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I. Introduction 

 

As the Savior continued his instructions on Day Two, he 

quoted from the prophecies of Isaiah and Malachi. 

From Isaiah 54, he addressed the future prosperity of Zion 

and his covenant relationship with her. He referenced 

Malachi 3, as he expounded upon the preparations necessary 

for his Second Coming, as well as Malachi 4, regarding the 

great and dreadful day of the Lord. This event would be 

preceded by the return of the Prophet Elijah. Jesus also 

requested an important addition be made to the record. This 

underlined the importance of keeping accurate records. He 

concluded his teachings with a summary of the history of 

the world. Mormon then provided an editorial summary of the 

ministry of Christ to the Nephites.  

 

Outline of 3 Nephi 22-26: 

 

“A. 3 Nephi 22:  Savior cites Isaiah 54 as having 

                 fulfillment in latter days. 

 

“B. 3 Nephi 23:  Jesus attests importance of Isaiah’s 

                 prophecies. He stresses importance of 

                 keeping Church records by commanding that 

                 omissions be supplied. 

 

“C. 3 Nephi 24:  Savior quotes Malachi 3 to Nephites 

                 [and expounds upon his words]. 

 

“D. 3 Nephi 25:  Savior quotes Malachi 4 to Nephites 

                 [and expounds upon his words]. 

   

“E. 3 Nephi 26:  [Savior addressed] all things from the 

                 beginning until he comes in glory. 

                 Children speak marvelous things. The 
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                 Twelve teach and baptize.” (Sidney B. 

                 Sperry. Book of Mormon Compendium. Salt 

                 Lake City: Bookcraft, 1968, 392). 

 

II. 3 Nephi 22/Isaiah 54 

 

Regarding Isaiah 54, Terry Ball and Nathan Winn state, 

 

“In Isaiah 54 the prophet [Isaiah] returns to a…time…when 

the ensign or gospel, will be raised up among the Gentiles 

who will help gather scattered and lost Israel, restore 

them to the covenants, and be recognized as part of the 

covenant family.” (Making Sense of Isaiah: Insights and 

Modern Applications. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 

153). 

 

As Jesus referenced the gathering of the House of Israel as 

he taught the Nephites, it is understandable that he would 

also reference the writings of Isaiah in this important 

matter. 

 

3 Nephi 22:1 

 

1 And then shall that which is written come to pass: 

Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth 

singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not bear; 

break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou didst 

not travail with child; for more are the children of 

the desolate than the children of the married wife, 

saith the Lord. 

 

Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, and Tina M. Peterson state, 

 

“The barren woman seems to be Israel, who had not 

previously borne the promised fruit of her covenant with 

God. She has never travailed with child, but will rejoice 

to have children (meaning the blessings of the covenant) as 

a result of another’s travail, that of Christ (53:11).” 

(Understanding Isaiah. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 

1998, 480). 

 

Jeffrey R. Holland adds, 

 

“Even though there has been barrenness and sometimes 

unfaithfulness, yet will the husband (Christ) reclaim and 

redeem his bride (Israel). The imagery of Jehovah as 

bridegroom and Israel as bride is amongst the most commonly 
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used metaphors in scriptures, being used by the Lord and 

his prophets to describe the relationship between Deity and 

the children of the covenant.” (Christ and the New 

Covenant. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997, 290). 

 

3 Nephi 22:2-3 

 

2 Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch 

forth the curtains of thy habitations; spare not, 

lengthen thy cords and strengthen thy stakes.   

3 For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on 

the left, and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles and 

make the desolate cities to be inhabited. 

 

Hoyt W. Brewster Jr. states, 

 

“The clarion call to ‘enlarge’ and ‘strengthen’ the stakes 

of Zion was given anciently to Isaiah (Is. 54:2), repeated 

to the Nephites (3 Ne. 22:2),and reiterated in our day  

(D&C 109:59; 133:9). …[Stakes] are places where the Saints 

of God may be instructed more perfectly in the doctrines of 

salvation. As the number of stakes increases, the influence 

of the protective tent expands to reach more of the earth’s 

inhabitant. The ultimate goal is to stretch it over the 

entire earth, to gather all people under its protection.”  

(Isaiah Plain and Simple. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 

1995, 263). 

 

As Jesus addressed the Nephites regarding the gathering of 

the House of Israel, he reminds them of their 

responsibility to the Gentiles. They were to instruct them 

regarding the principles of His Gospel so that they may be 

brought into membership in the House of Israel and, 

thereby, receive the promised blessings. 

 

3 Nephi 22:4 

 

4 Fear not, for thou shalt not be ashamed; neither be 

thou confounded, for thou shalt not be put to shame; 

for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and 

shalt not remember thy reproach of thy youth, and 

shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any 

more.  
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Hoyt W. Brewster Jr. continues, 

 

The shame of Israel’s youth “refers to her unfaithfulness 

in her earlier years, when she sought after false gods 

rather than remaining true to her covenant Husband the Lord 

God Jehovah. This was a time not only of shameful conduct, 

but also of spiritual sterility when she was not blessed 

with increase. Some commentators have suggested this shame 

could mean her periods of captivity, such as the Egyptian 

bondage.” (Isaiah Plain and Simple. Salt Lake City: Deseret 

Book Co., 1995, 265). 

 

3 Nephi 22:5-6 

 

5 For thy maker, the husband, the Lord of Hosts is his 

name; and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel—-the 

God of the whole earth shall he be called. 

6 For the Lord hath called thee as a woman forsaken 

and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou 

wast refused, saith thy God. 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“In the language of the scriptures, the Lord of Hosts is 

the bridegroom and his bride is the House of Israel. In 

spite of one of the rockiest engagements imaginable, the 

bridegroom never gave up on his unworthy bride. It is a 

marriage which could have been realized long ago but will 

only be consummated in the Millennium when the bride will 

finally be ready. Then will the bridegroom be the husband 

who will show her everlasting kindness, wiping away all 

tears from her eyes (see Rev 21:2-14).” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-22). 

 

3 Nephi 22:7-10 

 

7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee, but with 

great mercies will I gather thee. 

8 In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 

moment, but with everlasting kindness will I have 

mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer.   

9 For this, the waters of Noah unto me, for as I have 

sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over 

the earth, so have I sworn that I would not be wroth 

with thee. 

10 For the mountains shall depart and the hills be 

removed, but my kindness shall not depart from thee, 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-22


5 

 

neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, 

said the Lord that hath mercy on thee. 

 

These verses reiterate the promise from the Lord of his 

everlasting patience and kindness with scattered, but often 

disobedient, Israel. His arm of forgiveness is yet offered 

to them. Just as he promised Noah that he would never again 

destroy the earth by water [Genesis 9:15], or if upheaval 

would occur that would cause the “mountain [to] depart and 

the hills [to] be removed,” his promise would be secure. 

 

It seems to me that the word “Not” is missing from Isaiah 

54:7. It would then read, “Not for a small moment have I 

forsaken thee.” It would then be congruent with Deuteronomy 

4:31, “For the LORD thy God is a merciful God; he will not 

forsake thee” and, Hebrews 13:5, “…for he hath said, I will 

never leave thee, or forsake thee.” In this manner the Lord 

makes it clear to Israel that he would never forsake her, 

not even for a small moment. In the face of life’s 

challenges and adversity, it seems to me, that Israel, and 

also us, need to know that no matter what may occur, the 

Lord would never leave us alone. We read in Isaiah 49, that 

it is us that will doubt the Lord’s endurance. “But Zion 

said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten 

me…yea, they may forget, yet will I [Lord] not forget thee. 

Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy 

walls are continually before me.” (Isaiah 49:14-16). 

 

3 Nephi 22:11-12 

 

11 O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not 

comforted! Behold, I will lay thy stones with fair 

colors, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. 

12 And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy 

gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant 

stones.  

 

Hoyt W. Brewster Jr. states, 

 

“Windows [pinnacles or turrets] of agates [rubies], gates 

of carbuncles [sparkling jewels], borders [walls] of 

pleasant [precious] stones.’ These could symbolize the 

beauty of the holy city, or dwelling place of the Saints of 

God, and the material blessing that will be poured out upon 

the righteous.” (Isaiah Plain and Simple. Salt Lake City: 

Deseret Book Co., 1995, 269). 
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3 Nephi 22:16-17 

 

l6 Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the 

coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an 

instrument for his work; and I have created the waster 

to destroy. 

17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall 

prosper; and every tongue that shall revile against 

thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the 

heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their 

righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.  

 

Gerald N. Lund states, 

 

“Joseph [Smith, Jr.] was surely the Smith who forged the 

instrument by which the Lord’s people continue to prepare 

individually and collectively for the Savior’s return-—and 

that instrument is The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints.” (“Prophet of the Fullness of Times,” in Ensign, 

January 1997, 54). 

 

Joseph Smith states, 

 

“No unhallowed hand can stop the work from progressing; 

persecutions may rage, mobs may combine, armies may 

assemble, calumny may defame, but the truth of God will go 

forth boldly, nobly and independent, till it has penetrated 

every clime, swept every country, and sounded in every ear, 

till the purposes of God shall be accomplished, and the 

Great Jehovah shall say the work is done.” (History of the 

Church, Vol. 4. Edited by B. H. Roberts. Salt Lake City: 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1932-51, 

[Second Edition Revised], 540). 

 

Chart 1. 3 Nephi 22: God’s Promises and Israel’s  

                    Millennial Hope 

 

     Verses Husband Provides 

       Wife 

Jehovah Provides 

      Israel 

1-3 Children Gathering and Great 

Growth 

4-8 Love Mercy and 

Redemption 

9-10 Commitment Unbreakable 

Covenant 

11-12 Material Comfort Splendor in a New 

Jerusalem 
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13-17 Protection for the 

Family 

Peace, Freedom from 

Fear and Oppression 

for Zion 

 

Reference: Jeffrey R. Holland. Christ and the New Covenant. 

Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997, 291. 

 

III. 3 Nephi 23 

 

3 Nephi 23:1-5 

 

1 And now, behold, I say unto you, that ye ought to 

search these things [Isaiah]. Yea, a commandment I 

give unto you that ye search these things diligently; 

for great are the words of Isaiah. 

2 For surely he spake as touching all things 

concerning my people which are of the house of Israel; 

therefore it must needs be that he must speak also to 

the Gentiles. 

3 And all things that he spake have been and shall be, 

even according to the words which he spake. 

4 Therefore give heed to my words; write the things 

which I have told you; and according to the time and 

the will of the Father they shall go forth unto the 

Gentiles.  

5 And whosoever will hearken unto my words and 

repenteth and is baptized, the same shall be saved. 

Search the prophets, for many there be that testify of 

these things. 

 

This is a further reiteration of the words of the Savior to 

the people when he told them, “the words of Isaiah should 

be fulfilled—-behold they are written, ye have them before 

you, therefore search them—-“ (3 Nephi 20:11). He is now 

commanding them to do so for “great are the words of 

Isaiah” (3 Nephi 23:1). 

 

Monte S. Nyman states, 

 

“Isaiah is the only book of the sixty-six books in the 

Bible that has been singled out with a commandment to 

search it. Isaiah’s words were great because in his 

prophecies he had touched “all things concerning…the house 

of Israel.’ Because the house of Israel had been scattered 

among the Gentiles, it was expedient for Isaiah to ‘speak 

also to the Gentiles’ (v.2) in order that the scattered 

Israelites among them would be able to know of the 
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covenants that had been made to their fathers. At the same 

time, the Gentiles would have the opportunity to accept the 

gospel and be numbered with Israel. Jesus said further that 

all of Isaiah’s words had or would be fulfilled (v.3). 

Elder Wilford Woodruff stated: ‘three fourths of [Isaiah’s] 

prophecies relate to the establishment of the kingdom of 

God in the latter days’ (Journals of Discourse 14:6). Thus, 

Jesus admonished the Nephites to ‘give heed to [his] words’ 

and to write them so that ‘according to the will of the 

Father, they shall go forth unto the Gentiles’ (v.4). Those 

who would hearken to Jesus’ words (spoken to and recorded 

by the Nephites), and repent and be baptized, would obtain 

salvation (v.5), whether they be of the house of Israel or 

Gentile.” (Book of Mormon Commentary: Divine Ministry The 

First Gospel. Orem, Utah: Granite Publishing and 

Distribution, LLC, 2003, 349). 

 

As noted by Monte S. Nyman, those who receive the gospel 

and its ordinances, including baptism and the Holy Ghost, 

become members of the house of Israel. 

 

Joseph Fielding Smith states, 

 

“Every person who embraces the gospel becomes of the house 

of Israel. In other words, they become members of the 

chosen lineage, or Abraham’s children through Isaac and 

Jacob unto whom the promises were made. The great majority 

of those who become members of the Church are literal 

descendants of Abraham through Ephraim, son of Joseph. 

Those who are not literal descendants of Abraham and Israel 

become such, and when they are baptized and confirmed they 

are grafted into the tree and are entitled to all the 

rights and privileges as heirs” (Doctrine of Salvation, 

Vol. 3. Compiled by Bruce R. McConkie. Salt Lake City: 

Bookcraft, 1956, [18
th
 Printing, 1978], 346). 

 

Jesus “after expound[ing] all the scriptures unto them 

which they had received” stated, “other scriptures I would 

that ye should write, that ye have not” (3 Nephi 23:6). At 

this time, Jesus said to Nephi,  

 

3 Nephi 23:9-13 

 

9 …I commanded my servant Samuel, the Lamanite, that 

he should testify unto this people, that at the day 

that the Father should glorify his name in me that 

there were many saints who should arise from the dead, 
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and should appear unto many, and should minister unto 

them…Was it not so? 

l0 And his disciples answered him and said: Yea, Lord, 

Samuel did prophesy according to thy words, and they 

were all fulfilled. 

11 And Jesus said unto them: How be it that ye have 

not written this thing, that many saints did arise and 

appear unto many and did minister unto them? 

12 And it came to pass that Nephi remembered that this 

thing had not been written. 

13 And it came to pass that Jesus commanded that it 

should be written; therefore it was written according 

as he commanded. 

 

What was missing from the Nephite record that Jesus 

directed to be included, and why might it be necessary? 

 

Matthew 27:52-53 

 

52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the 

saints which slept arose, 

53 And came out of the graves after his [Christ’s] 

resurrection, and went into the holy city, and 

appeared unto many. 

 

This event occurred in the Old World at the time of 

Christ’s resurrection. It meant that others who had been 

dead were also resurrected at the time of Christ’s 

resurrection. It was a witness of Christ’s power to not 

only resurrect himself, but also others. It had also been 

prophesied by Samuel, the Lamanite, and recorded, that at 

the time of Christ’s appearance in ancient America, “many 

saints…should arise from the dead, and should appear unto 

many, and should administer unto them.” (Helaman 14:25; 3 

Nephi 23:9). The fulfillment of this prophecy had not been  

recorded, and, according to the witness of the disciples, 

it had occurred. It was Christ’s desire that it be included 

in the record. Why might it be important and need to be 

recorded?  

