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I. Introduction 

 

In Chapters 27—28, we learn important truths taught to the 

twelve disciples by the Savior himself. These included the 

importance of the name of his Church, his Gospel, as well 

as the qualities of translated beings. In Chapters 29-30, 

Mormon reaffirmed the connection “between the coming forth 

of the Book of Mormon and the fulfillment of the Lord’s 

covenant with Israel (3 Nephi 29:1-4,8-9).” (Book of Mormon 

Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake City: The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999, 189). 

 

In 4
th
 Nephi, we learn of the blessings of becoming a Zion 

society, founded upon the teachings of Jesus Christ. We are  

also reminded of the need for persistent righteousness or 

disaster will occur, for individually as well as societies.  

 

Andrew C. Skinner states, 

 

“The twelve disciples ‘began from that time forth to 

baptize and teach’ (3 Nephi 26:17). And their teaching led 

to the establishment of the social system sometimes 

referred to as the united order, which is really the 

integration of basic components of a Zion society. And, in 

turn, Zion is really the environment of the celestial 

kingdom enjoyed in mortality. Mormon says (3 Nephi 26:19) 

of the people that: 

 

“1. They ‘did minister one to another’ 

“2. ‘They had all things common among them’ 

“3. ‘Every man [dealt] justly one with another.’ 

 

“Keeping these characteristics of Nephite society in mind, 

note how Zion was defined in Enoch’s day: ‘And the Lord 

called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and 

one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor 

among them” (Pearl of Great Price, Moses 7:18)…The 
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compelling similarity of language and content used to 

describe Nephite society…and the city of Enoch of a much 

earlier time persuades us that…Zion [had been established], 

at least for a time.” (Third Nephi: The Fifth Gospel. 

Springville, Utah: CFI, An Imprint of Cedar Fort, Inc., 

2012, 100). 

 

Outline of 3 Nephi 27-30 and 4
th
 Nephi: 

 

“A. 3 Nephi 27     Church to be named after Christ. Jesus 

                   sent into world to draw all men unto him 

                   upon conditions of faith, repentance, 

                   and baptism. Men to be judged out of the 

                   books. Disciples to ask Father in Jesus’ 

                   name for things they desire. Nephites of 

                   that generation to be saved, but most of 

                   the fourth generation will be lost. 

 

“B. 3 Nephi 28     Jesus grants each of the Twelve his 

                   heart’s desire. Three elect to remain 

                   upon the earth until Lord’s coming 

                   glory. They are caught up into heaven 

                   and see and hear unspeakable things. 

                   Mormon relates at length the history and 

                   state of the three disciples. 

 

“C. 3 Nephi 29-30  He gives stern warning to those Gentiles 

                   of our day who spurn revelations of the 

                   Lord, his works, and his people. He 

                   calls modern Gentiles to repentance in 

                   accordance with the Lord’s command. 

 

“D. 4
th
 Nephi       All people converted to the Lord. They 

                   have all things in common. Building 

                   activities. Their great happiness. A 

                   small part of the people revolt and call 

                   themselves Lamanites. Nephites become 

                   wealthy. They begin to divide into 

                   classes. They deny parts of the gospel. 

                   Three disciples of Jesus exhibit great 

                   power in overcoming their enemies. In 

                   A.D. 231 there occurs a great division 

                   among the Nephites. Gadianton robbers 

                   reappear. Nephites begin to be proud. 

                   Constrained by the Holy Ghost, Ammoron 

                   hides up the sacred records unto the 

                   Lord in A.D. 320.” (Book of Mormon 
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                   Compendium. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 

                   1968, 392-393; 434-435). 

 

II. 3 Nephi 27 

 

3 Nephi 27:1 

 

1 And it came to pass that as the disciples of Jesus 

were journeying and were preaching the things which 

they had both heard and seen, and were baptizing in 

the name of Jesus, it came to pass that the disciples 

were gathered together and were united in mighty 

prayer and fasting. 

 

The twelve disciples are engaged in doing the work the Lord 

had commanded them, including teaching the people and 

baptizing them. However, there were matters of concern to 

them. Therefore, they had “gathered [themselves] together 

and were united in mighty prayer and fasting” (3 Nephi 

27:1).  

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“James teaches us, ‘the effectual fervent prayer of a 

righteous man availeth much’ (James 5:16). The only thing 

more powerful than the fervent prayer of a righteous man is 

the fervent prayer of a group of righteous men and women. 

Their cumulative faith brings cumulative blessings that 

cannot be obtained individually. Joseph Smith said, “the 

greatest temporal and spiritual blessings…always come from 

faithfulness and concerted effort, [not from] individual 

exertion or enterprises.’ (Teaching of Prophet Joseph 

Smith, 183).” (www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3-Nephi 27). 

 

3 Nephi 27:2 

 

2 And Jesus again showed himself unto them, for they 

were praying unto the Father in his name; and Jesus 

came and stood in the midst of them, and said unto 

them: What will ye that I shall give unto you?  

 

Jesus had previously promised his apostles in the Old 

World, that, “where two or three are gathered together in 

my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). 

It is likely Jesus had also taught this truth to those in 

ancient America. In this setting, the twelve make known 

their mutual concern, directly to Jesus. 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3-Nephi%2027
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3 Nephi 27:3 

 

3 And they said unto him: Lord, we will that thou 

wouldst tell us the name whereby we shall call this 

church; for there are disputations among the people 

concerning this matter. 

 

Bryan Richards reminds us, 

 

“The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints’ was not 

always the official name of the church. For the first 8 

years, the church was known by other names, including: ‘the 

Church of Christ,’ ‘The Church of Jesus Christ,’ and ‘The 

Church of the Latter-day Saints.’ The revelation giving the 

full name came in 1838, in Far West, [Missouri] (see D&C 

115:4). The specification, ‘of Latter-day Saints,’ is 

distinguished from previous dispensations. It is likely 

that there had been concern expressed at that time as to 

the official name of the Church in the latter days. 

(www.gosepeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-27). 

 

Milton R. Hunter states, 

 

“The early Christians in the Mediterranean world took upon 

themselves the name of Christ. As you all recall, they were 

known generally as Christians. But as their numbers began 

to spread and become rather numerous in the Mediterranean 

world, and as the seeds of apostasy began to grow, about 

185 A.D. the leaders decided to change the name to 

Catholic, meaning universal. Thus by choosing to call 

themselves ‘Universal’ they lost the name, or set aside the 

name, that God had decreed would be the only name given 

under heaven whereby mankind may be saved.” (Conference 

Report, October, 1952, 38). 

