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I. Introduction 
 
Our focus will be on addressing the coming forth of the 
Book of Mormon, including its translation, the witnesses, 
and the blessing it can be in our lives and the lives of 
others.  
 
Ezra Taft Benson states, 
 
“Excluding the witnesses to the Book of Mormon, the 
Doctrine and Covenants is by far the greatest external 
witness and evidence which we have from the Lord that the 
Book of Mormon is true. At least thirteen sections in the 
Doctrine and Covenants give us confirming knowledge and 
divine witness that the Book of Mormon is the word of God 
(see D&C 1; D&C 3; D&C 5; D&C 8; D&C 10-11; D&C 17-18; D&C 
20; D&C 27; D&C 42; D&C 84; D&C 135). 
 
”The Doctrine and Covenants is the binding link between the 
Book of Mormon and the continuing work of the Restoration 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith and his successor.” 
(“The Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants,” in 
Ensign, May 1987, 83). 
 
Let us begin by addressing each of the references in the 
Doctrine and Covenants, Ezra Taft Benson provided. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 1:17, 29-30 
 

17 Wherefore, I the Lord, knowing the calamity which 
should come upon the inhabitants of the earth, called 
upon my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and spake unto him 
from heaven, and gave him commandments; 
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29 And after having received the record of the 
Nephites, yea, even my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., 
might have power to translate through the mercy of 
God, by the power of God, the Book of Mormon. 
30 And also those to whom these commandments were 
given, might have power to lay the foundation of this 
church, and to bring it forth out of obscurity and out 
of darkness, the only true and living church upon the 
face of the whole earth, with which I, the Lord, am 
well pleased, speaking unto the church collectively 
and not individually—- 

 
In these three verses, the Lord confirmed to all that he 
had called Joseph Smith, Jun., to be his servant and that 
He spoke to him from heaven. He also gave to him 
commandments that were to be given to the world, including 
the authority to restore His Church upon the earth. The 
Lord also gave Joseph Smith the power of translation, in 
order to bring the Book of Mormon forth from ancient 
records. He then gave his witness of the restored Church 
that it is “the only true and living church upon the whole 
face of the earth” (D&C 1:30). 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 3:19-20 
 

19 And for this very purpose are these plates 
preserved, which contain these records—-that the 
promises of the Lord might be fulfilled, which he made 
to his people; 
20 And that the Lamanites might come to the knowledge 
of their fathers, and that they might know the 
promises of the Lord, and that they may believe the 
gospel and rely upon the merits of Jesus Christ, and 
be glorified through faith in his name, and that 
through their repentance they might be saved. Amen. 
 

In the 2013 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, the 
heading for Section 3 states, “Revelation given to Joseph 
Smith the Prophet, at Harmony, Pennsylvania, July 1828, 
relating to the loss of the 116 pages of manuscript 
translated from the first part of the Book of Mormon, which 
was called the book of Lehi. The Prophet had reluctantly 
allowed these pages to pass from his custody to that of 
Martin Harris, who had served for a brief period as scribe 
in the translation of the Book of Mormon. The revelation 
was given through the Urim and Thummim. (See section 10.)” 
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(Heading: Section 3. The Doctrine and Covenants. Salt Lake 
City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
1981, [2013], 5). 
 
It was the Lord who preserved the ancient abridged records  
Mormon and Moroni had prepared so that His promises might 
be fulfilled. They were written so that the Lamanites of 
the latter days “might know the promises of the Lord, 
and…believe the gospel, and rely upon the merits of Jesus 
Christ” (D&C 3:19-20). Merits are qualities or actions that 
entitle a person to claim rewards. It is only through the 
merits of the Savior that man can be forgiven from their 
sins. 
 
Ezra Taft Benson states, 
 
“Even the most just and upright man cannot save himself 
solely on his own merits.” (The Teachings of Ezra Taft 
Benson. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1988, [5th Printing, 
1993], 71). 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 5:1-2, 11-12 
 

1 Behold, I say unto you, that as my servant Martin 
Harris has desired a witness at my hand, that you, my 
servant Joseph Smith, Jun., have got the plates of 
which you have testified and borne record that you 
have received of me; 
2 And now, behold, this shall you say unto him—-he who  
spake unto you, said unto you: I, the Lord, am God, 
and have given these things unto you, my servant 
Joseph Smith, Jun., and have commanded you that you 
should stand as a witness of these things; 
 
11 And in addition to your testimony, the testimony of 
three of my servants, whom I shall call and ordain, 
unto whom I will show these things, and they shall go 
forth with my words that are given through you. 
12 Yea, they shall know of a surety that these things 
are true, for from heaven will I declare it unto them. 
 

Here the Lord declares his witness to Martin Harris, 
through his servant, Joseph Smith, Jr., that He has given 
the plates to him. He is to bear witness of this truth. The 
Lord will also call additional witnesses to bear their 
witness of the truth which He will declare to them from 
heaven.  
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Doctrine and Covenants 8:1-2 
 

1 Oliver Cowdery, verily, verily, I say unto you, that 
assuredly as the Lord liveth, who is your God and your 
Redeemer, even so surely shall you receive a knowledge 
of whatsoever things you shall ask in faith, with an 
honest heart, believing that you shall receive a 
knowledge concerning the engravings of old records, 
which are ancient, which contain those parts of my 
scripture of which have been spoken by the 
manifestation of my Spirit. 
2 Yea, behold, I will tell you in your mind and in 
your heart, by the Holy Ghost, which shall come upon 
you and which shall dwell in your heart.  

 
In the 2013 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, the 
heading for Section 8 states, “Revelation given through 
Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, at Harmony, 
Pennsylvania, April 1829. In the course of the translation 
of the Book of Mormon, Olive, who continued to serve as 
scribe, writing at the Prophet’s dictation, desired to be 
endowed with the gift of translation. The Lord responded to 
his supplication by granting this revelation.” (Heading: 
Section 8. The Doctrine and Covenants. Salt Lake City: The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1981, [2013], 
14). 
 
Here he is instructed as to the process whereby he may 
receive a witness, by the Spirit, regarding the Book of 
Mormon plates Joseph has been translating. At this time, no 
one other than Joseph, had seen the plates, neither Martin 
or Oliver who had both served as Joseph’s scribes.  
 
Doctrine and Covenants 10:45-46 
 

45 Behold, there are many things engraven upon the 
plates of Nephi which do throw greater views upon my 
gospel; therefore, it is wisdom in me that you should 
translate this first part of the engravings of Nephi, 
and send forth in this work. 
46 And, behold, all the remainder of this work does 
contain all those parts of my gospel which my holy 
prophets, yea, and also my disciples, desired in their 
prayers should come forth unto this people. 
 

The 116 pages were from the Book of Lehi that had been lost 
from the foolishness of Martin Harris. The Lord in these 
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verses confirmed to Joseph Smith that He knew in advance 
this would occur and had prepared a second record called 
the plates of Nephi, which was to be translated and as this 
record contained a “greater view upon my gospel,” nothing 
would be lost. This is further confirmation that the Lord, 
as the head of this work, oversaw its translation, and 
later its publication. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 11:19-21 
 

19 Yea, cleave unto me with all your heart, that you 
may assist in bringing to light those things of which 
has been spoken—-yea, the translation of my work; be 
patient until you shall accomplish it. 
20 Behold, this is your work, to keep my commandments, 
yea, with all your might, mind and strength. 
21 Seek not to declare my word, but first seek to 
obtain my word, and then shall your tongue be loosed; 
then, if you desire, you shall have my Spirit and my 
word, yea, the power of God unto the convincing of 
men.   

 
Hyrum Smith, an older brother of Joseph, was anxious to be 
one called to declare the truths of the restored gospel and 
the Book of Mormon. In these verses, the Lord declares to 
him that the translation of the Book of Mormon is not the 
work of Joseph Smith, but “my work” (D&C 12:19). He also 
cautioned Hyrum to first “obtain my word,” and then his 
tongue would be loosed to share its message.  
 
Doctrine and Covenants 17:5-6 

 
5 And ye shall testify that you have seen them, even 
as my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., has seen them; for 
it is by my power that he has seen them, and it is 
because he had faith. 
6 And he has translated the book, even that part which 
I have commanded him, and as your Lord and your God 
liveth it is true. 
 

These verses were given to Martin Harris, Oliver Cowdery, 
and David Whitmer, in confirmation that they were to serve, 
along with Joseph Smith, Jr., as witnesses to the truth of 
the Book of Mormon. They collectively received a witness 
from the Lord that the translation of the Book of Mormon 
records is true. 
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Doctrine and Covenants 18:1-4 
 

1 Now, behold, because of the thing which you, my 
servant Oliver Cowdery, have desired to know of me, I 
give unto you these words: 
2 Behold, I have manifested unto you, by my Spirit in 
many instances, that the things which you have written 
are true; wherefore you know that they are true. 
3 And if you know that they are true, behold, I give 
unto you a commandment, that you rely upon the things 
which are written; 
4 For in them are all things written concerning the 
foundation of my church, my gospel, and my rock. 
 

In the 2013 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, the 
heading for Section 18 states, “Revelation given to Joseph 
Smith the Prophet, Oliver Cowdery, and David Whitmer, givne 
at Fayette, New York, June 1829. According to the Prophet, 
this revelation made known ‘the calling of twelve apostles 
in these last days, and also instructions relative to 
building up the Church.” (Heading: Section 18. The Doctrine 
and Covenants. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 1981, [2013], 28). 
 
While this revelation was given to both Oliver Cowdery and 
David Whitmer, these verses were directed specifically to 
Oliver Cowdery. They confirmed again to Oliver “that the 
things which you have written [translation of Book of 
Mormon] are true. He also was directed to rely or teach the 
truths found in the Book of Mormon. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 20:6-12 
 

6 …God ministered unto him [Joseph Smith] by an holy 
angel [Moroni], whose countenance was as lightening, 
and whose garments were pure and white above all other 
whiteness; 
7 And gave unto him commandments which inspired him; 
8 And gave him [Joseph Smith] power from on high, by 
the means [Urim and Thummim] which were before 
prepared, to translate the Book of Mormon; 
9 Which contains a record of a fallen people, and the 
fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles 
and to the Jews also; 
10 Which was given by inspiration, and is confirmed to 
others by the ministering of angels, and is declared 
unto the world by them—- 
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11 Proving to the world that the holy scriptures are 
true, and that God does inspire men and call them to 
his holy work in this age and generation, as well as 
in generations of old; 
12 Thereby showing that he is the same God yesterday, 
today, and forever. Amen. 

