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DC#39 “The Hearts Of The Children Shall Turn 
      To Their Fathers” 
 
Outline: 
 
    I. Introduction 
   II. Elijah: “The Keys Of This Kingdom Are Committed 
       Into Your Hands” 
  III. President Wilford Woodruff: “Somebody Has Got To 
       Redeem Them” 
       A. The Urgency of Temple Work For The Dead 
       B. The Need For Us To Be Sealed To Our Parents And 
          Ancestors 
   IV. President Joseph F. Smith: “The Eyes Of My 
       Understanding Were Opened” 
    V. President Gordon B. Hinckley: “We Are Determined…To 
       Take The Temples To The People” 
   VI. Conclusions 
 
I. Introduction 
 
It is important we understand that upon our death, life 
does not end. While our physical body remains in its’ final 
resting place, our spirits yet live. It is, in fact, the 
separation of our spirit from our physical body, that 
brings about the condition we call death. An important 
question for all is, if our body remains in the grave, 
where does our spirit go? According to LDS Theology, all 
spirits, upon death, go to the Spirit World.  
 
B/M, Alma 40:12-14 [underline added] 
 

12 And then shall it come to pass, that the spirits of 
those who are righteous are received into a state of 
happiness, which is called paradise, a state of rest, 
a state of peace, where they shall rest from all their 
troubles and from all care, and sorrow. 
13 And then shall it come to pass, that the spirits of 
the wicked, yea, who are evil—-for behold, they have 
no part nor portion of the Spirit of the Lord; for 
behold, they chose evil works rather than good; 
therefore the spirit of the devil did enter into them, 
and take possession of their house-—and these shall be 
cast out into outer darkness; there shall be weeping, 
and wailing, and gnashing of teeth, and this because 
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of their own iniquity, being led captive by the will 
of the devil. 
14 Now this is the state of the souls of the wicked, 
yea, in darkness, and a state of awful, fearful 
looking for the fiery indignation of the wrath of God 
upon them; thus they remain in this state, as well as 
the righteous in paradise, until the time of their 
resurrection. 

From Alma’s teachings, we learn: (a) The Spirit world is 
divided into two areas, one is called Paradise, for the 
righteous, and the other, Spirit Prison, for the wicked,  
and, (b) Both groups of spirits are waiting for the time of 
their resurrection, or the uniting of their bodies with 
their spirits. 
 
Victor L. Ludlow states, 
 
“A variety of attitudes will be manifest in spirit prison. 
Some people will persist in their weaknesses, a few will 
simply turn aside from the bad behavior, and others will 
not only give up the bad but also strive to do good…[of 
this group], many spirits will learn of their past 
ignorance and mistakes and will seek more righteous 
attitudes. For these, the experience in prison will 
convince them to change their behavior.” (Principles and 
Practices of the Restored Gospel. Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book Co., 1992, 222-223). 
 
It is important to understand that those who recognize the 
error of their earthly choices, and manifest a sincere 
desire to make changes in their lives, redemption is 
possible.  
 
Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel Doctrine 
Teacher’s Manual states, 
 
“Fredrick William Hurst was working as a gold miner in 
Australia when he first heard Latter-day Saint missionaries 
preach the restored gospel. He and his brother Charles were 
baptized in January 1854. He tried to help his other family 
members become converted, but they rejected him and the 
truths he taught. 
 
“Fred settled in Salt Lake City four years after joining 
the Church, and he served faithfully as a missionary in 
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several different countries. He also worked as a painter in 
the Salt Lake Temple. In one of his final journal entries, 
he wrote: 

 
“Along about the 1st of March, 1893, I found myself 
alone in the dining room, all had gone to bed. I was 
sitting at the table when to my great surprise my 
elder brother Alfred walked in and sat down opposite 
me at the table and smiled. I said to him (he looked 
so natural): ‘When did you arrive in Utah?’ 
 
“He said: ‘I have just come from the Spirit World, 
this is not my body that you see. It is lying in the 
tomb. I want to tell you that when you were on your 
mission you told me many things about the Gospel, and 
the hereafter, and about the Spirit World being as 
real and tangible as the earth. I could not believe 
you, but when I died and went there and saw for myself 
I realized that you had told the truth. I attended the 
Mormon meetings.’ He raised his hand and said with 
much warmth: ‘I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ with 
all my heart. I believe in faith, and repentance and 
baptism for the remission of sins, but that is as far 
as I can go. I look to you to do the work for me in 
the temple…You are watched closely…We are all looking 
to you as our head in this great work. I want to tell 
you that there are a great many spirits who weep and 
mourn because they have relatives in the Church here 
who are careless and are doing nothing for them.” 
(Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel 
Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake City: The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999, 227; see 
also Diary of Fredrick William Hurst. Compiled by 
Samuel H. and Ida Hurst. [1961], 204). 
 

In this lesson, we will discuss the redemption of the dead 
by briefly studying the work of four prophets: Elijah,  
Wilford Woodruff, Joseph F. Smith, and Gordon B. Hinckley. 
Our purpose will be to gain a greater understanding of the 
need to redeem the dead. 
 
