 

us away from our Heavenly Father and His Son, our Savior? 

 

“If war has been declared, where will the battle be fought? 

 

“And are we physically – spiritually – prepared for such a 

fight? 

 

“Enemies of righteousness, of course, are legion. 

Attempting to list every evil or even less-than-good 

influence in our lives is impossible. While Lachoneus’ 

enemy was pretty clearly defined, ours is schooled and 

highly trained in the art of not exposing who he really is. 
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“Our protection, however, is much the same today as it was 

for the Nephites. the list of those protections is 

certainly comparable, and probably greater than the list of 

evils we face. Thus listing all would be similarly 

impossible. But, as explained by Lachoneus, those 

protections center on faith in God, keeping His 

commandments and relying on the boundless and eternal love 

He unceasingly offers. 

 

“If we are constantly vigilant in doing the will of the 

Father, we, too, will find that it is impossible for our 

enemies to lay siege sufficiently long [enough] to have any 

effect on us. (See 3 Ne.4:18.)” (“Be constantly vigilant,” 

in LDS Church News, June 1, 1996). 

 

It is essential if we are to outlast our enemies, we must 

daily gather the necessary provisions that we will need 

when our battle with the adversary commences. Only if we 

are diligent in increasing our faith, and strengthening our 

testimony, and keeping the commandments will we be able to 

endure. 

 

3 Nephi 4:24-25, 27 

 

24 And now, Gidgiddoni being aware of the design, and 

knowing of their weakness because of the want of food, 

and the great slaughter which had been made among 

them, therefore he did send out his armies in the 

night-time, and did cut off the way of their retreat, 

and did place his armies in the way of their retreat.  

25 And this did they do in the night-time, and got on 

their march beyond the robbers, so that on the morrow, 

when the robbers began their march, they were met by 

the armies of the Nephites both in their front and in 

their rear. 

 

27 And there were many thousands who did yield 

themselves up prisoners unto the Nephites, and the 

remainder of them were slain. 

 

As Zemnarihah retreated from the stronghold of the 

Nephites, in their search for food, Gidgiddoni cut off his 

forces both from the front and the rear. The forces of the 

Gadianton robbers were defeated and Zemnarihah was taken 

prisoner. He was hung from a tree and then the tree was 

felled. At his death, these words were stated, 
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3 Nephi 4:29 

 

29 May the Lord preserve his people in righteousness 

and in holiness of heart, that they may cause to be 

felled to the earth all who shall seek to slay them 

because of power and secret combinations, even as this 

man hath been felled to the earth.  

 

The leader of the Gadianton robbers had been slain. His 

forces defeated. Fortunately, the Nephites recognized that 

the victory over the robbers was not due to military 

expertise, as able and inspired as had been Gidgiddoni’s 

command. 

 

3 Nephi 4:30-31, 33 [Underline added] 

 

30 And they did rejoice and cry again with one voice, 

saying, May the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob, protect this people in 

righteousness, so long as they shall call on the name 

of their God for protection. 

31 And it came to pass that they did break forth, all 

as one, in singing, and praising their God for the 

great thing which he had done for them, in preserving 

them from falling into the hands of their enemies. 

 

33 And their hearts were swollen with joy, unto the 

gushing out of many tears, because of the great 

goodness of God in delivering them out of the hands of 

their enemies; and they knew it was because of their 

repentance and their humility that they had been 

delivered from an everlasting destruction. 

 

In their celebration of deliverance from certain 

destruction by the Gadianton robbers, they knew and 

expressed their gratitude to God for his goodness and 

deliverance. Equally important, “they knew it was because 

of their repentance and their humility that they had been 

delivered…” (3 Nephi 4:33). It is an eternal truth, that 

had the people not heeded the words of Lachoneus (3 Nephi 

3:15), or “Nephi…and also many others (3 Nephi 1:23), they 

would have been destroyed. 

