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Chapter 8: The Miracles of Christ 

Reading Outline: 

 Mark 1:21-45; 2:1-22; 4:35-5:43  
(Parallel accounts: Matthew 8-9; Luke 4:33-44; 5:12-39; 7:1-18; 8:22-56; 9:51-62) 

1.  Introduction 
2.  What Are Miracles? 
3.  Why Did Christ Perform Miracles? 
4.  Miracles as Signs of Christ’s Power and Authority 

4.1. Power Over Sickness 
4.1.1.  A Leper Is Healed 
4.1.2.  Multitudes Are Healed 

4.2. Power For All Nations 
4.3. Power for Both Men and Women 

4.3.1.  Peter’s Wife’s Mother Healed 
4.3.2.  Woman with an Issue of Blood Healed 

4.4. Power Over Nature 
4.5.  Power Over Devilsh 

4.5.1.  Unclean Spirit Cast Out in Synagogue at Capernaum 
4.5.2.  A Gadarene Demoniac Healed (Evil Spirits Chose Bodies of Swine) 
4.5.3.  Dumb Demoniac Healed 

4.6. Power Over Sins 
4.7. Power Over death 

4.7.1.   A. Daughter of Jairus Raised 
4.7.2.  Son of Widow of Nain Raised from the Dead. 

4.8. Power Shared with Others 
5.  Faith and Miracles 
6.  What If You Do Not Receive a Miracle? 
7.  Conclusions 
8.  List of the Miracles of Jesus 

1. Introduction 

Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 
 
“From creation’s dawn it was known and understood that in time’s meridian the Sinless One would take a 
tabernacle of clay; would go forth among the people working mighty miracles; would teach and train and 
ordain people and organize a church; would suffer and bleed in a garden and on a cross for the sins of 
mankind; would die and be buried in a tomb; and would be raised in glorious immortality, spirit and body 
becoming inseparable whole, never again to be divided.”1 
 
The life of Jesus Christ upon this mortal sphere included His “working mighty miracles.” They were as much a 
part of His life as anything else He did. He performed miracles along with calling, ordaining, teaching, 
organizing, including His dying and being resurrected. It is an essential part of our understanding His mortal 
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life that we also comprehend the purpose and message of His miracles or healings. We will also examine the 
interconnection between miracles and faith as well as why some miracles are not given though the individual 
may be otherwise worthy. 
 
2. What Are Miracles? 

James E. Talmage defines miracles as, 
 
“…phenomena [that are] …unusual, special, transitory, and wrought by an agency beyond the power of man's 
control…[They] cannot be in contravention of natural law, but are wrought through the operation of laws not 
universally or commonly recognized."2 

 
James E. Talmage continues, 
 
"To deny the actuality of miracles on the ground that, because we cannot comprehend the means, the reported 
results are fictitious, is to arrogate to the human mind the attribute of omniscience, by implying that what man 
cannot comprehend cannot be, and that therefore he is able to comprehend all that is…To the believer in the 
divinity of Christ, the miracles are sufficiently attested; to the unbeliever they appear but as myths and 
fables."3 
  
More than a century before Jesus was born in Bethlehem, a prophet and King named Benjamin pronounced the 
following prophecy to his people regarding the life and mission of the Son of God. 
 
B/M, Mosiah 3:5-6 
 

5 For behold, the time cometh, and is not far distant, that with power, the Lord Omnipotent who 
reigneth, who was, and is from all eternity to all eternity, shall 
come down from heaven among the children of men, and shall dwell in a tabernacle of clay, and 
shall go forth amongst men, working mighty miracles, such as healing the sick, raising the dead, 
causing the lame to walk, the blind to receive their sight, and the deaf to hear, and curing all 
manner of diseases. 
6 And he shall cast our devils, or the evil spirits which dwell in the hearts of the children of men. 
 

We will now explore in further depth, the miracles Jesus performed during His mortal ministry.  
 
3. Why Did Christ Perform Miracles? 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“The primary purpose of Jesus' miracles was to bear "testimony of his divinity and to the truth of the words he 
spoke."4 
 
Rex C. Reeves, Jr. states, 
 
"The miracles Jesus performed during his earthly ministry were intended…to be proof to the Jews and to all 
people that he was the Messiah, the Son of God, and to reveal his character and power."5  
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Rex C. Reeves, Jr. continues, 
 
"In addition to witnessing Christ's divinity, each miracle with its own unique details may well have been 
performed for one or more of the following reasons: 
 

“1) To witness that Christ had power over all things by showing his power over disease, physical 
imperfections, nature, evil spirits, and death. 
 