 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

“Each person to whom such a resurrected saint ministered 

became a witness both of the resurrection and of such 

revealed knowledge relative to resurrected beings as he 

then received. (Hel. 14:25; 3 Nephi 23:7-13.)” (Promised 

Messiah. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1978, 278). 
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The Book of Mormon, Another Testament of Jesus Christ, 

stands as a witness, along with the Holy Bible, of the 

truth of not only Christ’s own resurrection, but of his 

ability to resurrect others. This event occurred in the Old 

World. It also occurred in ancient America.  

 

3 Nephi 23:14 

 

14 And now it came to pass that when Jesus had 

expounded all the scriptures in one, which they had 

written, he commanded them that they should teach the 

things which he had expounded unto them. 

 

Kent P. Jackson states, 

 

“To ‘expound all scriptures in one’ perhaps means to bring 

all the revealed word of God to one focal point, laying 

stress on that toward which all scriptures points-—the 

mission of Jesus Christ. Having done this, Jesus commanded 

his disciples that they teach to others what he had taught 

them, thus building a pure doctrinal understanding that 

would continue into subsequent generations.” (“Teaching 

from the Words of the Prophets,” in Studies in Scripture: 

Alma 30 to Moroni, Vol. 8. Edited by Kent P. Jackson. Salt 

Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1988, 197). 

 

Additional collaboration is provided by Jesus himself when 

he used similar words when speaking to the two disciples 

whom he met on the road to Emmaus. “And beginning at Moses 

and all the prophets, he expounded unto them all the 

scriptures concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). In this 

encounter, he provided for them, from the existing 

scriptural record, prophetic insight regarding his death 

and resurrection. He also provided scriptural evidence in 

order to strengthen their faith and understanding of His 

resurrection. 

 

IV. 3 Nephi 24 

 

3 Nephi 24:1 

 

1 And it came to pass that he [Jesus] commanded them 

that they should write the words which the Father had 

given unto Malachi, which he should tell unto them, 

And it came to pass that after they were written he 

expounded them… 
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Joseph Fielding McConkie, Robert L. Millet and Brent L. Top 

state, 

 

“The prophecies of Malachi were given approximately 430 

B.C., almost two centuries after Lehi left Jerusalem. 

[Therefore, they would have no record of his writings]. 

These prophecies were considered so significant that the 

Father commanded that they be included in the Nephite 

scriptures…Just as the Savior…quoted from Isaiah and 

Malachi, so did Moroni quote from them as he counseled 

Joseph Smith concerning the work of the Restoration (see 

Joseph Smith—History 1:36-40). This demonstrates the 

significance of these prophecies about the work of the last 

days in preparation for the Savior’s second coming.” 

(Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol. 4. Salt 

Lake City: Bookcraft, 1992, 163).  

 

3 Nephi 24:1-2 

 

1 …And these are the words which he did tell unto 

them, saying: Thus said the Father unto Malachi 

[Chapter 3]—-Behold, I will send my messenger, and he 

shall prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom ye 

seek shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 

messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in; behold, 

he shall come, saith the Lord of Hosts. 

2 But who may abide the day of his coming, and who 

shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a 

refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap. 

 

Joseph Smith states, 

 

“The spirit of Elias is first, Elijah second, and Messiah 

last. Elias is a forerunner to prepare the way, the spirit 

and power of Elijah is to come after, holding the keys of 

power, building the Temple to the capstone, placing the 

seals of the Melchizedek Priesthood upon the house of 

Israel and making all things ready; then Messiah [Jesus 

Christ] comes to His Temple, which is last of all.” 

(Teaching of the Prophet Joseph Smith. Compiled by Joseph 

Fielding Smith. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1976, 

[1977], 340). 

 

Bruce R. McConkie adds, 
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“Who is the promised Elias who was to come and restore all 

things? …Was it one man? Certainly not. Many angelic 

ministrants have been sent from the courts of glory to 

confer keys and powers, to commit their dispensations and 

glories again to men on earth…It is apparent that no one 

messenger has carried the whole burden of the restoration.” 

(Mormon Doctrine. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1966, [Second 

Edition], 221). 

 

Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr. states, 

 

“Anciently, a fuller was one who cleansed and whitened 

garments. ‘The process of fulling or cleansing clothes 

consisted of treading or stamping on the garment with the 

feet or with bats in tubs of water, in which some alkaline 

substance answering the purpose of soap had been dissolved’ 

(Peloubet, 203-4). 

 

“Christ’s blood is the only ‘fuller soap’ strong enough to 

remove all stains of sin from those who repent and fully 

accept his atoning sacrifice (1 Ne. l2:11; Mosiah 3:11-18; 

Alma 5:27; 13:11). …However, the blood of Christ will have 

no cleansing effect upon the wicked, for the stain of sin 

shall remain on their garments (D&C 29:17).” (Doctrine and 

Covenants Encyclopedia. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 

1989, 195-196). 

 

3 Nephi 24:3-4 

 

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver; and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and 

purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer 

unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. 

4 Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be 

pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as 

in former years.    

 

Sidney B. Sperry states, 

 

“Now who are the sons of Levi, and what is meant by their 

offering in righteousness? The answers to our question seem 

to come from the Doctrine and Covenants.  

 

Doctrine and Covenants 128:24 

 

24 …Let us, therefore, as a church and a people, and 

as Latter-day Saints, offer unto the Lord an offering 
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in righteousness; and let us present in his holy 

temple, when it is finished, a book containing the 

records of our dead, which shall be worthy of all 

acceptation. 

 

“The Prophet seems clearly to infer that the ‘offering in 

righteousness’ referred to by Malachi is an allusion to 

temple work for the dead and the preparing of proper 

records of the same. The saints who do the work are 

therefore in a certain sense ‘sons of Levi.’ That this 

conclusion is correct is make quite certain by another 

passage in the Doctrine and Covenants, where the Lord calls 

the holders of the Melchizedek Priesthood and the Aaronic 

Priesthood ‘sons of Moses’ and ‘sons of Aaron’ 

respectively. [see D&C 84:31-34; also D&C l24:39 where the 

saints doing temple work are called ‘sons of Levi’]. That 

is to say, they are to all intents sons of Levi, since both 

Moses and Aaron were literal descendants of Levi… 

 

“The Savior quoted Malachi to them mainly in order to 

introduce the subject of temple work for both the living 

and the dead. 

 

“In connection with the above explanation of who is meant 

by the ‘sons of Levi,’ it should be kept in mind that 

neither the ancient Nephites nor present-day Latter-day 

Saints were or are literal descendants of the Tribe of 

Levi. When the members of the Tribe of Levi come into the 

Church, they, too, will be obliged to do temple work for 

the dead and present to the Lord a suitable record of 

it.”(Book of Mormon Compendium. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 

1968, 420-422). 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“What will be the offering of Judah and Jerusalem? It will 

be that offering which they have not offered for some 

generations—-the offering of a broken heart and a contrite 

spirit. This is the sacrifice of righteousness for which 

the Lord has long awaited.” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-24). 

 

3 Nephi 24:5 

 

5 And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will 

be swift witness against the adulterers, and against 

false swearers, and against those that oppress the 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-24
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hireling in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, 

and that turn aside the stranger, and fear [reverence] 

not me, saith the Lord of Hosts. 

 

Jeffrey R. Holland states, 

 

“The Lord declares his anger not only against sorcerers, 

adulterers, and those who are untrue in any way, but also 

against those who are ungenerous to the hireling, the 

stranger, the widow, and the fatherless. In calling those 

to return who have strayed, he speaks of the good that 

could be done to such needy if there were ‘meat in my 

house.’ If such tithes and offerings are not returned to 

the Lord, inasmuch as they are rightfully his, then the 

people and the land are ‘cursed with a curse’.” (Christ and 

the New Covenant. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997, 

295-296). 