 
In the 2013 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, the 
heading for Section 20 states, “Revelation on Church 
organization and government, given through Joseph Smith the 
Prophet. at or near Fayette, New York. Portions of this 
revelation may have been given as early as summer 1829. the 
complete revelation, known at the time as the Articles and 
Covenants, was likely recorded soon after April 6, 1830 
(the day the Church was organized). The Prophet wrote, ‘We 
obtained of Him [Jesus Christ] the following, the by the 
spirit of prophecy and revelation which not only gave us 
much information, but also pointed out to us the precise 
day upon which, according to His will and commandment, we 
should proceed to organize His Church once more her upon 
the earth.” (Heading: Section 20. The Doctrine and 
Covenants. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 1981, [2013], 34).  
 
In these verses, the Lord bears his witness as to the 
divine inspiration Joseph Smith received in preparing the 
translation of the Book of Mormon, including angelic 
direction. He also declares the truthfulness of the holy 
scriptures as was revealed to inspired men now as well as 
in the past. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 27:5 
 

5 Behold, this is wisdom in me; wherefore, marvel not, 
for the hour cometh that I will drink of the fruit of 
the vine [partake of the emblems of the sacrament] 
with you on the earth, and with Moroni, whom I have 
sent unto you to reveal the Book of Mormon, containing 
the fulness of my everlasting gospel, to whom I have 
committed the keys of the record of the stick of 
Ephrium; 

 
This revelation was given to Joseph Smith regarding his 
seeking to obtain wine for the sacrament. He was instructed 
it “mattereth not what ye shall eat or what ye shall drink 
when ye partake of the sacrament, if it so be that do it 
with an eye single to my glory—-remembering unto my Father 
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my body which was laid down for you, and my blood which was 
shed for the remission of your sins” (D&C 27:2). In these 
verses, the Lord also confirmed sending Moroni to reveal  
the Book of Mormon, containing the fulness of my 
everlasting gospel” (D&C 27:5). 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states regarding “the stick of Ephraim,” 
 
“The Book of Mormon is the stick of Ephraim in that it is a 
record of God’s dealings with a people who were of the 
tribe of Ephraim; it is the stick of Joseph in the hands of 
Ephraim in that it records God’s dealings with a portion of 
the tribe of Joseph, the record of which came forth by way 
of latter-day Ephraim and is now in the hands of church 
members who nearly all are of Ephraim (D&C 27:5).” (Mormon 
Doctrine. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1966, [Second 
Edition], 767). 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 42:12 
 

12 And again, the elders, priests and teachers of this 
church shall teach the principles of my gospel, which 
are in the Bible and the Book of Mormon, in the which 
is the fulness of the gospel. 
 

In the 2013 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, the 
heading for Section 42 states, “Revelation given in two 
parts through Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Kirtland, Ohio, 
February 9 and 23, 1831. The first part, consisting of 
verses 1 through 72, was received in the presence of twelve 
elders and in fulfillment of the Lord’s promise previously 
made that the ‘law’ would be given in Ohio (see section 
38:32). The second portion consists of verses 73 through 
93. The Prophet specifies this revelation as ‘embracing the 
law of the Church.” (Heading: Section 42. The Doctrine and 
Covenants. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 1981, [2013], 69). 
 
This section was specifically given to the elders who are 
called to preach the gospel, baptize coverts, and build up 
the church. The Lord states that they are to teach the 
principles of my gospel, which are in the Bible and Book of 
Mormon. Since this revelation was given, the Doctrine and 
Covenants and the Pearl of Great Price have also been added 
to the canonized scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints. 
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Doctrine and Covenants 84:56-57 
 

56 and this condemnation resteth upon the children of 
Zion, even all. 
57 And they shall remain under this condemnation until 
they repent and remember the new covenant, even the 
Book of Mormon and the former commandments which I 
have given them, not only to say, but to do according 
to that which I have written-- 

 
In the 2013 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, the 
heading for Section 84 states, “Revelation given through 
Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Kirtland, Ohio, September 22 
and 23, 1832. During the month of September, elders had 
begun to return from their missions in the eastern states 
and to make reports of their labors. It was while they were 
together in this season of joy that the following 
communication was received. The Prophet designated it a 
revelation on priesthood.” (Heading: Section 84. The 
Doctrine and Covenants. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1981, [2013], 153). 
 
In these specific verses the Lord indicate that He is not 
pleased with the members of his Church for they have 
neglected to apply the teachings found in the Book of 
Mormon in their daily lives. For this neglect, they were 
placed under condemnation, until they repented of their 
actions. Here the Lord makes clear the teachings of the 
Book of Mormon are to not only be studied, but to be given 
application in the lives of the members of His Church. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 135:1,4-6 
 

1 To seal the testimony of this book [Doctrine and 
Covenants] and the Book of Mormon, we announce the 
martyrdom of Joseph Smith the Prophet, and Hyrum Smith 
the Patriarch… 
 
4 --The same morning, after Hyrum had made ready to 
go—-shall it be said to the slaughter? yes, for so it 
was—-he read the following paragraph, near the close 
of the twelfth chapter of Ether, in the Book of 
Mormon, and turned down the leaf upon it: 
5 And it came to pass that I prayed unto the Lord that 
he would give unto the Gentiles grace, that they might 
have charity. And it came to pass that the Lord said 
unto me: If they have not charity it mattereth not 
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unto thee, thou hast been faithful; wherefore thy 
garments shall be made clean…The testators are now 
dead, and their testament is in force. 
6 Hyrum Smith was forty-four years old in February, 
1844, and Joseph Smith was thirty-eight in December, 
1843; and henceforward their names will be classed 
among the martyrs of religion; and the reader in every 
nation will be reminded that the Book of Mormon, and 
this book of Doctrine and Covenants of the church, 
cost the best blood of the nineteenth century to bring 
them forth for the salvation of a ruined world;…They 
lived for glory; they died for glory; and glory is 
their eternal reward. From age to age shall their 
names go down to posterity as gems for the sanctified. 
 

In the 2013 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, the 
heading for Section 135 states, “Announcement of the 
martyrdom of Joseph Smith the Prophet and his brother, 
Hyrum Smith the Patriarch, at Carthage, Illinois, June 27, 
1844. This document was include at the end of the 1844 
edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, which was nearly 
ready for publication when Joseph and Hyrum Smith were 
murdered.” (Heading: Section 135. The Doctrine and 
Covenants. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 1981, [2013], 280-281). 
 
These verses confirm that one of the reasons for the 
martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum Smith was in order to seal 
with blood their testimonies of the truthfulness of the 
Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants as holy 
scripture given through revelation from the Lord.  
The preceding verses taken from sections of the Doctrine 
and Covenants as noted by Ezra Taft Benson, confirm the 
witness of the Lord regarding the truthfulness of the Book 
of Mormon as revealed mainly to Joseph Smith in the 
Doctrine and Covenants. The Doctrine and Covenants stands 
as a witness of the truthfulness of the Book of Mormon. 
 
Ezra Taft Benson states, 
 
“The Book of Mormon brings men to Christ. The Doctrine and 
Covenants brings men to Christ’s kingdom, even the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, ‘the only true and 
living church upon the face of the whole earth” (D&C 1:30). 
I know that. 
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“The Book of Mormon is the ‘keystone’ of our religion, and 
the Doctrine and Covenants is the capstone, with continuing 
latter-day revelation. The Lord has placed His stamp of 
approval on both the keystone and the capstone.” (“The Book 
of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants,” in Ensign, May 
1987, 83).     
 
We have, through these thirteen Doctrine and Covenant 
Sections, provided confirming witness that the Lord was 
overseeing the coming forth of the Book of Mormon. We turn 
now to the preparation of Joseph Smith to receive and 
translate the Book of Mormon. Moroni, a former abridger of 
the record, now a messenger sent by the Lord, will serve an 
important role is this process.  
 
II. Preparation of Joseph Smith to Receive and Translate 
     the Book of Mormon 
 
Approximately three years have passed since young Joseph 
Smith experienced his first vision. He has experienced a 
great deal of persecution as he shared with others his 
visionary experience. He wrote of this experience. 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:23-25 
 

23 It caused me serious reflection then, and often 
since, how very strange it was that an obscure boy, of 
a little over fourteen years of age, and one, too, who 
was doomed to the necessity of obtaining a scanty 
maintenance by his daily labor, should be thought a 
character of sufficient importance to attract the 
attention of the great ones of the most popular sects 
of the day, and in a manner to create in them a spirit 
of most bitter persecution and reviling. But strange 
or not, so it was, and it was often the cause of great 
sorrow to myself. 
24 However, it was nevertheless a fact that I had 
beheld a vision. I have thought since, that I felt 
much like Paul, when he made his defense before King 
Agrippa,… 
25 So it was with me. I had actually seen a light, and 
in the midst of that light I saw two Personages, and 
they did in reality speak to me; and though I was 
hated and persecuted for saying that I had seen a 
vision, yet it was true; and while they were 
persecuting me, reviling me, and speaking all manner 
of evil against me falsely for so saying, I was led to 
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say in my heart: Why persecute me for telling the 
truth? I have actually seen a vision; and who am I 
that I can withstand God, or why does the world think 
to make me deny what I have actually seen? For I had 
seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew that God knew it, 
and I could not deny it, neither dared I do it; at 
least I knew that by so doing I would offend God, and 
come under condemnation. 
 

It is not easy to stand up for what you believe in the face 
of ridicule or persecution. Joseph Smith was telling the 
religious community that visions or revelations had not 
concluded with the publishing of the Bible. God continued 
to be concerned about his children. The heavens were not 
closed. His Church had been taken from the earth, and the 
ordinance had been polluted, but a new day of religious 
truth was dawning. Both God the Father and His Son, Jesus 
Christ, had appeared to a young boy in these latter days. A 
fact he knew was true.  
 
*How can we remain true to our testimonies even when we 
 face persecution? 
 