 

Jesus expressed his concern as to why “the people should 

murmur and dispute” (vs.3), regarding the name of his 

Church: (1) “Ye must take upon you the name of Christ, 

which is my name…[therefore] by this name shall ye be 

called” (vs.5); (2) “Whatsoever ye shall do, ye shall do it 

in my name; therefore ye shall call the church in my name” 

(vs.7); (3) “How be it my church save it be called in my 

name…if it be called in my name then it is my church, if it 

so be…built upon my gospel” (vs.8); (4) “If you call upon 

the Father, for the church, if it be in my name the Father 

will hear you” (vs.9); and, (5) “If it be that the church 

http://www.gosepeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-27
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is built upon my gospel then will the Father show forth his 

owns works in it” (vs.10). [Underline added]   

 

Jesus then gave the following warning to those who would 

established churches that are “not built upon my gospel, 

[but] upon the works of men, or upon the works of the 

devil…they will have joy in their works for a season, and 

by and by the end cometh, and they are hewn down and cast 

into the fire, from whence there is no return” (3 Nephi 

27:11). There are two important ingredients in order to 

identify the true Church of Jesus Christ. The name of the 

church must include the name of Jesus Christ and secondly, 

it must be built on His Gospel. 

 

Andrew C. Skinner states, 

 

“Nowhere else in sacred writ outside of 3 Nephi 27 does 

Jesus personally define the term gospel with such power and 

clarity. Nowhere else in all of the scripture does he 

proclaim personal authorship (and ownership) of the gospel 

he preached nor explained it in such exquisite simplicity 

as the carrying out of his Father’s will. Nowhere else in 

scripture does he connect so directly and succinctly his 

Father’s will with the Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Final 

Judgment and then link them so concretely to the universal 

salvation he has offered to all humankind. Third Nephi 

stands at the doctrinal apex of Jesus’ post-Resurrection 

visit to the New World. It is the culminating discourse of 

his New World teachings on the nature of salvation.” (Third 

Nephi: The Fifth Gospel. Springville, Utah: CFI, An Imprint 

of Cedar Fort, Inc., 2012, 83-84). 

 

3 Nephi 27:13-15 

 

13 Behold I have given unto you my gospel, and this is 

the gospel which I have given unto you—-that I came 

into the world to do the will of my Father, because my 

Father sent me. 

14 And my Father sent me that I might be lifted up 

upon the cross; and after that I had been lifted up 

upon the cross, that I might draw all men unto me, 

that as I have been lifted up by men even so should 

men be lifted up by the Father, to stand before me, to 

be judged of their works, whether they be good or 

whether they be evil—- 

15 And for this cause have I been lifted up; 

therefore, according to the power of the Father I will 
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draw all men unto me, that they may be judged 

according to their works. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie, Robert L. Millet, and Brent L. 

Top state, 

 

“The gospel is truly the life, mission, teachings, atoning 

sacrifice, death, and resurrection of Christ (compare to 

D&C 76:40-42). The ‘good news’ and ‘glad tidings’ of the 

gospel are found in Christ—-in his atonement—-not just in 

his teachings.” (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of 

Mormon, Vol. 4. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1992, 178). 

 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

“Nothing in the entire plan of salvation compares in any 

way in importance with…the atoning sacrifice of our Lord…It 

is the rock foundation upon which the gospel and all other 

things rest…It is the foundation upon which all truth 

rests, and all things grow out of it, and come because of 

it. Indeed, the atonement is the gospel.” (Mormon Doctrine. 

Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1966, [Second Edition],  

 

It is important to note the full impact of his suffering 

included his pain on the cross. Bruce R. McConkie states, 

that on the cross, “all the infinite agonies and merciless 

pains of Gethsemane recurred.” (“The Purifying Power of 

Gethsemane,” in Ensign, May 1985, 10). 

 

Andrew C. Skinner adds, 

 

“Perhaps, the Savior chose to emphasize the Cross during 

his New World discourse because it represents the climax of 

his passion, his suffering.” (Third Nephi: The Fifth 

Gospel. Springville, Utah: CFI, An Imprint of Cedar Fort, 

Inc., 2012, 91). 

 

3 Nephi 27:16-17, 19 

 

16 And it shall come to pass, that whoso repenteth and 

is baptized in my name shall be filled; and if he 

endureth to the end, behold, him will I hold guiltless 

before my Father at that day when I shall stand to 

judge the world.  

17 And he that endureth not unto the end, that same is 

he that is also hewn down and cast into the fire, from 
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whence they can no more return, because of the justice 

of the Father. 

 

19 And no unclean thing can enter into his kingdom; 

therefore nothing entereth into his rest save it be 

those who have washed their garments in my blood, 

because of their faith, and the repentance of all 

thing sins, and their faithfulness unto the end. 

 

Joseph Fielding McConkie, Robert L. Millet, and Brent L. 

Top state, 

 

“The principles of the gospel—-those things which allow us 

to partake of the powers of the atoning sacrifice—-perhaps  

elucidated here in 3 Nephi 27 more than in any other 

passage of scripture, include faith, repentance, baptism, 

the reception of the Holy Ghost, enduring to the end, 

resurrection, and eternal judgment (see Teachings [of the 

Prophet Joseph Smith, 149).” (Doctrinal Commentary on the 

Book of Mormon, Vol. 4. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1992, 

178).  

 

3 Nephi 27:20-22 

 

20 Now this is the commandment: Repent, all ye ends of 

the earth, and come unto me and be baptized in my 

name, that ye may be sanctified by the reception of 

the Holy Ghost, that ye may stand spotless before me 

at the last day. 

21 Verily, verily, I say unto you, this is my gospel; 

and ye know the things that ye must do in my church; 

for the works which ye have seen me do that shall ye 

also do; for that which ye have seen me do even that 

shall ye do; 

22 Therefore, if ye do these things blessed are ye, 

for ye shall be lifted up at the last day. 

 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

“Viewed from our mortal position, the gospel is all that is 

required to take us back to the Eternal Presence, there to 

be crowned with glory and honor, immortality and eternal 

life. To gain these greatest of all rewards, two things are 

required. The first is the atonement by which all men are 

raised in immortality, with those who believe and obey 

ascending also unto eternal life. This atoning sacrifice 

was the work of our Blessed Lord, and he has done his work. 
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The second requisite is obedience on our part to the laws 

and ordinances of the gospel. Thus the gospel is, in effect 

the atonement. But the gospel is also all of the laws, 

principles, doctrines, rites, ordinances, acts, powers, 

authorities, and keys needed to save and exalt fallen man 

in the highest heaven hereafter.” (A New Witness for the 

Articles of Faith. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1984, 

134).  

 

3 Nephi 27:24-26 

 

24 Write the works of this people, which shall be, 

even as hath been written of that which hath been. 

25 For behold, out of the books which have been 

written, and shall this people be judged, for by them 

shall their works be known unto men. 

26 And behold, all things are written by the Father; 

therefore out of the books which shall be written 

shall the world be judged.  

 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

“The tithing records will name the full tithe payers; the 

book on Sabbath observance will tell those who went to the 

house of prayer on the Lord’s day to pay their devotions to 

the Most High…Even beyond this, every man will be judged 

out of the book of his own life, out of the record of 

obedience or disobedience that is written in the flesh and 

sinews and soul of his own body. And however imperfect the 

records kept on earth may be, all things are written by the 

Father, into the very body and spirit of each person, so 

that none will be judged amiss or from an imperfect 

ledger.” (The Mortal Messiah, Book 4. Salt Lake City: 

Deseret Book Co., 1981, 81). 

 

3 Nephi 27:27 

 

27 …Therefore, what manner of men ought ye to be? 

