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I. Introduction 
 
Many in the Church are familiar with the early missionary 
efforts of Samuel Smith, brother of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. He may have been the first missionary of the Church. 
Our focus is, however, not upon the missionary efforts of 
Samuel Smith, but upon one of his reluctant investigators.  
His name is Brigham Young. 
   
Our Heritage states, 
 
“…the Book of Mormon was made available to the public at 
the E.B. Grandin Bookstore on 26 March 1830. [Samuel Smith 
obtained some copies, placed them in his knapsack and 
proceeded to share them with those who lived in the area.] 
 
“In April 1830, he visited the Tomlinson Inn in the 
township of Mendon, New York. There he sold a copy of the 
book to a young man named Phinehas Young, brother of 
Brigham Young. 
 
“In June, he retraced his steps, this time placing a copy 
of the Book of Mormon in the home of John P. Greene, at 
Bloomfield, New York. John had married Rhoda Young, sister 
of Brigham Young. John Young, father of Brigham, next came 
in contact with the book, took it home, and read it 
through. He said that “it was the greatest work and the 
clearest of error of anything he had ever seen, the Bible 
not excepted.” 
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“Although Brigham Young had been exposed to the contents of 
the book since the spring of 1830 by both family members 
and missionaries, he needed time to investigate it 
thoroughly. He stated:  
 

‘I examined the matter studiously for two years before 
I made up my mind to receive that book. I knew it was 
true, as well as I knew that I could see with my eyes, 
or feel by the touch of my fingers, or be sensible of 
the demonstration of any senses. Had not this been the 
case, I never would have embraced it to this day…I 
wished time sufficient to prove all things for 
myself.’ 
 
Brigham Young was baptized on 14 April 1832.” (Our 
Heritage. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 1996, 11). 

 
It took two years for Brigham Young to receive a witness of 
the truthfulness of the Book of Mormon and the restoration 
of the Gospel. However, once he knew it was true, he could 
not contain his testimony within himself. He had to share 
it with others. 
 
Lisa Olsen Tait and Chad M. Orton state, 
 
“[Brigham Young states], I wanted to thunder and roar out 
the gospel to the nations…it burned in my bones like fire 
pent up. Although this required arduous travel, often in 
the face of poverty, sickness, and harsh weather, Brigham 
went willingly.” (“Take Special Care of Your Family,” in 
Revelations in Context: The Stories Behind the Sections of 
the Doctrine and Covenants. Salt Lake City: The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2016, 243). 
 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Crag J. Ostler state, 
 
“Recounting his experience in those early days Brigham 
Young said, ‘I came into this Church in the spring of 1832. 
[On his own initiative, Brigham committed himself to a 
series of proselyting missions. see Susan Evans McCloud.  
Brigham Young: An Inspiring Personal Biography. American 
Fork, Utah: Covenant Communications, Inc., 1996, 39]. 
Previous to my being baptized, I took a mission to Canada 
at my own expense; and from the time that I was baptized 
until the day of our sorrow and affliction, at the 



3 

 

martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum, no summer passed over my 
head but what I was traveling and preaching,… 
 
“I have traveled and preached, and at the same time 
sustained my family by my labor and economy.” (Revelations 
of the Restoration. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 2000, 
991). 
 
Brigham Young did not let his fear of public speaking 
prevent him from sharing the gospel. 
 
Leonard J. Arrington quotes Brigham Young, 
 

“[After I was baptized into the Restored Church] I 
wanted to thunder and roar out the Gospel to the 
nations. It burned in my bones like fire pent up, so I 
[commenced] to preach the Gospel of life to the 
people…Nothing would satisfy me but to cry abroad to 
the world, what the Lord was doing in the latter 
days…I had to go and preach, lest my bones should 
consume within me. 
 
“I made up my mind to declare the things that I 
understood, fearless of friends and threats, and 
regardless of caresses. They were nothing to me, for 
it was my duty to rise before a congregation of 
strangers and say that the Lord lives, that He has 
revealed Himself in this our day, that He has given to 
us a Prophet, and brought forth the new and 
everlasting covenant for the restoration of Israel, 
and if that was all I could say, I must be just as 
satisfied as though I could get up and talk for 
hours…Had it not been for this feeling, nothing could 
have induced me to have become a public speaker.” 

(Brigham Young: American Moses. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1985, 31).   