II. Elijah: “The Keys Of This Kingdom Are Committed Into 
    Your Hands.  
 
Three years had passed since Joseph Smith had experienced 
his first vision in which he saw God the Father and His 



4 

 

Son, Jesus Christ. On the evening of September 21, 1823, 
Joseph records, 
 
PGP, Joseph Smith—History 1:29-30   
 

29 In consequence of these things, I often felt 
condemned for my weakness and imperfections; when, on 
the evening of the above-mentioned twenty-first of 
September, after I had retired to my bed for the 
night, I betook myself to prayer and supplication to 
Almighty God for forgiveness of all my sins and 
follies, and also for a manifestation to me, that I 
might know of my state and standing before him; for I 
had full confidence in obtaining a divine 
manifestation, as I previously had one. 
30 While I was thus in the act of calling upon God, I 
discovered a light appearing in my room, which 
continued to increase until the room was lighter than 
at noonday, when immediately a personage appeared at 
my bedside, standing in the air, for his feet did not 
touch the floor. 

During his visit, Moroni, an angel sent from God, and a 
former prophet upon the American continent, instructed him 
regarding the mission of Elijah. 

PGP, Joseph Smith—History 1:36, 38-39 

36 After telling me these things, he commenced quoting 
the prophecies of the Old Testament.  He first quoted 
part of the third chapter of Malachi; and he quoted 
also the fourth or last chapter of the same prophecy, 
though with a little variation from the way it reads 
in our Bibles.  Instead of quoting the first verse as 
it reads in our books, he quoted it thus: 

38 And again, he quoted the fifth verse thus: Behold, 
I will reveal unto you the Priesthood, by the hand of 
Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord. 
39 He also quoted the next verse differently: And he 
shall plant in the hearts of the children the promises 
made to the fathers, and the hearts of the children 
shall turn to their fathers.  If it were not so, the 
whole earth would be utterly wasted at his coming. 
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In these verses, Moroni, instructed Joseph regarding the 
mission of Elijah, who would “plant in the hearts of the 
children the promises made to the fathers” (PGP, Joseph 
Smith—-History 1:39). 

In this prophecy, the word fathers refers to our ancestors. 

*What promises were made to our ancestors? 

Joseph Fielding Smith states, 

“What was the promise made to the fathers that was to be 
fulfilled in the latter days by the turning of the hearts 
of the children to their fathers? It was the promise of the 
Lord made through Enoch, Isaiah, and the prophets, to the 
nations of the earth, that the time should come when the 
dead should be redeemed. Even when the priesthood has been 
on the earth and every opportunity given to men generally 
to repent and embrace the gospel, many individuals have 
died without that opportunity who, perhaps, would have done 
so had the privilege been presented to them.” (Doctrines of 
Salvation, Vol. 2. Compiled by Bruce R. McConkie. Salt Lake 
City: Bookcraft, 1955, [20th Printing, 19780], 154).  

Jeffrey R. Holland adds, 

“God made those promises to the ancient patriarchs—-Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and so forth—-and we 
undoubtedly made them to our lineal fathers and mothers, 
those who came to earth before the gospel was restored but 
whom we promised to provide its saving ordinances.” (Christ 
and the New Covenants. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 
1997, 297). 

All who have lived upon the earth in order to escape the 
penalties of the spiritual death, incurred by Adam and Eve,  
must believe in Jesus Christ and accept the first 
ordinances of the gospel. They include: faith, repentance, 
baptism, reception of the Holy Ghost, and membership in the 
Church of Jesus Christ. We, who would live upon the earth 
during the latter days when the fullness of the gospel 
would be upon the earth, promised our ancestors we would do 
the necessary research on their behalf. The sacred 
ordinances could then be performed on their behalf. If they 
accept the teachings of the gospel in the Spirit World, the 
necessary ordinances would have been done vicariously for 
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them. Without this sacred work being done on earth, the 
eternal progress of the individual would be delayed until 
it was accomplished.     

Joseph Smith was directed by the Lord to build a temple in 
Kirtland, Ohio. Through great sacrifice and persecution, 
the devoted Saints completed the building of the Kirtland 
Temple. On March 27, 1836, the Lord’s House at Kirtland, 
was dedicated. The dedicatory prayer is recorded as 
Doctrine and Covenants, Section 109. 

On April 3, 1836, Jesus Christ appeared to Joseph Smith and 
Oliver Cowdery, and accepted His Holy House. He was 
followed by the appearance of Moses, Elias, and Elijah.  

*What was Elijah’s purpose in appearing to Joseph and 
 Oliver? 

Doctrine and Covenants 110:13-16 

13 After this vision had closed, another great and 
glorious vision burst upon us; for Elijah the prophet, 
who was taken to heaven without tasting death, stood 
before us, and said: 
14 Behold, the time has fully come, which was spoken 
of by the mouth of Malachi—-testifying that he 
[Elijah] the prophet should be sent, before the great 
and dreadful day of the Lord come-- 
15 To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the children to the fathers, lest the whole earth 
be smitten with a curse—- 
16 Therefore, the keys of this dispensation are 
committed into your hands; and by this ye may know 
that the great and dreadful day of the Lord is near, 
even at the doors. 

