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Chapter 6: External and Internal Cleansing 

Reading Outline: 

 John 2-4 

1.  Introduction 
2.  Jesus Cleanses the Temple at the Feast of the Passover 
3.  Jesus Teaches Nicodemus Regarding: Water & Spirit 
4.  Jesus Teaches a Samaritan Woman at Jacob’s Well 
5.  Jesus and the Nobleman 
6.  Conclusions 

1. Introduction 

The events we will address during this chapter involve the process of cleansing. This process 
involves a cleaning externally as well as internally. This process began with Jesus cleansing 
externally the Temple at Jerusalem. He then taught two individuals, Nicodemus and a Samaritan 
woman, how to become clean internally. He also taught them the first principles of His gospel and the 
steps to follow for all those who desire to be spiritually clean. Spiritual cleanliness, which occurs 
when we are born of the water and the spirit, is a requirement for all who desire to enter His Father’s 
kingdom. In His encounter with the Nobleman and the healing of his son, the first principle of faith 
and its benefits were taught. 
 
2. Jesus Cleanses the Temple at the Feast of the Passover 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"Ancient Israel in the day of Moses, was freed from temporal bondage in Egypt by the Lord Jehovah. 
To commemorate this deliverance, they were commanded to keep the Feast of the Passover. This 
feast was designed to bring two things to Israel's remembrance: (1) That the angel of death passed 
over the houses and flocks of Israel, while slaying the firstborn among the men and beasts of the 
Egyptians; and (2) That Jehovah was their Deliverer, the same holy being who in due course would 
come into the world as King Messiah to work out the infinite and eternal atonement."1 
 
John 2:13 
 

13 And the Jews’ Passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
 
It is likely not only Jesus, but all others in His family, including His disciples went to Jerusalem in 
order to attend this spiritual feast commemorating the Passover. 
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Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“As the First of the Faithful, Jesus must do his duty and go to worship in his Father's House…His 
Father's House! Outwardly a house of glory and honor, with solid gold covering the great marble 
stones of the inner temple building…outwardly, in architecture and form and magnificence, his 
Father's House was, for that day and time, as it should have been. But inwardly it was full of ravening 
wolves, as it were, of greedy souls who made merchandise of sacred things, and whose hearts were 
sealed against the true meanings and purpose of the sacred ceremonies designed for that holy 
place…It was to this spiritual wickedness that a righteously indignant Son of God now addressed 
himself."2 
 
John 2:15-16 
 

15 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, 
and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew the 
tables; 
16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father’s 
house an house of merchandise. 

 
One can only imagine the spectacle that was created by one man with only a small whip in His hand 
as He began at one end of the temple where merchandizing had replaced the spiritual. Those whose 
hearts were focused upon the temporal over the spiritual fled before Him. He continued the righteous 
expression of His outrage, driving animals and people before Him, until He reached the other end. 
Just as quickly as it had begun, it was over. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“And yet there is no public outcry. No Roman soldiers have come to keep the peace. No one calls for 
Jesus' arrest. No one even berates him for causing a disturbance or for destroying the property of the 
merchants. One thing only happens. The leaders of the people and the officials of the temple ask, 
‘What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?’ [John 2:18]. There is no 
resistance, no seeming bitterness over financial loss-—just an inquiry as to why he has overstepped 
his bounds and cleansed the temple when it is their responsibility to regulate all that therein 
transpires…[Why?] Canon Farrar provides the following explanation: ‘Because sin is weakness; 
because there is in the world nothing so abject as a guilty conscience, nothing so invincible as the 
sweeping tide of a Godlike indignation against all that this base and wrong…Base and groveling as 
they were, these money-mongering Jews felt in all that remnant of their souls which was not yet eaten 
away by infidelity and avarice, that the Son of Man was right."3 
 
It is likely that all will return as it was before Jesus’ cleansing of His Father’s house. However, for a 
brief period of time, the spiritual again took precedence over the temporal. And those who were 
spiritually in tune would not forget this day. 
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John 2:17 
 

17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten 
me up. 

 
As noted, the leaders who were in charge of the temple had only one question regarding Jesus’ action. 
On whose authority had He acted? 
 
John 2:18 
 

18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing 
that thou doest these things? 

 
They wanted some sign of His authority. On another occasion He will teach those who seek a sign. 
 
Matthew 16:4 
 

4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be 
given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas [Jonah]… 

 
Today he tells them. 
 