“2) To reveal the character of Jesus and demonstrate his love and compassion for all mankind by showing 
love and compassion for all individual’s faced with the daily challenges of life. 
 
“3) To motivate men to recognize and cast off their spiritual infirmities in the same manner that physical 
infirmities were eliminated. 
 
“4) To create teaching opportunities to present sacred gospel truths. Through miracles Christ taught proper 
judgment, correct use of his power, testimony of the Father, and more. 
 
“5) To give evidence, confirmation, and example to his teachings. 
 
“6. To prevent men in their ignorance or wickedness from frustrating the purposes of God. (see examples in 
Luke 4:28-30; John 8:59). This may be consistent with Jesus’ frequent comment that his ‘time had not 
come.’ 
 
“7) To reward and strengthen the faith of individuals who believed in him and followed his teachings. 
 
“8) To set an example for his apostles and followers, as he would then command them to perform similar 
miracles. 
 
“9) To open the hearts of nonbelievers to receive further instructions, with the possibility of true conversion. 
 
“10) To stand as a witness against nonbelievers in the day of judgment.” 

Reference6  
 
While this list is not all inclusive, it is provided in order to remind each of us that the miracles or healings 
Jesus performed varied in purpose and meaning. There is no singular reason for the miracle being provided, 
but they were performed, or as in Nazareth not performed, for a variety of reasons. The one aspect each of the 
miracles have in common is that they are a divine manifestation of the compassion and love for the individuals 
by the Savior provided through His divine authority. 
 
4. Miracles as Signs of Christ’s Power and Authority 

Rex C. Reeves, Jr. has identified eight separate categories in which the miracles of Jesus may be classified as a 
sign of Christ’s power. We will state each category and then examine examples for each area. 
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4.1. Power Over Sickness 

4.1.1. A Leper Is Healed. 

Matthew 8:2-4 
 
2 And, behold, there came a 
leper and worshipped him, 
saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean. 
 
3 And Jesus put forth his hand, 
and touched him, saying, I will; 
be thou clean. And immediately 
his leprosy was cleansed. 
 
4 And Jesus saith unto him, See 
thou tell no man; but go thy 
way, shew thyself to the priest, 
and offer the gift that Moses 
commanded, for a testimony 
unto them.  

Mark 1:40-45 
 
40 And there came a leper to 
him, beseeching him, and 
kneeling down to him, and 
saying unto him, If thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean. 
 
41 And Jesus, moved with 
compassion, put forth his hand, 
and touched him, and saith unto 
him, I will; be thou clean. 
 
42 And as soon as he had 
spoken, immediately the leprosy 
departed from him, and he was 
cleansed. 
 
43 And he strictly charged him, 
and forthwith sent him away; 
 
44 And saith unto him, See thou 
say nothing to any man: but go 
thy way, shew thyself to the 
priest, and offer for thy 
cleansing those things which 
Moses commanded, for a 
testimony unto them. 
 
45 But he went out, and began to 
publish it much, and to blaze 
abroad the matter, insomuch 
that Jesus could no more openly 
enter into the city, but was 
without in desert places: and 
they came to him from every 
quarter. 

Luke 5:12-14 
 
12 And it came to pass, when he 
was in a certain city, behold a 
man full of leprosy: who seeing 
Jesus fell on his face, and 
besought him, saying, Lord, if 
thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean. 
 
13 And he put forth his hand, 
and touched him, saying, I will: 
be thou clean. And immediately 
the leprosy departed from him. 
 
14 And he charged him to tell no 
man: but go, and shew thyself to 
the priest, and offer for thy 
cleansing, according as Moses 
commanded, for a testimony 
unto them. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Healings there have been in profuse abundance, but none—up to this point—and as far as we know—has 
involved a leper, ‘a man full of leprosy.’ None had dealt with a body and soul plagued with a living death, one 
whose body was in the process of rotting, decaying, and returning to the dust to gain merciful surcease from 
the torments of the flesh…Leprosy in biblical times in addition to its desolating physical effects, was looked 
upon as the symbol of sin and uncleanness, signifying that as the evil disease ate away and destroyed the 
physical body, so sin eats away and corrupts the spiritual side of man. This did not mean that the disease borne 



 

 Page 5 

by any individual attested that he was a worse sinner than his fellows, only that the disease itself was a symbol 
of the ills that will befall the ungodly and rebellious. It had been chosen as such a symbol, however, because it 
was considered to be the worst of all diseases, one that could not be cured except by direct divine 
intervention.”7 
 
A leper approached the Savior. One, who due to his disease, had become rejected and shunned by his 
fellowman. He was required to announce his presence so that others might avoid having any contact with him 
because they also might become unclean. He fell on his face before the Savior and made his humble, but 
believing request, “if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” Not since the cleansing of Naaman the Syrian by 
Elisha had anyone been healed from this incurable disease. 
 