 

3 Nephi 24:7 

 

7 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away 

from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return 

unto me and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of 

Hosts. But ye say: Wherein shall we return? 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie, Robert L. Millet, and Brent L. 

Top state, 

 

“Malachi warns the wicked who continue to blatantly 

disregard the Lord’s commands and who physically or 

spiritually stone the prophets, and pleads with them to 

return unto the Lord. Distance from the Lord and his 

infinite goodness is self-imposed through wickedness; 

obedience causes the distance to narrow. He stands at the 

door (see Revelations 3:20), ever ready to enter; he stands 

ready to welcome us into his tender loving watchful care, 

but we must come unto him in faith and righteousness.” 

(Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol. 4. Salt 

Lake City: Bookcraft, 1992, 163-164). 

 

Again, Christ is inviting the Nephites and all of Israel, 

through the words revealed to Malachi, to come unto him. He 

stands ready to bless their lives. They come to him by 

obeying his commandments and, in turn, he blesses them. 
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3 Nephi 24:8-10 

 

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye 

say: Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and 

offerings. 

9 Ye are cursed with a curse, for ye have robbed me, 

even this whole nation. 

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that 

there may be meat in my house; and prove me now 

herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open 

you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing 

that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie, Robert L. Millet, and Brent L. 

Top continue, 

 

“To Latter-day Saints this is one of the most familiar 

statements of the ancient prophet Malachi. It is 

significant to note that his teaching on the law of tithing 

was included in the Lord’s recitation to the Nephites. We 

do not know whether the Nephites, prior to the coming of 

Jesus among them, lived the law of tithing in addition to 

the Mosaic sacrificial requirements, nor is it revealed how 

this passage was applied by them after the fulfillment of 

the law. Is it perhaps reasonable to assume that with the 

fulfillment of the law of Moses tithing became as much a 

part of their keeping of the eternal law of sacrifice as it 

is for us today—-‘a standing law unto them forever’ (see 

D&C 119:3-4)? If such is the case, then the Lord’s promise, 

cited by Malachi, concerning the ‘windows of heaven’ was as 

relevant then as now.” (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of 

Mormon, Vol. 4. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1992, 164). 

 

Stephen L. Richards reminds us, 

 

“We do not rob God by withholding our gift in the sense 

that we deprive Him of the substance of the earth. He 

always has that substance, never relinquishing it. But we 

rob Him of the satisfaction and the joy that He must feel 

when His children respond to His mandates and open their 

hearts in giving and in worship.” (The Church in War and 

Peace. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1943, 117). 

 

David A. Bednar states, 

 

“The imagery of the ‘windows’ of heaven used by Malachi is 

instructive. Windows allow natural light to enter into a 
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building. In like manner, spiritual illumination and 

perspective are poured out through the windows of heaven 

and into our lives as we honor the law of tithing.” (“The 

Windows of Heaven,” in Ensign, November 2013, 18). 

 

3 Nephi 24:11-12 

 

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and 

he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; 

neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time 

in the fields, saith the Lord of Hosts. 

12 And all nations shall call you blessed, for ye 

shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of Hosts.    

 

Gordon B. Hinckley states, 

 

“The Lord has promised that he will rebuke the devourer for 

our sakes. Malachi speaks of the fruits of our ground. May 

not that rebuke of the devourer apply to various of our 

personal efforts and concerns? 

 

“There is the great blessing of wisdom, of knowledge, even 

hidden treasures of knowledge. We are promised that ours 

shall be a delightsome land if we will walk in obedience to 

this law. I can interpret the word land as people, that 

those who walk in obedience shall be a delightsome people. 

What a marvelous condition to be a delightsome people whom 

others would describe as blessed!” (“Tithing: An 

Opportunity to Prove Our Faithfulness,” in Ensign, May 

1982, 40). 

 

3 Nephi 24:13-15 

 

13 Your words have been stout against me, saith the 

Lord. Yet ye say: What have we spoken against thee? 

14 Ye have said: It is vain to serve God, and what 

doth it profit that we have kept his ordinances and 

that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of 

Hosts? 

15 And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that 

work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God 

are even delivered. 

 

Neal A. Maxwell states, 

 

“The fact that the wicked often seem to profit and do very 

well in this life may fill us with questions: ‘Ye have 
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said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit it that we 

have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully 

before the Lord of hosts?’ (Malachi 3:14.) 

 

“Yet is it not true ‘that the triumphing of the wicked is 

short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment’?  

(Job 20:5). The Lord Himself confirmed that those who 

follow the ways of man have ‘joy in their works (but) for a 

season’ (3 Nephi 27:11.)” (Men and Women of Christ. Salt 

Lake City: Bookcraft, 1991, [6
th
 Printing, 1997], 116-117). 

 

While it may appear “as if” the wicked are succeeding, and  

the righteous are suffering, the time elapse is only 

temporary. If in turn, the righteous learn to endure it 

well, the Lord’s justice will prevail, and their rewards  

will be eternal.   

 

3 Nephi 24:16-18 

 

16 Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to 

another, and the Lord hearkened and heard; and a book 

of remembrance was written before him for them that 

fear [honored] the Lord, and that thought upon his 

name. 

17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in 

that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare 

them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 

18 Then shall ye return and discern between the 

righteous and wicked, between him that serveth God and 

him that serveth him not. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie, Robert L. Millet, and Brent L. 

Top state, 

 

“The names of the righteous are recorded in the Lord’s 

‘book of remembrance,” which is the Lamb’s Book of Life 

(see Alma 5:57-58; D&C 76:68; 88:2; 132:19). They become 

the ‘jewels’ of the Lord (see D&C 101:3) in that they 

inherit the kingdom of God, which is like a ‘pearl of great 

price’ (see Matthew 13:44-46). In the fervent heat of the 

Second Coming (see D&C 101:25) the counterfeit jewels of 

the wicked will be melted away as so much dross, and the 

genuine jewels, who are the righteous, will shine forth 

with great glory for all the world to see.” (Doctrinal 

Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol. 4. Salt Lake City: 

Bookcraft, 1992, 164). 
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V. 3 Nephi 25/Malachi 4 

 

The importance of this chapter cannot be over emphasized.  

As noted it was previously recorded by Malachi himself. 

Because the Nephites did not have access to Malachi’s 

writings, it was quoted by the Savior himself when he 

appeared to the Nephites who were gathered at the Temple in 

Bountiful in ancient America following His resurrection. It 

was also quoted by the angel Moroni when he appeared to 

Joseph Smith on September 23, 1823 with a little variation 

as it appears in our Bible today. Its’ message is as 

current as the headlines in today’s newspaper. 

 

As we proceed, I will attempt to correlate these recordings 

so that the reader may understand the differences. 

 

There is no difference between Malachi 4:1,5,6 and the 

recording in the B/M, 3 Nephi 25:1,5,6. The difference is 

between the writing of Malachi and the words of the angel 

Moroni as recorded in Joseph Smith’s History. The two are 

therefore provided for comparison. 

 

Chart 2. Contrast Malachi 4/3 Nephi 25 with Pearl of Great 

         Price, Joseph Smith-History 1 [Underline added] 

 

 Malachi 4:1,5,6; 3 Nephi 25: 

 1, 5, 6. 

 

 

1 For, behold, the day 

cometh, that shall burn as an 

oven; and all the proud, yea, 

and all that do wickedly, 

shall be stubble: and the day 

that cometh shall burn them 

up, saith the LORD of hosts, 

that it shall leave them 

neither root nor branch. 