 
Many can relate to Brigham Young’s conversion. He did not 
immediately embrace the truth of the gospel though he had 
opportunities provided by family members as well as 
missionaries. He knew that he would be called upon to share 
the gospel with others, but he was not by nature 
comfortable as a public speaker. It was, however, the 
witness of the Holy Ghost that testified to him of the 
truthfulness of the gospel. Once he knew it was true, he 
felt a desire, even before his baptism, to share his 
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witness with others. Upon feeling the spirit, he was no 
longer reluctant, but anxiously committed to sharing the 
truth. His challenge was, as members, also our challenge.  
 
II. The Church Is Coming Forth Out of Obscurity 
 
Spencer W. Kimball states, 
 
“When I read Church history, I am amazed at the boldness of 
the early brethren as they went out into the world. They 
seemed to find a way…As early as 1837 the Twelve were in 
England fighting Satan, in Tahiti in 1844, Australia in 
1851, Iceland [in] 1853, Italy [in] 1850, and also in 
Switzerland, Germany, Tonga, Turkey, Mexico, Japan, 
Czechoslovakia, China, Samoa, New Zealand, South America, 
France, and Hawaii in 1850…Much of this early proselyting 
was done while the leaders were climbing the Rockies and 
planting the sod and starting their homes. It is faith and 
super faith.” (“When the World Will Be Converted,” in 
Ensign, October 1974, 6). 
 
Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel Doctrine 
Teacher’s Manual states, 
 
“This year’s…study has shown how the Church began as a 
small group of people who were little known. The Church has 
now grown to include members in almost every country of the 
world. This dramatic increase in membership and visibility 
would have been difficult during the Church’s early days of 
struggle, persecution, and poverty. But the Lord revealed 
the marvelous destiny of His Church through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith.” (Doctrine and Covenants and Church History 
Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake City: The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999, 238). 
 
Joseph Smith understood the destiny of the Church and the 
foundation they were laying in the early days of the Church 
for he had seen it in a vision.  
 
Wilford Woodruff reports, 
 
“During a priesthood meeting at Kirtland, Ohio, in April 
1834, the Prophet tried to awaken the brethren to a 
realization of the future state of God’s kingdom on earth: 
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“The Prophet [Joseph Smith] called on all who held the 
Priesthood to gather into the little log school house they 
had there. It was a small house, perhaps 14 feet square. 
But it held the whole of the priesthood of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints who were then in the town 
of Kirtland…When we got together the Prophet called upon 
the Elders of Israel with him to bear testimony of this 
work…When they got through the Prophet said: 
 

“Brethren, I have been very much edified and 
instructed in your testimonies here tonight, but I 
want to say to you before the Lord, that you know no 
more concerning the destinies of this Church and 
kingdom than a babe upon its mother’s lap. You don’t 
comprehend it. 
 

“I was rather surprised. 
 
“He said, 
 

“It is only a little handful of Priesthood you see 
here tonight, but this Church will fill North and 
South America—-it will fill the world.” (Teaching of 

the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith. Salt Lake City: 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2007, 
137). 
 
The following scriptures from the Doctrine and Covenants 
addressed the destiny of the Church. 
 
“a. Those called by God to lead His Church would have power 
    to bring it forth out of obscurity.” 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 1:30 
 

30 And also those to whom these commandments were 
given, might have power to lay the foundation of this 
church, and to bring it forth out of obscurity and out 
of darkness, the only true and living church upon the 
face of the whole earth, with which I, the Lord, am 
well pleased, speaking unto the church collectively 
and not individually-— 

“b. The gospel will roll forth until it has filled the 
    whole earth. Those who receive it will be prepared for 
    the Second Coming of the Savior. 
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Doctrine and Covenants 65:1-6 

1 Hearken, and lo, a voice as of one sent down from on 
high, who is mighty and powerful, whose going forth is 
unto the ends of the earth, yea, whose voice is unto 
men—-Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight. 
2 The keys of the kingdom of God are committed unto 
man on the earth, and from thence shall the gospel 
roll forth unto the ends of the earth, as the stone 
which is cut out of the mountain without hands shall 
roll forth, until it has filled the whole earth. 
3 Yea, a voice crying-—Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
prepare ye the supper of the Lamb, make ready for the 
Bridegroom. 
4 Pray unto the Lord, call upon his holy name, make 
known his wonderful works among the people. 
5 Call upon the Lord, that his kingdom may go forth 
upon the earth, that the inhabitants thereof may 
receive it, and be prepared for the days to come, in 
the which the Son of Man shall come down in heaven, 
clothed in the brightness of his glory, to meet the 
kingdom of God which is set up on the earth. 
6 Wherefore, may the kingdom of God go forth, that the 
kingdom of heaven may come, that thou, O God, mayest 
be glorified in heaven so on earth, that thine enemies 
may be subdued; for thine is the honor, power and 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