As an act of compassion provided by One who has the power and authority to cure the incurable by His words 
alone, says, “I wilt: be thou clean.” Immediately the leprosy departed. Can you for a moment imagine the joy 
and happiness the man must have felt as he was declared clean from his dreaded disease. The life, most of us 
just take for granted, had been given to him anew. 
He was instructed, however, not to share his great blessing with others. If he did, then Jesus would no longer 
be able to enter the towns and cities of the land where others may be confined, but He would be limited, 
according to Mark, “to the desert places” (Mark 1:45). 
 
It is noteworthy that he was to go to the priest so that he would become ceremonial clean and, according to 
each of the writers, “for a testimony unto them.” For as McConkie notes, [Leprosy was one disease] “…that 
could not be cured except by direct divine intervention.”8 
 
4.1.2. Multitudes Are Healed. 

Matthew 8:16-17 
 
16 When the even was come, 
they brought unto him many 
that were possessed with devils: 
and he cast out the spirits with 
his word, and healed all that 
were sick: 
 
17 That it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by Esasias 
[Isaiah] the prophet, saying, 
Himself took our infirmities, and 
bare our sickness. 

Mark 1:32-34 
 
32 And at even, when the sun 
did set, they brought unto him 
all that were diseased, and them 
that were possessed with devils. 
 
33 And all the city was gathered 
together at the door. 
 
34 And he healed many that 
were sick of divers diseases, and 
cast out many devils; and 
suffered not the devils to speak, 
because they knew him. 

Luke 4:40-41 
 
40 Now when the sun was 
setting, all they that had any sick 
with divers diseases brought 
them unto him; and he laid his 
hands on every one of them, and 
healed them. 
 
41 And devils also came out of 
many, crying out, and saying, 
Thou art Christ the Son of God. 
And he rebuking them suffered 
them not to speak: for they knew 
that he was Christ.  

 
We learn from the verses proceeding the above scriptures the location of the healing of the multitudes took 
place in Capernaum where Simon Peter had a home and family. Jesus and His disciples were guests at his 
home.  As the evening came, a multitude of individuals gathered outside the home. Many who suffered from a 
variety of illnesses including being possessed with evil spirits. Jesus laid his hands upon them and they were 
made whole. Those who had evil spirits as they came out of the bodies of the individuals, identified Jesus as 
the Christ, the Son of God. He silenced them, not wanting them as evil spirits to serve as witnesses of His 
identity. Surely the source of their witness began with the knowledge they had gained during the pre-mortal 
existence. 
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Clifford Howard states, 
 
"With the setting of the sun, which marked the end of the Sabbath, and permitted the return to ordinary duties, 
and privileges, a large number of persons came hurrying to the house at which Jesus was stopping. From every 
street and every lane, and from nearby towns and villages they came, the great majority of them afflicted with 
infirmities and disease. They had learned of what he had done and now besought his aid in their behalf.  With 
loving pity, he came forth and laid his hands with their revivifying touch upon each and every one in turn; 
restoring sight and speech, awakening the troubled mind to reason, and bringing back the glow of health to 
wan and wasted bodies. It mattered not to him that he was fatigued and was seeking a few hours' rest before 
the morrow's toil. Before him were suffering fellow-creatures. His first duty was to them, and with a smile, or 
a cheering word he greeted them all."9 
 
4.2. Power For All Nations 

Centurion's servant healed. 
 

Matthew 8:5-10, 13 
 
5 …there came unto him a centurion, beseeching 
him. 
 
6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick 
of the palsy, grievously tormented. 
 
7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal 
him. 
 
8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am 
not worthy that thou shouldest come under my 
roof: but speak the word only, and my servant 
shall be healed. 
 
9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers 
under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he 
goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and 
to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 
 
10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to 
them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have 
not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 
 
13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; 
and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. 
And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour. 

Luke 7:2-10 
 
2 And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear 
to him, was sick and ready to die. 
 
3 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him 
the elders of the Jews, beseeching him that he 
would come and heal his servant. 
 
4 …That he was worthy for whom he should do 
this: 
 
5 For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a 
synagogue. 
 
6 Then Jesus went with them. And when he was 
now not far from the house, the centurion sent 
friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not 
thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest 
enter under my roof: 
 
7 Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to 
come unto thee: but say in a word, and my 
servant shall be healed. 
 
8 For I also am a man set under authority, having 
under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he 
goeth; and I say to another, Come, and he 
cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth 
it. 
 