 

5 Behold, I will send you 

Elijah the prophet before the 

coming of the great and 

dreadful day of the LORD: 

 

 

 

 

Pearl of Great Price, Joseph 

Smith—History 1:37-39 

 

 

37 For behold, the day cometh 

that shall burn as an oven, 

and all the proud, yea and 

all that do wickedly shall 

burn as stubble; for they 

that come shall burn them 

saith the Lord of Hosts, that 

it shall leave them neither 

root nor branch. 

 

38 And again, he quoted the 

fifth verse thus: Behold, I 

will reveal unto you the 

Priesthood, by the hand of 

Elijah the prophet, before 

the coming of the great and 

dreadful day of the Lord. 
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6 And he shall turn the heart 

of the fathers to the 

children, and the heart of 

the children to their 

fathers, lest I come and 

smite the earth with a curse. 

 

 

39 He also quoted the next 

verse differently: And he 

shall plant in the hearts of 

the children the promise made 

to the fathers, and the 

hearts of the children shall 

turn to their fathers. If it 

were not so, the whole earth 

would be utterly wasted at 

His coming.  

 

We learn in Malachi 4:1 that at a time in the future {the 

Second Coming of the Lord], the proud and the wicked will 

be destroyed. Those who had the opportunity to repent of 

their wickedness, but chose not to, will be destroyed by 

“they that come.” The glory of the Savior, and those who 

accompany Him, will consume the very wicked. (see D&C 

101:25.)  

 

It also states, they will be left with “neither root nor 

branch.” 

 

Theodore M. Burton defines root and branch, 

 

“What is meant by the expression "that it shall leave them 

neither root nor branch?" This expression simply means that 

wicked and indifferent persons who reject the gospel of 

Jesus Christ will have no family inheritance or patriarchal 

lineage — neither root (ancestors or progenitors) nor 

branch (children or posterity). Such persons cannot be 

received into the celestial kingdom of glory of resurrected 

beings, but must be content with a lesser blessing.” 

(Conference Report. September 30, 1967, Salt Lake City: The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 81, Bold 

added).  

 

When we combine the insight gained by reading Malachi 4:5 

and the PGP, Joseph Smith—History 1:38, our understanding 

is expanded. We learn from each that Elijah is going to 

return to the earth as a messenger sent from heaven before 

the “great and dreadful day of the LORD.” We learn from the 

History of Joseph Smith the purpose of Elijah’s return is 

to bestow upon Joseph Smith the keys of the priesthood 

power and authority that Elijah held during his mortal 

life. The bestowal of the priesthood by Elijah shall “plant 

in the hearts of the children the promise made to the 

fathers, and the hearts of the children to their fathers.” 
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Without Elijah’s return and the authority which he will 

bestow upon Joseph Smith, the “whole earth would be utterly 

wasted at His coming” or in the words of Malachi, when the 

Lord comes, He would “smite the earth with a curse.” What 

is the meaning of these important verses and what is Elijah 

to restore that will have such an impact upon the children 

and the fathers that it will save the earth, from being 

“utterly wasted” or “curse[d]” by the Lord’s return? 

 

For centuries the Jews have placed great importance upon 

the words of Malachi and the return of their Prophet 

Elijah. Even today, as the Jews celebrate Passover, a place 

for the Prophet Elijah is prepared in anticipation that 

this will be the time that he will return. They are unaware 

that Elijah has already returned. He came during Passover, 

April 3, 1823. 

 

On April 3, 1823, Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery received 

four heavenly visitors, including an appearance from the 

Savior. The names of the other messengers are Moses, Elias, 

and Elijah. We will address the importance of the Elijahs’ 

appearance and then the appearance of Moses and Elias. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 110:13-16 [Underline added]  

 

13 After the vision had closed [Elias appearance], 

another great and glorious vision burst upon us; for 

Elijah the prophet, who was taken to heaven without 

tasting death, stood before us, and said: 

14 Behold, the time has fully come which was spoken bo 

by the mouth of Malachi-—testifying that he [Elijah] 

should be sent, before the great and dreadful day of 

the Lord come—- 

15 To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 

and the children to the fathers, lest the whole earth 

be smitten with a curse-— 

16 Therefore, the keys of the dispensation are 

committed into your hands; and by this ye may know 

that the great and dreadful day of the Lord is near, 

even at the doors. 

 

The keys that Elijah bestowed upon Joseph Smith and Oliver 

Cowdery contained the authority to perform ordinances whose 

efficacy would extend beyond the grave and would be valid  

in heaven. These included the performance of all essential 

ordinances necessary for the living and the dead, including 

eternal marriage and the sealing of children to their 
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parents. It is for this specific purpose that the Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is engaged in building 

temples throughout the world.   

 

Joseph Smith states,  

 

"the power of Elijah [is] to seal those who dwell on earth 

to those who dwell in heaven…what you seal on earth by the 

keys of Elijah, is sealed in heaven." (History of the 

Church, Vol. 6. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1969, [Second 

Edition Revised], 252).  

 

Richard D. Draper states, 

 

“One of the blessings that grew out of this power [bestowed 

by Elijah] was eternal marriage and the resultant blessing 

of the sealing of children to parents. By extension, it 

allowed generations to be linked together back over the 

course of the history of the earth. The blessings of the 

gospel and the sealing power are thus granted to those 

righteous people who were born during periods of apostasy 

[when the power and authority to perform essential 

ordinances was not upon the earth]. A byproduct of this 

process is that those on the earth are sealed to those in 

heaven and can draw assistance from them.” (“The Book of 

Malachi” in Studies in Scripture 4. Edited by Kent P. 

Jackson. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1993, 371). 

 

With this additional insight regarding the purpose of 

Elijah returning to the earth, we come to better understand 

the reason why the earth would be “cursed” or “utterly 

wasted” at the time of the Savior’s return. The ordinances 

of baptism and sealing must be done either during the 

individual’s time on earth or by proxy following their 

death. In this manner, links are established among family 

members “over the course of the history of the earth.” 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 128:15, 18 [Letter Joseph Smith to 

members of the Church, September 6, 1842] [Underline added] 

 

15 And now my dearly beloved brothers and sisters, let 

me assure you that these principles in relation to the 

dead and the living that cannot be lightly passed 

over, as pertaining to our salvation. For their 

salvation is necessary and essential to our salvation, 

as Paul says concerning the fathers-—that they without 

us cannot be made perfect [Heb.11:40]-—neither can we 
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without our dead be made perfect. 

 

18 I might have rendered a plainer translation in 

this, [quotes Malachi 4:5, 6] but it is sufficiently 

plain to suit my purpose as it stands. It is 

sufficient to know, in this case, that the earth will 

be smitten with a curse unless there is a welding link 

of some kind or other between the fathers and the 

children, upon some subject or other-—and behold what 

is that subject? It is the baptism for the dead. For 

we without them cannot be made perfect; neither can 

they without us be made perfect. Neither can they nor 

we be made perfect without those who have died in the 

gospel also; for it is necessary in the ushering of 

the dispensation of the fullness of times, which 

dispensation is now beginning to usher in, that a 

whole and complete and perfect union, and wielding 

together of dispensations, and keys, and powers, and 

glories should take place, and be revealed from the 

days of Adam even to the present time. And not only 

this, but those things which never have been revealed 

from the foundation of the world, but have been kept 

hid from the wise and the prudent [of the world], 

shall be revealed unto babes and sucklings [the 

unlearned] in this, the dispensation of the fullness 

of times.  