Joseph further wrote of his experiences during the three 
year period [1820-1823]. 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:28 
 

28 During the space of time which intervened between 
the time I had the vision and the year eighteen 
hundred and twenty-three—-having been forbidden to 
join any of the religious sects of the day, and being 
of very tender years, and persecuted by those who 
ought to have been my friends and to have treated my 
kindly, and if they supposed me to be deluded to have 
endeavored in a proper and affectionate manner to have 
reclaimed me—-I was left to all kinds of temptations; 
and, mingling with all kinds of society, I frequently 
fell into many foolish errors, and displayed the 
weakness of youth, and the foibles of human nature; 
which, I am sorry to say, led me into divers 
temptations, offensive in the sight of God. In making 
this confession, no one need suppose me guilty of any 
great or malignant sins. A disposition to commit such 
was never in my nature. But I was guilty of levity, 
and sometimes associated with jovial company, etc., 
not consistent with that character which ought to be 
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maintained by one who was called of God as I had been. 
But this will not seem very strange to any one who 
recollects my youth, and is acquainted with my native 
cheery temperament.  

 
It is now September 21, 1823. Joseph Smith is now 17 years 
old.  
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:29 
 

29 In consequence of these things [youthful 
temptations], I often felt condemned for my weakness 
and imperfections; when, on the evening of…twenty-
first of September, after I had retired to my bed for 
the night, I betook myself to prayer and supplication 
to Almighty God for forgiveness of all my sins and 
follies, and also for a manifestation to me, that I 
might know of my state and standing before him; for I 
had full confidence in obtaining a divine 
manifestation, as I previously had one.  
 

*What was Joseph praying for on the night Moroni appeared  
 to him? 
 
*What can we learn from Joseph’s example when we feel self- 
 condemned for [our] weakness and imperfections? 
 
Oliver Cowdery recorded what Joseph described happened next 
on the evening of September 21st. 
 
Oliver Cowdery reports, 
 
“On the evening of the 21st of September, 1823, previous to 
retiring to rest, our brother’s mind [Joseph Smith] was 
unusually wrought up on the subject which had so long 
agitated his mind--…all he desired was to be prepared in 
heart to commune with some kind of messenger of his 
acceptance with God. 
 
“At length the family retired, and he, as usual, bent his 
way though in silence,…he continued still to pray… 
 
“While continuing in prayer for a manifestation in some way 
that his sins were forgiven; endeavoring to exercise faith 
in the scriptures, on a sudden a light like that of day, 
only of a purer and far more glorious appearance and 
brightness burst into the room.— Indeed to use his own 
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description, the first sight was as though the house was 
filled with consuming and unqu[e]nchable fire. This sudden 
appearance of a light so bright, as must naturally be 
expected, occasioned a shock or sensation, visible to the 
extremities of the body. It was, however, followed with a 
calmness and serenity of mind, and an overwhelming rapture 
of Joy that surpassed understanding, and in a moment a 
personage stood before him.” (“Letter IV. Messenger and 
Advocate, quoted in The Papers of Joseph Smith, Vol. 1. 
Edited by Dean C. Jesse. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 
1989, 50-51). 
 
Joseph states, 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:30,33-35 
 

30 While I was thus in the act of calling upon God, I 
discovered a light appearing in my room, which 
continued to increase until the room was lighter than 
at noonday, when immediately a personage appeared at 
my bedside, standing in the air, for his feet did not 
touch the floor. 
 
33 He called me by name, and said unto me that he was 
a messenger sent from the presence of God to me, and 
that his name was Moroni; that God had a work for me 
to do; and that my name should be had for good and 
evil among all nations, kindreds, and tongues, or that 
it should be both good and evil spoken of among all 
people. 
34 He said there was a book deposited, written upon 
gold plates, giving an account of the former 
inhabitants of this continent, and the source from 
whence they sprang. He also said that the fulness of 
the everlasting Gospel was contained in it, as 
delivered by the Savior to the ancient inhabitants; 
35 Also, that there were two stones in silver bows—-
and these stones, fastened to a breast plate, 
constituted what is called the Urim and Thummin-—
deposited with the plates; and the possession and use 
of these stones were what constituted “seers” in 
ancient or former times; and that God had prepared 
them for the purpose of translating the book. 

 
The angel Moroni then quoted a number of scriptures which 
we shall address in the next section [III]. 
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Joseph Smith continues his narrative of the visit of the 
Angel Moroni. 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:42-43 
 

42 Again, he told me, that when I got those plates of 
which he had spoken-—for the time that they should be 
obtained was not yet fulfilled—-I should not show them 
to any person; neither the breastplate with the Urim 
and Thummin; only to those to whom I should be 
commanded to show them; if I did I should be 
destroyed. While he was conversing with me about the 
plates, the vision was opened to my mind that I could 
see the place where the plates were deposited, and 
that so clearly and distinctly that I knew the place 
again when I visited it. 
43 After this communication, I saw the light in the 
room begin to gather immediately around the person of 
him who had been speaking to me, and it continued to 
do so until the room was again left dark, except just 
around him; when, instantly I saw, as it were, a 
conduit open right up into heaven, and he ascended 
till he entirely disappeared, and the room was left as 
it had been before this heavenly light had made its 
appearance. 
 

We learn from Joseph Smith that three times during the 
night the Angel Moroni appeared and gave him instructions.  
 
The following occurred during the angel’s third visit. 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:46-47 
 

46 By this time, so deep were the impressions made on 
my mind, that sleep had fled from my eyes, and I lay 
overwhelmed in astonishment at what I had both seen 
and heard. But what was my surprise when again I 
beheld the same messenger at my bedside, and heard him 
rehearse or repeat over again to me the same things as 
before; and added a caution to me, telling me that 
Satan would try to tempt me (in consequence of the 
indigent circumstances of my father’s family), to get 
the plates for the purpose of getting rich. This he 
forbade me, saying that I must have no other object in 
view in getting the plates, but to glorify God, and 
must not be influenced by any other motive than that 
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of building his kingdom; otherwise I could not get 
them. 
47 After this third visit, he again ascended into 
heaven as before, and I was again left to ponder on 
the strangeness of what I had just experienced; when 
almost immediately after the heavenly messenger had 
ascended from me for the third time, the cock crowed, 
and I found that day was approaching, so that our 
interviews must have occupied the whole of that night. 
 

Joseph arose shortly thereafter the angel’s concluding 
visit and prepared to attend to his chores of the day. 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:48 
 

48 I shortly after arose from my bed, and, as usual, 
went to the necessary labors of the day; but, in 
attempting to work as at other times, I found my 
strength so exhausted as to render me entirely unable… 
 

It is not unusual that those who experience heavenly 
visitors find, after their departure, their physical 
strength diminished. In order for mortal man to be in the 
presence of divine personages, they must be “transfigured.”   
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Transfiguration is a special change in appearance and 
nature which is wrought upon a person or thing by the power 
of God. This divine transformation is from a lower to a 
higher state; it results in a more exalted, impressive, and 
glorious condition. 
“By the power of the Holy Ghost many prophets have been 
transfigured so as to stand in the presence of God and view 
the visions of eternity. Speaking of such an occasion in 
his life, Moses recorded: ‘Now mine own eyes have beheld 
God; but not my natural, but my spiritual eyes, for my 
natural eyes could not have beheld; for I should have 
withered and died in his presence; but his glory was upon 
me; and I beheld his face, for I was transfigured before 
him” (PGP, Moses 1:11).” (Mormon Doctrine. Salt Lake City: 
Bookcraft, 1966, [Second Edition], 803). 
 
Just prior to this acknowledgement regarding Moses being 
transfigured, he stated, 
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PGP, Moses 1:9-10 
 

9 And the presence of God withdrew from Moses, that 
his glory was not upon Moses; and Moses was left unto 
himself. And as he was left unto himself, he fell unto 
the earth. 
10 And it came to pass that it was for the space of 
many hours before Moses did again receive his natural 
strength like unto man; and he said unto himself: Now, 
for this cause I know that man is nothing, which thing 
I never had supposed. 
 

Joseph Smith had previously felt this loss of strength  
when he departed from the grove after having experienced 
the process of transfiguration which had allowed him to be 
in the presence of the Father and the Son. He stated,  
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:20 
 

20 …When I came to myself again, I found myself lying 
on my back, looking up into heaven. When the light had 
departed, I had no strength; but soon recovering in 
some degree, I went home… 
 

Joseph continues his experience as he attempted to work 
with his father. 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:48-49 
 

48 …My father, who was laboring along with me, 
discovered something to be wrong with me, and told me 
to go home. I started with the intention of going to 
the house; but, in attempting to cross the fence out 
of the field where we were, my strength entirely 
failed me, and I fell helpless on the ground, and for 
a time was quite unconscious of anything. 
49 The first thing that I can recollect was a voice 
speaking unto me, calling me by name. I looked up, and 
beheld the same messenger standing over my head, 
surrounded by light as before. He then again related 
unto me all that he had related to me the previous 
night, and commanded me to go to my father and tell 
him of the vision and commandments which I had 
received.  
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Scot Facer Proctor and Maurine Jensen Proctor state, 
 
“He [Joseph Smith] was here for a short time, when the 
messenger [Moroni] whom he had seen the night before came 
to him again and said, ‘Why did you not tell your father 
what I told you?’ Joseph said he was afraid his father 
would not believe him. ‘He will believe every word you say 
to him,’ said the angel. 
 
“Joseph then promised to do as he was told by the angel and 
rose up and returned to the field, where he had left [his] 
father and Alvin [brother]; but when he got there, his 
father had gone to the house, as he was somewhat unwell. 
Joseph then requested Alvin to go to the house and ask his 
father to the field, for, said he, ‘I have something to 
tell him.’ When his father came to him, Joseph rehearsed 
all that had passed between him and the angel the previous 
night. Having heard this account, his father charged him 
not to fail in attending strictly to the instruction which 
he had received from this heavenly messenger.” (The Revised 
and Enhanced History of Joseph Smith By His Mother. Edited 
by Scot Facer Proctor and Maurine Jensen Proctor. Salt Lake 
City: Bookcraft, 1996, [Sixth Printing, 1998], 108-109). 
 
*How did Joseph’s father respond when Joseph told him of 
 Moroni’s visit? 
 
*What does this suggest about Joseph’s father’s integrity 
 and trustworthiness? 
 
*Why is it important to support our family members in their 
 efforts to follow the Lord? 
 
*How can we better support family members and others as 
 they follow the Lord? 
 