9 When Jesus heard these things he marvelled at 
him, and turned him about, and said unto the 
people that followed him, I say unto you, I have 
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not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 
 
10 And they that were sent, returning to the 
house, found the servant whole that had been sick.  

 
We learn from the preceding verses that the request of Jesus was made by an officer designated in the Roman 
Army as a Centurion. He had command of approximately 100 soldiers depending on the size of the legion. His 
request of Jesus was not for himself, but on behalf of his servant who was near death. We learn from Matthew, 
that his servant “lieth at home sick [with] palsy”; Luke adds, “ready to die.” (palsy: the loss of sensation or the 
power of motion or both, in any part of the body It is frequently followed in a few days by death). Matthew 
stated he came himself; Luke stated that his request came through another as he felt unworthy to have Jesus 
come into his house.  
 
What is important is the centurion’s belief that Jesus held the power and authority necessary to heal others. 
The only desire of the Centurion was that Jesus would exercise His authority on behalf of His servant. Just as 
he did not need to be present to accomplish tasks, he had the authority to order others; it was his belief Jesus 
could act in a similar manner. Jesus found the faith of the Centurion was so much greater than those found in 
Israel that He said, “as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame 
hour” (Matthew 8:13). 
 
James E. Talmage states, 
 
“…the Jews were unaccustomed to hear that the faith of a Gentile so extolled, for, according to the 
traditionalism of the day, a Gentile, even though an earnest proselyte to Judaism, was accounted essentially 
inferior to even the least worthy of the chosen people…The lesson, that the supremacy of Israel [or a Gentile] 
can be attained only through excellence in righteousness [is important for all to understand].”10 
 
It is essential each of us understand the kingdom of heaven is obtained only on the basis of individual 
righteousness, not on any other factor. All are welcome to apply. 
 
4.3. Power for Both Men and Women 

4.3.1. Peter’s Wife’s Mother Healed. 

Matthew 8:14-15 
 
14 And when Jesus was come 
into Peter’s house, he saw his 
wife’s mother laid [lying sick 
and feverish], and sick of a 
fever. 
 
15 And he touched her hand, 
and the fever left her: and she 
arose and ministered unto them. 

Mark 1:29-31 
 
29 And forthwith, when they 
were come out of the synagogue, 
they entered into the house of 
Simon and Andrew, with James 
and John. 
 
30 But Simon’s wife’s mother 
lay sick of a fever, and anon 
[immediately] they tell him of 
her. 
 
31 And he came and took her by 
the hand, and lifted her up; and 

Luke 4:38-39 
 
38 And he arose out of the 
synagogue, and entered into 
Simon’s house. And Simon’s 
wife’s mother was taken with a 
great fever; and they besought 
him for her. 
 
39 And he stood over her, and 
rebuked the fever; and it left 
her: and immediately she arose 
and ministered unto them. 
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immediately the fever left her, 
and she ministered unto them. 

 
From these three scriptures, we learn the location of the healing was in Capernaum where Simon Peter had a 
home and family. Jesus and His disciples returned to Peter’s home following their attendance at the 
synagogue, for they were his houseguests. Jesus, upon learning Peter’s wife’s mother was ill, either by 
personal awareness or learning from others, came to her side. Mark indicates He then “took her by the hand, 
and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her” (Mark 1:31).  
 
It is important to understand it is not the “touching of her hand” (Matthew 8:15), but the power and authority 
He held over disease, whether it be physical or spiritual, that made her whole. His taking her by the hand, and 
lifting her up, as Luke records, may have been in order to lend strength to her faith regarding the healing He 
had just pronounced upon her. His action is reminiscent of the action Peter and John will later take following 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, regarding the man lame from birth who requested alms of them outside the 
temple gate (see Acts 3:1-7).     
 
JST, Luke 4:38 
 

38 …And Simon’s wife’s mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for to heal 
her. 
 

This suggests the condition of Peter’s mother-in-law precluded her from requesting a blessing from Jesus 
herself so her loved ones initiated the request to Him and exercised their faith on her behalf (see also Luke 
4:38). Like the Centurion’s servant, who was healed due to the faith of his master, so was Peter’s wife’s 
mother healed by the exercise of faith by others. 
 
4.3.2. Woman with an Issue of Blood Healed. 

Matthew 9:20-22 
 
20 And, behold, a woman, 
which was diseased with an 
issue of blood twelve years, 
came behind him, and touched 
the hem of his garment: 
 
21 For she said within herself, 
If I may but touch his garment, 
I shall be made whole. 
 
22 But Jesus turned him about, 
and when he saw her, he said, 
Daughter, be of good comfort; 
thy faith hath made thee whole. 
And the woman was made 
whole from that hour. 
 