John 2:19 
 

19 …Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 
 
The only sign that He could provide for them, due to their lack of faith or spiritual attunement, was 
His resurrection. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“His resurrection is the sign: it proves his divine Sonship and testifies of the power resident in him to 
cleanse the temple or do all else that his Father commands…the sign that proves the work [that He 
does] is true when it is everlastingly too late, everlastingly too late for those who seek for signs in a 
day when they should seek for faith, that signs might follow!”4 
 
John 2:20-22 
 

20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou 
rear it up in three days? 
21 But he spake of the temple of his body. 
22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said. 

 
How much of the symbolism the Jewish leaders understood is not known? His statement, “destroy 
this temple and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19), was interpreted literally, and was 
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distorted by the false witnesses brought to testify against Him as they sought to crucify Him (see 
Matthew 26:61; Mark 14:58). These words will also be referenced by one who stood at His cross 
(Mark 15:29-30) as well as by a Jewish spokesman while He was in the tomb (Matthew 27:63). 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“It may well be that one of the very reasons Jesus cleansed the temple was so he could say-—in this 
setting, using a figure, and with words that would never be forgotten-—that he would be slain and 
would come forth in the resurrection on the third day.”5 
 
It is important to note that His disciples recalled His statement at the time of His resurrection, and it 
served to strengthen their faith (see John 2:22). 
 
 
3. Jesus Teaches Nicodemus Regarding: Water & Spirit 

We know three important facts about Nicodemus: (1) He is a “Pharisee”; (2) He is “a ruler of the 
Jews”; and, (3) He recognized Jesus as “a teacher come from God” (see John 3:1-2). 
 
Obert C. Tanner adds, 
 
The fact that he is a Pharisee meant that he “opposed all foreign influences…[and] a strict observer of 
the law.” He also held to “the decisions of their prominent men since the time of the writing of the 
Old Testament…were as binding as the Old Testament itself.”6 
 
Being identified as a “ruler of the Jews” meant he was “a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin.” (see 
James E. Talmage. Jesus The Christ. Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
1915, [Thirty-fifth Edition, 1963], 404). 
 
Stephen E. Robinson states, 
 
“…the Great Jerusalem Sanhedrin…is the ruling council of the Jewish nation. It was a body of 
seventy-two influential men, appointed for life, which combined in one the legislative, executive, and 
judicial functions. The Sanhedrin interpreted the laws, enforced the laws, and judged those who broke 
the laws. Since the law of the land was the law of Moses, most of the members were scribes (doctors 
of law), but the Sanhedrin was presided over by the Jewish high priest, and there were many of the 
‘chief priests’ (most who were Sadducees) in their number.”7 
  
Nicodemus recognized Jesus as “a teacher come from God” (John 3:2). As a Pharisee, he was 
acquainted with the Old Testament and the words of the Prophets. He was a student of the scriptures 
and lived the Law of Moses. According to Paul to be a Pharisee was to live “the most strict sect of 
our religion” (Acts 26:5). There was something more that compelled him to meet with Jesus even 
though he came under the cover of “night” (John 3:2). Had he felt the promptings of the Holy Ghost 
which bears witness to truth? In response to Nicodemus unspoken question, “What must I do to come 
into the kingdom of God? Jesus responded. 
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John 3:3 
 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

 
John 3:4 
 

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the 
second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? 

 
Nicodemus wanted to know the truth, but his focus was on the literal, like many, which clouded his 
judgment regarding the spirit. Jesus was patient with him and attempted to give further clarity to his 
words. 
 
John 3:5-8 
 

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except a man be born of the water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

 
Jesus was telling Nicodemus that spiritual truths are most often felt as feelings or whisperings that 
come into our mind, rather than as words given through our intellect. If we choose to then act upon 
these promptings and “do not cast it out by your unbelief” (B/M, Alma 32:28), we will come to know 
the feelings are good for they bring us to feel at peace with the new truths we have heard. 
 
John 3:9 
 

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? 
 
Unfortunately for Nicodemus, though he had heard and also felt the words of truth, he could not give 
credence to his feelings over his intellect. His desire for understanding was being clouded by his 
inability to heed the promptings of the spirit. 
 
John 3:10-12 
 

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these 
things? 
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have 
seen and ye receive not our witness. 
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you 
of heavenly things? 
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As a “master of Israel” surely, he knew the difference between promptings of the spirit and 
intellectual knowledge. Jesus then shared His testimony with Nicodemus regarding the spiritual truths 
He had taught him, but Nicodemus was unable or unwilling to receive the “our witness” [the witness 
of the Sprit given through Jesus’ own testimony?] (John 3:11). 
 
The Holy Bible footnote (John 3:11a) states, 
 
“The Greek construction suggests that verses 11-21 contain a direct quotation. This testimony of 
Jesus was given to a member of the Sanhedrin.”8 
 
Jesus continued His testimony by bearing witness regarding His purpose for coming to the earth. 
 