Verily I say unto you, even as I am. 

 

If it were the desire of each individual upon the earth to 

mold their lives in accordance with the example set by 

Jesus Christ, this world would be a better place to live. 

Can one imagine the difference it would make if each of us 

were to begin treating others as we ourselves would like to 

be treated? Crime would decline, hostilities would end, and 

kindness would increase. We would become a kinder, gentler, 



9 

 

and more thoughtful people. The example that Jesus Christ 

set in this one area alone would bring immediate results in 

all of our lives.  

 

Spencer W. Kimball states regarding emulating the Savior, 

 

“Hard to do? Of course. The Lord never promised an easy 

road, nor a simple gospel nor low standards, nor a low 

norm. The price is high, but the goods attained are worth 

all the cost. The Lord himself turned the other cheek; he 

suffered himself to be buffeted and beaten without 

remonstrance; he suffered every indignity and yet spoke no 

word of condemnation. And his question to all is: 

‘Therefore, what manner of men ought ye to be?’ And his 

answer to us is: ‘Even as I am.” (“The Power of 

Forgiveness,” in Ensign, November 1977, 48). 

 

3 Nephi 27:28-29 

 

28 And now I go unto the Father. And verily I say unto 

you, whatsoever things ye shall ask the Father in my 

name shall be given unto you. 

29 Therefore, ask, and ye shall receive; knock, and it 

shall be opened unto you; for he that asketh, 

receiveth; and unto him that knocketh, it shall be 

opened. 

 

Boyd K. Packer states, 

 

“It is clear that the Lord wants us to come unto Him and 

ask Him for whatever we need. The simple invitation to 

‘ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 

knock, and it shall be opened unto you’ was repeated by the 

Lord on many occasions…He repeated it twice to the people 

of the New World at the time of His visit to them following 

His resurrection, including His last words He gave to them 

before returning to His Father in heaven…In varying ways 

throughout the scriptures, He has invited us to ask Him for 

whatever we need in righteousness, that He might give it 

unto us. 

 

“The initiative, then, is ours. We must ask and pray and 

seek, and then we will find.” (Teach Ye Diligently. Salt 

Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1979, 14-15).  

 

It seems to me that we ourselves are the weak link in this 

connection. We seem to be determined to do it on our own, 
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rather than asking for guidance or direction from One who 

stands ready to give. It is “as if” we are so afraid that 

we might be disappointed, that we choose to not ask. Upon 

further reflection, we would all realize that the sure way 

not to receive, is for us not to ask. If we ask, and do so, 

trusting that we will receive what God determines is in our 

best interest, we will never be disappointed, even if the 

answer is “No”. 

   

3 Nephi 27:30-32 

 

30 And now, behold, my joy is great, even unto 

fulness, because of you, and also this generation; 

yea, and even the Father rejoiceth, and also all the 

holy angels, because of you and this generation; for 

now of them are lost. 

31 Behold, I would that ye should understand; for I 

mean them are now alive of this generation; and none 

of them are lost; and in them I have fullness of joy. 

32 But behold, it sorroweth me because of the fourth 

generation from this generation, for they are led away 

captive by him even as was the son of perdition; for 

they will sell me for silver and for gold, and for 

that which moth doth corrupt and which thieves can 

break through and steal. And in that day will I visit 

them even in turning their works upon their own heads. 

 

George Reynolds and Janne M. Sjodahl state, 

 

“Mormon seeks in these verses to impress upon [us] that it 

was because of their desire unto righteousness that the 

more righteous were saved. Those who were delivered from 

untimely death and also destruction, were ‘they who 

received the prophets, and stoned them not; and it was they 

who had not shed the blood of the Saints.’ Let us not 

forget that not only were the righteous among them, 

delivered from physical destruction, and their annals 

corroborate this fact, but they were all of that generation 

emancipated from sin. It is recorded of them, ‘For none of 

them are lost.’ The Savior's own words confirm this: ‘And 

now, behold, My joy is great, even unto fulness, because of 

you, and also of this generation; yea, and even the Father 

rejoiceth, and also all the holy angels, because of you and 

this generation; for none of them are lost.’ (3 Nephi 

27:30).” (Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol. 7. Amplified 

and Arranged by Philip C. Reynolds. Salt Lake City: Deseret 

Book Co., 1961, [1976], 124). 
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3 Nephi 27:33 

 

33 And it came to pass that when Jesus had ended these 

sayings he said unto his disciples: Enter ye in at the 

strait gate; for strait is the gate, and narrow is the 

way that leads to life, and few there be that find it; 

but wide is the gate, and broad the way which leads to 

death, and many there be that travel therein, until 

the night cometh, wherein no man can work. 

 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

“The course leading to eternal life is both strait and 

straight. It is straight because it has an invariable 

direction—-always it is the same. There are no diversions, 

crooked paths, or tangents leading to the kingdom of God. 

It is strait because it is narrow and restricted, a course 

where full obedience to the full law is required. 

Straightness has reference to direction, straitness to 

width. The gate is strait; the path is both strait and 

straight.  

 

“Thus by entering in at the strait gate (which is 

repentance and baptism) a person gets on the “straight and 

narrow path which lead to eternal life” (2 Nephi 31:17-

18)…Only [those members]…will be saved in the kingdom of 

God who traverse the path, that is, who endure in obedience 

to the end.  

 

“To enter in at the strait gate is to forsake the world, 

repent of one’s sins, and be baptized under the hands of a 

legal administrator, thus getting on the straight and 

narrow path which leads to eternal life.” (Mormon Doctrine. 

Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1966, [Second Edition], 769).  

 

III. 3 Nephi 28 

 

3 Nephi 28:1-3 

 

1 And it came to pass when Jesus had said these words, 

he spake unto his disciples, one by one, saying unto 

them: What is it that ye desire of me, after that I am 

gone to the Father? 

2 And they all spake, save it were three, saying: We 

desire that after we have lived unto the age of man, 

that our ministry, wherein thou hast called us, may 
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have an end, that we may speedily come unto thee in 

thy kingdom. 

3 And he said unto them [nine]: Blessed are ye because 

ye have desired this thing of me; therefore, after 

that ye are seventy and two years old ye shall come 

unto me in my kingdom; and with me ye shall find rest.  

 

It is reasonable to assume that Jesus made the same offer 

to the twelve in the New World, as he had previously made 

to his eleven apostles in the Old World. It is noted that 

nine of the twelve in the ancient America chose to die at 

the age of seventy-two and then went with their Master in 

his kingdom. However, three of the twelve were reluctant to 

express their desires.  

 

When Jesus asked the twelve disciples, what they desired of 

him, nine responded without hesitation, while three others 

were reticent to speak. Jesus asked them again what they 

desired of him. 

 

3 Nephi 28:5 

 

5 And they sorrowed in their hearts, for they durst 

not speak unto him the thing which they desired.  

 

Their hesitation was not for lack of faith that he would  

respond, but for fear of his response. Despite their prior 

association with him, they felt their request would bring 

his rebuke. It may also be similar with us. Maybe one of 

the reasons we don’t ask, is that we also fear his censure.  