 

Neal A. Maxwell states, 

 

“Someday when we kneel again in those corridors where that 

special shout once echoes, having been delivered from our 
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last enemy, death, we will have hearts ‘swollen with joy, 

unto the gushing out of many tears.’ (3 Nephi 4:33.) It is 

a moment we must not miss! It is worth cheerfully enduring 

a few disappointments and pains now and letting a few 

mortal appetites go unsated.” (Notwithstanding My Weakness. 

Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1981, [Second printing, 

August, 1981], 58). 

 

VI. 3 Nephi 5 

 

3 Nephi 5:1-3 

 

1 And now behold, there was not a living soul among 

all the people of the Nephites who did doubt in the 

least the words of all the holy prophets who had 

spoken; for they knew that it must needs be that they 

must be fulfilled. 

2 And they knew that it must be expedient that Christ 

had come, because of the many signs which had been 

given, according to the words of the prophets; and 

because of the things which had come to pass already 

they knew that it must needs be that all things should 

come to pass according to that which had been spoken. 

3 Therefore they did forsake all their sins, and their 

abominations, and their whoredoms, and did serve God 

with all diligence day and night.  

 

The effects of the war had been valuable in softening the 

hearts of the Nephites. They knew that it was nothing other 

than the goodness of the Lord that accounted for their 

being spared. They had repented and “did forsake all their 

sins…and did serve God with all diligence day and night”  

(3 Nephi 5:3).  

 

During this time of religious reformation, the Nephites 

turned their attention to the robbers who had been placed 

in prison following their defeat (see 3 Nephi 4:27). And 

they “did cause that the word of God to be preached unto 

them; and as many was would repent of their sins and enter 

into a covenant that they would murder no more were set at 

liberty” (3 Nephi 5:4). 

 

3 Nephi 5:6 

 

6 And thus they did put an end to all those wicked, 

and secret, and abominable combinations, in the which  
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there was so much wickedness, and so many murders 

committed. 

 

John Taylor states, 

 

“God expects you to be true to your vows, to be true to 

yourselves, and to be true to your wives and children. If 

you become covenant breakers, you will be dealt with 

according to the laws of God. And the men presiding over 

you have no other alternative than to bring the covenant 

breaker to judgment. If they fail to do their duty, we 

shall be under the necessity of looking after them, for 

righteousness and purity must be maintained in our midst.” 

(The Gospel Kingdom. Selected, Arranged, and Annotated with 

an Introduction by G. Homer Durham. Salt Lake City; 

Bookcraft, 1943, 284-285). 

 

This injection directed to husbands, has application to all 

members of the Church of Jesus Christ, both past and 

present. The purity of the members of the church must be 

maintained. If not, not only would their salvation be 

affected but, more importantly, the integrity and good name 

of the Church.  

 

3 Nephi 5:10-11, 16-18 

 

10 Therefore I [Mormon] have made my record of these 

things according to the record of Nephi, which was 

engraven on the plates which were called the plates of 

Nephi. 

11 And behold, I do make the record on plates which I 

have made with mine own hands. 

 

16 Therefore I do make my record from the accounts 

which have been given by those who were before me, 

until the commencement of my day; 

17 And then I do make a record of the things which I 

have seen with mine own eyes. 

18 And I know the record which I make to be a just and 

a true record; nevertheless there are many things 

which, according to our language, we are not able to 

write. 

 

With these words, the ancient prophet, Mormon, shared his 

witness as being the one who abridged the records from 

which the Book of Mormon were taken. Joseph Smith is not 

the author of this ancient record, that responsibility was 
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given to Mormon, and his son, Moroni. Joseph Smith 

transcribed this record through the power of God that they 

might come forth in our day. 

 

3 Nephi 5:20, 12-13 

 

20 I am Mormon, and a pure descendant of Lehi. I have 

reason to bless my God and my Savior Jesus Christ, 

that he brought our fathers out of the land of 

Jerusalem (and no one knew it save it were himself and 

those whom he brought out that land) and that he hath 

given me and my people so much knowledge unto the 

salvation of our souls. 