Mark 5:25-34 
 
25 And a certain woman, which 
had an issue [hemorrhage] of blood 
twelve years, 
 
26 And had suffered many things 
of many physicians, and had spent 
all that she had, and was nothing 
bettered, but rather grew worse, 
 
27 When she had heard of Jesus, 
came in the press behind, and 
touched his garment. 
 
28 For she said, If I may touch but 
his clothes, I shall be whole. 
 
29 And straightway the fountain of 
her blood was dried up; and she 
felt in her body that she was healed 

Luke 8:43-48 
 
43 And a woman having an 
issue of blood twelve years, 
which had spent all her living 
upon physicians, neither could 
be healed of any, 
 
44 Came behind him, and 
touched the border of his 
garment: and immediately her 
issue of blood stanched 
[ceased]. 
 
45 And Jesus said, Who 
touched me? When all denied, 
Peter and they that were with 
him said, Master, the multitude 
throng thee and press thee, and 
sayest thou, Who touched me? 
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of that plague. 
 
30 And Jesus, immediately 
knowing in himself that virtue 
[power, strength] had gone out of 
him, turned him about in the press, 
and said, Who touched my clothes? 
 
31 And his disciples said unto him, 
Thou seest the multitude thronging 
thee, and sayest thou, Who touched 
me? 
 
32 And he looked round about to 
see her that had done this thing. 
 
33 But the woman fearing and 
trembling, knowing what was done 
in her, came and fell down before 
him, and told him all the truth. 
 
34 And he said unto her, Daughter, 
thy faith hath made thee whole; go 
in peace and be whole of thy 
plague. 

46 And Jesus said, Somebody 
hath touched me: for I perceive 
that virtue is gone out of me. 
 
47 And when the woman saw 
that she was not hid, she came 
trembling and falling down 
before him, she declared unto 
him before all the people for 
what cause she had touched 
him, and how she was healed 
immediately. 
 
48 And he said unto her, 
Daughter, be of good comfort: 
thy faith hath made thee 
whole; go in peace. 

 
Here is my simple retelling of what we learn from the scriptures regarding this miraculous healing. 
 
It involves a woman who suffered from an “issue (hemorrhage) of blood” for twelve years. Instead of finding 
relief from physicians, her condition continued to worsen and she had spent all of her finances seeking a cure. 
Learning of the healings that Jesus has performed, she concluded that if she could only touch “the border of his 
garment” (Luke 8:44), she would be immediately healed. It was common, then as now, when standard 
procedures of medicine were not effective, for the individual to then turn to a variety of options, including 
magic. 
 
Upon learning He was in the village, she found a place where she could, without notice, touch his garment as 
He walked past her on the street. Despite the people crowded all around him, she was able to make contact 
with the hem of His garment and immediately she felt healed. She had obtained her objective and she was now 
free of her extended disease and pain. But she must quickly make her exit before anyone noticed her. There 
would be time for celebration later. 
 
But wait, He stopped the crowd and He was asking, “Who touched me?” There were so many around Him, 
how could He have known any one person had touched Him? His disciples were asking the same question. He 
was now looking in her direction. There was only one thing she could do. She would throw herself at His 
mercy and hope that He would be merciful to her! As she knelt at His feet, she confessed it was she who had 
touched Him. “She had done so,” she continued, “because she believed that if she could only touch the hem of 
his garment, she would be made whole.” And truly it happened! 
 
In kindness, He reached down, took her hand and gently raised her up. He then looked into her face, with tears 
running down her cheeks, partly out of fear and joy for her healing. In a voice of complete kindness, He then 
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spoke these words to her, “Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole.” There was no 
rebuke, no harshness in His voice, just a perfect mildness that penetrated deep into her heart. For a moment, 
she was all alone with Him. No one else was present. What joy filled her heart as she knew He who had just 
made her whole was truly the promised Messiah, the Son of God. Only He could have healed her! 
 
Jesus continued on his way with the crowds following after him. Finally, she was alone on the street. “It was 
not my touching his helm that healed me,” she thought; “It was my faith”. That was why he had stopped. He 
wanted me to know the true source of my healing! I must follow Him and ask His disciples, “What is “faith?” 
It was her faith that had healed her; that is what He had said. 
 
It was not His clothes that had brought about this miracle.  The miracle came as the result of her faith in Jesus' 
power to heal her. 
 
How did He know that someone had touched Him in faith when there were so many people crowded around 
him? Certainly, many had made contact with Him. What was different about this woman’s touch? Both Mark 
and Luke offer the same explanation, “Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that virtue (power) has gone 
out of me” (Luke 8:46). 
 