 

3 Nephi 28:6 

 

6 And he said unto them: Behold, I know your thoughts, 

and ye have desired the thing which John my beloved, 

who was with me in my ministry, before that I was 

lifted up by the Jews, desired of me. 

 

What is it that John the beloved specifically desired of 

the Lord? We learn John’s desire of the Lord through modern 

revelation. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 7:2-3 

 

2 And I [John] said unto him: Lord, give unto me power 

over death, that I may live and bring souls unto thee.  
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3 And the Lord said unto me: Verily, verily, I say 

unto thee, because thou desirest this thou shalt tarry 

until I come in my glory, and shalt prophesy before 

nations, kindreds, tongues and people. 

 

John’s desire was to be able to remain upon the earth and 

bring souls to Christ. This desire was granted to him. This 

was also the unspoken desire of the three Nephite 

disciples. 

 

Jesus did not need them to verbalize their desire for he 

already knew their thoughts. It is also true with each of 

us. Before we speak, or dare not speak, God the Father 

already knows the desires of our hearts. Even when fear 

binds our tongues, He knows our thoughts. We learn to speak 

our feelings so that we may have the personal experience of 

formulating our desires into words that we may learn to 

share them with Deity.  

 

Jesus informed the three disciples that John, the Beloved, 

one of his apostles during his Palestine ministry, had also 

made this request of him. He assured them that “more 

blessed are ye…for ye have desired that ye might 

bring…souls of men unto me” (3 Nephi 28:7, 9).  

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“God’s very purpose is to bring souls of men unto him. This 

is his work and glory. (see Moses 1:39.) When the three 

Nephites desired to bring the souls of men unto Christ, 

theirs is the ultimate, righteous desire. Their desires had 

become like the Father and the Son—-they had become one 

with God. Hence, the Savior tells them, ‘ye shall be even 

as I am’ (v.10). The message to all of us is the same, “the 

thing which will be of most worth unto you will be to 

declare repentance unto this people, that you may bring 

souls unto me, that you may rest with them in the kingdom 

of my Father. Amen’ (D&C 15:6).” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-28). 

 

Clyde J. Williams states the characteristics of the Three 

Nephites, [Brackets contain clarifying commentary] 

 

“1.  They, like John the Revelator, will ‘never taste of 

     death.’ (3 Nephi 28:7). 
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          [Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

      “Will translated beings ever die?…There is a 

     distinction between death as we know it and tasting of 

     death or enduring the pains of death. As a matter of 

     doctrine, death is universal…There are no exceptions, 

     not even among translated beings…this change from 

     mortality to immortality, though almost instantaneous, 

     is both a death and a resurrection…[T]hey do pass 

     through death and are changed from mortality to 

     immortality, in the eternal sense.” (The Mortal 

     Messiah, Book 4. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 

     1981, 389).] 

 

“2.  They will ‘be changed in the twinkling of an eye from 

     mortality to immortality’ (3 Nephi 28:8). 

 

“3.  The Three Nephites were told they would experience no 

     pain while they dwelt in the flesh [except for the 

     ‘sins of the world’ (3 Nephi 28:9). 

  

“4.  For the twelve Nephite disciples, the glorious final 

     day the Savior spent among the Nephites was in effect 

     a Judgment Day. [The three, were] to receive a 

     fullness of joy as the Father had given to the Savior  

     (3 Nephi 28:10).  

 

“5.  Translated beings have knowledge and wisdom given unto 

     them that exceed human perspective. The Three Nephites 

     were ‘caught up into heaven, and saw and heard 

     unspeakable things’ (3 Nephi 28:13, 36). 

 

“6.  As Mormon began writing and editing this portion of 

     the Nephite history, he was uncertain as to the actual 

     condition or state of the Three Nephites…It appears 

     that these Nephite disciples were first transfigured 

     and then translated. 

 

     [Jeffrey R. Holland states, 

 

     “A person who is transfigured is one who is 

     temporarily taken into a higher, heavenly experience, 

     as were Peter, James, and John, and then returned to a 

     normal telestial status.” (Christ and the New 

     Covenant. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997, 306. 

     bold added).] 
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          [Jeffery R. Holland continues, 

 

     “Mormon…inquired of the Lord about their [three 

     disciples] state. In reply, the Lord informed him that 

     translated beings were still mortal but that a special 

     change, more permanent than transfiguration, was 

     ‘wrought upon their bodies, that they might not suffer 

     pain nor sorrow save it were for the sins of the 

     world…,insomuch that Satan could have no power over 

     them, that he could not tempt them; and they were 

     sanctified in the flesh, that they were holy, and that 

     the powers of the earth could not hold them”  

     (3 Nephi 28:38-39).” (Christ and the New Covenant. 

     Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1997, 306. bold 

     added).] 

 

“7.  Another blessing enjoyed by translated beings is that 

     wicked or evil men and women have no power over them. 

 

“8.  They have power to show themselves to whomever they 

     desire. And the converse is true. They can keep 

     themselves from being seen by anyone they do not want 

     to see them. The only stipulation required of them to 

     show themselves is that they must pray to the Father 

     in the name of Jesus for that power. 

  

     Mormon declares, ‘They are as the angels of God’  

     (3 Nephi 28:30). This would seem to mean that travel 

     and distances are of no consequence to them. We would 

     suppose that walls and other mortal barriers are also 

     insignificant. Because of their extraordinary powers, 

     and the prophetic words of the Savior himself, which 

     we do not yet possess, Mormon prophesied that ‘great 

     and marvelous works shall be wrought by them, before 

     the great and coming day’ (3 Nephi 28:31). 

 

      [John W. Taylor states, 

 

     “…in a little while you will find another prophecy 

     will be fulfilled, and that is the prophecy that Jesus 

     made to the three Nephites who, having power over 

     death, are still living upon this continent. He spoke 

     to them of a time when they would perform a great and 

     mighty work among the Gentiles; and that has not yet 

     been fulfilled, but it will be. You will find that 

     many districts where the Elders of Israel cannot reach 
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     will be penetrated by these men who have power over 

     death…My testimony is that these men are going abroad 

     in the nations of the earth before the face of your 

     sons, and they are preparing the hearts of the 

     children of men to receive the Gospel. They are 

     administering to those who are heirs of salvation, and 

     preparing their hearts to receive the truth, just as 

     the farmer prepares the soil to receive the seed. The 

     Lord has promised that He would send his angels before 

     the face of His servants, and He does so.” (Conference 

     Report, October 1902, 75).] 

 

“9.  One of the most significant characteristics of the 

     Three Nephites is that Satan can ‘have no power over 

     them’ (3 Nephi 28:39). 

 

     [Bryan Richards states, 

 

     “Satan can only tempt those whom the Lord permits him 

     to tempt (see Job 1-2). He is not allowed to tempt 

     those who belong to a terrestrial order which includes 

     all those who have been translated. Presumably, those 

     of the city of Enoch were thus protected as were 

     Elijah and Moses after they were translated. This is 

     why Satan must be cast out during the Millennium, for 

     the earth will be a terrestrial kingdom for those 1000 

     years, and Satan just doesn’t belong to that order, 

     not even as a devil.” 