“c. The Church will fill the whole earth. It will come out 
    of the wilderness and ‘shine forth…clear as the sun.” 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 109:72-74 [underline added] 
 

72 Remember all thy church, O Lord, with all their 
families, and all their immediate connections, with 
all their sick and afflicted ones, with all the poor 
and meek of the earth; that the kingdom, which thou 
hast set up without hands, may become a great mountain 
and fill the whole earth; 
73 That thy church may come forth out of the 
wilderness of darkness, and shine forth fair as the 
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with 
banners; 
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74 And be adorned as a bride for that day when thou 
shalt unveil the heavens, and cause the mountains to 
flow down at thy presence, and the valleys to be 
exalted, the rough places made smooth; that thy glory 
may fill the earth; 

Joseph Smith states, 

“No unhallowed hand can stop the work from progressing; 
persecution may rage; mobs may combine, armies may 
assemble, calumny [false and malicious statements] may 
defame [attack or injure reputation of individual], but the 
truth of God will go forth boldly, nobly, and independent, 
till it has penetrated every continent, visited every 
clime, swept every country, and sounded in every ear, till 
the purposes of God shall be accomplished, and the Great 
Jehovah shall say the work is done.” (History of the 
Church, Vol. 4. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1951, 
[Second Edition Revised, 1969], 540). 

*In what ways is the Church coming out of obscurity 
 throughout the world? 

The ever increasing missionary work that has expanded into 
an greater number of countries; the availability of General 
Conference to a increased number of people through the 
internet; the visibility of the Church’s volunteers as they 
respond to those experiencing natural disasters, and the 
Church’s website available as a source of information to 
those who have questions, are just a few of the resources  
that have resulted in an increase in the knowledge of the 
Church and its beliefs across the continents. 

III. Latter-Day Prophets Have Challenged Us To Take the 
     Gospel to the World 
 
It is not only the increase in the number of full-time 
missionaries who have accepted the call to serve missions, 
but the joint participation of the members who help move 
the work forward. 
 
While all the latter-day prophets have addressed the 
importance of missionary work, beginning with Joseph Smith, 
it was the prophet David O. McKay who even yet is noted for 
his emphasis on “Every member a missionary.” 
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The importance of missionary work may have been planted 
early in his life as he was only eight years old, when his 
father answered the call to serve a mission to the British 
Isles. When his father expressed concern regarding the care 
of the farm and the family in his absence, his wife assured 
him, “You need not worry about me. David O. and I will 
manage things nicely.” It was the faith and dedication of 
his parents that nourished his commitment to serve the 
Lord. In 1906, at the age of 32, he was called to serve in 
the Council of the Twelve. He served in [the] Quorum of the 
Twelve or in the First Presidency for 45 years, before 
being called to be the President of the Church.  
 
In 1952, in order to increase the effectiveness of 
missionary work, a system of seven discussions was 
developed to be used by missionaries throughout the world. 
As a result of this program, the number of converts 
increased dramatically.  
 
As the members of the Church were called to serve in the 
military, they also became participants with the 
missionaries. In 1967, the work in Korea was so successful 
that the Book of Mormon was translated into the Korean 
language. (see Our Heritage. Salt Lake City: The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1996, 115-117). 
 
Spencer W. Kimball was called to be the Prophet and 
President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints in 1973. As he had suffered with poor health for an 
extended period of time, many questioned the length of his 
service. Some even anticipated that the Church may reduce 
its pace regarding its forward progress. As President 
Kimball delivered his first address to the Church’s 
Regional representatives all doubt was removed.  
 
Our Heritage states, 
 
“A participant in the meeting recalled that only moments 
after the talk began, ‘we became alert to an astonishing 
spiritual presence, and we realized that we were listening 
to something unusual, powerful, different…It was as if he 
were drawing back the curtains that covered the purpose of 
the Almighty and inviting us to view with him the destiny 
of the gospel and the vision of its ministry.’ 
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“President Kimball showed the leaders ‘how the Church was 
not fully living in the faithfulness that the Lord expects 
of His people, and that, to a certain degree, we had 
settled into a spirit of complacency and satisfaction with 
things as they were. It was at that moment that he sounded 
the now famous slogan, ‘We must lengthen our stride.’ He 
admonished his audience to increase their commitment to 
proclaiming the gospel to the nations of the earth. He also 
called for a large increase in the number of missionaries 
who could serve in their own countries. 
 