 

12 And behold, I am called Mormon, being called after 

the land of Mormon, the land in which Alma did 

establish the church among the people, yea, the first 

church which was established among them after their 

transgression. 

13 Behold, I am a disciple of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God. I have been called of him to declare his word 

among his people, that they might have everlasting 

life.  

 

These words, juxtaposed for clearer reading, provide brief 

autobiographical information regarding Mormon, including 

his name, heritage, and calling. 

 

Mormon briefly noted the important purposes of the Book of 

Mormon. These include: (1) “Bringing a remnant of the seed 

of Joseph to the knowledge of the Lord their God”;  

(2) “Gather[ing] from the four quarters of the earth all 

the remnant the seed of Jacob, who are scattered abroad 

upon all the face of the earth”; and,(3) “As…covenanted 

with all the house of Jacob,…[and will] be fulfilled in his 

own due time, unto the restoring all the house of Jacob 

unto the knowledge of the covenant that he hath covenanted 

with them” (3 Nephi 5:23-25). The gathering of the house of 

Jacob will commence with their coming first to a knowledge 

of “their Redeemer, who is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 

and then shall they be gathered in from the four quarters 

of the earth unto their own lands, from whence they have 

been dispersed; yea, as the Lord liveth so shall it be. 

Amen” (3 Nephi 5:26).  

 

It is enlightening to know that the gathering of “a remnant 

of the seed of Joseph to a knowledge of the Lord their God, 
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and the gathering of “the house of Jacob” commenced with 

the coming forth of the Book of Mormon. (see 3 Nephi 21:1-

7; 29:1-2.) 

 

VII. 3 Nephi 6 

 

3 Nephi, Chaper 6, begins with the “people of 

Nephi…return[ing] to their own lands. They took with them 

the provisions they had not used during the time of their 

central gathering. They also gave land to “those robbers 

who had entered into a covenant of peace…that they might 

have with their labors, wherewith to subsist upon” (3 Nephi  

6:1-3). 

 

3 Nephi 6:4-5 

 

4 And they began again to prosper and to wax great; 

and the twenty and sixth and seventh years passed 

away, and there was great order in the land; and they 

had formed their laws according to equity and justice. 

5 And now there was nothing in all the land to hinder 

the people from prospering continually, except they 

should fall into transgression. 

 

For approximately four years the people lived in peace. The 

protection they had received from the Lord was fresh in 

their minds. They had been protected from destruction. 

Righteousness and peace reigned among all the people. 

 

3 Nephi 6:10-13 

 

10 But it came to pass in the twenty and ninth year 

there began to be some disputings among the people; 

and some were lifted up unto pride and boastings 

because of their exceedingly great riches, yea, even 

unto great persecutions; 

11 For there were many merchants in the land, and also 

many lawyers, and many officers. 

12 And the people began to be distinguished by ranks, 

according to their riches and their chances for 

learning; yea, some were ignorant because of their 

poverty, and others did receive great learning because 

of their riches. 

13 Some were lifted up in pride, and others were 

exceedingly humble; some did return railing for 

railing, while others would receive railing and 

persecution and all manner of afflictions, and would 
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not turn and revile again, but were humble and 

penitent before God. 

 

In lesson BM#34, the “Pride Cycle,” was introduced with its 

cyclical application to the history of the Nephites and 

Lamanites. These people had just experienced “destruction 

and suffering” at the hand of the Gadianton robbers. 

Following their defeat, the people then experienced a 

period of “humility and repentance,” which then led to them 

experiencing “righteousness and prosperity.” Now after four 

short years, they began the phase of “pride and 

wickedness.” Disputations, pride and boasting occurred as a 

result of some having great riches. The rich, due to their 

opportunity for learning, initially looked down upon the 

ignorant because of their poverty. Then they began to 

persecute them. These attitudes and sins also found a place 

within the membership of the church. Un-repented sins 

affected the very foundation of the church and its 

membership. 