     (www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-28).] 

 

“10. Mormon concluded his revealing treatise on the Three 

     Nephites by reminding us that they were to remain in 

     this translated state until the ‘judgment day of 

     Christ,’ or in the words of the Savior until ‘I shall 

     come in my glory with the powers of heaven’  

     (3 Nephi 28:7, 40). At the second coming of Christ, 

     they will receive a glorious resurrection and enter 

     celestial glory to dwell with God and Christ 

     eternally.” (“The Three Nephites and the Doctrine of 

     Translation,” in The Book of Mormon: 3 Nephi 9-30, 

     This Is My Gospel, Vol. 8. Edited by Monte S. Nyman 

     and Charles D. Tate, Jr. Provo, Utah: Religious 

     Studies Center, Brigham Young University, 1993, 240- 

     247).   

 

The abridged words of Mormon give us the clearest 

understanding of the characteristics of individuals who 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-28


17 

 

have been transfigured and translated that is found in Holy 

writ. It is only through the Book of Mormon and modern 

revelation, that we have a clear understanding of not only 

the request of the three disciples, but also of the Apostle 

John, the Beloved, with whom they shared this holy desire.  

 

3 Nephi 28:34-35 

 

34 And wo be unto him that will not hearken unto the 

words of Jesus, and also to them whom he hath chosen 

and sent among them; for whoso receiveth not the words 

of Jesus and the words of those whom he hath sent 

receiveth not him; and therefore he will not receive 

them at the last day; 

35 And it would be better for them if they had not 

been born. For do ye suppose that ye can get rid of 

the justice of an offended God, who hath been trampled 

under feet of men, that thereby salvation might come? 

 

Russell M. Nelson states, 

 

“The question [of acceptance of truth] is one of faith. 

Either one has the faith to hear and obey the word of God 

and accept it as such, or one does not. ‘Without faith it 

is impossible to please him.’ (Hebrews 11:6.)  

 

“Many have difficulty accepting the word of God because it 

comes from their contemporaries—-their neighborhood bishops 

and local leaders who seem to be just ordinary men. Even 

the prophets of God are just ordinary men, but with 

extraordinary callings to communicate divine doctrine. We 

must have the faith to know that ‘his word [we] shall 

receive, as if from [his] own mouth, in all patience and 

faith.’(D&C 21:5.)” (The Power Within Us. Salt Lake City: 

Shadow Mountain, 1988, 54) 

 

It does takes faith on the part of the individual to plant 

the seed that they may know if the truths taught by the 

Holy Prophets, then and now, as recorded in the written 

scriptures are true. It is an experiment, however, we must 

try. If it is true, our very lives will be changed for the 

better. If it is true, we will know for the seed that is 

nourished and care for, if it is good, it will grow and 

bear fruit. As the Savior taught, “Ye shall know them by 

their fruits” (Matthew 7:16). 
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IV. 3 Nephi 29 

 

3 Nephi 29:1 

 

1 And now behold, I say unto you that when the Lord 

shall see fit, in his wisdom, that these sayings shall 

come unto the Gentiles according to his word, then ye 

may know that the covenant which the Father hath made 

with the children of Israel, concerning their 

restoration to the lands of their inheritance, is 

already beginning to be fulfilled.  

 

Robert L. Millet states, 

 

“The Book of Mormon is one of the signs of the times. It is 

an announcement that the restoration of the fullness of the 

gospel of Jesus Christ has taken place in the last days. 

Its presence is a sign that the Church of Jesus Christ 

(Zion) has been reestablished and that the work of 

gathering, called ‘the work of the Father,’ is underway  

(3 Nephi 21:7). The risen Lord explained to the Nephites 

that ‘when these things’ (the Book of Mormon) would come 

forth to the world, people would know that God’s great work 

of gathering (3 Ne. 21:1-7; Ether 4:17; 3 Nephi 29:1) had 

commenced: the prophesied return of his chosen people, 

first to Christ and his gospel, and second ‘to the lands of 

their inheritance’ (2 Nephi 6:11; 10:7; 3 Ne. 5:24-26… 

3 Ne.29:1).” (To be a sign of the Father’s work. Book of 

Mormon Reference Companion. Dennis L. Largey, General 

Editor. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 2003, 140). 

 

3 Nephi 29:2-3 

 

2 And ye may know that the words of the Lord, which 

have been spoken by the holy prophets, shall all be 

fulfilled; and ye need not say that the Lord delays 

his coming unto the children of Israel. 

3 And ye need not imagine in your hearts that the 

words which have been spoken are vain, for behold, the 

Lord will remember his covenant which he hath made 

unto his people of the house of Israel. 

 

On November 1, 1831, in Hiram, Ohio, at a special 

conference of elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints, the Lord revealed the preface to the 

soon to be published, “Book of Commandments.” It was later  
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called “The Doctrine and Covenants.” It contains the 

doctrine, covenants, and commandments [as revealed] in this 

dispensation.” (Introduction to Section 1. The Doctrine and 

Covenants. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints, 1981, 1). 

 

Contained within Section One, is the following promise of 

the Lord as revealed through the Prophet Joseph Smith: 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 1:37-38 

 

37 Search these commandments, for they are true, and 

faithful, and the prophecies and promises which are in 

them, shall all be fulfilled. 

38 What I the Lord have spoken, I have spoken, and I 

excuse not myself; …by mine own voice or by the voice 

of my servants, it is the same. 

 

The Lord wants us, as his children, to understand that when 

he speaks, he is serious and his words will, according to 

his own time, all be fulfilled.  

 

3 Nephi 29:4-5 

 

4 And when ye shall see these sayings coming forth 

among you, then ye need not any longer spurn at the 

doings of the Lord, for the sword of his justice is in 

his right hand; and behold, at that day, if ye shall 

spurn at his doings he will cause that it shall soon 

overtake you. 

5 Wo unto him that spurneth at the doings of the Lord; 

yea, wo unto him that shall deny the Christ and his 

works! 

 

Webster’s New World Dictionary, Third College Edition 

states, 

 

“spurn. 1 [Archaic] to push or drive away contemptuously 

with or as with the foot 2 to refuse or reject with 

contempt or disdain; scorn.” (Webster’s New World 

Dictionary, Third College Edition. New York: Prentice Hall, 

1988, [1994], 1300). 

 

This rejection of the Lord is deliberate and involves open 

rebellion, even if not done publicly, without regret or 

remorse. 
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Bryan Richards states, 

 

“Denying Christ is a dangerous thing to do. When coupled 

with denial of the Holy Ghost, it qualifies one to be a son 

of Perdition. ‘For they are vessels of wrath…Having denied 

the Holy Spirit after having received it, and having denied 

the Only Begotten Son of the Father, having crucified him 

unto themselves and put him to an open shame.’(D&C 76:35). 

This is according to the word of the Lord, ‘…whosoever 

shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my 

Father which is in heaven (Matt. 10:33).” 

(www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-29). 