“Under President Kimball’s dynamic leadership, [1973-1985],  
many more members served full-time missions, and the Church 
moved forward throughout the world.” (Our Heritage. Salt 
Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
1996, 125). 
 
In 1995, Gordon B. Hinckley was called to be the Fifteenth 
Prophet and President of the Church. [He directed the 
Church from 1995 to 2008.] In his October 1997 conference 
address he taught the responsibility of the members 
regarding bringing to pass the vision of the gospel filling 
the whole earth.  
 
Gordon B. Hinckley states, 
 
“Now, what of the future? What of the years that lie ahead? 
It looks promising indeed. People are beginning to see us 
for what we are and for the values we espouse… 
 
“If we go forward, never losing sight of our goal, speaking 
ill of no one, living the great principles we know to be 
true, this cause will roll on in majesty and power to fill 
the whole earth. Doors now closed to the preaching of the 
gospel will be opened. The Almighty, if necessary, may have 
to shake the nations to humble them and cause them to 
listen to the servants of the living God. Whatever is 
necessary will come to pass. 
 
“The key to the great challenges facing us and to the 
success of the work will be the faith of all who call 
themselves Latter-day Saints…A divine mandate rests heavily 
upon us. We cannot run from it. We cannot avoid it.” (“Look 
to the Future,” in Ensign, November 1997, 68). 
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In October, 2012, General Conference, Prophet and President 
Thomas A. Monson, stated, 
 
“Effective immediately, all worthy and able young men who 
have graduated from high school or its equivalent, 
regardless of where they live, will have the option of 
being recommended for missionary service beginning at the 
age of 18, instead of age 19…[and] able, worthy young women 
who have the desire to serve may be recommended for 
missionary service beginning at age 19, instead of age 21…” 
(“Welcome to Conference,” in Ensign, November 2012, 4-5). 
 
Casey Paul Griffiths, Susan Easton Black, and Mary Jane 
Woodger state, 
 
“A year later [2013], the number of full-time missionaries 
serving had increased from 58,500 in October 2012 to  
80, 333…It is too soon to fully measure the effects of the 
missionary age change, but there is no doubt it has already 
made a significant impact on the missionary work of the 
Church.” (What You Don’t Know About the 100 Most Important 
Events in Church History. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 
2016, 307-308). 
 
Henry B. Eyring states, 

“Whatever our age, capacity, church calling, or location, 
we are as one called to the work to help Him in His harvest 
of souls.” (“We Are One,” in Ensign, May, 2013, 62). 

IV. “Every Member A Missionary” 

*What do the following passages teach about our 
 responsibility to share the gospel? 

Doctrine and Covenants 1:4-5 [underline added] 

4 And the voice of warning shall be unto all people, 
by the mouths of my disciples, whom I have chosen in 
these last days. 
5 And they shall go forth and none shall stay them, 
for I the Lord have commanded them. 
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Doctrine and Covenants 88:81 [underline added] 

81 Behold, I sent you out to testify and warn the 
people, and it becometh every man who hath been warned 
to warn his neighbor. 

In Doctrine and Covenants 1:4-5, we learn that all of my 
disciples are to go forth and none will stay or prevent 
them. They are to share a voice of warning to the people of 
the world.  

In Doctrine and Covenants 88, we learn that those who have 
been warned or been taught the principles of the gospel are 
to share this message with their neighbor. “My neighbor,” 
would include all within our sphere of influence, extending 
out from the members of my own family. 

The following is a list of ways we might assist the 
missionary work: 

“A. Prepare To Serve A Full-Time Mission.” 

Spencer W. Kimball states, [underline added] 

“When I asked for more missionaries, I am not asking for 
more testimony-barren or unworthy missionaries. I am asking 
that we start earlier and train our missionaries better in 
every branch and every ward in the world…Young people 
[should] understand that it is a great privilege to go on a 
mission and that they must be physically well, mentally 
well, spiritually well, and that ‘the Lord cannot look upon 
sin with the least degree of allowance’ [D&C 1:31].” (“When 
the World Will Be Converted,” in Ensign, October, 1974, 7).  