 

3 Nephi 6:14-15 

 

14 And thus there became a great inequality in all the 

land, insomuch that the church began to be broken up; 

yea, insomuch that in the thirtieth year the church 

was broken up in all the land save it were among a few 

of the Lamanites who were converted unto the true 

faith; and they would not depart from it, for they 

were firm and steadfast, and immovable, willing with 

all diligence to keep the commandments of the Lord. 

15 Now the cause of this iniquity of the people was 

this—-Satan had great power, unto the stirring up of 

the people to do all manner of iniquity, and to the 

puffing them up with pride, tempting them to seek for 

power, and authority, and riches, and the vain things 

of the world.  

  

We also live in a time when wickedness is rampant and we 

may yet experience a time of persecution. Satan is alive 

and well in our day. The war for the souls of men that 

began in heaven, continues to rage in our day. We, like our 

righteous Lamanite brothers, have a choice as to how we 

will respond. They did not respond in kind when they were 

persecuted. They were instead humble and contrite in their 

actions. We may say even patient and longsuffering. They 

were true to their faith, and did not depart from keeping 

the commandments. They were firm, steadfast, and immovable 
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in their testimonies. They continued to offer their 

prayers, renewed their covenants and lifted up those in 

need. It order for us to win this battle, we must do 

likewise.  

  

3 Nephi 6:18 

 

18 Now they did not sin ignorantly, for they knew the 

will of God concerning them, for it had been taught 

unto them; therefore they did willfully rebel against 

God. 

 

It is one thing to sin unaware. It is another to sin 

knowing the law. The first group sin innocently. The second 

group sin by trampling on the covenants they had embraced 

and upon their author, Jesus Christ. Without full and 

complete repentance, the full weight of the law of justice 

will fall upon the individual and people who are guilty of 

these sins.  

 

3 Nephi 6:20 

 

20 And there began to be men inspired from heaven and 

sent forth, standing among the people in all the land, 

preaching and testifying boldly of the sins and 

iniquities of the people and testifying unto them 

concerning the redemption which the Lord would make 

for his people, or in other words, the resurrection of 

Christ; and they did testify boldly of his death and 

sufferings. 

 

Prior to delivering the promised destruction the Lord  

promised, He called the prophets to give a final voice of 

warning to the people. This warning gave those who are 

receptive, the opportunity to repent. It also served as a 

final warning to those who are wicked. In this manner, the 

Lord manifested his mercy and patience for his rebellious 

children by giving them an opportunity to repent that they 

might avoid the promised destruction.  

 

3 Nephi 6:21, 23 

 

21 Now there were many of the people who were 

extremely angry because of those who testified of 

these things; and those who were angry were chiefly 

the chief judges, and they who had been high priests 
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and lawyers; yea, all those who were lawyers were 

angry with those who testified of these things. 

 

23 Now there were many of those who testified of the 

things pertaining to Christ who testified boldly, who 

were taken and put to death secretly by the judges, 

that the knowledge of their death came not unto the 

governor the land until after their death.  

 

The actions of those individuals who were putting the 

Lord’s servants to death, are reminiscent of today’s “death 

squads” who act under the direction of powerful leaders 

whose power allowed them to operate outside the law. 

 

When the judges were finally brought to trial for having 

“condemned the prophets of the Lord unto death, not 

according to the law”, as a result of “judges [having] many 

friends…they did enter into a covenant one with 

another…which covenant was given and administered by the 

devil, to combine against all righteousness.” (3 Nephi 

6:25-28).  

 

This group was so powerful among the Nephites that they 

“set at defiance the laws and rights of their country…[and 

seek] to destroy the governor, and to establish a king over 

the land” (3 Nephi 6:30). 

 

VIII. 3 Nephi 7 

 

3 Nephi 7:1-3 

 

1 Now behold, I [Mormon] will show unto you that they 

did not establish a king over the land; but in this 

same year, yea, the thirtieth year, they did destroy 

upon the judgment-seat, yea, did murder the chief 

judge of the land. 