 

3 Nephi 29:6-7 

 

6 Yea, wo unto him that shall deny the revelations of 

the Lord, and that shall say the Lord no longer 

worketh by revelation, or by prophecy, or by gifts, or 

by tongues, or by healings, or by the power of the 

Holy Ghost! 

7 Yea, and wo unto him that shall say at that day, to 

get gain, that there can be no miracle wrought by 

Jesus Christ; for he that doeth this shall become like 

unto the son of perdition, for whom there was no 

mercy, according to the word of Christ! 

 

Without revelation, prophecy, gifts of the Spirit including 

the gift of tongues, or healings or miracles, the Church of 

Jesus Christ would not be found on the earth today. These 

fundamental gifts, among others, set the true Church of 

Jesus Christ apart from all other churches in the world. To 

reject them, is to deny the truth. 

 

3 Nephi 29:8-9 

 

8 Yea, and ye need not any longer hiss, nor spurn, nor 

make game of the Jews, nor any of the remnant of the 

house of Israel; for behold, the Lord remembereth his 

covenant unto them, and he will do unto them according 

to that which he hath sworn. 

9 Therefore ye need not suppose that ye can turn the 

right hand of the Lord unto the left, that he may not 

execute judgment unto the fulfilling of the covenant 

which he hath made unto the house of Israel.  

 

 

 

http://www.gospeldoctrine.com/contents/3Nephi-29
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Bruce R. McConkie states, 

 

“Do they remember the travails, and the labors, and the 

pains of the Jews, and their diligence unto me, in bringing 

forth salvation unto the Gentiles? (2 Nephi 29:2-4.) If the 

hearts of the Christians of the world were truly centered 

on the Bible, as they profess, would they not have an 

entirely different feeling toward the Jews? Did not Jesus 

say that ‘salvation is of the Jews?’? (John 4:22.) Was not 

Jesus a Jew and did not the Bible come to us through Jewish 

hands? Can anyone truly believe and reverence the Bible 

without honoring and thanking the Jews?” (New Witness for 

the Articles of Faith. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 

1984, 462-463). 

 

V. 3 Nephi 30 

 

3 Nephi 30:1 

 

1 Hearken, O ye Gentiles, and hear the words of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of the living God, which he hath 

commanded me that I should speak concerning you, for 

behold he commandeth me that I should write, saying:  

 

It is noteworthy that the final words of Mormon as found in 

Third Nephi have been given to him directly by Jesus 

Christ. The singular verse (3 Nephi 30:2), is a voice of 

warning to the Gentiles.  

 

Russell M. Nelson states, 

 

“To hearken is ‘to attend; to regard; to give heed to what 

is uttered; to observe or obey’ (Webster, American 

Dictionary). 

 

“Above all, God’s children should learn to listen, then 

listen to learn from the Lord…Scriptures recorded in all 

dispensations teach that we show our love of God as we 

hearken to His commandments and obey them. These actions 

are closely connected. In fact, the Hebrew language of the 

Old Testament in most instances uses the same term for both 

hearkening (to the Lord) and obedience (to his word).” 

(“Listen to Learn,” in Ensign, May 1991, 24). 
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3 Nephi 30:2 

 

2 Turn, all ye Gentiles, from your wicked ways; and 

repent of your evil doings, of your lyings and 

deceivings, and of your whoredoms, and of your secret 

abominations, and your idolatries, and of your 

murders, and your priestcrafts, and your envyings, and 

your strifes, and from all your wickedness and 

abominations, and come unto me, and be baptized in my 

name, that ye may receive a remission of your sins, 

and be filled with the Holy Ghost, that ye may be 

numbered with my people who are of the house of 

Israel. 

 

It is not yet too late for the Gentiles. There is yet time 

for them to repent from their iniquities and come unto the 

Lord. If they do not, they will reap the wrath of God’s  

justice. 

 

Bryan Richards states, 

 

“Lest we [members of the house of Israel] be found sitting 

in our condemning, self-righteous judgment seats, 

ruminating over the imminent destruction of the Gentiles, 

we should remember the warning of Nephi to his people. The 

warning applies equally well to us. ‘And now behold, my 

beloved brethren, I would speak unto you; for I, Nephi, 

would not suffer that ye should suppose that ye are more 

righteous than the Gentiles shall be. For behold, except ye 

shall keep the commandments of God ye shall all likewise 

perish…’ (2 Nephi 30:1).” 

 

VI. 4 Nephi 

 

Daniel H. Ludlow states, 

 

“In the first edition of the Book of Mormon, the book that 

is known by the title of ‘Third Nephi’ was known only as 

‘the Book of Nephi the son of Nephi, who was the son of 

Helaman.’ The original title was used until the edition in 

1879 when, at the recommendation of Orson Pratt, the 

heading ‘Third Nephi’ was added before the title of this 

book and the words ‘Fourth Nephi’ were added before the 

title of the book that follows.” (A Companion To Your Study 

Of The Book Of Mormon. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 

1976, 252). 
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Joseph Fielding McConkie, Robert L. Millet, and Brent L. 

Top state, 

 

“Although 4 Nephi contains only forty-nine verses and is 

only four pages long, it spans approximately 285 years of 

Nephite history. It can be characterized—-borrowing from 

the words of Charles Dickens—-as a tale of two 

civilizations. It begins as the record of one united 

Nephite nation, recounting ‘the best of times’—-a golden 

era of righteous, Zion-like people who had been made 

‘partakers of the heavenly gift’ and of whom Mormon said 

‘there could not be a happier people.’ This age of 

righteousness lasted for about 170 years, until around A.D. 

200, and was a testimony of the impact of the visit of 

Christ on the Nephite people. 

 

“Then, over a period of about one hundred years, this same 

Zion society descended to ‘the worst of times.’ They became 

wicked to the point that the death of righteous men 

apparently caused Ammaron [the last of four writers] (no 

doubt under inspiration) to choose a ten-year-old boy, 

Mormon, to be the future keeper of the sacred records, 

leaving them hidden for about fourteen years until he 

should be old enough to receive them.” (Doctrinal 

Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol. 4. Salt Lake City: 

Bookcraft, 1992, 197). 

 

The four writers of 4
th
 Nephi are: “Nephi [2] [vs.1-19], son 

of Nephi, grandson of Helaman; Amos [vs.19-21], son of 

Nephi; Amos [2] [vs.21-47], grandson of Nephi [2]; and, 

Ammaron [47-49, brother of Amos 2 and grandson of Nephi 2.” 

(Sidney B. Sperry. Book of Mormon Compendium. Salt Lake 

City: Bookcraft, 1968, 434-435). 

 

4 Nephi 1:1-2 [underline added] 

 

1 And it came to pass that the thirty and fourth year 

passed away, and also the thirty and fifth, and behold 

the disciples of Jesus had formed a church of Christ 

in all the lands round about. And as many as did come 

unto them, and did truly repent of their sins, were 

baptized in the name of Jesus; and they did also 

receive the Holy Ghost. 

2 And it came to pass in the thirty and sixth year, 

the people were all converted unto the Lord, upon all 

the face of the land, both Nephites and Lamanites, and 
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there were no contentions and disputations among them, 

and every man did deal justly one with another.   