*How can parents and other adults help young people prepare 
 to be full-time missionaries? 
 
Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel Doctrine 
Teacher’s Manual states, 
 
“[Helpful preparation may include:] (1) Teaching them to be 
worthy and ready for a mission call at the proper time;  
(2) Sharing mission experiences with them; (3) Teaching 
them of the joys and blessings of missionary work;  
(4) Telling conversion stories of their own ancestors;  



12 

 

(5) Starting missionary funds for them; and, (6) Teaching 
them how to work hard.” (Doctrine and Covenants and Church 
History Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake City: 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999, 240, 
numbers added). 
 
I would add the following: Have periodic Family Home 
Evenings focusing on missionary service. Invite the full-
time missionaries to come to your home for a Q&A regarding 
missionary work. Read the Book of Mormon as a family. Talk 
about when they serve a mission, rather than if. Talk about 
those who have served missions in your family or others 
whom they would know.  
 
Don’t be discouraged if your son or daughter doesn’t seem 
be to excited about serving a mission. As we would sing the 
primary song during Family Home Evenings, we changed the 
words to say, “I hope they call [son’s name] on a mission.” 
Our daughter would always say, “I’m not going on a 
mission.” She graduated from high school and then began 
attending a Single’s Ward. One night she came home and 
announced she had a new call at Church that I would never 
guess. It turned out she had been called to serve as a Ward 
Missionary! Partly out of duty, she accepted the call. She 
put her heart into it and the Spirit blessed her. One day, 
she came home and said, “I want to serve a mission.” Her 
convert mother and her prior missionary father could hardly 
contain themselves. I would not have guessed she would have 
wanted to serve, but the Lord knew her. He gave her the 
opportunity to learn about the joys and blessings of 
missionary service by first calling her to serve as a ward 
missionary. I will forever be grateful to a Bishop who was 
sensitive to the Spirit. 
 
*What challenges do youth face as they prepare to serve 
 full-time missions? 
 
A delay in completing their education or becoming employed 
and independent; leaving home and loved ones, including 
girlfriends and boyfriends; risking they may be called to a 
strange land, and possibly sacrificing a sports 
scholarship; are some of the challenges youth face. 
 
*How can they overcome these challenges? 
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They include blessings of maturity; developing important 
life benefiting traits, including persistence, sacrifice, 
and trustworthiness; and, learning to live in close 
proximity with someone who is different from you. Most 
important, the Lord has asked you to serve and He will 
bless you for your service in ways you cannot now imagine. 
The increased understanding I received regarding the 
principles of the gospel and the strengthening of my 
testimony was one of the greatest blessings I received. For 
me, to be able to serve the Lord, 24/7, for 30 months, was 
a time of the most unselfish service I have ever given 
during my membership in the Church. It helped me to 
understand what is really important in life.   
 
*What challenges do older members face as they prepare to 
 serve full-time missions? 
 
Leaving home and their grandchildren; missing friends; 
health issues that may limit not only where, but how they 
can serve; financial issues; feelings of inadequacy; and, 
trusting the care of your home to someone else, are just a 
few of the challenges for senior couples.  
 
*How can they overcome these challenges? 
 
Where there is faith and trust in the Lord, solutions can 
be found that will resolve your concerns. There is no 
better example to your children and grandchildren than your 
willingness to serve, because the Lord has asked you to 
serve. 
 
“B. Serve Full-time Missions.” 
 
*Who should serve full-time missions? 
 
As of April, 2012, all worthy young men between the ages of 
18 to 25 should serve full-time missions. Full-time 
missionary service is a priesthood responsibility for young 
men. It is essential they prepare to serve. Young women, as 
of April 2012, age 19 and older may also be recommended to 
serve full-time missions if they desire. Senior couples are 
also encouraged to serve missions when they are able to do 
so. Regardless of age, all missionaries must meet the 
standards of worthiness. 
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David B. Haight states, 
 
“Couples are often among the most fruitful missionaries 
because of their maturity, seasoned experience, insight, 
and compassion that open many doors in an unusual way… The 
goal of every physically able couple in the Church, just as 
it is for every nineteen-year-old [now eighteen-year-old] 
young man in the Church, should be to serve a mission. No 
finer testimony can be borne by parents to children or 
grandchildren, than through missionary service in their 
mature years.” (“My Neighbor, My Brother,” in Ensign, May 
1987, 60-61).  
 