Joseph Smith recorded in his journal, March 14, 1843, 
 
“Elder Jedediah M. Grant enquired of me the cause of my turning pale and losing strength last night while 
blessing children. I told him that I saw Lucifer would exert his influence to destroy the children that I was 
blessing, and I strove with all the faith and spirit that I had to seal upon them a blessing that would secure their 
lives upon the earth; and so much virtue went out of me into the children, that I became weak, from which I 
have not yet recovered; and I referred to the case of the woman touching the hem of the garment of Jesus. The 
virtue referred to is the spirit of life; and a man who exercises great faith in administrating to the sick, 
blessing little children, or confirming, is liable to become weakened."11 
 
4.4. Power Over Nature 

Storm stilled. 
 

Matthew 8:23-27 
 
23 And when he was entered 
into a ship, his disciples 
followed him. 
 
24 And, behold, there arose a 
great tempest in the sea, 
inasmuch that the ship was 
covered with the waves: but he 
was asleep. 
 
25 And his disciples came to 
him, and awoke him, saying, 
Lord, save us: we perish. 
 
26 And he saith unto them, 
Why are ye fearful, O ye of 

Mark 4:35-41 
 
35 And the same day, when the even 
was come, he saith unto them, let us 
pass over unto the other side. 
 
36 And when they had sent away the 
multitude, they took him even as he 
was in the ship. And there were also 
with him other little ships. 
 
37 And there arose a great storm of 
wind, and the waves beat into the 
ship, so that it was now full. 
 
38 And he was in the hinder part of 
the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they 
awake him, and say unto him, 

Luke 8:22-25 
 
22 Now it came to pass on a 
certain day, that he went into a 
ship with his disciples: and he 
said unto them, Let us go over 
unto the other side of the lake. 
And they launched forth. 
 
23 But as they sailed he fell 
asleep: and there came down a 
storm of wind on the lake; and 
they were filled with water, 
and were in jeopardy. 
 
24 And they came to him, and 
awoke him, saying, Master, 
master, we perish. Then he 
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little faith? Then he arose, and 
rebuked the winds and the sea; 
and there was a great calm. 
 
27 But the men marvelled, 
saying, What manner of man 
is this, that even the winds and 
the sea obey him! 

Master, carest thou not that we 
perish? 
 
39 And he arose, and rebuked the 
wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, 
be still. And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm. 
 
40 And he said unto them, Why are 
ye so fearful? how is it that ye have 
no faith? 
 
41 And they feared exceedingly, and 
said one to another, What manner of 
man is this, that even the wind and 
the sea obey him? 

arose, and rebuked the wind 
and the raging of the water: 
and they ceased, and there was 
calm. 
 
25 And he said unto 
them, Where is your faith? 
And they being afraid 
wondered, saying one to 
another, What manner of man 
is this! for he commandeth 
even the winds and water, and 
they obey him.  

 
Jesus was in a ship crossing the Sea of Galilee on the way to a village on the other side. As He was exhausted 
from the day’s activities, He quickly fell asleep. Suddenly, without warning, a storm came up with such 
strength of wind and height of waves that His disciples, in spite of their experience on the lake with storms, 
became frightened. Mark stated that “the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full (meaning taking on 
water?) (Mark 4:37). In fear of their lives, they woke Jesus saying, “Lord, save us: we perish” (Matthew 8:25). 
He woke, calmed the sea, and then addressed their lack of faith according to Matthew and Luke or addressed 
their lack of faith and then calmed the sea according to Mark. 
 
The hardest thing to do when waves are all around you and your boat is in danger of sinking is to remain calm! 
When troubles and adversity beset us, it is important not to panic, or worse, to consider jumping out of our 
boat! It is at these times when our faith is being tested. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“After the storm is quelled, He will say to them again: ‘Where is your faith?’ From this we need not suppose 
they were without faith. Their very importuning bore witness of their assurance that this man, whom they 
followed as the Messiah, could do whatever must be done to prevent disaster. Their lack of faith—-as with all 
of us-—was one of degree: had they believed with that fervor that might have been the case, they of 
themselves could have stilled the storm, without arousing their weary Lord from His needed rest.”12 
 
The disciples will learn, as each of us, that there will come a time when He will not be physically present, but 
neither they nor we, need ever feel alone. When we kneel in pray, as later His disciples will learn, He will be 
there to guide us and speak words of peace to our soul. We, like they, must learn to trust in faith that no matter 
the raging storm and the winds that blow around us, He will always be there. 
 