Doctrine and Covenants and Church History states, 

“He [Elijah] conferred the sealing power of the priesthood 
on Joseph Smith. This power makes possible eternal 
marriage, sealing’s to parents, and temple ordinance work 
for the dead.” (Doctrine and Covenants and Church History 
Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake City: The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999, 228). 
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Doctrine and Covenants 138:47-48 

47 The Prophet Elijah was to plant in the hearts of 
the children the promises made to their fathers, 
48 Foreshadowing the great work to be done in the 
temples of the Lord in the dispensation of the fulness 
of times, for the redemption of the dead, and the 
sealing of the children to their parents, lest the 
whole earth be smitten with a curse and utterly wasted 
at his coming. 

*Why would the earth be “utterly wasted at [the Lord’s] 
 coming” if we did not have the sealing power? 

One of the primary purposes of life on earth is to 
establish eternal family relationships. Without the sealing 
power, this would be impossible. 

Jeffrey R. Holland states, 

“[Without the sealing power], no family ties would exist in 
the eternities, and indeed the family of man would have 
been left in eternity with ‘neither root [ancestors] nor 
branch [descendents]. Inasmuch as…a sealed, united, 
celestially saved family of God is the ultimate purpose of 
mortality, any failure here would have been a curse indeed, 
rendering the entire plan of salvation ‘utterly wasted.” 
(Christ and the New Covenants. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book 
Co., 1997, 297-298). 

It is because families are so important in Heavenly 
Father’s eternal plan, that Satan has chosen at this time 
in history, to discount the importance of families and to 
denigrate the value of marriage between a man and a woman. 
His plan is to destroy the family by discounting its 
necessity and to place a negative emphasis upon the burdens 
and challenges of family relationships. Satan will never be 
happy until as many individuals as possible have chosen the 
single lifestyle. By this choice, they will eventually 
become as miserable as he is.  

As Elijah bestowed upon Joseph Smith, the keys of the 
sealing power, it then became possible for each individual 
to become a member of a forever family. Through the 
authority of God, given to man, all of his children have 
the opportunity to become part of a forever family. 
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III. President Wilford Woodruff: “Somebody Has Got To 
     Redeem Them”  

President Wilford Woodruff was devoted to the work of 
redeeming the dead and sealing families for eternity.  

Richard E. Bennett states, 

“Since his [Wilford Woodruff’s] conversion in 1838, he had 
viewed his membership as incomplete without the 
companionship of family and friends. Later, in July 1838 he 
returned as a missionary to his beloved Connecticut, 
teaching and converting members of his immediate family. 
There he baptized his father, Aphek, his stepmother, his 
uncle, and several others. As he left for Nauvoo, Woodruff 
recorded the following: ‘A peculiar charm was thrown around 
my soul as I left the threshold of my father’s house, 
having the confidence that if I never see my father in the 
flesh again I shall meet him in the first resurrection. I 
had a desire in my heart that all the ordinances of the 
fullness of the gospel might also be administered unto 
father and mother Carter that they may sleep in peace.  

“In 1868, [Wilford Woodruff stated], ‘Those who have died 
without the gospel will have to receive the gospel in the 
spirit world from those who preach to the Spirits in Prison 
and those who dwell in the flesh will have to attend to all 
the ordinances of the gospel for and in their behalf by 
proxy and it will take 1,000 years…before the work will be 
finished attending to the all the ordinances for all the 
dead who have died without the gospel. 

“Little wonder that Brigham Young invited [Wilford 
Woodruff] to the dedicatory services in St. George in 
January and directed him to stay on after his return to 
Salt Lake in the spring of 1877 as the first president of 
the temple so as to oversee and implement such new 
practices as endowments for the dead.” (Bennett, Richard E. 
(2005) “Line upon Line, Precept upon Precept”: Reflections 
on the 1877 Commencement of the Performance of Endowments 
and Sealings of the Dead,” BYU Studies Quarterly: Vol. 44: 
Iss. 3, Article 4, 57-59). 
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Joseph Fielding Smith states, 

“Baptisms for the dead continued, under the direction of 
the Prophet, in the Nauvoo Temple from the time of the 
dedication of the font until our people were driven away 
from Nauvoo. 

“One of the first commandments he [Brigham Young] receive 
from the Lord, after entering the Salt Lake Valley, was to 
build a temple to the Lord’s name where these ordinances 
for the salvation of both the living and the dead could be 
preformed.  

“The first endowments for the dead in this dispensation 
were performed in the St. George Temple. Endowments for the 
living were performed in Nauvoo. Even as far back as the 
days of the Kirtland Temple a partial endowment was given 
for the living.” (Doctrines of Salvation, Vol. 2. Compiled 
by Bruce R. McConkie. Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1955, [20th 
Printing, 1978], 170-171). 

Jennifer Ann Markley states, 

“[The date for], proxy baptisms [in the St. George Temple 
was], January 9, 1877; Endowments for the living,  
January 11, 1877, and Proxy endowments, January 1877.” 
(Appendix 1: Temple Ordinance Chronology. Wilford 
Woodruff’s Witness: The Development of Temple Doctrine. 
Seattle, Washington: High Deseret Publishing, 2014, [Fourth 
Printing], 372). 
 