David B. Haight continues, 
 
“[A Mission President describes an unforgettable couple:] 
‘I confess,’ he said, ‘that when Elder and Sister Leslie 
arrived, I wondered how well they would do. He was 
seriously overweight and wore a hearing aid. She was 
limited with two artificial knee implants. But their spirit 
was sweet and their enthusiasm so strong. Two wonderfully 
ordinary people—-full of love. 
 
“I felt inspired to send them to Jamestown, Tennessee,’ he 
said, ‘where we had a tiny, struggling branch that had been 
without missionaries for years. 
 
“I knew they couldn’t tract, and for the first few weeks 
nothing was noted on their weekly reports. Their letters 
said, ‘We are getting to know the people.’ 
 
“After a few weeks their letters told of nonmembers who 
were attending church with them—-at first two, then four, 
then seven. They had as many as twenty-four investigators 
at church on one occasion. Soon the baptisms started to 
flow. No set of missionaries, young or old, equaled the 
baptisms they brought about. 
 
“And the mission president went on to say, ‘I doubt that 
either of them could give the missionary discussions in a 
way that closely resembled the suggested form that we have 
for the regular missionaries. What they had was a great 
love for the people. They wove themselves into the fabric 
of that little community, winning them over with 
friendship, compassionate service, and understanding 
hearts. 
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“Today, the Jamestown Branch is thriving, with a new 
building and more than 100 members attending. Many 
contribute their faith and works, but none more 
significantly or generously than Harry and Frances Leslie.’ 
 
“Compassion…service…caring—-these are qualities of those 
who truly love their neighbors as themselves.” (“My 
Neighbor, My Brother,” in Ensign, May 1987, 60-61).  
 
Just a ordinary couple who, because they were willing to 
serve, were able to further the Lord’s work in a small 
branch in Tennessee.    
 
“C. Support Full-Time Missionaries.” 
 
*How can we support missionaries who are now serving? 

The Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel 
Doctrine Teacher’s Manual states, 

“[Possible answers include:] (1) Remembering them in our 
prayers; (2) Writing encouraging letters; and, (3) 
Contributing to the ward or branch missionary fund or the 
General Missionary Fund. We can help support missionaries 
who are serving in our area by helping them find and teach 
investigators and by giving other assistance.” (Doctrine 
and Covenants and Church History Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s 
Manual. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 1999, 240, numbers added). 

Gordon B. Hinckley states, 

“Now my brethren and sisters, we can let the [full-time] 
missionaries try to do it alone, or we can help them. If 
they do it alone, they will knock on doors day after day 
and the harvest will be meager. Or as members we can assist 
them in finding and teaching investigators.” (Satellite 
Broadcast, 21 February, 1999, “Find the Lambs, Feed the 
Sheep,” in Ensign, May, 1999, 107). 

“D. Share The Gospel Throughout Our Lives.” 

(A-D. Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel 
Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake City: The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999, 240). 
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*Why is it important for us to share the gospel with others 
 throughout our lives?  

As we continue to grow in our understanding of the gospel, 
we also understand the opportunity the Lord has given us to 
share His gospel with others. Why? Because we know first-
hand the effects the gospel can have for good in a person’s 
life. As we share our joy with others, they also come to 
know the blessings it will bring to their lives. It may be 
difficult for some older individuals to receive the gospel 
from young missionaries. When we add our testimony, based 
upon increased years of experience, along with the witness 
of the missionary, it may make a difference.    

*Why are we sometimes afraid to share the gospel? 

I believe some fear a negative response to their beliefs by 
those who don’t understand. Others have difficulty 
expressing their deepest feelings to a relative stranger. 
Some may even fear they will not be able to comfortably 
answer the questions they will be asked. As we put our 
trust in the Lord, and the promptings of the Holy Ghost, we 
will be able to open our mouths without fear. 

*What are some ways we can share the gospel with others as 
 part of our daily lives?   

Suggestions include: 

“a. Set a good example for family members, neighbors, and 
    friends. 
“b. Share copies of the Book of Mormon. 
“c. Refer names of interested people to the missionaries. 
“d. Share your feelings about the gospel with people you 
    know. 
“e. Invite people to Church activities, meetings, and 
    firesides. 
“f. Invite people to family home evening and to 
    neighborhood activities. 
“g. Invite people who are interested in genealogy to visit 
    a Family History Center. 
“h. Invite people to attend a baptismal service.” 
 