The disciples were astonished at the fact that He who could heal all manner of disease, also had the power over 
the elements of nature. When He spoke, all nature obeyed. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie reminds us, 
 
“Others have performed miracles, always, however in his name, and by his authority; others have even 
controlled the elements, as he through them has willed it…[These include, Moses at the Red Sea, Enoch, 
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Elijah and Elisha, Joshua, to name a few]…It is not the miracle per se: it is the fact that Jesus who performed 
the miracle, said he was God’s Son—leaving the deed as proof of his words.”13 
 
4.5. Power Over Devils 

4.5.1. Unclean Spirit Cast Out in Synagogue at Capernaum. 

 

Mark 1:21, 23-28 
 
21 And they went into Capernaum; and 
straightway on the Sabbath day he entered into 
the synagogue, and taught. 
 
23 And there was in their synagogue a man with 
an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 
 
24 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with 
thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to 
destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy 
One of God. 
 
25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy 
peace, and come out of him. 
 
26 And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and 
cried with a loud voice, he came out of him. 
 
27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that they 
questioned among themselves, saying, What thing 
is this? what new doctrine is this? for with 
authority commandeth he even the unclean 
spirits, and they do obey him. 
 
28 And immediately his fame spread abroad 
throughout all the region round about Galilee. 

Luke 4:31, 33-37 
 
31 And came down to Capernaum, a city of 
Galilee, and taught them on the Sabbath days. 
 
33 And in the synagogue there was a man, which 
had a spirit of an unclean devil, and 
cried out with a loud voice. 
 
34 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with 
thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to 
destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy 
One of God. 
 
35 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy 
peace, and come out of him. And when the devil 
had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, 
and hurt him not. 
 
36 And they were all amazed, and spoke among 
themselves, saying, What a word is this! for with 
authority and power he commandeth the unclean 
spirits, and they come out. 
 
37 And the fame of him went out into every place 
of the country round about. 

 
Jesus and His disciples are in Capernaum. They were at the home of Simon Peter. While there they attended 
the synagogue and as He did each Sabbath, He taught them and opened up the scriptures. It was while in the 
synagogue that Jesus was confronted by a man with an unclean spirit in him. The spirit within the man, 
recognized Jesus and knew His mission was to overcome all the works of the devil. Their works are to further 
wickedness in the world, and destroy anything that is good and comes from God. Jesus commanded, “Hold thy 
peace, and come out of him.” Luke states, “when the Devil had thrown him in the midst (of the people), he 
came out of him” (Luke 4:35). 
 
While some may doubt the reality of an individual being overcome by an evil spirit that finds habitation within 
the individual, nevertheless this incident occurred and was witnessed by those present. They obviously were 
not surprised an evil spirit could inhabit an individual’s body, but they were “all amazed…for with authority 
commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him” (Mark 1:27). Not the presence of the evil 
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spirit, but the power and authority that was evidenced by Jesus and resulted in the departure from the man’s 
body by the unclean spirit was what astounded those who were present. 
 
4.5.2. A Gadarene Demoniac Healed (Evil Spirits Chose Bodies of Swine). 

Duane S. Crowther states, 
 
“There is confusion in the ancient manuscripts concerning the location of this miracle performed by Jesus. 
Mark said that they “came over to the other side of the sea, into the country of Gadarenes” (Mark 5:1, see 
Luke 8:26). Gadara was a city of the Decapolis, located about eight miles southeast of the southern tip of the 
Sea of Galilee, on the main road to Damascus. It is possible that the city controlled lands right up to the 
southeast shores of the Sea…The general consensus today is that Matthew’s account is not as accurate as 
Mark’s and Luke’s and that the healing of the demoniac actually took place just south of Kursi (modern 
Khersa), near the middle of the east shore of the Sea of Galilee. There the rocky precipice drops suddenly 
down to the Sea, which contrasts with most of the rest of the seashore, where the slope is more gradual.”14 
 

Matthew 8:28-34 
 
28 And when he was come to 
the other side into the country 
of Gergesenes, there met him 
two possessed with devils, 
coming out of the tombs, 
exceeding fierce, so that no 
man might pass by that way. 
 
29 And, behold, they cried out, 
saying, What have we to do 
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of 
God? art thou come hither to 
torment us before the time? 
 
30 And there was a good way 
off from them an herd of many 
swine feeding. 
 
31 So the devils besought him, 
saying, If thou cast us out, 
suffer us to go away into the 
herd of swine. 
 
32 And he said unto them, Go. 
And when they were come out, 
they went into the herd of 
swine: and, behold, the whole 
herd of swine ran violently 
down a steep place into the sea, 
and perished in the waters. 
 