The addition of performing proxy endowments, opened the 
door for temple ordinances, including baptisms and 
endowments, to be completed for the dead as well as the 
living. The ordinances could now be performed by proxy for 
others than the individual’s ancestors. The work for which 
Elijah had restored the necessary keys could fully 
commence. 
 
Richard E. Bennett states, 
 
“By the end of 1877, 30,384 baptisms for the dead, 1166 
living endowments, and 13,160 endowments for the dead had 
been performed. Clearly the invitation and opportunity for 
attending the temple and renew the covenants of the 
endowment had struck a responsive chord among the Saints, 
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with over ten times as many receiving endowments for the 
dead as per those for the living. Temple attendance 
noticeably increased.” (Bennett, Richard E. (2005) “Line 
upon Line, Precept upon Precept”: Reflections on the 1877 
Commencement of the Performance of Endowments and Sealings 
of the Dead,” BYU Studies Quarterly: Vol. 44: Iss. 3, 
Article 4, 67). 
      
Our Heritage states, 
 
“From 1885 to 1900, many Church members served genealogical 
missions. They were invited to Salt Lake City to receive a 
blessing for their mission from a General Authority. They 
were also provided with a missionary card and a letter of 
appointment.” (Our Heritage. Salt Lake City: The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1996, 101-102). 
 
Russell M. Nelson states, 
 
“…Events of that historic year [1894] established family 
history research and temple service as one work in the 
Church.” (“The Spirit of Elijah,” in Ensign, November 1994, 
85). 
 
A. The Urgency of Temple Work for the Dead 
 
Our Heritage states, 
 
“In May 1884, Bishop Henry Ballard of the Logan Second Ward 
was signing temple recommends in his home [so that members 
of his ward could attend the temple]. Henry’s nine-year-old 
daughter, who was talking with friends on the sidewalk near 
her home, saw two elderly men approaching her. They called 
to her, handed her a newspaper, and told her to take it to 
her father. 
 
“The girl did as she was asked. Bishop Ballard saw that the 
paper, the Newbury Weekly News, published in England, 
contained the names of more than 60 of his and his father’s 
acquaintances, along with genealogical information. This 
newspaper, dated 15 May 1894, had been given to him only 
three days after it was printed. In a time long before air 
transportation, when mail took several weeks to get from 
England to western America, this was a miracle. 
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“The next day, Bishop Ballard took the newspaper to the 
temple and told the story of its arrival to Marriner W. 
Merrill, the temple president [of the Logan Temple]. 
President Merrill declared, ‘Brother Ballard, someone on 
the other side is anxious for their work to be done and 
they knew that you would do it if this paper got into your 
hands. This newspaper is preserved in the Church Historical 
Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.” (Our Heritage. Salt Lake 
City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
1996, 99). 
 
This is just one example of assistance provided in a 
miraculous manner to assist those who are endeavoring to 
gather information necessary to perform the ordinances for 
those who have passed through the veil without their temple 
work being completed. 
 
While Wilford Woodruff was serving as the President of the 
St. George Temple, he experienced a marvelous vision 
regarding the request of departed spirits who requested 
that he perform the necessary work for them.  
 
Wilford Woodruff states, 
 
“The spirits of the dead gathered around me, wanting to 
know why we did not redeem them. Said they, ‘You have had 
the use of the Endowment House [in Salt Lake City] for a 
number of years, and yet nothing has been done for us. We 
laid the foundation of the government you now enjoy, and 
we…remained true to it and were faithful to God.’ These 
were the signers of the Declaration of Independence [of the 
United States of America], and they waited on me for two 
days and two nights…I straightway went into the baptismal 
font and called upon Brother McAllister to baptize me for 
the signers of the Declaration of Independence, and fifty 
other eminent men [and women], making one hundred in all, 
including John Wesley, Columbus, and others.” (The 
Discourses of Wilford Woodruff. Edited by G. Homer Durham. 
Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1946, [Second Collector’s 
Edition Printing, 1995], 160-161). 
 
James G. Bleak, Clerk to Brigham Young states, 
 
“I was also present in the St. George Temple and witnessed 
the appearances of the Spirits of the Signers…the spirits 
of the President…And also others, such as Martin Luther and 
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John Wesley…who came to Wilford Woodruff and demanded that 
their baptism and endowments be done. Wilford Woodrufff was 
baptized for all of them. While I and Brothers J.D.T. 
McAllister and David H. Cannon (who were witnesses to the 
request) were endowed for them. These men…laid the 
foundation of this American Gov., and signed the 
Declaration of Independence and were the best spirits the 
God of Heaven could find on the face of the earth to 
perform this work. Martin Luther and John Wesley helped to 
release the people from their religious bondage that held 
them during the dark ages. They also prepared the people’s 
hearts so they would be ready to receive the restored 
gospel when the Lord sent it again to men on the earth.” 
(Personal journal of James Godson Beak-Chief Recorder of 
the St. George Temple). 
 
*What can we learn from these two reports? 
 
Those who are on the other side of the veil are aware of 
the work upon the earth. They are desirous and anxious that 
the work for them be completed since the necessary keys 
have been restored upon the earth. They are dependent upon 
us to be diligent in this work. 
 