(a-h. Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel 
Doctrine Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake City: The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999, 241). 



17 

 

Spencer W. Kimball states, 
 
“It seems to me that the Lord chose his words when he said 
[that the gospel must go to] ‘every nation,’ ‘every land,’ 
‘uttermost bounds of the earth,’ ‘every tongue,’ ‘every 
people,’ ‘every soul,’ ‘all the world,’ ‘many lands,’ 
Surely there is significance in these words!… I wonder if 
we are doing all we can. Are we complacent in our approach 
to teaching all the world? …Are we prepared to lengthen our 
stride? To enlarge our vision?” (“When The World Will Be 
Converted,” in Ensign, October 1974, 5). 
 
*In what ways can each of us lengthen our stride as we seek 
 to share the gospel in our daily lives? 
 
Each day in our morning prayers, we can ask Heavenly Father 
to guide us to someone with whom we can share the gospel;  
Have a Book of Mormon with us and look for someone we can 
give it to who may be interested in learning about its 
contents; Find someone who may need a friendly word or 
comfort, and share the light within you by a word of 
kindness or support; Live the gospel each day so by our 
words and actions, we can make this world a better place to 
live, are a few of things each of us could do to further 
the work of the Lord. 
 
Spencer W. Kimball adds, 
 
“Our great need, and our great calling, is to bring to the 
people of this world the candle of understanding to light 
their way out of obscurity and darkness and into the joy, 
peace, and truths of the gospel. I believe we must not 
weary in our well-doing. I believe it is time again to ask 
ourselves the question, what can I do to help take the 
gospel to others and to the inhabitants of the world.” 
(“Are We Doing All We Can?” in Ensign, February 1983, 5). 
 
During a Satallite Broadcast given at the Salt Lake 
Tabernacle, 21 February 1999, Gordon B. Hinckley requested 
each of the priesthood leaders accept the responsibility 
and set the example of finding and friendshipping 
investigators. He also requested that occasionally finding 
and friendshipping investigators be addressed in the 
sacrament meetings of the Church. He then asked the Ward 
Council, consisting of the Priesthood, Relief Society, 
Young Women, and Primary leaders, to take time to discuss 
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ways to find and friendship investigators. (see Satellite 
Broadcast, 21 February 1999, “Find The Lambs, Feed The 
Sheep,” in Ensign, May 1999, 107). 
 
V. Nurturing New Converts Is Our Continuing Responsbility 
 
“Any investigator worthy of baptism becomes a convert 
worthy of saving.” (Satellite Broadcast, 21 February 1999, 
“Find The Lambs, Feed The Sheep,” in Ensign, May 1999, 
109). 
 
Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel Doctrine 
Teacher’s Manual states, 
 
“…[E]ach year, hundreds of thousands of converts are 
brought into the Church. These new members need to be 
nurtured and strengthened by all…[who are members].” 
(Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Gospel Doctrine 
Teacher’s Manual. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1999, 241). 
 
*Why is it sometimes difficult for new converts to stay 
 active in the Church?    
 
Gordon B. Hinckley states, 

“It is not an easy thing to become a member of this Church. 
In most cases it involves setting aside old habits, leaving 
old friends and associations, and stepping into a new 
society which is different and somewhat demanding.” 
(“Converts and Young Men,” in Ensign, May 1997, 47). 

*What can new converts do to strengthen themselves? 

As they undergo the adjustment to being members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, including the 
changes in lifestyle, leisure activities, dress, and more, 
it is important for them to remember why they made the 
decision to become members of the Church. When one recalls 
the whispering of the Spirit regarding the truths of the 
message, one is prompted to say, “It is true isn’t it; What 
else matters?” The changes will come and so will the 
increased light they will experience 

 



19 

 

*What can other members do to strengthen new converts? 

We can greet them; Get to know them; Invite them to our 
home for dinner; Do everything we can to make them feel 
welcome. Help them to understand that while there are many 
things that are new to them today, in time, they will come 
to feel more comfortable with their new surroundings and 
friends.  

Gordon B. Hinckley taught, 

“Every convert needs three things: 

“1. A friend in the Church to whom he/she can constantly 
    turn, who will walk beside them, who will answer 
    his/her questions, who will understand his/her 
    problems. 
 
“2. An assignment. Activity is the genius of this Church. 
    It is the process by which we grow. Faith and love for 
    the Lord are like the muscles of my arm. If I use them, 
    they grow stronger. If I put them in a sling, they 
    become weaker. Every convert deserves a responsibility. 
 