John 3:13-18 
 

13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of Man which is in heaven. 
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up: 
15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved. 
18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God 
[“which before was preached by the mouth of the holy prophets; for they testified of 
me” (JST, John 3:18)]. 

 
Nephi, a son of Helaman, who is a prophet in the Book of Mormon, taught the people the following 
regarding the symbolism of the brazen serpent on the pole Moses had fashioned in order to heal the 
children of Israel. 
 
B/M, Helaman 8:14-16 
 

14 Yea, did he [Moses] not bear record that the Son of God should come? And as he 
lifted up the brazen serpent in the wilderness, even so shall he be lifted up who should 
come. 
15 And as many as should look upon that serpent should live, even so as many as should 
look upon the Son of God with faith, having a contrite spirit, might live, even unto that 
life which is eternal. 
16 And now behold, Moses did not only testify of these things, but also all the holy 
prophets, from his days even to the days of Abraham. 

 
The testimony Jesus gave to Nicodemus is that He is the Messiah, the Son of God. He condescended 
to come down to earth to be the Savior and Redeemer of all mankind, a mission which was “preached 
by the mouth of the holy prophets” (JST, John 3:18). During His mortal ministry, He taught the truths 
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of His gospel to all who would listen. As they were baptized and later received the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, (“born again”) and endured in obedience, they will live in the kingdom of God! His mission 
was to pay the price through His Atonement and to mark the path for us to follow and to live with 
Our Father in Heaven once again. 
 
4. Jesus Teaches a Samaritan Woman at Jacob’s Well 

John 4:3-4 
 

3 He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. 
4 And he must needs go through Samaria. 

 
Obert C. Tanner states, 
 
“The direct route from Judea to Galilee passed through the district of Samaria. As Jesus was already 
in the northern part of Judea, he would naturally choose this road. However, it was common for Jews 
of that day to avoid passing through Samaria. This was especially true of the Jews who lived in 
Judea. In traveling to and from Galilee, they usually took the route through Perea. Besides having a 
deep prejudice for all Gentile nations, the Jews had a special dislike for the Samaritans. This hatred 
was in part due to the claim by the Samaritans of a racial relationship with the Jews. The origin of the 
Samaritans… [dated from] 722 B.C. [when] the Ten Tribes of Israel were taken away from Assyria 
into captivity. The king of Assyria then sent foreigners back to occupy the Israelitish cities. Those 
foreigners settled in the district of Samaria and intermarried with many Israelites who had escaped 
the Assyrian captivity. The religion of the Samaritans was, of course, greatly changed through the 
mixture of people.”9 
 
Bruce R. McConkie adds, 
 
“The Samaritans were a half-Jewish, half-heathen race who practiced a form of worship of Jehovah 
and who looked for a Messiah who was to come. Their religious sensitivities were not so highly 
refined as were those of the Jews, but they were nonetheless children of the Father of us all, and his 
Son choose to preach the gospel of salvation to them beginning in Sychar.”10 
 
John 4:6-8 
 

6 …Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well [Jacob’s well]: 
and it was about the sixth hour [midday]. 
7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to 
drink. 
8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) 

 
Usually the women of the village came either early in the morning or in the evening to draw water. 
This woman, who was at the well at an unusual time of the day, 12 Noon. She was about to have a 
most unusual experience. Her response to His request, “Give me to drink” (John 4:7), is likewise 
unusual. 
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John 4:9 
 

9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest 
drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the 
Samaritans. 

 
James E. Talmage states, 
 
"By the rule of oriental hospitality then prevailing, a request for water was one that should never be 
denied if possible to grant; yet the woman hesitated, for she was amazed that a Jew should ask a favor 
of a Samaritan, however great the need."11 
 
She reminded Him, possibly in an effort to justify her response to His request, of the current tensions 
between their two nations, "the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans" (John 4:9). 
 
John 4:10 
 

10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that 
saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have 
given thee living water. 

 
Jesus’ reply to her is if she knew who He was, she would have requested a special gift for herself 
“living water” and He would have given it to her. Her response was like that of Nicodemus. 
 
John 4:11 
 

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: 
from whence then hast thou that living water? 

 
Her response focused upon the literalness of water. Was she giving him a drink, or He giving her a 
drink? In an effort to help her, Jesus spoke of the qualities of His “living water” as opposed to her 
literal water. 
 