2 And the people were divided one against another; and 

they did separate one from another into tribes, every 

man according to his family and his kindred and 

friends; and thus they did destroy the government of 

the land. 

3 And every tribe did appoint a chief or a leader over 

them; and thus, they became tribes and leaders of 

tribes. 

 

James R. Moss states, 
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“In A.D. 30, the last chief judge of the once great Nephite 

nation was assinated by a secret combination of judges, 

lawyers, and apostate high priests. That murder ended the 

sole republic of the Nephite record and continued a process 

of social disintegration halted only by the coming of the 

resurrected Christ. In that process, the unrighteous 

Nephites destroyed what remained of the governmental 

regulation and divided their society into tribal units. One 

large band selected ‘one of the chiefest who had given his 

voice against the prophets who testified of Jesus’ to be 

their king (3 Ne. 7:10.) The reign of the judges [presented 

by King Benjamin] had lasted only 120 years.” (“Six Nephite 

Judges: A Study in Integrity,” in Ensign, September 1977, 

61). 

 

Does this tragic event have any application to us today? 

 

Joseph Fielding Smith states, 

 

“Now I tell you it is time the people of the United States 

were waking up with the understanding that if they don’t 

save the Constitution from the dangers that threaten it, we 

will have a change of government.” (Conference Report, 

April, 1950, 159). 

 

Joseph Smith states, 

 

“Even this nation will be on the very verge of crumbling to 

pieces and tumbling to the ground, and when the 

Constitution is upon the brink of ruin, this people will be 

the staff upon which the nation shall lean, and they shall 

bear the Constitution away from the very verge of 

destruction.” (In Howard and Martha Coray Notebook, July 

19, 1840, quoted by Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndom W. Cook, 

comps. and eds., The Words of Joseph Smith (Provo, Utah: 

Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, 1980, 

[Grandin Book Company, Third Printing, 1994], 416). 

 

Given the circumstances of the Nephi nation and our own day 

when wickedness reigns, one must ponder how far the people 

of our nation will go before they will repent and turn to 

the God of this land who is Jesus Christ? Will we also be 

on the brink of destruction before we will consider our 

ways, humble ourselves, and choose righteousness over 

wickedness?   

 

 



28 

 

3 Nephi 7:6-8 

 

6 And the regulations of the government were 

destroyed, because of the secret combination of the 

friends and kindreds of those who murdered the 

prophets. 

7 And they did cause a great contention in the land, 

insomuch that the more righteous part of the people 

had nearly all become wicked; yea, there were but few 

righteous men among them. 

8 And thus six years had not passed away since the 

more part of the people had turned from their 

righteousness, like the dog to his vomit, or like the 

sow to her wallowing in the mire. 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“The Nephites had stooped so low that similes of vomit 

eating dogs and wallowing swine seemed to be the most 

appropriate representations, especially since both could go 

from clean to dirty in such a short amount of time. Less 

than ten years prior, there was not a living soul among all 

the people of the Nephites who did doubt in the least the 

words of all the holy prophets (3 Ne.5:1). Now there were 

but few righteous men among them (v.7). 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3 Nephi-7). 

 

3 Nephi 7:15-16 

 

15 And it came to pass that Nephi—-having been visited 

by angels and also the voice of the Lord, therefore 

having seen angels, and being eye-witness, and having 

had power given unto him that he might know concerning 

the ministry of Christ, and also being eye—witness to 

their quick return from righteousness unto their 

wickedness and abominations; 

16 Therefore, being grieved for the hardness of their 

hearts and the blindness of their minds—-went forth 

among them in that same year, and began to testify, 

boldly, repentance and remission of sins through faith 

on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Nephi, is the son of Nephi, or Nephi 2. He is the Lord’s 

anointed prophet upon the earth at this time. The  

government of the Nephites based upon the reign of judges 

had been destroyed by secret combinations. The people are 

divided into separate tribes and wickedness prevailed in 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3%20Nephi-7
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the land. It is the worst of times for the Nephite nation. 