Surely, it was by divine guidance that Joseph Smith, Sr., 
and his family had been directed to move to the Palmyra, 
New York area, within walking distance of the hill where 
the plates of the Book of Mormon had been anciently 
deposited. Joseph Smith went immediately to the hill that 
he had seen in vision the night before. Oliver Cowdery 
described Joseph’s initial visit to the hill in an early 
account. 
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Oliver Cowdery states, 
 
As he walked to the hill, “two invisible powers were 
operating upon his mind.’ One urged him to obey explicitly 
the instructions of the angel and other to use the record 
for personal gain. When Joseph arrived at the hill, ‘on 
attempting to take possession of the record a shock was 
produced upon his system, by an invisible power which 
deprive him, in a measure, of his natural strength…he 
explained, ‘Why can I not obtain this book?’ ‘Because you 
have not kept the commandments of the Lord,’ answered a 
voice, within a seeming short distance. He looked, and to 
his astonishment, there stood the angel who had previously 
given him the directions concerning this matter. 
 
“At that instant he looked to the Lord in prayer, and as he 
prayed darkness began to disperse from his mind and his 
soul was lit up as it was the evening before, and he was 
filled with the Holy Spirit. …While he thus stood gazing 
and admiring, the angel said, ‘Look!’ and as he thus spake 
he beheld the prince of darkness, surrounded by his 
innumerable train of associates. All this passed before 
him, and the heavenly messenger said, ‘All this is shown, 
the good and the evil, the holy and impure, the glory of 
God and the power of darkness, that you may know hereafter 
the two powers and never be influenced or overcome by that 
wicked one…. You now see why you could not obtain this 
record; that the commandment was strict, and that if ever 
these sacred things are obtained they must be by prayer and 
faithfulness in obeying the Lord. They are not deposited 
here for the sake of accumulating gain and wealth for the 
glory of this world: they were sealed by the power of 
faith, and because of the knowledge which they contain they 
are of no worth among the children of men, only for their 
knowledge. On them is contained the fullness of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ’ (Messenger and Advocate. Oct. 1835, pp. 
197-98).” (In Milton V. Backman, Jr. and Richard O. Cowan. 
Joseph Smith and the Doctrine and Covenants. Salt Lake 
City: Deseret Book Co., 1992, 6-7). 
 
*Why, when Joseph Smith was first shown the gold plates, 
 was he not prepared to receive and translate them?  
 
*What was yet necessary for Joseph to learn? 
 
 
 



20 
 

PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:53-54 
 

53 [I was] informed that the time for bringing them 
[plates] forth had not yet arrived, neither would it, 
until four years from that time; but he told me that I  

     should come to that place precisely in one year from 
that time, and that he would there meet with me, and 
that I should continue to do so until the time should 
come for obtaining the plates.   
54 Accordingly, as I had been commanded, I went at the  
end of each year, and at each time I found the same 
messenger there, and received instruction and 
intelligence from him at each of our interviews, 
respecting what the Lord was going to do, and how and 
in what manner his kingdom was to be conducted in the 
last days. 
 

*How did the Lord prepare Joseph to receive and translate 
 the plates? 
 
*How has the Lord prepared you (or how is He preparing you 
 now) to fulfill your responsibilities? 
 
*What do you need to yet do to prepare yourself to fulfill 
 future responsibilities?  
  
III. Biblical Prophecies Moroni Quoted to Joseph Smith 
 
There are five known scriptures the Angel Moroni quoted to 
Joseph Smith during the night of September 21-22, 1923. 
They are: (1) Malachi 3; (2) Malachi 4; (3) Isaiah 11;  
(4) Acts 3:22-23; (5) Joel 2: 28-32; and, (6) Other 
scriptures. We will address each separately. 
 
(1) Malachi 3 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:36 [Malachi 3:1-5?] 
 

36 After telling me these things, he [Moroni] 
commenced quoting the prophecies of the Old Testament. 
He first quoted part of the third chapter of Malachi;…  

 
It is unclear the verses that Moroni is referring to in 
Malachi Chapter 3, as they are not referenced. 
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Hyrum L. Andrus states, 
 
“The angel probably quoted the first five verses [Malachi 
3:1-5]. (see also Joseph Fielding Smith. Doctrines of 
Salvation, Vol. 3., 10.) 
 
“The messenger here spoken of was said by Jesus to be John 
the Baptist [Matt. 11:10; Mark 1:2; Luke 1:7; TPJS, 318.) 
But because of the universal apostasy from the Gospel that 
followed the proclamation of the message of salvation by 
Christ and the Apostles, it was necessary for John to 
appear in the latter days and commission a modern oracle 
with the keys that he had held, so that there might be a 
new and final preparation for the coming of the Lord to His 
temple. In receiving these keys from John, Joseph Smith 
therefore share with him the role of a special messenger to 
prepare the way for the Lord. 
 
“Though the latter-day messenger has fulfilled his mission, 
the appearance of the Lord in His temple as predicted by 
Malachi is still in the future. It will take place in the 
temple that is to be built in the New Jerusalem. (see D&C 
42:35-36.)” (Doctrinal Commentary on the Pearl of Great 
Price. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1967, [Fifth 
Printing 1972], 456). 
 
(2) Malachi 4 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith History 1:37 [Malachi 4:1] 
 

37 For behold, the day cometh that shall burn as an 
oven, and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly 
shall burn as stubble; for they that come shall burn 
them, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave 
them neither root nor branch. 
 

This verse has reference to the Second Coming of the Lord 
and the destruction of the proud and wicked. They will be 
left without root nor branch. 
 
Joseph Fielding McConkie, Robert L. Millet, and Brent L. 
Top state, 
 
“If there was no means whereby the keys of the priesthood 
could be operative—-specifically the sealing power…then the 
people of the earth, totally unprepared for the Second 
Advent, would be left without root (ancestry) and branch 
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(posterity); that is, the family order would not have been 
established on earth.” (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of 
Mormon, Vol. 4. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1992, 165). 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:38 [Malachi 4:5] 
  

38 And again, he quoted the fifth verse thus: Behold, 
I will reveal unto you the Priesthood, by the hand of 
Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord. 

 
Richard D. Draper, S. Kent Brown, and Michael D. Rhodes 
state, 
 
“This prophecy was fulfilled on 3 April, 1836 when Elijah 
appeared to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery in the Kirtland 
Temple (see D&C 110:13-16)…Elijah [then] expanded the 
Prophet’s understanding, revealing how families both on 
earth and in heaven could be sealed together in preparation 
for eternal glory.” (The Pearl of Great Price: A Verse-by-
Verse Commentary. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 2005, 
354-355). 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:39 [Malachi 4:6]  

 
39 He also quoted the next verse differently: And he 
shall plant in the heart of the children the promises 
made to the fathers, and the hearts of the children 
shall turn to their fathers. If it were not so, the 
whole earth would be wasted at this coming. 
 

Once the priesthood of Elijah had been restored, the way 
was open whereby families, on heaven and earth, could be 
sealed together. Before the sealing ordinances could be 
performed, it was necessary that the hearts of the children 
[living relatives] be turned to their fathers [deceased 
relatives]. An essential and necessary step was the 
identification of the relatives through genealogical 
research. Once the link was established between the present 
and the past, the necessary work could be accomplished. The 
acceptance of this labor of love lies solely in the hands 
of the deceased.  
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(3) Isaiah 11  
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:40  
 

40 In addition to these, he quoted the eleventh 
chapter of Isaiah, saying that it was about to be 
fulfilled. 
 

Hyrum L. Andrus states, 
 
“[Isaiah 11] speaks of the redemption of Israel in the last 
days and indicates that when the scattered remnants are 
gathered, the millennial era of peace will be ushered in… 
Isaiah made use of a plant as a symbol of the divine 
patriarchal order in ancient and modern times, with certain 
parts of the plant representing presiding figures with the 
chosen lineages in the flesh who have a right by promise to 
the keys and powers of the divine family order. [These 
parts consist of a stem, rod, branch, and root].” 
(Doctrinal Commentary on the Pearl of Great Price. Salt 
Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1967, [Fifth Printing, 1972], 
458-462). 
 
In Doctrine and Covenants 113:1-5, Jesus Christ is 
identified as the Stem of Jesse referenced in Isaiah 11:2. 
While only Christ is identified, it would appear that 
Joseph Smith as the prophet called to preside over the 
Dispensation of the Fullness of Times is the root of Jesse. 
It is he “unto whom rightly belongs the priesthood, and the 
[presiding] keys of the kingdom, [established] for an 
ensign, and for the gathering of my people in the last 
days” (D&C 113:6). 
  
(4) Acts 3:22-23 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:40 
 

40 …He quoted also the third chapter of Acts, twenty-
second and twenty-third verses, precisely as they 
stand in our New Testament. He said that the prophet 
was Christ; but the day had not yet come when “they 
who would not yet hear his voice should be cut off 
from among the people,” but soon would come.  
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Richard D. Draper, S. Kent Brown, and Michael D. Rhodes 
state, 
 
“In Acts 3, Peter uses a prophecy from Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
to warn the members in his day that the Church would become 
divided. Through Peter applied the verses to his time 
period, Moroni told Joseph that they would also apply to 
the Church in the last days. In Moroni’s context, they 
speak of the future division within the Church when many 
Saints will fall away because they will not heed the word 
of the Lord. The words echo the warning found in the 
parable of the wise and foolish virgins (see Matthew 25:1-
13).” (The Pearl of Great Price: A Verse-by-Verse 
Commentary. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 2005, 355). 
 
(5) Joel 2:28-32 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith History 1:41 
 

41 He also quoted the second chapter of Joel, from the 
twenty-eighth verse to the last. He also said that 
this was not yet fulfilled, but was soon to be… 
 

Richard D. Draper, S. Kent Brown, and Michael D. Rhodes 
state, 
 
“Joel looked to the last time when God’s Spirit would be 
poured down upon His people. Along with these glorious 
displays of spiritual power and light, terrible wonders 
would be seen: blood, fire, and pillars of smoke. (The 
Hebrew word translated ‘pillars’ [timaroth] actually means 
‘palm trees’.) This prophecy describes one of the most 
massive destructive powers unleashed in the last days. Joel 
notes, however, that God would provide protection from even 
these deadly forces to those who call upon the Lord, for 
they shall find refuge in Zion.” (The Pearl of Great Price: 
A Verse-by-Verse Commentary. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book 
Co., 2005, 355). 
 