John 4:13-14 
 

13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst 
again: 
14 But, whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie clarifies the meaning of “living water”, 
 
"For the "thirsty and choking traveler in a desert wilderness to find water, is to find life, to find an 
escape from agonizing death, similarly, the weary pilgrim traveling through the wilderness of 
mortality saves himself eternally by drinking from the wells of living water found in the gospel. 
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Living water is the words of eternal life, the message of salvation, the truths about God and his 
kingdom; it is the doctrine of the gospel. Those who thirst are invited to come unto Christ and 
drink."12 
 
John 4:15 
 

15 The woman said unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come 
hither to draw. 

 
It is time-consuming and takes a lot of effort to come each day and obtain the water that is so 
essential to the sustaining of life. If this Jew could somehow release her from her daily chore, she 
welcomed His offer, “give me this water” (John 4:15). 
 
In an effort to assist her in understanding who He is and the gift He had to offer her; He made a 
request of her. 
 
John 4:16-18 
 

16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 
17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast 
well said, I have no husband: 
18 For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in 
that saidst thou truly. 

 
The insight Jesus offered regarding her intimate life was meant to provide her with a glimpse 
regarding His identity. 
 
John 4:19-20 
 

19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 
20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that [only] in [the temple at] 
Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 

 
Stephen D. Ricks states, 
 
"In Samaritan tradition, the holiness of Mount Gerizim has all of the elements of sacredness that later 
rabbinic tradition accords to Mount Zion (that is, the Temple Mount): It existed before creation, was 
the first land to appear out of the watery deep, was the only elevation to escape the effects of the 
Flood, was the site of the true temple, and will be the only place to survive destruction at the time of 
the eschatological travails, and it is further identified with numerous places that are mentioned in the 
Pentateuch."13 
 
Jesus responded to her. 
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John 4:21, 23 
 

21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in 
this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 
 
23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"The places where men built temple of the past shall no longer be the only centers of approved 
worship. The old order changeth; there ariseth a new covenant, a new gospel; the temples of the 
future are the bodies of the saints; and the sacrifices of the future are a broken heart and a contrite 
spirit. The true believers of the future shall worship in all places and at all times, not just when 
sacrificial fires burn on Gerzim and in Jerusalem."14 
  
John 4:24 compared to JST, John 4:26 
 

John 4:24 
 
24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and truth. 

JST, John 4:26 
 
26 For unto such [the true worshipper] hath 
God promised his Spirit. And they who 
worship him, must worship in spirit and in 
truth. 

 
Unfortunately, the above scripture in John has caused many to believe that God the Father is a 
personage of Spirit. Latter day revelation has clarified this misunderstanding by stating, “The Father 
has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s; the Son also; but the Holy Ghost has not a body 
of flesh and bones, but is a personage of Spirit. Were it not so, the Holy Ghost could not dwell in us” 
(Doctrine and Covenants 130:22). 
 
The Samaritan woman, feeling they will not be able to resolve their religious differences, nor be able 
to know the truth, stated, 
 
John 4:25 
 

25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias [Messiah] cometh, which is called 
Christ; when he is come, he will tell us all things. 

 
It was at this time that Jesus revealed to her who He is. 
 
John 4:26 
 

26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 
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The woman immediately leaves the well, leaving her “waterpot” behind “and went her way into the 
city” (John 4:28). She had found the source of “living water.” Upon arriving in the village, she shared 
her newly gained insight. 
 
John 4:29, 39 
 

29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? 
 
39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman, 
which testified, He told me all that ever I did. 

 
Her witness, based upon the testimony Jesus shared with her, strengthened by the witness of the 
spirit, had a powerful effect upon her. She then shared her experience with others who were 
convinced by her witness. All, even the doubters, wanted to meet this man who was the Christ. 
 
John 4:40-42 
 

40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry 
with them: and he abode there two days. 
41 And many more believed because of his own word. 
42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have 
heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

 
Jesus, upon the return of His disciples, shared with them a prelude to what was about to occur. 
 
John 4:35 
 

35 …I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already 
to harvest. 

 
The meaning is there are many in the area prepared to hear the gospel message and enter into the 
waters of baptism and to receive the spirit of the Holy Ghost. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Truly, the gospel was preached in Samaria. Seeds were sown and a harvest reaped…Jesus’ stay 
there lasted only a few days, but the results of his ministry shall endure to all generations. And we 
cannot but hope that the woman who first met him at the well of the ancient patriarch was among 
those who forsook the world, had their sins washed away in the waters of baptism, kept the 
commandments thereafter, and received an eternal inheritance with the saved and exalted of all 
ages.”15 
 
5. Jesus and the Nobleman 

Jesus returned to Cana, north of Nazareth, in Galilee where He was received by the Galileans. His 
actions and the miracles He had performed while attending the Feast of the Passover in Jerusalem 
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were known as many of them had been present. Based upon His actions, a certain nobleman came to 
Him. 
 