He did not fail, however, to fulfill his prophetic calling. 

He went forth armed with righteousness and cried repentance 

to his people. 

 

3 Nephi 7:18-19 

 

18 And it came to pass that they were angry with him, 

even because he had greater power than they, for it 

were not possible that they could disbelieve his 

words, for so great was his faith on the Lord Jesus 

Christ that angels did minister unto him daily. 

19 And in the name of Jesus did he cast our devils and 

unclean spirits; and even his brother did he raise 

from the dead, after he had been stoned and suffered 

death by the people.  

 

While the conditions under which Nephi 2 was called to 

serve as the Lord’s prophet are terrible, the Lord stands 

by his prophet and gives him the means necessary in order 

for him to deliver His message to the people. Nephi’s words 

could not be ignored. Despite the wickedness of the people, 

“it were not possible that they could disbelieve his 

words…[and] angels did minister unto him daily” (3 Nephi 

7:18). 

 

3 Nephi 7:20-22 

 

20 And the people saw it, and did witness of it 

[raising his brother from the dead], and were angry 

with him because of his power; and he did also do many 

more miracles, in the sight of the people, in the name 

of Jesus. 

     21 And it came to pass that the thirty and first year 

did pass away, and there were but few who were 

converted unto the Lord; but as many as were converted 

did truly signify unto the people that they had been 

visited by the power and Spirit of God, which was in 

Jesus Christ, in whom they believed. 

22 And as many as had devils cast out from them, and 

were healed of their sicknesses and their infirmities, 

did truly manifest unto the people that they had been 

wrought upon by the Spirit of God, and had been 

healed; and they did show forth signs also and did do 

some miracles among the people. 
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Despite the prevalence of wickedness that existed among the 

people at this time, sufficient faith existed so that 

miracles could be performed. These miracles, combined with 

their existing faith, were sufficient initially to bring a 

“few” to become members of the Church. Faith in Jesus 

Christ, led to recognition and repentance from sin, and 

then to the waters of baptism. Following their baptism, 

hands were then laid on their head and they received the 

gift of the Holy Ghost. (see 3 Nephi 7:24-25.)  

 

During the thirty and third year (vs.23),…”there were 

many…that were baptized unto repentance” (3 Nephi 7:26). 

It is important to understand that Nephi was not alone in 

this work of redemption, for “there were ordained of Nephi, 

men unto this ministry” (3 Nephi 7:25), so that the work 

could go forth even during these most difficult times. 

 

Chauncey C. Riddle states, 

 

“In this final state of wickedness the Lord sought yet a 

third time to recover his people, the Nephites. He sent his 

faithful servant Nephi, and others to bear a final witness 

before the day of wrath and vengeance… 

 

“The few who were righteous hearkened to the words of the 

prophets and Nephi; the many who were wicked stonily 

rejected both them and God, ultimately rejecting their own 

redemption. Now it was the time for the Lord to do his 

great work of vengeance.” (“Days of Wickedness and 

Vengeance: Analysis of 3 Nephi 6 and 7,” in The Book of 

Mormon: Helaman Through 3 Nephi 8, According To Thy Word, 

Vol.7.  Edited by Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr.  

Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young 

University, 1992, 199). 

 

IX. Conclusions 

 

It almost feels like we have been on a rollercoaster ride 

as we have experienced the ups and down of the Nephites and 

Lamanites over this period of their history. It does, 

however, feel like there have been more downs than ups. 

Unfortunately, there may be many similarities with the 

times in which we live, along with important lessons for us 

to gleam. 

 

In 3 Nephi, Chapter 1, Nephi, the son of Helaman, departed 

the land. His son, Nephi 2, became the keeper of the 
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records and the Prophet of the Church. The prophecy by 

Samuel, the Lamanite, regarding the day-and-a-night-and a 

day without darkness, which signifies the birth of Jesus 

Christ, had not yet occurred. This resulted in fear by the 

believers. The unbelievers are so certain that the sign is 

not going to be given, that they are prepared to put the 

believers to death if the sign did not occur. Nephi 2 

sought the Lords direction and learned that very night the 

sign was going to be given. It is important to remember 

that all the Lord’s promises, as given through his 

prophets, will be fulfilled. Despite the lyings sent forth 

by Satan, the people did believe, and many were converted. 