(6) Other scriptures 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:41 
 

41 …He quoted many other passages of scripture, and 
offered many explanations which cannot be mentioned 
here. 
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Richard D. Draper, S. Kent Brown, and Michael D. Rhodes 
state, 
 
“Joseph does not say what other scriptures Moroni quoted, 
but Oliver Cowdery in his Messenger and Advocate account 
(February and April 1835) lists quite a number of 
scriptures that the angel presumably either quoted or 
paraphrased. Introducing the material, Oliver states, ‘I 
have thought best to give a further detail of the heavenly 
message, and if I do not give it in precise words, shall 
strictly confine myself to the facts in substance’ 
(Messenger, April 1835, 109). He also admits, ‘I may have 
missed an arrangement in some instances, but the principle 
is preserved.’ So what he states must be taken with 
caution, especially with the April issue, because, though 
it is the longest and most detailed, he did not use 
quotation marks. As a result, it is impossible to determine 
which references belong to Oliver Cowdery and which to 
Moroni. Even so, thirty-five scriptures can be identified 
as having been used by Moroni, and they all pertain to the 
last days. It is also of note that all of them come from 
the Old Testament (Acts 2:22-23 being a paraphrase of 
Deuteronomy 18:18-19).” (The Pearl of Great Price: A Verse-
by-Verse Commentary. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 
2005, 355-356). 
 
IV. Miracles of the Book of Mormon Preservation 
 
Four years had passed since Joseph first observed the 
records hidden in the enclosure on the mount, and on the 
evening of September 22, 1827, Joseph was to now receive 
them. Each of the preceding years he had met with the Angel 
Moroni, and had gone with hopes of receiving them. Each of 
the years, he had returned without them. He hoped this time 
he would not return disappointed. Joseph Knight had come to 
the Palmyra area and he and Josiah Stowell were visiting 
the Smith family. He also knew this was a special time in 
the life of Joseph.  
 
Church History in the Fulness of Times records, 
 
“Long before sunrise on 22 September 1827, Joseph and his 
wife hitched Joseph Knight’s horse to Josiah Stowell’s 
spring wagon and drove the three miles to the Hill Cumorah. 
Leaving Emma at the base, Joseph climbed the hill for his 
final interview with Moroni. Moroni gave him the plates, 
the Urim and Thummim, and the breastplate.” (Church History 
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in the Fulness of Times. Salt Lake City: The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1989, 44). 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:59-60 
 

59 …the same heavenly messenger delivered them up to 
me with this charge: that I should be responsible for 
them; that if I should let them go carelessly, or 
through any neglect of mine, I should be cut off; but 
that if would use all my endeavors to preserve them, 
until he, the messenger, should call for them, they 
should be protected. 
60 I soon found out the reason why I had received such 
strict charges to keep them safe, and why it was that 
the messenger had said that which I had done what was 
required at my hand, he would call for them. For no 
sooner was it known that I had them than the most 
strenuous exertions were used to get them from me. 
Every stratagem that could be invented was resorted to 
for that purpose. The persecution became more bitter 
and severe than before, and multitudes were on the 
alert continually to get them from me if possible… 
 

Every effort was made to obtain the plates that Joseph had 
received. 
 
Church History in the Fulness of Times states, 
 
“Willard Chase, a neighboring farmer, along with other 
treasure seekers, sent for a sorcerer to come and find the 
place where the plate were hidden. When the Smiths learned 
of the plot they sent Emma to get Joseph, who was working 
in Macedon a few miles west of Palmyra. He returned 
immediately and retrieved the plates. Wrapping them in a 
linen frock, he started through the woods, thinking it 
might be safer than the traveled road. But just as he 
jumped over a log, he was struck from behind with a gun. 
Joseph, however, was able to knock his assailant down and 
flee. Half a mile later he was assaulted again but managed 
to escape, and before he arrived home he was accosted a 
third time. His mother said that when he reached home he 
was ‘altogether speechless from fright and the fatigue of 
running.’ 
 
“Efforts to steal the plates intensified, but Moroni’s 
promise of protection was also fulfilled. Joseph often 
moved the plates from their hiding place just minutes 
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before the treasure seekers arrived. Once he hid them under 
the hearthstone of the fireplace of his home. A large group 
of men gathered in front of the house, but they scattered 
when Joseph and his brothers faked a counterattack by 
running out the front door screaming and yelling as if a 
large company of men were assisting them. Joseph then hid 
the chest [that contained the plates] under the wooden 
floor of the cooper shop on the Smith farm, but he was 
prompted to conceal the records themselves under the flax 
in the loft. That night his enemies tore up the floor of 
the cooper shop, but the plates remained safe. 
 
”During this period Joseph’s life was in danger, so he 
decided to take Emma back to Harmony [Pennsylvania] where 
he hoped to begin the translation in peace.” (Church 
History in the Fulness of Times. Salt Lake City: The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1989, 45). 
 
The Loss of the 116 Pages 
 
It is while the Smith’s are in Harmony, that Martin Harris 
came to assist Joseph with the translation. Once Martin had 
determined for himself that Joseph’s efforts were sincere, 
he was prepared to assist Joseph even against his wife’s 
upset. His faith was supported by his visit to New York 
with noted scholars who confirmed that the characters from 
the plates were authentic. Professor Charles Anthon of 
Columbia College in New York, gave Martin a certificate, 
but upon learning that Joseph had received the records from 
an angel and that part of the plates were sealed, requested 
the certificate which he then tore up, uttering, “there is 
no such thing now as ministering angels, and that if I 
[Martin] would bring the plates to him, he would translate 
them. I informed him that part of the plates were sealed, 
and that I was forbidden to bring them. He replied, ‘I 
cannot read a sealed book.’” (PGP, Joseph Smith-History 
1:65).    
   
With Martin Harris as his scribe, the translation 
progressed, and 116 pages had been completed. Due to the 
increasing pressure Martin was experiencing from his wife, 
he requested that be allowed to show these pages to his 
wife and a few others. The Lord’s response to Martin’s 
request was “No.” Again Martin made his request, and again 
the Lord’s reply was “No.” After an interval of time has 
passed, Martin again made his plea to Joseph. This time the 
Lord said, “Yes, but under specific conditions.”  
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Joseph Fielding McConkie and Craig J. Ostler state, 
 
“Permission was granted to have the writings on certain 
conditions which were, that he [Martin] show them only to 
his brother Preserved Harris, his own wife, his father and 
his mother, and a Mrs. Cobb, a sister to his wife. In 
accordance with this last answer, I [Joseph] required of 
him that he should bind himself in a covenant to me in a 
most solemn manner that he would not do otherwise than he 
had been directed. He did so. He bound himself as I 
required of him, took the writings, and went his way. 
Notwithstanding, however, the great restrictions which he 
had been laid under, and the solemnity of the covenants 
which he had made with me, he did show them to others, and 
by stratagem they got them away from him, and they never 
have been recovered unto this day.” (Revelations of the 
Restoration. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 2000, 59). 
 
When Martin had not returned as stated, Joseph made the 
trip to the Smith home in Palmyra. Martin was summoned and 
the family awaited his arrival. Finally, Martin came in and 
sat at the table to eat. 
 
Lucy Mark Smith states, 
 
“He took up his knife and fork as if he were going to use 
them, but immediately dropped them. Hyrum, observing this, 
said, ‘Martin, why do you not eat; are you sick?’ Upon 
which Mr. Harris pressed his hands upon his temples, and 
cried out in a tone of deep anguish, ‘Oh, I have lost my 
soul! I have lost my soul!’ 
 
“Joseph who had not expressed his fears until now, sprang 
from the table explaining, ‘Martin, have you lost that 
manuscript? Have you broken your oath, and brought down 
condemnation upon my head as well as your own?” 
 
“Yes, it is gone,’ replied Martin, ‘and I know not where.” 
 
“Oh, my God!’ said Joseph, clinching his hands. ‘All is 
lost! all is lost! What shall I do? I have sinned—-it is I 
who tempted the wrath of God. I should have been satisfied 
with the first answer which I received from the Lord; for 
he told me that it was not safe to let the writings go out 
of my possession.’ He wept and groaned, and walked the 
floor continually.” 
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“Then must I.’ said Joseph, ‘return with such a tale as 
this? I dare not do it. And how shall I appear before the 
Lord? Of what rebuke am I not worthy from the angel of the 
Most High?” (History of Joseph Smith By His Mother, Lucy 
Smith. Edited by Preston Nibley. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 
1958, 128-129). 
 
Lucy Mark Smith continues,  
 
“Soon after my arrival, I [Joseph Smith] commenced humbling 
myself in mighty prayer before the Lord, and as I was 
pouring out my soul in supplication to God, that if 
possible I might obtain mercy at his hands and be forgiven 
of all that I had done contrary to his will, an angel stood 
before me, and answered me, saying, that I had sinned in 
delivering the manuscript into the hands of a wicked man, 
and, as I had ventured to become responsible for his 
faithfulness, I would of necessity have to suffer the 
consequences of his indiscretion, and I must now give up 
the Urim and Thummin into his (the angel’s) hands. 
 
“This I did as I was directed, and as I handed them to him, 
he remarked, ‘If you are very humble and penitent, it may 
be you will receive them again; if so, it will be on the 
twenty-second of next September [1828].” (History of Joseph 
Smith By His Mother, Lucy Smith. Edited by Preston Nibley. 
Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1958, 133-134). 
 
Shortly after Joseph returned home, in July, 1828, Joseph 
Smith received what is now known as Doctrine and Covenants, 
Section 3. The angel had returned the interpreters so that 
Joseph may receive this revelation, then took them back 
until September, 1828. Herein the Lord addressed the loss 
of the 116 pages. (see Steven C. Harper. Making Sense of 
the Doctrine and Covenants, 26-28). 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 3:4, 7-8, 10-11 
 

4 For although a man may have many revelations, and 
have power to do many mighty works, yet if he boasts 
of his own strength, and sets at naught the counsels 
of God, and follows after the dictates of his own will 
and carnal desires, he must fall and incur the 
vengeance of a just God upon him. 
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7 For, behold, you should have not feared man more 
than God. Although men set at naught the counsels of 
God, and despise his words-- 
8 Yet you should have been more faithful; and he would 
have extended his arm and supported you against all 
the fiery darts of the adversary; and he would have 
been with you in every time of trouble. 
 