Wilford Woodruff added, 
 
“For the last eighteen hundred years, the people who have 
lived and passed away never heard the voice of an inspired 
man, never heard a Gospel sermon, until they entered the 
spirit-world. Somebody has got to redeem them, by 
performing such ordinances for them in the flesh as they 
cannot attend to themselves in the spirit, and in order 
that this work may be done, we must have Temples in which 
to do it.” (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 19. London: Latter-
Day Saints’ Book Depot, 1878, [Eighth Reprint, 1974], 228-
229). 
 
B. The Need For Us To Be Sealed To Our Parents And 
   Ancestors 
 
During April 1894 General Conference, then President 
Wilford Woodruff announced that he had received a 
revelation regarding genealogical work. 
 
Wilford Woodruff states, 
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“[He declared that God wanted the Latter-day Saints] ‘to 
trace their genealogies as far as they can, and to be 
sealed to their fathers and mothers. Have the children 
sealed to their parents and run this chain through as far 
as you can get it…This is the will of the Lord to this 
people,’ he said, ‘and I think when you come to reflect 
upon it you will find it to be true.’ Latter-day Saints are 
still encouraged to seek out the records of their deceased 
ancestors and perform temple ordinances in their behalf.” 
(Our Heritage. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 1996, 101). 

*What does this revelation teach about families? 
 
In keeping with the plan established by our Heavenly 
Father, families that are established on earth, are to be 
forever. He has provided the way this can be accomplished 
in His Holy Temples. We are admonished through our leaders 
to do the work necessary so the work for the living and the 
dead can be fulfilled. 
 
*How does this revelation help fulfill the prophecy about 
 turning the hearts of the children to their fathers? 
 
When we understand that “fathers” signifies ancestors, and 
“children” refers to the living, we come to understand that 
one of the great works to be accomplished in these latter 
days is that the living will gather the names of their 
kindred dead and see that the necessary ordinances are done 
on behalf of their kindred dead. It is equally important 
the living receive the gospel themselves and through 
keeping sacred covenants, will marry in the Holy Temple, 
thereby initiating the beginning of their own eternal 
family. It is important that each link in the family chain 
is complete and strong.   
  
IV. President Joseph F. Smith: “The Eyes of My 
    Understanding Were Opened” 
 
Wilford Woodruff states, 
 
“President [Brigham] Young, who followed President Joseph 
Smith,…laid the foundation of [the Salt Lake Temple], as 
well as others in the mountains of Israel. What for? That 
we might carry out these principles of redemption for the 
dead. He [Brigham Young] accomplished all that God required 
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at his hands. But he did not receive all the revelations 
that belong to this work; neither did President [John] 
Taylor, nor has Wilford Woodruff.” (The Discourses of 
Wilford Woodruff. Edited by G. Homer Durham. Salt Lake 
City: Bookcraft, 1946, [Second Collector’s Edition 
Printing, 1995], 153-154). 
 
Joseph F. Smith served as the sixth President and Prophet 
of the Church from 1901 to 1918. It was during the last 
months of his life that he received a revelation that 
helped to further move the work of redeeming the dead 
forward.  
 
Joseph F. Smith states, 
 
“[On 4 October 1918, just weeks before his death, he said 
in the General Conference of the Church], ‘I have been 
undergoing a siege of very serious illness for the last 
five months. …I have not lived alone these five months. I 
have dwelt in the spirit of prayer, of supplication, of 
faith and of determination; and I have had my communication 
with the Spirit of the Lord continuously.” (Conference 
Report, October 1918, 2). 
 
Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel Doctrine 
Teacher’s Manual states by way of explanation, 
 
“The day before President Smith made…[the above statement], 
he had received a revelation that would expand the Saints’ 
understanding of the redemption of the dead. This 
revelation is now section 138 of the Doctrine and 
Covenants. It is a record of the Savior’s visit to the 
spirit world while His body was in the tomb. 
 
“[Prior to his receiving this revelation], He was pondering 
the scriptures and the Atonement of Jesus Christ. As he 
pondered, he was led to read 1 Peter, [Chapters] 3 and 4, 
which include information about Jesus’ ministry in the 
postmortal spirit world.” (Doctrine and Covenants and 
Church History Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake 
City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
1999, 230). 
  
We will now examine several verses of Doctrine and 
Covenants 138, in an effort to increase our understanding 
of this revelation. 
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The Savior went to the spirits who: 
 
“a. Had been faithful in the testimony of Jesus while they 
    [had] lived in mortality.” 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 138:12 [underline added] 
 

12 And there were gathered together in one place an 
innumerable company of the spirits of the just, who 
had been faithful in the testimony of Jesus while they 
lived in mortality; 

”b. Had offered sacrifice in the similitude of the great 
    sacrifice of the Son of God.” 

Doctrine and Covenants 138:13 [underline added] 

13 And who had offered sacrifice in the similitude of 
the great sacrifice of the Son of God, and had 
suffered tribulation in their Redeemer's name. 

“c. Had suffered tribulation in their Redeemer’s name.” 