 

Richard D. Draper states, 

 

“Each generation needs to be welded to the one before it, 

such that a whole, complete, and perfect union can be made.  

One of the first things necessary for that union is the 

organization of the righteous from every dispensation into 

one eternal family. In this way all the keys, powers, and 

glories from the days of Adam to the present are brought 

together to prepare for the return of its great King (see 

Doctrine and Covenants 128:18). In a very real way, the 

dead cannot be made perfect without their latter-day 

descendants doing the necessary temple work. Similarly, 

those living in the last days cannot receive all the power 

necessary for salvation until the links are fully complete. 

The fathers were promised that their posterity must save 

them in order to save themselves. As the children come to 

understand how dependent they are upon the fathers, their 

hearts turn to them. As the welding links are fully formed, 

the family of God is established and prepared for 

exaltation. In this way the earth fulfills its purpose." 
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(“The Book of Malachi” in Studies in Scripture 4. Edited by 

Kent P. Jackson. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1993, 372). 

 

This sacred work for the living and the dead can only be 

accomplished within the walls of a sacred temple dedicated 

for that specific purpose. The keys and power to perform 

these sacred ordinances is the power and authority that the 

Prophet Elijah held. It was, therefore, necessary for him 

to return to earth in order to bestow this power upon the 

living prophet so that the work could commence in this 

dispensation of the fullness of times.   

 

Gordon B. Hinckley states, 

 

“Surely the work that goes on in these sacred houses is the 

most unselfish of all work. Those who labor here do so, for 

the most part, in behalf of those beyond the veil of death. 

They do it because of a knowledge of the importance of 

eternal ordinances and covenants. They do it so that even 

the dead may exercise agency concerning the acceptance or 

rejection of sacred ordinances." ("An Ensign to the 

Nations" in Ensign, November, 1989, 54). 

 

What was the purpose for Moses and Elias to return to the 

earth? Each brought keys they had held that were restored 

again to the earth through the Prophet Joseph Smith. 

We will first address Moses return and then Elias. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 110:11 

 

11 After this vision closed [vision of the Savior], 

the heavens were again opened unto us; and Moses  

appeared before us, and committed unto us the keys of 

the gathering of Israel from the four parts of the 

earth, and the leading of the ten tribe from the land 

of the north. 

 

The gathering of Israel from the four parts of the earth, 

and leading of the ten tribes to Zion is one of the 

greatest responsibilities that the church and its members 

have in the latter days.  

 

The gathering of Israel from the four parts of the earth 

will be accomplished by a joint effort of the full-time  

missionaries who go throughout the world sharing the 

message of the restoration and the blessings that are now 

available to them and finding the individuals and families 
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who would be receptive to the members of the church. As 

they enter the waters of baptism and receive the gift of 

the Holy Ghost they are now on the path to receive all the 

blessings the Lord has for them including receiving their 

patriarchal blessing. In this blessing, they become aware 

of their tribal lineage and the individual blessings the 

Lord has for them. They also have the privilege of 

attending the temple and there receive the sacred 

ordinances of eternity. 

 

Joseph Smith states regarding this important work, 

 

“the gathering…It is a principle I esteem to be of the 

greatest importance to those who are looking for salvation 

in this generation, or in these, that may be called, ‘the 

latter times.’ All that the prophets have written from the 

days of righteous Able, down to the last man that has left 

any testimony on record for our consideration, in speaking 

of the salvation of Israel in the last days, goes directly 

to show that it consists in the work of the gathering” 

(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith. Compiled by Joseph 

Fielding Smith. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1977, 83).  

 

The promise was made by the Lord to Israel that if they 

were faithful and obedient to the covenants they would be a 

blessed and chosen people. Time and time again, Israel was 

not able to live up to their covenants and they were not 

able to receive the blessings the Lord had promised them. 

It  will be different during the dispensation of the 

fullness of times in which we are now living. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 88:73 

 

 73 Behold, I will hasten my work in its time. 

 

The revelation given to the Prophet Joseph on December 27 

and 28, 1832 and January 3, 1833, indicated that a time 

would come when all would be in place that the Lord would 

then “hasten [His] work”. That time according to the 

present day prophet, Thomas S. Monson, has now arrived (see 

“Hastening the Work” in Ensign, June, 2014, 4). This work 

involves gathering the righteous of the tribes of Israel a 

second time.  

 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

“We have gathered, from their Egyptian bondage as it were, 
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[Moses was in charge of the first gathering] the dispersed 

of Ephraim and few others, initially to the mountains in 

America, but now into the stakes of Zion in the various 

nations of the earth. The gathering of Israel is a 

reality.” (“The Final Glorious Gospel Dispensation” in 

Ensign, April, 1980, 22). 

 

The second key that Moses bestowed upon Joseph Smith 

involved leading the ten tribes from the land of the north. 

It is important to know that the Lord knows the location of 

the members of these tribes and they are not lost to him. 

Their gathering will be separate from the gathering of the 

tribes of Israel.  

 

It was the Savior himself who informed the Nephites at the 

time of His appearance in the Americas that He was going to 

the visit the Lost Ten Tribes of Israel.      

 

3 Nephi 17:4 

 

4 But now I [Jesus Christ] go unto the Father and also 

to show myself unto the lost tribes of Israel, for 

they are not lost unto the Father; for he knoweth 

whither he hath taken them. 

 

And they will have the gospel taught to them. 

 

3 Nephi 21:26 

 

26 And then shall the work of the Father commence at 

that day, even when the gospel shall be preached among 

the remnant of this people [during the latter days]. 

Verily I say unto you, at that day shall the work of 

the Father commence among all of the dispersed of my 

people, yea, the tribes which have been lost, which 

the Father hath led away out of Jerusalem. 

 

Bruce R. McConkie notes,  

 

“When the ten tribes return they will come at the direction 

of the President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, for he now holds and will then hold the keys of 

presidency and direction for this mighty work.” (“The Final 

Glorious Gospel Dispensation” in Ensign, April, 1980, 22). 

 

Why did Elias come to the Kirtland Temple? 
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Joseph Fielding Smith states, 

 

“…we learn that Noah is Gabriel and that he came to Joseph 

Smith as an Elias [forerunner] and restored the keys of the 

dispensation in which the Lord made covenant with Abraham 

and his posterity after him to the latest generations.” 

(Answers to Gospel Questions 3. Salt Lake City: Deseret 

Book, 1960, Second Printing, 140-141). 

 

Bruce R. McConkie states 

 

“What is the gospel of Abraham? Obviously it was the 

commission, the mission, the endowment and power, the 

message of salvation given to Abraham…It was a divine 

promise that both in the world and out of the world his 

seed should continue… 

 

“Thus the gospel of Abraham was one of celestial 

marriage…It is a gospel or commission to provide lineage 

for the elect portion of the pre-existent spirits, a gospel 

to provide a household in eternity for those who live the 

fullness of the celestial law. The power and commission is 

what Elias restored, and as a consequence, the righteous 

among all future generations were assured the blessings of 

a continuation of the seeds forever, even as it was with 

Abraham of old (D&C 132).” (Mormon Doctrine. Salt Lake 

City: Deseret Book, 1966, [Second Edition], 219-220). 

 

The Doctrine and Covenants student manual states, 

 

“With such blessings restored again [Moses, Elias] the way 

was opened for teaching scattered Israel the principles of 

salvation. The Lord’s plans, however, would all come to 

naught if the mighty sealing power of Elijah had not 

immediately followed, for Elijah’s power enables Israel to 

have those principles here and hereafter.” (The Doctrine 

and Covenants student manual. Salt Lake City: The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1981, 276). 