10 But remember, God is merciful; therefore, repent of 
that which thou hast done which is contrary to the 
commandment which I gave you, and thou art still 
chosen, and art again called to the work; 
11 Except thou do this, thou shalt be delivered up and 
become as other men, and have no more gift. 

  
In these verses, we see the displeasure of the Lord with 
his servant, Joseph Smith. We learn also of the Lord’s  
mercy and forgiveness and the steps of repentance Joseph is 
to take. If he does so, he will continue to be called to 
the work. If he does not, he will lose the ability the Lord 
has given him to translate the sacred records. 
 
Lucy Mack Smith reports Joseph’s communication, 
 
“After the angel left me,…I continued my supplications to 
God, without cessation, and on the twenty-second of 
September, I had the joy and satisfaction of again 
receiving the Urim and Thummim, with which I have again 
commenced translating, and Emma writes for me, but the 
angel said that the Lord would send me a scribe, and I 
trust his promise will be verified. The angel seemed 
pleased with me when he gave me back the Urim and Thummim, 
and he told me that the Lord loved me, for my fathfulness 
and humility.” (History of Joseph Smith By His Mother, Lucy 
Smith. Edited by Preston Nibley. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 
1958, 135). 
 
It would appear that Joseph lost both the plates and the 
Urim and Thummim from approximately July to September, 
1828. 
 
After a few months, Joseph inquired of the Lord, at which 
time he received Doctrine and Covenants, Section 10.  
 
In the 2013 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, the 
heading for Section 10 states, “Revelation given to Joseph 
Smith the Prophet, at Harmony, Pennsylvania, likely around 



31 
 

April 1829, though portions may have been received as early 
as the summer of 1828. Herein the Lord informs Joseph of 
alterations made by wicked men in the 116 manuscript pages 
from the translation of the book of Lehi, in the Book of 
Mormon. These manuscript pages had been lost from the 
possession of Martin Harris, to whom the sheets had been 
temporarily entrusted. (See the heading of section 3.) The 
evil design was to await the expected retranslation of the 
matter covered by the stolen pages and then to discredit 
the translator by showing discrepancies created by the 
alterations. That this wicked purpose had been conceived by 
the evil one and was known to the Lord even while Mormon, 
the ancient Nephite historian, was making his abridgment of 
the accumulated plates, is shown in the Book of Mormon (see 
Words of Mormon 1:3-7).” (Heading: Section 10. The Doctrine 
and Covenants. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 1981, [2013], 16-17). 
 
In Section 10, Joseph received notification that he is not 
to retranslate Mormon’s abridged book of Lehi which 
contained the lost 116 that his enemies have now altered, 
but instead to translate Mormon’s abridgement of the book 
of Nephi which covers the same period.  
 
Doctrine and Covenants 10:45-46 
 

45 Behold, there are many things engraven upon the 
plates of Nephi which do throw greater views upon my 
gospel; therefore, it is wisdom in me that you should 
translate this first part of the engravings of Nephi, 
and send forth in this work. 
46 And, behold, all the remainder of this work does 
contain all those parts of my gospel which my holy 
prophets, yea, and also my disciples, desired in their 
prayers should come forth unto this people. 
 

In the foresight of the Lord, knowing the weakness of man, 
the Lord directed Lehi to prepare his record and also Nephi 
to prepare his record, both covering the same time period. 
Nephi’s record, however, focused upon the more sacred part 
of their history. Later, after Mormon had translated the 
record of Lehi as part of his abridgment, he was then 
directed by the Lord to translate the record of Nephi, 
which covered the same time period. When the 116 pages from 
the book of Lehi were lost, the Lord, in advance, had 
Nephi’s sacred record that would now become part of the 
Book of Mormon. As the Lord as previously stated, “Verily,  
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I say unto you, that I will not suffer that Satan shall 
accomplish his evil design in this thing…And thus he had 
laid a cunning plan, thinking to destroy the work of God; 
but I will require this at their hands, and it shall turn 
to their shame and condemnation in the day of judgment” 
(D&C 10:14, 23). 
 
The effects of the loss of the 116 pages was significant: 
(1) Martin Harris, as the result of his disobedience, lost 
the privilege of continuing as the scribe of the Book of 
Mormon; (2) Joseph Smith suffered greatly for having not 
initially heeded the word of the Lord, but instead seeking 
to please man; (3) Joseph learned that the Lord knew in 
advance the loss would occur and had planned for this event 
by having Nephi write a second sacred history and Mormon 
abridging his record as well as his father’s; and, (4) 
Joseph must be on guard regarding Satans effort to thwart 
the work of God.   
 
We learn: (1) Disobedience always brings consequences; (2) 
We, like Joseph, have to learn to combat peer pressure in 
our lives (see D&C 3:8; 10:5); (3) We must remember there 
are those who seek to entrap us and to weaken our faith; 
and, (4) When we error we must, in humility, seek the 
Lord’s forgiveness. He is merciful to those who seek His 
forgiveness. 
 
*What does the loss of the 116 pages, teach us about the 
 Lord’s power? 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 3:16, 19-20 
 

16 Nevertheless, my work shall go forth, for inasmuch 
as the knowledge of the Savior has come unto the 
world, through the testimony of the Jews, even so 
shall the knowledge of a Savior come unto my people-— 
 
19 And for this very purpose are these plates 
preserved, which contain these records—-that the 
promises of the Lord might be fulfilled which he made 
to his people; 
20 And that the Lamanites might come to the knowledge 
of their fathers, and that they might know the 
promises of the Lord, and that they may believe the 
gospel and rely upon the merits of Jesus Christ, and 
be glorified through faith in his name, and that 
through their repentance they might be saved. Amen. 
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Doctrine and Covenants 10:46, 52, 60-62, 65-66 
 
46 And, behold, all the remainder of this work does 
contain all those parts of my gospel which my holy 
prophets, yea, and also my disciples, desired in their 
prayers should come forth unto this people. 
 
52 And now, behold, according to their faith in their 
prayers will I bring this part of my gospel to the 
knowledge of my people. Behold, I do not bring it to 
destroy that which they have received, but to build it 
up. 
 
60 And I will show unto this people that I had other 
sheep, and that they were a branch of the house of 
Jacob; 
61 And I will bring to light their marvelous works, 
which they did in my name; 
62 Yea, and I will also bring to light my gospel which 
was ministered unto them,… 
 
65 For, behold, I will gather them as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, if they will not harden 
their hearts; 
66 Yea, if they will come, they may, and partake of 
the waters of life freely. 
 

In these verses, we learn that the Lord’s work will go 
forth to bring His children unto the light of the gospel. 
It will be given freely to all who will humble themselves.  
The promises He made to his prophets and disciples will be 
fulfilled. He always keeps his word. 
 
V. Witnesses of the Book of Mormon 
 
As Joseph continued the translation of the Book of Mormon, 
he learned that the Lord would call others, besides 
himself, who would testify of the truthfulness of the 
record of the Book of Mormon to the world. Moroni recorded: 
 
Ether 5:2-5 
 

2 And behold, ye may be privileged that ye may show 
the plates unto those who shall assist to bring forth 
this work; 
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Initially Joseph has been instructed by the Angel Moroni 
that he was not to show the plates “to any person;…only to 
those to whom I should be commanded to show them; if I did 
I should be destroyed.”  
 
(PGP, Joseph Smith-History 1:42).  
 

3 And unto three shall they be shown by the power of 
God; wherefore they shall know of a surety that these 
things are true. 
4 And in the mouth of three witnesses shall these 
things be established; and the testimony of three, and 
this work, in the which shall be shown forth the power 
of God and also his word, of which the Father and the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost bear record—-and all this 
shall stand as a testimony against the world at the 
last day. 
5 And it it so be that they repent and come unto the 
Father in the name of Jesus, they shall be received 
into the kingdom of God. 

 
2 Nephi 27:12-14 
 

12 Wherefore, at that day when the book shall be 
delivered unto the man of whom I have spoken, the book 
shall be hid from the eyes of the world, that the eyes 
of none shall behold it save it be that three 
witnesses shall behold it, by the power of God, 
besides him to whom the book shall be delivered; and 
they shall testify to the truth of the book and the 
things therein. 
13 And there is none other which shall view it, save 
it be a few [eight witnesses?] according to the will 
of God, to bear testimony of his word unto the 
children of men; for the Lord God hath said that the 
words of the faithful should speak as if it were from 
the dead. 
14 Wherefore, the Lord God will proceed to bring forth 
the words of the book; and in the mouth of as many 
witnesses as seemeth him good will he establish his 
word; and wo be unto him that rejecteth the word of 
God! 

 
These words must have caused Joseph to rejoice for he was 
not to be the only one who would be allowed to see the 
plates and see the angel. There were at least three others. 
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Joseph must have also wondered who the three witnesses 
would be, as well as who else the Lord would select? 
 
*What were the three commanded to do? 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 5:11-12, 15 
 

11 And in addition to your testimony, the testimony of 
three of my servants, whom I shall call and ordain, 
unto whom I will show these things, and they shall go 
forth with my words that are given through you. 
12 Yea, they shall know of a surety that these things 
are true, for from heaven will I declare it unto them. 
 
15 And the testimony of three witnesses will I send  
forth of my word. 
 

The three witnesses will be called by the Lord; they will 
confirm the witness of Joseph Smith; they will receive a  
witness from the Lord, and they shall share the truths of 
the Book of Mormon with others. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 17:3, 5 
 

3 And after that you have obtained faith, and have 
seen them with your eyes, you shall testify of them, 
by the power of God; 
 
5 And ye shall testify that you have seen them, even 
as my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., has seem them; for 
it is by my power that he has seen them, and it is 
because he had faith. 
 

They will bear witness to the world, by the power of God, 
to having seen the plates, the angel, and heard the voice 
of the Lord. 
 
*Why is their testimony important? 
 
D&C 5:15, 18 
 

15 And the testimony of three witnesses will I send 
forth of my word. 
 
18 And their testimony shall also go forth unto the 
condemnation of this generation if they harden their 
hearts against them; 
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D&C 17:3-4 
 

3 And after that you have obtained faith, and have 
seen them with your eyes, you shall testify of them, 
by the power of God; 
4 And this you shall do that my servant Joseph Smith, 
Jun., may not be destroyed, that I may bring about my 
righteous purposes unto the children of men in this 
work. 
 