Doctrine and Covenants 138:13 

13 …and had suffered tribulation in their Redeemer's 
name. 

“d. Had departed the mortal life, firm in the hope of a 
    glorious resurrection, through the grace of God the 
    Father and his Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ.” 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 138:14 [underline added] 
 

14 All these had departed the mortal life, firm in the 
hope of a glorious resurrection, through the grace of 
God the Father and his Only Begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

“e. Were filled with joy and gladness, and were rejoicing 
    together because the day of their deliverance was at 
    hand.” 
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Doctrine and Covenants 138:15 [underline added] 
 

15 I beheld that they were filled with joy and 
gladness, and were rejoicing together because the day 
of their deliverance was at hand. 

(a-e Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel 
Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake City: The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999, 230). 

The Savior did not go: 

“a. Unto the wicked…among the ungodly…unrepentant…[nor] the 
 rebellious who [had] rejected the testimonies and warning 
 of the ancient prophets…and the disobedient.” 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 138:20-21, 29 [underline added] 

20 But unto the wicked he did not go, and among the 
ungodly and the unrepentant who had defiled themselves 
while in the flesh, his voice was not raised; 
21 Neither did the rebellious who rejected the 
testimonies and the warnings of the ancient prophets 
behold his presence, nor look upon his face. 

29 …the Lord went not in person among the wicked and 
the disobedient who had rejected the truth, to teach 
them. 
 

 The Savior did: 

“a. Organized the righteous spirits and commissioned them 
    to go forth…[to those who] were in darkness. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 138:30 [underline added] 
 

30 But behold, from among the righteous, he organized 
his forces and appointed messengers, clothed with 
power and authority, and commissioned them to go forth 
and carry the light of the gospel to them that were in 
darkness, even to all the spirits of men; and thus was 
the gospel preached to the dead. 

 
 “b. Sent chosen messengers…to declare the acceptable day 
     of the Lord and proclaim liberty to the captives who 
     were bound, even unto all who would repent of their 
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     sins and receive the gospel…or in transgression, 
     having rejected the prophets.” 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 138:31-32 [underline added] 
 

31 And the chosen messengers went forth to declare the 
acceptable day of the Lord and proclaim liberty to the 
captives who were bound, even unto all who would 
repent of their sins and receive the gospel. 
32 Thus was the gospel preached to those who had died 
in their sins, without a knowledge of the truth, or in 
transgression, having rejected the prophets. 
 

 “c. The messengers taught the first principles of the 
     gospel as well as other principles necessary to 
     qualify those in the Spirit world to be judged 
     according to men in the flesh.” 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 138:33-34 [underline added] 
 

33 These were taught faith in God, repentance from 
sin, vicarious baptism for the remission of sins, the 
gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, 
34 And all other principles of the gospel that were 
necessary for them to know in order to qualify 
themselves that they might be judged according to men 
in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 

 “d. Spent His time…instructing and preparing the faithful 
     spirits of the prophets who had testified of Him in 
     the flesh…so they…[could] carry the message of 
     redemption unto all the dead, unto whom he could not 
     go personally…that they through the ministration of 
     his servants might also hear his words.” 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 138:36-37 

36 Thus was it made known that our Redeemer spent his 
time during his sojourn in the world of spirits, 
instructing and preparing the faithful spirits of the 
prophets who had testified of him in the flesh;  
37 That they might carry the message of redemption 
unto all the dead, unto whom he could not go 
personally, because of their rebellion and 
transgression, that they through the ministration of 
his servants might also hear his words. 
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(a-d Added by author of lesson). 

*Who preaches the gospel in the spirit world today? 
 
The faithful priesthood holders who died true to the faith.  
 
Doctrine and Covenants 138:57 [underline added] 

57 I beheld that the faithful elders of this 
dispensation, when they depart from mortal life, 
continue their labors in the preaching of the gospel 
of repentance and redemption, through the sacrifice of 
the Only Begotten Son of God, among those who are in 
darkness and under the bondage of sin in the great 
world of the spirits of the dead. 

As we review the following verses from Doctrine and 
Covenants 138, look for differences between those in the 
spirit world who have been faithful in the testimony of 
Jesus, and those who have not. 

Doctrine and Covenants 138:22-24, 57-59 [underline added] 

22 Where these were, darkness reigned, but among the 
righteous there was peace; 
23 And the saints rejoiced in their redemption, and 
bowed the knee and acknowledged the Son of God as 
their Redeemer and Deliverer from death and the chains 
of hell. 
24 Their countenances shone, and the radiance from the 
presence of the Lord rested upon them, and they sang 
praises unto his holy name. 

57 I beheld that the faithful elders of this 
dispensation, when they depart from mortal life, 
continue their labors in the preaching of the gospel 
of repentance and redemption, through the sacrifice of 
the Only Begotten Son of God, among those who are in 
darkness and under the bondage of sin in the great 
world of the spirits of the dead. 
58 The dead who repent will be redeemed, through 
obedience to the ordinances of the house of God, 
59 And after they have paid the penalty of their 
transgressions, and are washed clean, shall receive a 
reward according to their works, for they are heirs of 
salvation. 
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*What do these verses tell us about the importance of 
 teaching the gospel in the spirit world? 