 

Note that all “were converted unto the Lord” (4
th
 Nephi 

1:2). The fundamental building block upon which all 

societies must build if they are to achieve peace and 

happiness for their citizens is Jesus Christ and his 

teachings.  

 

Dallin H. Oaks states, 

 

“We are our brother’s keeper, even in the marketplace…We 

cannot allow ourselves to do less for our partners, our 

customers, our employees, and others with whom we deal in 

the marketplace. What a beautiful and happy world this 

would be if all of us would strive to live those principles 

to the fullest. Our efforts and influence would affect 

millions. Examples improve society more than sermons…In 

those brilliant generations that followed the appearance of 

the resurrected Christ in the New World, ‘there were no 

contentions and disputations among [the people], and every 

man did deal justly one with another’ (4 Nephi 1:2).” 

(“Brother’s Keeper,” in Ensign, November 1986, 22-23). 

 

4 Nephi 1:3 

 

3 And they had all things common among them; therefore 

there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they 

were all made free, and partakers of the heavenly 

gift.   

  

Spencer W. Kimball states, 

 

“[As a guide to becoming a Zion Society] First, we must 

eliminate the individual tendency to selfishness that 

snares the soul, shrinks the heart, and darkens the 

mind…Second, we must cooperate completely and work in 

harmony one with the other. There must be unanimity in our 

decisions and unity in our actions…Third, we must lay on 

the altar [of] sacrifice whatever is required by the Lord. 

We begin by offering a ‘broken heart and contrite spirit.’ 

We follow this by giving our best effort in our assigned 

fields of labor and callings. We learn our duty and execute 

it fully. Finally we consecrate our time, talents, and 

means as called upon by our file leaders and as prompted by 

the whisperings of the Spirit.” (“Becoming the Pure in 

Heart,” in Ensign, May 1978, 81, underline added). 
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4 Nephi 1:5 

 

5 And there were great and marvelous works wrought by 

the disciples of Jesus, insomuch that they did heal 

the sick, and raise the dead, and cause the lame to 

walk, and the blind to receive their sight, and the 

deaf to hear; and all manner of miracles did they work 

among the children of men; and in nothing did they 

work miracles save it were in the name of Jesus.  

 

Miracles, as previously noted, are one of gifts of the 

Spirit (see Moroni 10:12.), and their presence, one of the 

signs of the true Church. The presence of miracles is also 

evidence of the faith of the people and their 

righteousness. Mormon teaches about miracles in a letter to 

his son, Moroni.  

 

Moroni 7:35-37 

 

35 …[H]as the day of miracles ceased? 

36 Or have angels ceased to appear unto the children 

of men? Or has he withheld the power of the Holy Ghost 

from them? Or will he, so long as time shall last, or 

the earth shall stand or there shall be one man upon 

the face thereof to be saved? 

37 Behold I say unto you, Nay; for it is by faith that 

miracles are wrought; and it is by faith that angels 

appear and minister unto men; wherefore, if these 

things have ceased wo be unto the children of men, for 

it is because of unbelief, and all is vain.  

 

The absence of miracles is due to the absence of faith. 

Without faith, the gifts of the Spirit are not manifested. 

 

4 Nephi 1:10-11 

 

10 And now, behold, it came to pass that the people of 

Nephi did wax strong, and did multiply exceedingly 

fast, and became an exceedingly fair and delightsome 

people. 

11 And they were married, and given in marriage, and 

were blessed according to the multitude of the 

promises which the Lord had made unto them. 
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L. Whitney Clayton states, 

 

“One of the sweetest verses in the Book of Mormon states 

simply, “And they were married, and given in marriage, and 

were blessed according to the multitude of the promises 

which the Lord had made unto them.’ The promises of the 

Lord are extended to all those who follow the pattern of 

life that builds happy, holy marriage relationships. Such 

blessings come as the delightful, predictable consequences 

of faithfully living the gospel of Jesus Christ…Marriage is 

a gift from God to us; the quality of our marriages is a 

gift from us to Him.” (“Marriage: Watch and Learn,” in 

Ensign, May 2013, 85). 

 

4 Nephi 1:12-13 

 

12 And they did not walk any more after the 

performances and ordinances of the law of Moses; but 

they did walk after the commandments which they had 

received from their Lord and their God, continuing in 

fasting and prayer, and in meeting together oft both 

to pray and to hear the word of the Lord. 

13 And it came to pass that there was no contention 

among all the people, in the land; but there were 

mighty miracles wrought among the disciples of Jesus. 

 

While they no longer kept the law of Moses, as it had been 

fulfilled through Christ’s atonement (3 Nephi 15: 4,5, 8), 

they did continue to meet oft together in fasting, prayer 

and to hear the word of the Lord. Righteousness is not 

something that is achieved and then forgotten. It is 

something that must be renewed and strengthened daily. 

Fasting, prayer, and hearing the word of the Lord are 

necessary ingredients in strengthening our ability to 

remember the Lord and keep his commandments. 

 

4 Nephi 1:16-17,15,17,16 

 

16 And there were no envying, nor strifes, nor 

tumults, nor whoredoms, nor lyings, nor murders, nor 

any manner of lasciviousness;… 

17 There were no robbers, nor murderers, neither were 

there Lamanites, nor any manner of –ites;… 

15 And it came to pass that there was no contention in 

the land because of the love of God which did dwell in 

the hearts of the people. 



27 

 

17 …but they were in one, the children of Christ, and 

heirs to the kingdom of God. 

16 …and surely there could not be a happier people 

among all the people who had been created by the hand 

of God.   

 

I have juxtaposed the position of these verses in order to 

present the sequence of righteousness. There were no 

characteristics of wickedness manifest in the people (envy, 

discord, arguments, sexual impurity, dishonesty, taking of 

life). Therefore there were no robbers, either of temporal 

goods or morality, murderers, or no prejudice manifest 

against others, because they were one with the Lord. As a 

result, there could not have been a happier people on the 

earth. 

 

4 Nephi 1:20 

 

20 And he [Amos] kept it [record] eighty and four 

years, and there was still peace in the land, save it 

were a small part of the people who had revolted from 

the church and taken upon them the name of Lamanites; 

therefore there began to be Lamanites again in the 

land. 

 

Jeffrey R. Holland states, 

 

“But then, in the 184
th
 year after Christ’s birth, exactly 

150 years after his ministry in the New World, ‘a small 

part of the people…revolted from the church.’ That was the 

beginning of the end of the Nephite society. It took 

several years to happen, and several pages of Book of 

Mormon history to record it, but those words marked the end 

of the great Christian epoch in the New World of which so 

many prophets had dreamed and prophesied and for which so 

many had died. With that phrase, the sage we know as the 

Book of Mormon began drawing to a close.” (Christ and the 

New Covenant. Salt Lake City; Deseret Book Co., 1997, 314-

315). 

 

It is during the time that Amos, the son of Nephi 2, was in 

charge of the records that “a small part of the people had 

revolted from the church” and took upon themselves the name 

of Lamanites. At this time, the designation of Lamanites 

referred to those who were not members of the Church of 

Christ. The first evidence of dissention among the Nephites 

was the separation between believers in Christ and non-
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believers. Once the people were no longer united in their 

faith regarding Jesus Christ, their society began to 

crumble.  