 

We cannot conclude the insight provided in this chapter 

without also addressing 3 Nephi 25:2 or Malachi 4:2. It 

states: 
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3 Nephi 25:2/Malachi 4:2 

 

2 But unto you that fear my name, shall the Son of 

Righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye 

shall go forth and grow up as calves in the stall. 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“Calves are safest when they are in their stalls. They can 

be neither molested nor made afraid. So it is with the 

children of the Millennium. They will grow up, protected by 

the Son of Righteousness, taught of the Lord, and never 

suffer death.  

 

“This message of comfort is to all those parents who have 

mourned the death of a child. At that day, Christ will 

arise with healing in his wings, bringing to pass the 

resurrection of the dead. This will include those children 

tragically lost. They will be brought out of the dust as 

they were laid down, in the stature of children, only to be 

raised as calves in the stall.” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-25). 

 

Orson Pratt states, 

 

“Now, then, all the inhabitants who are spared from this 

fire—-those who are not proud, and who do wickedly, will be 

cleansed more fully and filled with the glory of God…the 

children who are born into the world will grow up without 

sin unto salvation. Why will this be so? Because that 

fallen nature, introduced by the fall, and transferred from 

parents to children, from generation to generation, will 

be, in a measure, eradicated by this change. Then the 

righteous will go forth, and grow up like calves of the 

stall; and one revelation [D&C 45:58; 29:47; see also 

Doctrines of Salvation 2:56-57] says, their children shall 

grow up without sin unto salvation. Satan having no power 

to tempt them, these children will not sin.” (Journal of 

Discourses, Vol. 16. London: Latter-day Saints Book Depot, 

1874, 319). 

 

VI. 3 Nephi 26 

 

3 Nephi 26:1-2 

 

1 And now it came to pass that when Jesus had told 

these things, he expounded them unto the multitude; 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-25
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and he did expound all things unto them, both great 

and small. 

2 And he saith: These scriptures, which ye had not 

with you, the Father commanded that I should give unto 

you; for it was wisdom in him that they should be 

given unto future generations. 

 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

“These scriptures [Malachi 3-4]…are primarily for our 

benefit. We live in the day of which they speak; we are the 

children in whose hearts the promises have been planted; we 

are the ones who are striving so to live that we will abide 

the day of His coming. And it is in our day that Elijah has 

come, according to the promises, bringing again the sealing 

power so that legal administrators may bind on earth and 

have it sealed eternally in the heavens—-for all of which 

the Lord be praised.” (The Mortal Messiah, Book 4. Salt 

Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1981, 368). 

 

Bryon R. Merrill states, 

 

“It seems likely that, having just quoted these verses 

about Elijah’s promised return, the Lord then explained 

something about Elijah’s mission, what it meant and why it 

was necessary. [See commentary under V. 3 Nephi 25 for 

further insight regarding Elijah’s mission]. Because that 

mission and the keys of the sealing power that form such an 

integral part of it pertains so much to the sacred work 

carried on in the holy temples of the Lord, it is not 

surprising that the text of 3 Nephi does not give us more 

detail about the Lord’s explanations…They were probably 

things of such a sacred nature as to be learned by us only 

in the temple. 

 

“Since Mormon included so little of the Lord’s sermons, it 

is significant that he recorded the entire text of Malachi 

Chapters 3 and 4. The prophecies relative to the Lord’s 

second coming that they contain must have been of special 

importance to him…The Savior likely explained to the 

Nephites more about that prophet’s special ministry. 

Certainly the Lord instituted temple work for the living 

and the dead among the Nephites as he had done among his 

disciples in Jerusalem…We suppose that the exercise of 

priesthood keys sealed the blessings of gospel ordinances 

upon many souls.” (Elijah: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow. 

Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1997, 103-104).  
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3 Nephi 26:3 

 

3 And he did expound all things, even from the 

beginning until the time that he should come in his 

glory—-yea, even all things which should come upon the 

face of the earth, even until the elements should melt 

with fervent heat, and the earth should be wrapt 

together as a scroll, and the heavens and the earth 

should pass away;  

 

In 3 Nephi 26:3-5, the Lord expounded the history of the 

earth from the beginning to the judgment, including “the 

earth…[being] renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory.” 

(“Tenth Article of Faith,” in The Pearl of Great Price.  

Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints, 1981, 61). 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 101:24-25 

 

24 And every corruptible thing, both of man, or of the 

beasts of the field, or of the fowls of the heavens, 

or of the fish of the sea, that dwells upon all the 

face of the earth, shall be consumed.  

25 And also that of element shall melt with fervent 

heat; and all things shall become new, that my 

knowledge and glory may dwell upon all the earth. 

 

3 Nephi 26:4-5 

 

4 And even unto the great and last day, when all 

people, and all kindreds, and all nations and tongues 

shall stand before God, to be judged of their works, 

whether they be good or whether they be evil-— 

5 If they be good, to the resurrection of everlasting 

life; and if they be evil, to the resurrection of 

damnation; being on a parallel, the one on the one 

hand and the other on the other hand, according to the 

mercy, and the justice, and the holiness which is in 

Christ, who was before the world began. 

 

Christ concludes his review of the history of the earth, 

including the judgment when all inhabitants of the earth 

will be required to give an accounting of their life. The 

scriptures will play an important part in our judgment. 
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Joseph Fielding McConkie, Robert L. Millet, and Brent L. 

Top state, 

 

“We are judged by our works, ‘according to that which is 

written,’ [2 Nephi 29:11] by measuring how well our lives—

our thoughts, words, and deeds—correspond to those 

principles, laws, and ordinances that the Lord has revealed 

in the scriptures. Thus the scriptures become the standard 

of judgment of which all mankind will be ‘judged according 

to their works.” (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of 

Mormon, Vol. 4. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1992, 169). 

 

3 Nephi 26:11-12 

 

11 Behold, I was about to write them, all which were 

engraven upon the plates of Nephi, but the Lord 

forbade it, saying: I will try the faith of my people. 

12 Therefore I, Mormon, do write the things which have 

been commanded me of the Lord. And now I, Mormon, make 

and end of my sayings, and proceed to write the things 

which have been commanded me.  

 

Cheryl Brown observed, 

 

“From this statement and all the other reasons given by 

Book of Mormon authors for not including certain things, 

two points can be easily drawn about the book and what the 

Lord intended that we get from it. One is the fact that the 

Book of Mormon is the Lord’s book and that a correct 

understanding of it comes from him alone. The other is that 

there is much more knowledge and truth available which we 

will receive only as we live in accordance with that which 

we already have.” (“I Speak Somewhat Concerning That Which 

I Have Written,” in The Book of Mormon: Jacob Through Words 

of Mormon, Vol. 4. Edited by Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. 

Tate. Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young 

University, 1990, 63). 

 

3 Nephi 26:14-15 

 

14 And it came to pass that he did teach and minister 

unto the children of the multitude of whom hath been 

spoken, and he did loose their tongues, and they did 

speak unto their fathers great and marvelous things, 

even greater than he had revealed unto the people; and 

he loosed their tongues that they could utter. 



31 

 

15 And it came to pass that after he had ascended into 

heaven—-the second time the he showed himself unto 

them, and had gone unto the Father, after having 

healed all their sick, and their lame, and opened the 

eyes of their blind and unstopped the ears of the 

deaf, and even had done all manner of cures among 

them, and raised a man from the dead, and had shown 

forth his power unto them, and had ascended unto the 

Father--  

 

Jeffrey R. Holland states, 

 

“We are left to wonder at the marvelous messages given to 

these children that could in any way have been ‘greater 

than he had revealed unto the people.’ He had spoken of 

faith, repentance, baptism, the gift of the Holy Ghost, 

prayer, the sacrament, the law of Moses, the scattering and 

gathering of Israel, the Book of Mormon, the fullness of 

the covenant, the work of the priesthood, and his own 

second coming—-to name just a few of the principle topics! 