It is only when those who were in darkness and in the 
bondage of sin, received the gospel, including the 
testimony of Jesus Christ and repentance, that they were 
then redeemed. They were washed clean, the darkness which 
they experienced was lifted, and they received their 
reward. 

*How do these verses make you feel about your 
 responsibility to provide priesthood ordinances for the 
 dead? 

Even when those who were wicked receive the message of the 
gospel and make the necessary changes in their lives, they 
must remain in spirit prison, until the necessary 
ordinances have been completed on earth. I have the 
responsibility, and blessing, to assist them by seeing that 
their ordinances are performed. Then they will be able to 
continue their eternal progression.   

I have had the privilege to do the temple work for those 
who have died whom I did not know. In contrast, I have had 
the opportunity to complete the work for those who are my 
ancestors. It is a great blessing to do the work, but it 
increases when you know that they are part of your family 
history. 

V. President Gordon B. Hinckley: “We Are Determined…To Take 
   the Temples To The People” 

President Gordon B. Hinckley was sustained as the fifteenth 
President and Prophet of Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints on March 12, 1995. At the time he became 
President of the Church, there were 47 temples in 
operation. 

Joseph F. Smith became the sixth prophet of the Church in 
1901. “At a conference in Bern, Switzerland, he stretched 
out his hand and declared, ‘the time will come when this 
land will be dotted with temples, where you can go and 
redeem your dead…President Smith lived to dedicate land for 
a temple in Cardston, Alberta, Canada, in 1913, and for a 
temple in Hawaii in 1915.” (Our Heritage. Salt Lake City: 
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The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1996, 
106). 

In October Conference 1997, Gordon B. Hinckley states,  

“I believe that no member of the Church has received the 
ultimate which this Church has to give until he or she had 
received his temple blessings in the house of the Lord.  

“Accordingly, we are doing all that we know how to do to 
expedite the construction of these sacred buildings and 
make the blessings received therein more generally 
available. He [then] named several temples that were in 
various stages of planning and construction, and then he 
made an announcement that would change the lives of people 
all over the world: 

“There are many areas of Church that are remote, where the 
membership is small and not likely to grow very much in the 
near future. Are those who live in these places to be 
denied forever the blessings of the temple ordinances? 
While visiting such an area a few months ago, we 
prayerfully pondered this question. The answer, we believe, 
came bright and clear. 

“We will construct small temples in some of these 
areas…They [will] be built to temple standards, which are 
much higher than meetinghouse standards. They [will] 
accommodate baptisms for the dead, the endowment service, 
sealings, and all other ordinances to be had in the Lord’s 
house for both the living and the dead.” (Teachings of the 
Presidents of the Church: Gordon B. Hinckley. Salt Lake 
City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
2016, 309). 

Six months after announcing the plan to build smaller 
temples [April Conference 1998], President Hinckley made 
another significant announcement. 

Gordon B. Hinckley states, 

“We have travelled far out among the membership of the 
Church. I have been with many who have very little of this 
world’s goods. But they have in their hearts a great 
burning faith concerning this latter-day work. They love 
the Church. They love the gospel. They love the Lord and 
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want to do His will. They are paying their tithing, modest 
as it is. They make tremendous sacrifices to visit the 
temples. They travel for days at a time in cheap buses and 
on old boats. They save their money and do without to make 
it all possible. 

“They need nearby temples—-small, serviceable temples. 
Accordingly, I take this opportunity to announce to the 
entire Church a program to construct some 30 smaller 
temples immediately… 

“This will be a tremendous undertaking. Nothing even 
approaching it has ever been tried before…This will make a 
total of 47 new temples in addition to the 51 now in 
operation. I think we had better add 2 more to make it an 
even 100 by the end of this century, being 2,000 years 
‘since the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in 
the flesh’ (D&C 20:1). In this program we are moving on a 
scale the likes of which we have never seen before. 

On October 1, 2000, President Hinckley dedicated the Boston 
Massachusetts Temple, the 100th temple in operation. Before 
the end of the year, he dedicated two temples in Brazil. 
And when he died on January 27, 2008, the Church had 124 
temples in operation, with 13 more announced. Of the 124 
operating temples, President Hinckley had participated in 
the planning and construction of most of them and had 
personally dedicated 85 of them.” (Teachings of the 
Presidents of the Church: Gordon B. Hinckley. Salt Lake 
City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
2016, 310-311).  

As monumental as the increase of the building of these 
temples was, and no prior President of the Church had 
presided over such an increase of temples construction in 
such a brief period of time, he reminded us all of why we 
build temples. 

Gordon B. Hinckley states, 

“What a magnificently beautiful building…[this]is [San 
Diego Temple]. But with all the beauty of that building, 
that structure is only a means to an end and not an end in 
itself. That facility was erected and dedicated for the 
performance of the sacred ordinances which the Lord has 
revealed in this time.” (Teachings of the Presidents of the 
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Church: Gordon B. Hinckley. Salt Lake City: The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2016, 311). 

With the increase of the number of temples and their being 
located closer to the members of the Church, the work 
regarding the redemption of the dead has increased 
exponentially. How blessed we are to live upon the earth 
when the opportunity to do the work to bring about the 
redemption of the dead has become possible to so many. 