Clifford Howard states, 
 
"He was a Roman nobleman, a member of the class professedly contemptuous of the Jews; yet he 
recognized in this Galilean teacher a personality that transcended the bounds of caste; a personality 
superior to his own nobility of birth and office, and in humble supplication he craved that Jesus 
would return with him to Capernaum that the life of [his] boy might be spared…He had the power to 
have summoned Jesus to his home--to have commanded his attendance upon him; but he had come to 
him instead."16 
 
A prerequisite requirement in performing a blessing by the priesthood is that the individual, or one 
acting on his behalf, must have the necessary faith before the ordinance can be performed. Without 
the requisite faith, the blessing bestowed by Heavenly Father could not be granted. Before granting 
the Nobleman’s request, Jesus tried to have the father determine whether he had only come to see a 
miracle or if he have the required faith necessary for his son to be healed? 
 
John 4:48-49 
 

48 Then, said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe. 
49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my child die. 

 
The father had demonstrated the required faith by indicating that if Jesus would return with him to 
Capernaum, he believed his son would be healed. Now, Jesus was able to grant the father’s request to 
heal his son. 
 
John 4:50 
 

50 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man believed the word that 
Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way. 

 
James E. Talmage notes, 
 
“Capernaum, where his son lay, was about twenty miles away; had he been still solicitous and 
doubtful he would probably have tried to return home that day, for it was one o’clock in the afternoon 
when Jesus spoke the words that had given to him such relief; but he journeyed leisurely, for on the 
following day he was still on the road, and was met by some of his servants who had been sent to 
cheer him with the glad word of his son’s recovery. He inquired when the boy had begun to mend, 
and was told that at the seventh hour on the yesterday the fever had left him. That was the time at 
which Christ had said, “Thy son liveth.”17 
 
John 4:53 
 

53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, 
Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house. 
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We can safely assume having the required faith enabled his son to be healed and based upon his 
personal witness of the Savior and His power, he had then shared with his family the extraordinary 
experience he had that resulted in his son being healed. The hearing of his words, and the witness of 
the spirit to their own souls, convinced others in his family of the truth of his words. This witness had 
provided them with the basis for their conversion. There is no doubt when authorized servants who 
held the authority to baptize came to their hometown, they also became numbered among the 
believers in Jesus as the Christ. 
 
John 4:54 compared to JST, John 4:56 
 

John 4:54 
 
54 This is again the second miracle that Jesus 
did, when he was come out of Judaea into 
Galilee.  

JST, John 4:56 
 
56 This being the second miracle which Jesus 
had done when he had come out of Judaea 
into Galilee. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie notes regarding the above discrepancy, 
 
“Not the second miracle performed by Jesus, but the second performed in Cana. He had worked 
miracles in Jerusalem at the Passover (see John 2:23-25); indeed, it was the reports of what had taken 
place at the Passover which caused the nobleman to plead for help.”18 
 
6. Conclusions 

As we have examined the cleansing of the temple in Jerusalem; the teaching of Nicodemus, and the 
Samaritan Woman at the well, as well as the healing of the Nobleman’s son, we have been witnesses 
to the powerful effect of Jesus’ words upon the lives of others. Even Nicodemus whose traditional 
beliefs and intellectual focus interfered with his spiritual conversion to the truths the Savior taught, 
felt something within him that would last. You will recall, he was in the company of Joseph of 
Arimathea, who took the body of Jesus by night and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes in 
preparation for His burial (see John 19:38-40). He had been impacted by their first meeting. 
 
The Samaritan woman who heard the testimony of His divinity in His own words, and the Roman 
Nobleman who had been so impacted by the healing of his son by the Savior, without his son being 
present, had both felt the spirit and surely acted upon that witness by entering the waters of baptism. 
They learned; however, it is not enough to believe, one must also act upon their faith and bring forth 
the fruits of repentance. This required from them, and for each of us, that we become forever 
changed. To be “born again of the water and the spirit” means the natural man/woman is forsaken 
through the waters of baptism. Then, through the influence of the Holy Ghost, one no longer has a 
disposition to do evil, but to do good to all men. The individual, has become in word and deed, a 
disciple of Christ. This sacred covenant is renewed each Sunday as one partakes of the Sacrament 
with the accompanying resolve to do better. 
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It is important as we proceed in our effort to better understand the life of Christ and His teachings to 
also understand an important truth. In order for us to qualify to become His disciples, we must allow 
His words to cleanse us and to also change us. 
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