Their testimony is important because: (1) In the mouths of 
three witnesses, all truth will be established; (2) Their 
testimony will stand as a witness against all in the world 
who reject the Book of Mormon; (3) Those who reject their 
witness will stand condemned by the Lord; and, (4) It will 
assist those who are righteous to be strengthened in 
bringing about the work of the Lord.   
 
The Three Witnesses 

 
*Who would be called by the Lord to be the Three Witnesses? 

 
It would seem natural that one potential witness would be 
Oliver Cowdery. Since April, 1829, he had served as 
Joseph’s scribe for the Book of Mormon. He wrote by his own 
hand, the words of Joseph, as they fell from his lips. He 
had begun as Joseph’s scribe initially in Harmony, 
Pennsylvania, and then completing the work while at the 
Whitmer home in Fayette, New York. It is Oliver who will 
write the majority of the pages of the Book of Mormon.  

 
The next candidate would be Martin Harris. Even though he 
no longer served as Joseph’s scribe, he had not lost his 
devotion or witness of the work in which Joseph was 
engaged. If the Lord would accept his humble offer, he 
would be honored to serve as one of the three witnesses. 
The third individual would be David Whitmer. He was a 
friend of Oliver Cowdery. Under the direction of the Lord, 
Joseph had asked Oliver to contact David regarding them 
coming to New York in order to continue the translation.  

 
The third individual would be David Whitmer. He was a 
friend of Oliver Cowdery. Under the direction of the Lord, 
Joseph had asked Oliver to contact David regarding them 
coming to New York in order to continue the translation. 
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Chart 1: The Witnesses of the Book of Mormon Plates 
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Reference: The Book of Mormon Student Manual [2009]. 
Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 2009, 409. 
 
The preceding chart lists the three witness who were 
selected by the Lord of the Book of Mormon, and the 
additional eight witnesses. Three, saw the Angel Moroni, 
heard the voice from heaven declaring the truth of the 
record, and examined the plates themselves. Eight, saw and 
examined the plates for themselves, in Joseph’s presence. 
 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Craig J. Ostler state 
regarding David Whitmer receiving the letter from Oliver, 
 
“When Oliver Cowdery’s letter arrived at the Whitmer home 
requesting that David travel to Harmony, Pennsylvania, to 
transport him and Joseph to Fayette, the family was not 
certain how to respond. David Whitmer explained, ‘I did not 
know what to do, I was pressed with my work. I had some 20 
acres to plow, so I concluded I would finish plowing and 
then go. [The next morning between 5-7 acres had been 
plowed during the night]. Lucy Mack Smith states, ‘When he 
[David] informed his father of the fact, his father could 
not believe it till he examined for himself and ascertained 
that if was actually true. ‘Well,’ said his father, ‘there 
must be some overruling power in this thing, and I think 
you had better go as soon as you get the plaster of paris 
sown (a common fertilizer of the day) and bring up the man 
with his scribe.’ ‘To this also David agreed.” (Revelations 
of the Restoration. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 2000, 
124). 
 
Lucy Mack Smith adds, 
 
“[The next morning he [David Whitmer] learned that his 
field had already been plastered. He inquired of his sister 
and learned that the children had reported, which she 
confirmed saw] “three men were at work in the field doing 
the work, but supposing that [her brother] had hired some 
help on account of [his] hurry,… gave the subject no 
further consideration. David made considerable inquiry in 
regard to the matter, both among his relatives and 
neighbors, but was not able to learn who had done it. 
However, the family were convinced that there was an 
exertion of supernatural power connected with this strange 
occurrence” (Lucy Mack Smith, History of Joseph Smith. 
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Edited by Scot Facer Proctor and Maurine Jensen Proctor, 
1996. 193-194). 
 
Joseph Fielding Smith and Craig J. Ostler continue, 
 
“As if this was not enough to convince the Whitmers that 
the Lord had chosen Joseph Smith to be his servant, David 
related: ‘When I arrived at Harmony, Joseph and Oliver were 
coming toward me,and me some distance from the house. 
Oliver told me that Joseph had told him when I started from 
home, where I had stopped the first night, how I read the 
sign at the tavern…and that I would be there that day 
before dinner, and this is why they had come out to met me; 
all of which was exactly as Joseph had told Oliver, at 
which I was greatly astonished” (Millennial Star, 49:772).” 
(Revelations of the Restoration. Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book Co., 2000, 125). 
 
It may be that these miraculous events were manifested for 
the Whitmer’s as they would be providing both housing and 
food for Joseph and Oliver, as well as Joseph’s wife, Emma, 
until the translation of the Book of Mormon was completed.  
 
Richard Lloyd Anderson states, 
 
“As this expanded household gathered socially in the 
evenings, there were obviously times of reading the 
manuscript and discussing its exciting truths. In this 
setting came a ‘discovery’ that there would be three 
witnesses, though clearly a rediscovery for Joseph and 
Martin, who shared in the revelation [D&C 5:11] given in 
March, 1829, while he was in Harmony, Pennsylvania. 
Sometime in May, [1829], the new scribe, Oliver Cowdery, 
had perhaps recorded one of the two Book of Mormon 
prophecies on witnesses [Ether 5:2-4]. Then during June the 
translation continued after the move to Fayette, where the 
‘discovery’ of the witness prophecy [2 Nephi 27:12-14], 
took place as the translation was nearing its end.  
 
“That verse aside, it was still inevitable that those who 
were doing the most to produce the book had the greatest 
emotional interest in seeing the treasured plates that it 
came from. …Just in their capacities as secretaries, Martin 
Harris and Oliver Cowdery had contributed far more personal 
time than anyone else. And although several Whitmer 
brothers had been equally zealous, David Whitmer’s help had 
been critical because of the timing of moving the 
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translators when their work would otherwise have stopped. 
Thus with strong reason for their expectations to be 
witnesses, they approached the Prophet.” (Investigating the 
Book of Mormon Witnesses. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 
1981, [Paperback Edition, August 1989], 8-10). 
 
Being moved upon by the spirit, Oliver Cowdery, David 
Whitmer, and Oliver Cowdery inquired of Joseph that they 
may be the three witnesses spoken of. Joseph Smith received 
Doctrine and Covenants 17, on their behalf, June, 1829, at 
Fayette, New York. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 17:1-3 
 

1 Behold, I say unto you, that you must rely upon my 
word, which if ye do with full purpose of heart, you 
shall have a view of the plates, and also of the 
breastplate, the sword of Laban, the Urim and Thummim, 
which were given to the brother of Jared upon the 
mount, when he talked with the Lord face to face, and 
the miraculous directors which were given to Lehi 
while in the wilderness, on the borders of the Red 
Sea. 
2 And it is my your faith that you shall obtain a view 
of them, even by that faith which was had by the 
prophets of old. 
3 And after that ye have obtained faith, and have seen 
them with your eyes, you shall testify of them, by the 
power of God. 
 

Not only were they to see the plates, and bear their 
witness, but also a variety of ancient records that had 
been preserved that are referenced in the Book of Mormon. 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Craig J. Ostler state, 
 
“One reason [for the three witnesses seeing the ancient 
relics] is that they serve as evidence that the events of 
the Book of Mormon are true. Each of the sacred objects 
that were seen by the Three Witnesses stands as proof to 
the world that the Book of Mormon people and events are 
real. …The many records, along with the Urim and Thummim 
and the breastplate witnessed that the translation of the 
Book of Mormon occurred just as the Prophet Joseph Smith 
declared. These physical objects and the presence of Moroni 
also indicate the importance of records and angels in the 
perpetuation of spiritual knowledge and the development of 
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faith on the earth.” (Revelations of the Restoration. Salt 
Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 2000, 127-128). 
 
Joseph Smith states, 
 
“Not many days after the above commandment was given, we 
four, viz. Martin Harris, David Whitmer, Oliver Cowdery and 
myself, agreed to retire to the woods, and try to obtain, 
by fervent prayer, the fulfillment of the promises given in 
the above revelation—-that they should have a view of the 
plates. We accordingly made choice of a piece of woods 
convenient to Mr. Whitmer’s house, to which we retired.” 
(History of the Church, Vol. 1. Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book Co., 1969, [Second Edition Revised], 54). 
 
Just as they bore their witness found in the Book of 
Mormon, the angel Moroni did appear to each of them and all 
that had been promised, they did view. 
 
Lucy Mack Smith states, 
 
“When they returned to the house it was between three and 
four o’clock P.M. Mrs. Whitmer, Mr. Smith, and myself were 
sitting in a bedroom at the time. On coming in, Joseph 
threw himself down beside me and exclaimed, ‘Father, 
mother, you do not know how happy I am; the Lord has now 
caused the plates to be shown to three more besides myself. 
They have seen an angel, who has testified to them, and 
they will have to bear witness to the truth of what I have 
said, for now they know for themselves, that I do not go 
about to deceive people, and I feel as if I was relieved of 
a burden which was almost too heavy for me to bear, and it 
rejoices my soul, that I am not any longer to be entirely 
alone in the world.” (Biographical Sketches of Joseph Smith 
the prophet and his progenitors for many generations.  
Liverpool, England by S.W. Richards, 15, Wilton Street, 
1853; Reproduced from Original. Mormon History, Vol. 6. 
Orem, Utah: Grandin Book Co., 1995, 139). 
 
Along with the Thee Witness, there were eight others who 
were sustained by the Lord, who had the privilege of seeing 
the plates, in the grove near the Smith Farm in Palmyra, 
New York. Their witness is also found in the beginning of 
the Book of Mormon. With Joseph Smith, twelve men have 
given their testimony of the verity of the ancient record 
from which Joseph Smith, by the power of God, translated 
the Book of Mormon.  
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All of the three witnesses will later leave the church, 
however, only David Witmer will not request to be 
rebaptized. It did not alter his testimony of the Book of 
Mormon. 
 
David Whitmer states, 
 
“It is recorded in the American Encyclopedia and the 
Encyclopedia Britannica, that I, David Whitmer, have denied 
my testimony as one of the three witnesses to the divinity 
of the Book of Mormon, and that the other two witnesses, 
Oliver Cowdery and Martin Harris, denied their testimony of 
that book. I will say once more to all mankind, that I have 
never at any time denied that testimony or any part 
thereof. I also testify to the world, that neither Oliver 
Cowdery nor Martin Harris ever at any time denied their 
testimony. They both died reaffirming the truth of the 
divine authenticity of the Book of Mormon.” (Address to All 
Believers in Christ. [1887], 8; as quoted in B.H. Roberts, 
A Comprehensive History of the Church, Vol. 1. Salt Lake 
City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
1930, Reprint. Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University Press, 
1977, 145). 
 