I have personally been blessed by the increase in the 
number of smaller temples. For several years, we travelled 
to the Los Angeles Temple. The trip often took in excess of 
an hour and a half, one-way, depending on traffic. I 
realize that must sound like a short time in comparison to 
those who travel in excess of 2-3 hours or even more! Can 
you imagine my delight, however, when a temple was built 
just 15 minutes from my home! Since its dedication, I have 
been privileged to serve in the temple on a regular basis. 
Because it is so close, I have felt an additional 
responsibility to attend more often hoping that maybe my 
service, in some small way, will compensate others who are 
not able to yet do so. 

May we each do our part to seek out our ancestors and do 
the work for them as well as others. This is our blessing 
as well as our responsibility. 

VI. Conclusions     

As we addressed the importance of the work for the 
redemption of the dead, we are reminded of the preparatory 
work that has occurred. It was essential in providing a 
foundation upon which this great work could go forth. 

Upon the separation of our body from our spirits, we next 
take up our residence in the Spirit World. For those who 
are righteous and made important choices, it will be a 
place of peace and rest. For others, especially the  
wicked, it will a time of remorse and disappointment.  

Is there no hope for those who did not have a full 
opportunity to hear and receive the teachings of Jesus 
Christ? What of those who came to recognize their poor 
choices? Is repentance possible? The resounding answer is 
“Yes.” 
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Elijah: “The Keys Of This Kingdom Are Committed Into Your 
Hands:” The first of four prophets who played an important 
role in the redemption of the dead is Elijah. He appeared 
to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery in the Kirtland Temple 
on April 3, 1836, following the dedication of the temple. 
(see D&C 110:13-16.). He restored to the Prophet Joseph 
Smith the necessary keys of the sealing power of the 
priesthood. This made “possible eternal marriage, sealings 
to one’s parents, and temple ordinance work for the living 
and dead.” (Doctrine and Covenants and Church History 
Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake City: The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999, 228). 

The appearance of Elijah to restore essential keys was 
prophesied by the angel Moroni. This occurred on  
September 21, 1823, during his visit to Joseph Smith. (see 
PGP, Joseph Smith—-History 1:29-30, 36, 38-39.) 

President Wilford Woodruff: “Somebody Has Got To Redeem 
Them:” Wilford Woodruff had a strong interest in the work 
of redeeming the dead and sealing his family for eternity. 
Because of his interest and concern regarding the 
redemption of the dead, Brigham Young called him to preside 
over the newly built temple in St. George, Utah. It will be 
here, for the first time in this dispensation, the 
endowments for the dead will be authorized. By proxy, the 
work for all those who were in the Spirit World commenced. 

In 1894, family history research and temple service was 
seen as one work in the Church. On-going missionary work 
for the living was now joined by missionary work for the 
dead. 
 
The work of the dead was hastened by miracles that occurred 
to those involved in family research. One special event 
occurred in the St. George Temple as signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, among others, appeared to 
Wilford Woodruff. They requested of him to do the temple 
work on their behalf. 

During the April 1894 General Conference of the Church, 
then President Woodruff shared a revelation he had received 
regarding the importance of genealogical work. Members were 
directed to do the research necessary to link their family 
to the preceding generations. They were directed to ensure 
the sealing of children to their parents and ancestors. 
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President Joseph F. Smith: “The Eyes Of My Understanding 
Were Opened:” During the latter days of his life, Joseph F. 
Smith, the sixth President of the Church experienced a 
vision of the Spirit World and the Savior’s visit. In this 
revelation, now Doctrine and Covenants, Section 138, we 
learned important truths regarding the work the Savior 
accomplished. 

He had gone to the Spirit World in order to organize the 
missionary work among those in the Spirit Prison as He 
could not personally visit them. He gave instructions to 
others who had been faithful on earth to visit these 
captive spirits. While there, they were to instruct them 
regarding the principles of the gospel. As they accepted 
these truths, and the work was done for them on earth, they 
could then commence their eternal progression and receive 
their reward.  

President Gordon B. Hinckley: “We Are Determined To Take 
The Temple To The People:” It was during the period of 
service of President Hinckley, the number of temples, 
worldwide greatly increased. In 1995, at the beginning of 
his term, there were only 47 temples. During a two-year 
span [1998-2000], an additional 49 temple were built. At 
the time of his death, January 27, 2008, there were 124 
temples in operation, with an additional 13 more announced. 
He understood and state, “the [temple] structure was only a 
means to an end…it was erected and dedicated for the 
performance of sacred ordinances.” (Teachings of the 
Presidents of the Church: Gordon B. Hinckley. Salt Lake 
City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
2016, 311). 

The work of the Prophets: Elijah, Wilford Woodruff, Joseph 
F. Smith, and Gordon B. Hinckley, resulted in furthering 
the work of the redemption of the dead. The work of 
redeeming the dead has served to part the veil between the 
dead and the living. 

Our next lesson [D&C#40] will address the many different 
ways that members of the Church can participate in family 
history and temple work. As they do so, they will find 
great joy and happiness.     

 