“3. Every convert must be ‘nourished by the good word of 
    God’ (B/M, Moroni 6:4). It is imperative that he or 
    she become affiliated with a priesthood quorum or the 
    Relief Society, the Young Women, the Young Men, the 
    Sunday School, or the Primary. He or she must be 
    encouraged to come to sacrament meeting.” 
    (Satellite Broadcast, 21 February 1999, “Find The 
    Lambs, Feed The Sheep,” in Ensign, May 1999, 108). 
  
I would add #4. It is my belief every new individual or 
family needs to have a diligent home teacher and visiting 
teacher assigned to them. It is important those assigned 
commit themselves to visit with the new members as often as 
they may need and bring a uplifting message, and to do this 
minimally each month. As the missionaries go forth to find 
others who are interested in investigating the Church, 
there is often a void in the life of the individual or 
family that needs to be filled. It is best done by members 
who care. A faithful home teacher and visiting teacher are 
essential in this process.  
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The missionary work of the Lord is going forth. We are 
blessed to have the opportunity to participate in this 
great latter day work. It does not matter whether we serve 
at home or across the sea. What matters, is we do our part 
to help this work go forward in whatever way we can.   
 
VI. Conclusions 
 
In the early history of the Church, the missionaries were 
called to share the message of the gospel. Samuel Smith, 
one of the early converts, purchased some copies of the 
newly published Book of Mormon in 1830. He went forth to 
share them with others. Upon his return, he may have felt 
his efforts had been futile as no one accepted his message 
or were baptized. What he did not know was that one of 
those books would end up in the hands of Brigham Young, 
among others. 
 
It would take Brigham Young two years, after reading the 
Book of Mormon, talking to family members, and meeting with 
missionaries before he will embrace the truths of the 
restoration. When he did get baptized, the fire of the 
spirit burned within him. Ever before his baptism, he 
shared the truths he understood with others. Following his 
baptism, he became an even more enthusiastic and committed 
missionary. He would spend most of his summers sharing the 
gospel. 
 
The Church Is Coming Forth Out of Obscurity: Beginning with 
Samuel Smith in 1830, Brigham Young in 1832, Heber C. 
Kimball and Orson Hyde accepting the call to go to England 
in 1837, missionaries were called to serve throughout the 
world. Each would make the sacrifice of time and finances 
to serve the Lord as His missionaries. 
 
In April, 1834, during a priesthood meeting in Kirtland, 
Ohio, Joseph Smith shared his vision of the future state of 
God’s kingdom on earth. It was destined to fill the whole 
earth. 
 
Latter-Day Prophets Have Challenged Us To Take The Gospel 
To The World: Even before David O. McKay’s call, “Every 
member a missionary,” the blessing of sharing the gospel 
had been extended to every member. Since President McKay’s 
exhortation, other latter day prophets have admonished the 
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Saints to share the gospel with others. These included 
Spencer W. Kimball and Gordon B. Hinckley. 
 
Every Member A Missionary: Specifically, Doctrine and 
Covenants 1:4-5 and 88:81, admonished the Saints to share 
the gospel with both family and associates. This may be 
accomplished through: (A) Preparing To Serve A Full-Time 
Mission; (B) Serving Full-Time Missions; (C) Supporting The 
Full-Time Missionaries; and (D) Sharing The Gospel 
Throughout Our Lives. As we reach out to our neighbors, in 
word and deed, the spirit may bless their lives with 
increased joy and happiness as they receive our invitation 
to hear the message of the gospel.  
 
Nurturing New Converts Is Our Continuing Responsibility: It 
is not sufficient to bring others into the fold, if we do 
not follow through to support and strengthen them in the 
gospel. We can help them as they strive to sink their 
roots into the gospel soil. As we do so, when trials and 
hardships come into their lives, they will be strengthened 
because their roots were strong. 
 
The difference in the life of the new convert may be the 
fact that someone was there to show them the way. We may be 
one of many who was willing to walk with them as they began 
their new spiritual journey. As we reach out to new 
members, we may find ourselves being strengthened by their 
enthusiasm and sincere desire to do the will of the Lord.  
  
Our next lesson [D&C#42] addresses the importance of 
continued revelation from the Lord to His prophets, seers, 
and revelators. It is through on-going revelation that the 
Lord today guides and directs His Church on earth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