Of the Eight Witnesses, three left the church, but never 
denied their testimony of the plates. (see Chart 1: The 
Witnesses of the Book of Mormon Plates. Book of Mormon 
Student Manual, Religion 121-122. Salt Lake City: The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2009, 409). 
 
The Savior is also a witness of the truthfulness of the 
Book of Mormon.  
 
Doctrine and Covenants 17:6 
 

6 And he has translated the book, even that part which 
I have commanded him, and as your Lord and your God 
liveth, it is true.    
 

Doctrine and Covenants 19:26-27  
 

26 And again, I command thee [Martin Harris] that thou 
shalt not covet thine own property, but impart it 
freely to the printing of the Book of Mormon, which 
contains the truth and the word of God-— 
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27 Which is my word to the Gentile, that soon it may 
go to the Jew, of whom the Lamanites are a remnant, 
that they may belive the gospel, and not look for a 
Messiah to come who has already come.  
 

*In what ways can we [also] be a witnesses of the Book of 
 Mormon? [See Moroni 10:3-5]. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel Doctrine 
Teacher’s manual states, 
 
“…the Three Witnesses and the Eight Witnesses testified of 
things that they saw and heard. Today millions of members 
of the Church [are able to] testify of the Book of Mormon 
because they feel the witness of the Holy Ghost.” (Doctrine 
and Covenants and Church History Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s 
Manual. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 1999, 19). 
 
Gordon B. Hickley states, 
 
“The strength of the Church is not in…its thousands of 
houses of worship across the world, nor in its 
universities…The strength of this church lies in the hearts 
of its people, in the individual testimony and conviction 
of the truth of this work.” (“The True Strength of the 
Church,” in Ensign, July 1973, 49). 
 
VI. Remembering the New Covenant, Even the Book of Mormon 
 
On September 22 and 23, 1832, Joseph Smith received a 
revelation, Section 84, which he designated as a revelation 
on the priesthood. The Book of Mormon had been published in 
1830, so it had been available as scripture for the members 
for over two years. This revelation was given initially to 
the missionaries who had just returned from their missions 
to the eastern states. (see Heading: Section 84.) The 
membership of the church are told, by the Lord they are 
under condemnation. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 84:54-56 
 

54 And your minds in times past have been darkened 
because of unbelief, and because you have treated 
lightly the things you have received—- 
55 Which vanity and unbelief have brought the whole 
church under condemnation. 



44 
 

56 And this condemnation resteth upon the children of 
Zion, even all. 

 
*Why is the Church under condemnation? 
 
 Vs. 54. They have treated lightly the things you have 
 received meaning they have not diligently studied 
 the word of the Lord that has been revealed to them. 
 
*What did the Church members need to do for the 
 condemnation to be lifted? 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 84:57-58, 60-62 
 

57 And they shall remain under condemnation until they 
repent and remember the new covenant, even the Book of 
Mormon and the former commandments which I have given 
them, not only to say, but to do according to that 
which I have written—- 
58 That they may bring forth fruit meet for their 
Father’s kingdom; otherwise there remaineth a scourge 
and judgment to be poured out upon the children of 
Zion. 
 
60 Verily, verily, I say unto you who now hear my 
words, which are my voice, blessed are ye inasmuch as 
you receive these things; 
61 For I will forgive you of your sins with this 
commandment-—that you remain steadfast in your minds 
in solemnity and the spirit of prayer, in bearing 
testimony to all the world of those things which are 
communicated unto you. 
62 Therefore, go ye into all the world; and unto 
whatsoever place ye cannot go ye shall send, that the 
testimony may go from you into all the world unto 
every creature.  

 
Ezra Taft Benson states, 

 
“If the early Saints were rebuked for treating the Book of 
Mormon lightly, are we under any less condemnation if we do 
the same?” (“The Book of Mormon—The Keystone to Our 
Religion,” in Ensign, November 1986, 4-5). 

 
 
 
 



45 
 

Ezra Taft Benson continues, 
 

“The Lord is not pleased with us in the manner of attention 
we’re giving to the Book of Mormon, a new witness of 
Christ. We need it in our homes, we need it in our 
families. It was written for us today” (LDS Church News, 9 
November 1986, 10). 

 
*What can we do to give more attention to the Book of 
 Mormon in our personal lives and in our families? 

 
*What blessings come to us when we give proper 
 attention to the Book of Mormon? 

 
*How have you been blessed through your study of the 
 Book of Mormon? 
 
Ezra Taft Benson reminds us of the power and promises found 
in the Book of Mormon, 
 
“There is power in the book which will begin to flow into 
your lives the moment you begin a serious study of the 
book. You will find great power to resist temptation. You 
will find the power to avoid deception. You will find the 
power to stay on the strait and narrow path. The scriptures 
are called ‘the words of life’ (D&C 84:85), and nowhere is 
that more true than it is of the Book of Mormon. When you 
begin to hunger thirst after those words, you will find 
life in greater and greater abundance…[You will also enjoy] 
increased love and harmony in the home, greater respect 
between parent and child, [and] increased spirituality and 
righteousness. 
 
“These promises are not idle promises, but exactly what the 
Prophet Joseph Smith meant when he said that the Book of 
Mormon will help us draw nearer to God” (“The Book of 
Mormon-The Keystone to Our Religion,” in Ensign, November 
1986, 7). 
 
In the Savior’s rebuke to the early saints, He commanded 
the Saints or members, “that…[your] testimony may go from 
you into all the world unto every creature” (D&C 84:62). 
 
In 1988, Ezra Taft Benson states, 
 
“The time is long overdue for a massive flooding of the 
earth with the Book of Mormon…In this age of the electronic 
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media and the mass distribution of the printed word, God 
will hold us accountable if we do not now move the Book of 
Mormon in a monumental way. We have the Book of Mormon, we 
have the members, we have the missionaries, we have the 
resources, and the world has the need. The time is now!” 
(“Flooding the Earth with the Book of Mormon,” in Ensign, 
November 1988, 4-5). 
 
Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel Doctrine 
Teacher’s manual states, 
 
“[T]he Book of Mormon, translated by a young prophet in 
humble circumstances, is now indeed flooding the earth. The 
Book of Mormon or selections from it have been published in 
more than 110 languages. More than 174 million copies 
[2016] have been printed. (Doctrine and Covenants and 
Church History Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake 
City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
1999, 21; see also Gary L. Stevenson. “Look to the Book, 
Look to the Lord,” in Ensign, November 2016, 45). 

 
VII. Conclusions 
 
As we conclude this lesson, let us reflect upon the lessons 
learned in each of the sections. 
 
Introduction: Each of the thirteen scriptures are addressed 
as provided by Ezra Taft Benson confirming the witness of 
the Doctrine and Covenants regarding the truth of the Book 
of Mormon. 
 
Ezra Taft Benson states, 
 
“The Book of Mormon is the keystone of our religion, and 
the Doctrine and Covenants is the capstone. 
 
“The Doctrine and Covenants serves as the binding link 
between the Book of Mormon and the continuing work of the 
Restoration through the Prophet Joseph Smith and his 
successors.” (“The Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and 
Covenants,” in Ensign, May 1987, 83). 
 
Preparation of Joseph Smith to Receive and Translate the 
Book of Mormon: We learned of the preparation required of 
Joseph Smith commencing with the appearance of the Angel 
Moroni, in September, 1823, when Joseph was 17 years old. 
 



47 
 

Three times the angel appeared during the night and twice 
during the following day. Once as he was returning home 
from the field after not feeling well, then again at the 
hill, when he attempted to remove the plates. During the 
evening, the Angel Moroni had taught him important 
scriptures pertaining to prophecies that would be fulfilled 
in the latter days. 
 
Following his visit with the Angel Moroni, Joseph was to 
return to the hill for what became instructional visits 
each September 22nd before he was to receive the plates on 
the fourth visit, September 22, 1828. During these visits, 
Joseph “received instructions and intelligence respecting 
what the Lord was going to do and how and in what manner 
His kingdom was to be conducted in the last days” (PGP, 
Joseph Smith-History 1:54). Joseph had been taught by 
Moroni from the scriptures during his first visit with 
Joseph and it is likely this continued over the next four 
years of his tutorial. 
 
Miracles of Book of Mormon Preservation: Joseph Smith 
received a strict charge from the Angel regarding the 
preservation of the records. The majority of the efforts to 
obtain the plates from Joseph came from external sources. 
The most memorable came from within when Martin Harris lost 
the 116 pages entrusted to his care. 
 
Important lessons were learned, not the least was the Lord 
had Mormon abridge two records covering the same period of 
time. The second record, the plates of Nephi, contained 
“greater views upon my gospel” (D&C 10:45). This record had 
been prepared in advance by the Lord in order to replace 
the lost 116 pages and to thwart the work of Satan. 
  
Witnesses of the Book of Mormon: Through the translation of 
the Book of Mormon, Joseph learned that the Lord would call 
three witnesses who would serve as witnesses of the Book of 
Mormon as well as others. The three who were called had 
taken a great interest in the work Joseph was involved 
with. They were Martin Harris and Oliver Cowdery who had 
served as scribes. David Whitmer was the third. He had come 
to Harmony, Pennsylvania, to transport Joseph, Oliver, and 
Emma to his parent’s home in Fayette, New York. Here they 
would live due to the danger to Joseph’s life in Harmony, 
and the translation was completed. 
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Remembering the New Covenant, even the Book of Mormon: Not 
even those who lived in ancient America had the complete 
record that we have today known as the Book of Mormon. 
Within its pages are found the truth of the Gospel, 
including a visit of the resurrected Christ to the 
Nephites. 
 
As we make it a personal study, it will greatly enhance our 
lives, but it must not end with our reading. It is 
important that we share its truths with others, both by 
word and example. II was written for us to also share its 
truths with others. 
 
As we conclude this lesson [DC#04], I am grateful for the 
truth the Doctrine of Covenants provides regarding the Book 
of Mormon. How blessed we are to live at a time when these 
truths are available. 
 
Our next lesson [DC#05] focuses our attention on the 
subject of revelation. We will learn about our need for 
personal revelation and how to obtain it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