 

Chart 1: Steps that Led to Apostasy by Nephites – 4 Nephi 

                       

1.  “A small part of the people revolted from the 

    church”  

 

Vs.20 

2.  “The people became exceedingly rich” Vs.23 

3.  “Some of the people began to be lifted up in 

    pride, such as the wearing of costly apparel” 

 

Vs.24 

4.  After the people were built up in pride, ‘from  

    that time forth they did have their goods and 

    their substance no more common among them” 

 

 

Vs. 25 

5.  The people began to be divided in classes Vs.26 

6.  The people began to “build up churches unto  

    themselves to get gain, and began to deny the 

    true church of Christ” 

 

 

Vs.26 

7.  Many churches were established “which 

    professed to know Christ, and yet they did 

    deny the more part of his gospel” 

 

 

Vs.27 

8.  These churches which professed to know Christ 

    did administer “that which was sacred [the 

    sacrament] unto him whom it had been forbidden 

    because of unworthiness. And this church did 

    multiply exceedingly because of iniquity, and 

    because of the power of Satan who did get hold 

    upon their hearts” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vs.27-28 

9.  Another church was established ‘which denied  

    the Christ, and they did persecute the true 

    church of Christ…and they did despise them 

    because of the many miracles which were 

    wrought among them” 

 

 

 

 

Vs.29 

10. “…the people did harden their hearts and seek  

    to kill’ the few remaining righteous people, 

    including the three Nephite disciples.  

 

 

Vs.31 

11. The “wicked part of the people began again to 

    build up the secret oaths and combinations of 

    Gadianton” 

 

 

Vs.42 

12. And finally, the people became “proud in their  

    hearts and vain like unto their brethren, thus 

    both the people of Nephi and the Lamanites had 

    become exceedingly wicked one like unto 

    another…and there were none that were 

    righteous save it were the disciples of Jesus” 

 

 

 

 

 

Vs.43-46 
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Reference: Daniel H. Ludlow. A Companion To Your Study Of 

The Book of Mormon. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1976, 

296-297). 

 

Daniel H. Ludlow states, 

 

Step by step, the Nephites declined “from the state of 

nearly perfect happiness to a state of exceeding 

wickedness.” A Companion To Your Study Of The Book of 

Mormon. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1976, 296). 

 

The state of righteousness to wickedness occurred with the 

Nephites and Lamanites, and as we will learn, the 

Jaredites. It can also happen to our nation unless we avoid 

the steps to destruction outlined by the Nephites. 

 

Ezra Taft Benson states, 

 

“It was essentially the sin of pride that kept us [LDS 

Church] from establishing Zion in the days of the Prophet 

Joseph Smith. It was the same sin of pride that brought 

consecration to an end among the Nephites (see 4 Ne. 1:24-

25.) 

 

“Pride is the great stumbling block to Zion. I repeat: 

Pride is the great stumbling block to Zion. 

 

“We must cleanse the inner vessel by conquering pride. (see 

Alma 6:2-4; Matt. 23:25-26.) 

 

“We must yield ‘to the enticing of the Holy Spirit,’ put 

off the prideful ‘natural man,’ become ‘a saint through the 

atonememt of Christ the Lord,’ and become ‘as a child, 

submissive, meek, humble’ [Mosiah 3:19].” (“Beware of 

Pride,” in Ensign, May, 1989, 7). 

 

As we come to the conclusion of Fourth Nephi, we learn that 

“after three hundred and five years had passed away,…the 

people did still remain in wickedness” (4 Nephi 1:47).  

Amos 2 dies, and “his brother, Ammaron, did keep the 

record” (4 Nephi 1:47). 

 

4 Nephi 1:48-49   

 

48 And it came to pass that when three hundred and 

twenty years had passed away, Ammaron, being 

constrained by the Holy Ghost, did hide up the records 
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which were sacred—-yea, even all the sacred records 

which had been handed down from generation to 

generation, which were sacred—-even until the three 

hundred and twentieth year from the coming of Christ. 

49 And he did hide them up unto the Lord, that they 

might come again unto the remnant of the house of 

Jacob, according to the prophecies and the promises of 

the Lord. And thus is the end of the record of 

Ammaron.  

 

Ammaron buried up the sacred records. Here they will remain 

until the Lord sees fit to call another to keep the sacred 

records of his people. 

 

VII. Conclusions 

 

We have been richly taught both by the Savior and Mormon, 

as well as the Nephites. We learned the blessings the 

gospel can bring into our lives as well as the results of 

our disobedience. Satan and his minions continue in their 

effort to persuade us to forsake true happiness in exchange 

for temporary pleasure followed by lasting misery. Only as 

we follow the strait and narrow path outlined by the Savior 

will we be truly happy in this life and hereafter. 

 

In 3 Nephi 27, we learned of the dispute regarding the name 

of the Church. To the Savior, the name of His Church 

matters. The Savior also defined the meaning of his gospel. 

(see 3 Nephi 27:13-15.) To return to Our Father, involves 

both Christ’s atonement and our obedience. Both the garden 

and the cross are important for us as “all the agonies and 

pains of Gethsemane recurred on the cross.” (Bruce R. 

McConkie. “The Purifying Power of Gethsemane,” in Ensign, 

May 1985, 10). What kind of person should we strive to be, 

“even as [the Savior] is” (3 Nephi 27:27). 

 

In 3 Nephi 28, we learned of the desires of the twelve at 

the end of their lives. Nine sought to die at the age of 

man and to come unto Christ. Three sought to remain upon 

the earth and bring souls unto God. We learned the 

characteristics of the three disciples, as well as the 

difference between transfigured and translation.  

 

In 3 Nephi 29, we learn anew [see 3 Nephi 21.}, that the 

coming forth of the Book of Mormon and the restoration of 

the gospel mark the commencement of the gathering of 

scattered Israel. We learn that spurn means to reject with 
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contempt and when we respond in this manner our very 

salvation, without our repentance, is in jeopardy. Also  

miracles, prophecies, and the gifts of the spirit, among 

other signs, are evidence of the establishment of the true 

church upon the earth. 

 

In 3 Nephi 30, Mormon, under commandment from the Savior, 

exhorts the Gentiles to repentance. If they will repent, 

they may yet receive, along with the house of Israel, the 

covenant blessings of the Lord. 

 

In 4th Nephi, we were taught a powerful lesson regarding 

the results that can occur in the life of a people, if they 

are obedient to the teaching of the Jesus Christ. How happy 

they became. The tragedy was when they followed the steps 

that led to their apostasy. Happiness had turned to misery 

in approximately 200 years.  

 

There are powerful lessons for us to remember. If we daily 

live our lives striving to obtain Zion, we too will achieve 

our destination. The important lesson is to hold firm to 

that desire every day of our lives. 

 

Our next lesson, [BM#43], will address the lessons to be 

learned that will help us avoid the sorrow of the Nephites 

and Lamanites.  