What he told the children that was greater than these is a 

question of surpassing wonder. On that astonishing note 

Christ ascended into heaven, concluding the second day.”  

(Christ and the New Covenant. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book 

Co., 1997, 299). 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“The raising of this individual from the dead was not an 

afterthought on the part of the Lord. Rather, it is a 

blessing given according to their desires…This 

demonstration of power over death [as he had done in the 

Old World including Lazarus, Jairus daughter, and the 

widow’s son (John 11:14-46; Matt 9:18-26; Luke 7:11-17)] 

was important both as a witness and a blessing to the 

Nephites.” (www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-26). 

 

3 Nephi 26:16 

 

16 Behold, it came to pass on the morrow that the 

multitude gathered themselves together, and they both 

saw and heard these children; yea, even babes did open 

their mouths and utter marvelous things; and the 

things which they did utter were forbidden that there 

should not any man write them.  

 

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-26
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Jeffrey R. Holland states, 

 

“The sequence and circumstances of Christ’s third day of 

ministering to the Nephites is not entirely clear in the 

text we have been given, but Mormon did record that ‘the 

Lord truly did teach the people, for the space of three 

days; and after he did show himself unto them oft, and did 

break bread oft, and bless it, and give it unto them’  

(3 Nephi 26:13).  

 

“Apparently after the close of the second day…the people 

gathered ‘on the morrow’(the third day) to be taught by the 

Master. As he had done the first and second days, so too on 

the third he again ministered to the children, loosing 

their tongues and filling their hearts with spiritual 

truths. As a result, not only the children but also babes 

in arms ‘did open their mouths and utter marvelous things; 

and the things which they did utter were forbidden that 

there should not any man write them.’ 

 

“It is significant that in each of the three days of his 

Nephite ministry, Christ had a singular spiritual 

experience with children. Those experiences, linking each 

of the days of his Nephite ministry, trumpet again the 

truth that Christ taught in the Old World as well as the 

New, that ‘of such is the kingdom of heaven’ (Matt 19:14).”     

(Christ and the New Covenant. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book 

Co., 1997, 301-302). 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie, Robert L. Millet, and Brent L. 

Top state, 

 

“One can scarcely imagine such deeply spiritual and 

profound things being uttered by little children. We are 

left to conjecture about their messages. Was the veil 

parted to allow them to speak of life in the first estate? 

Did they discourse upon life among the Gods in a celestial 

environment? Did they reveal doctrinal mysteries which 

today’s world could not receive? …This was such a sacred 

manifestation, the content of these inspired utterances 

were of such a nature, that mortal language could not 

adequately capture the true meaning and intent. In this 

sense, things of the Spirit are unspeakable (compare  

3 Nephi 17:15-18).” (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of 

Mormon, Vol. 4. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1992, 172). 
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Neal A. Maxwell adds, 

 

“Some time ago, Nate, then just over three, said: ‘Mommy, 

there is another little girl who is supposed to come to our 

family. She has dark hair and dark eyes and lives a long 

way from here.’ 

 

“The wise mother asked, ‘How do you know this?’ 

 

“Jesus told me, upstairs.’ 

 

“The mother noted, ‘We don’t have an upstairs,’ but quickly 

sensed the significance of what had been communicated. 

After much travail and many prayers, the Baker family were 

in a sealing room in the Salt Lake Temple in the fall of 

1995—where a little girl with dark hair and dark eyes, from 

Kazakhstan, was sealed to them for time and eternity. 

Inspired children still tell parents ‘great and marvelous 

things.” (“Becometh As a Child,” in Ensign, May 1996, 69-

70). 

 

3 Nephi 26:17-18, 21 

 

17 And it came to pass that the disciples whom Jesus 

had chosen began from that time forth to baptize and 

to teach as many as did come unto them; and as many as 

were baptized in the name of Jesus were filled with 

the Holy Ghost. 

18 And many of them saw and heard unspeakable things, 

which are not lawful to be written. 

 

21 And they who were baptized in the name of Jesus 

were called the church of Christ. 

 

Bryan Richards reminds us, 

 

“We remember the account of the baptisms of the disciples 

(3 Ne 19:11-13). But, at that time, there had not been 

sufficient time to baptize the entire multitude. The 

ushering in of a new dispensation and covenant now required 

another baptism, even for those who had been previously 

baptized. This massive work was one of the first tasks of 

the new [twelve] disciples. Apparently, the Lord truly 

blessed them with many manifestations of the Gift of the 

Holy Ghost, for we are told, many of them saw and heard 

unspeakable things, which are not lawful to be written 

(v.18).” (www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-26). 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-26
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VII. Conclusions 

 

It has been a spiritually filled three days as we have sat 

at the feet of Jesus on the temple grounds. How special it 

was that we were there at the temple in Bountiful when he 

first appeared. As we have reflected upon his messages, we 

are filled with a greater resolve to improve our lives so 

that someday we may be with Him forever. 

 

In 3 Nephi 22, We learn that though Israel had been barren, 

she is to be reclaimed and redeemed. Not only is Israel to 

be gathered into the Lord’s kingdom, but the invitation is 

to also be extended to the Gentiles. It is the restoration 

of His Church in the latter-days that will facilitate the 

process of the gathering of scattered Israel. 

 

3 Nephi 23, We learn that all who embrace the gospel of 

Jesus Christ will become members of the House of Israel. We 

were also reminded by the Savior himself, of the prophecy 

of Samuel, the Lamanite, regarding the appearance of many, 

who had been resurrected, was fulfilled, but not included 

in the record. It is an additional witness of Jesus’ power 

to not only resurrect himself, but also others. This event  

also occurred in the Old World at the time of his 

resurrection. Jesus then expounded “all scriptures in one”  

(3 Nephi 23:14). He outlined all the scriptures that 

pointed to his mortal mission and his resurrection. 

 

In 3 Nephi 24, We learn of messengers that came to prepare 

the way before him. Others will also come in the latter 

days to prepare the way before his Second Coming. 

We learned of the necessity of the “son of Levi…[to] 

offer…an offering in righteousness” (3 Nephi 24:3). This we 

understand has to do with temple work for the living and 

the dead. In all things, it is important that we come unto   

Christ in all we do. He taught about Malachi and the 

promised blessings that will come to the faithful who obey 

the law of tithing.  

 

3 Nephi 25, We learn from the words of Malachi, the 

necessity of essential keys to be restored in the latter 

days by Elias, Moses, and Elijah. Elijah will restore the 

keys of sealing that will serve to link together the  

living with the dead, so that the earth will not be cursed 

at the time of the Savior’s return.  
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In 3 Nephi 26, the Savior further expounded upon the 

mission of Elijah and the importance of the restoration of 

the keys to sealing power. Jesus also instituted temple 

work for the living and the dead among the Nephites. Christ 

also provided a review of the earth’s history, concluding 

with the earth receiving its paradisiacal glory and the 

final judgment of all mankind. At this time the children of 

the multitude had their tongues loosed and they were able 

to speak marvelous things. On the concluding third day, the 

Savior continued to teach the people, and again the 

children, “even babes did…utter marvelous things” which 

were forbidden to be written. Following Christ’s departure, 

the twelve disciples proceeded to baptize and confirm all 

those present as members of the church of Christ. 

 

In our next lesson [BM#42], we will address the teachings 

the twelve disciples received from Christ, the promise he 

gave them, and the effects of his teachings upon the entire 

nation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