Concurrently, the Gadianton robbers increased in power 

among the people. 

 

3 Nephi, Chapter 2, we learned that signs and wonders did 

not really convert the people and many began to believe 

that the doctrine of Christ was foolishness. However, as a 

result of the increased strength of the Gadianton robbers, 

the Lamanites and Nephites joined together in order to 

defeat them. As a result of their iniquity, the people were 

ripe for destruction at the hands of the Gadianton robbers. 

 

In 3 Nephi 3, Giddianhi, the leader of the Gadianton 

robbers sent a letter to Lachoneus, the governor of the 

Nephites. Despite his threats, Lachoneus stood firm. He did 

not react in fear. He gathered all the people to one place; 

built fortifications, and told the people they must repent. 

He called Gidgiddoni as his military leader who is also a 

prophet of God. While the Nephites wanted to attack the 

Gadianton robbers, Gidgiddoni told them if they were not 

the aggressors, the Lord would deliver them. If they 

attack, the Lord would deliver them to their enemy. An 

important lesson for us to remember to not to act in fear 

and to always trust the Lord.    

 

In 3 Nephi, Chapter 4, due to the lack of available food, 

the Gadianton robbers found “it was impossible for them to 

lay siege sufficiently long enough to have any effect upon 

the Nephites” (3 Nephi 4:18). As a result, they turned away 

from the Nephies. The Nephite army pursued them at night 

and at daybreak were able to block them from going forward. 

The robbers retreated, only to find another division of 

Nephites that stopped them. A great battle ensued and the 

Gadianton robbers were defeated. The Nephites gave the 

praise to God as they realized that He had spared them, not 

due to their military strategy, but as a result of their 
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repentance and humility. It was a important lesson for 

them, and us, to learn. 

 

In 3 Nephi, Chapter 5, as a result of the defeat of the 

Gadianton robbers and being spared destruction by the Lord, 

the Nephites forsook their sins and served God. There was 

peace again in the land. Mormon, who abridged the record, 

bore his witness that the record was true from which the 

Book of Mormon is taken. He stated one of the purposes of 

the Book of Mormon is to bring a remnant of the seed of 

Joseph to a knowledge of God. It is also to assist in 

gathering the scattered house of Jacob to a knowledge of 

Jesus Christ and his gospel and then to bring them to the 

lands of their inheritance.  

 

In 3 Nephi, Chapter 6, the Nephites and Lamanites returned 

to their own land. They experienced approximately four 

years of peace and prosperity and then they were again  

lifted up in pride and wickedness. As a result their 

wickedness, the church also broke up and there are but few 

Lamanites who are righteous. They are steadfast and 

immovable in their testimony of the truth and their 

obedience to the commandments. We can learn much from their 

example of righteousness during times of acute wickedness. 

The Lord appointed his servants to call the people to 

repentance or they will be put to death.  

 

3 Nephi, Chapter 7, we learn that the those who wanted a 

king, acted in secrecy and the chief judge is murdered. The 

government was destroyed and the people organize themselves 

into tribes. (We can not help but wonder what will be the 

fate of our nation if the people continue in wickedness.) 

Nephi 2 performed a great mission for the Lord as he goes 

forth and called the people to repentance. He was given 

such great power that “it were not possible that they could 

disbelieve his words” (3 Nephi 7:18). He performed great 

miracles, including raising his brother who had been stoned 

to death by the people. Few, however, were converted as the 

majority of the people continued in their wickedness.  

 

In the next lesson [BM#37], we will learn of the events 

that preceded the appearance of the resurrected Savior to 

the Nephites. We will also address his teachings to those 

who were gathered at the temple in the land of Bountiful.   

 

 

 