33 And they that kept them 

Mark 5:1-20 
 
1 And they came over unto the 
other side of the sea, into the 
country of the Gadarenes. 
2 And when he was come out of the 
ship, immediately there met him 
out of the tombs a man with an 
unclean spirit, 
3 Who had his dwelling among the 
tombs; and no man could bind him, 
no, not with chains: 
4 Because that he had been often 
bound with fetters and chains, and 
the chains had been plucked 
asunder by him, and the fetters 
broken in pieces: neither could any 
man tame him. 
5 And always, night and day, he 
was in the mountains, and in the 
tombs, crying and cutting himself 
with stones. 
6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, 
he ran and worshipped him. 
7 And cried with a loud voice, and 
said, What have I to do with thee, 
Jesus, thou Son of the most high 
God? I adjure thee by God, that 
thou torment me not. 
8 For he said unto him, Come out 
of the man, thou unclean spirit. 
9 And he asked him, What is thy 
name? And he answered, saying, 
My name is Legion: for we are 

Luke 8:26-39 
 
26 And they arrived at the 
country of the Gadarenes, 
which is over against Galilee. 
27 And when he went forth to 
land, there met him out of the 
city a certain man, which had 
devils long time, and ware no 
clothes, neither abode in any 
house, but in the tombs. 
28 When he saw Jesus, he cried 
out, and fell down before him, 
and with a loud voice said, 
What have I to do with thee, 
Jesus, thou Son of God most 
high? I beseech thee, torment 
me not. 
29 (For he had commanded the 
unclean spirit to come out of 
the man. For 
oftentimes it had caught him: 
and he was kept bound with 
chains and fetters; and he 
brake the bands, and was 
driven of the devil into the 
wilderness.) 
30 And Jesus asked him, 
saying, What is thy name? And 
he said, Legion: because many 
devils were entered into him. 
31 And they besought him that 
he would not command them to 
go out into the deep [abyss]. 
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fled, and went their ways into 
the city, and told every thing, 
and what was befallen to the 
possessed of the devils. 
 
34 And, behold, the whole city 
came out to meet Jesus: and 
when they saw him, they 
besought him that he would 
depart out of their coasts. 

many. 
10 And he besought him much that 
he would not send them away out 
of the country. 
1l Now there was nigh unto the 
mountains a great herd of swine 
feeding. 
12 And all the devils besought him, 
saying, Send us into the swine, that 
we may enter into them. 
13 And forthwith Jesus gave them 
leave. And the unclean spirits went 
out, and entered into the swine: 
and the herd ran violently down a 
steep place into the sea, (there were 
about two thousand;) and were 
choked [drowned] in the sea. 
14 And they that fed the swine fled, 
and told it in the city, and in the 
country. And they went out to see 
what it was that was done. 
15 And they came to Jesus, and see 
him that was possessed with the 
devil, and had the legion, sitting 
and clothed, and in his right mind: 
and they were afraid. 
16 And they that saw it told them 
how it befell to him that was 
possessed with the devil, and also 
concerning the swine. 
17 And they began to pray him to 
depart out of their coasts. 
18 And when he was come into the 
ship, he that had been possessed 
with the devil prayed him that he 
might be with him. 
19 Howbeit, Jesus suffered him not, 
but saith unto him, Go home to thy 
friends, and tell them how great 
things the Lord hath done for thee, 
and hath had compassion on thee. 
20 And he departed, and began to 
publish in Decapolis how great 
things Jesus had done for him: and 
all men did marvel. 

32 And there was there an herd 
of many swine feeding on the 
mountain: and they besought 
him that he would suffer them 
to enter into them. And he 
suffered them. 
33 Then went the devils out of 
the man, and entered into the 
swine: and the herd ran 
violently down a steep place 
into the lake, and were choked. 
34 When they that fed them 
saw what was done, they fled, 
and went and told it in the city 
and in the country. 
35 Then they went out to see 
what was done; and came to 
Jesus, and found the man, out 
of whom the devils were 
departed, sitting at the feet of 
Jesus, clothed, and in his right 
mind: and they were afraid. 
36 They also which saw it told 
them by what means he that 
was possessed of the devil was 
healed. 
37 Then the whole multitude of 
the country of Gadarenes 
round about besought him to 
depart from them; for they 
were taken with great fear: and 
he went up into the ship, and 
returned back again. 
38 Now the man out of whom 
the devils were departed 
besought him that he might be 
with him: but Jesus sent him 
away, saying, 
39 Return to thine own house, 
and shew how great things God 
had done unto thee. And went 
his way, and published 
throughout the whole city how 
great things Jesus had done for 
him.  

 
The following summary is provided regarding the above scriptures: 
 
Jesus and His disciples crossed the Sea of Galilee by ship and entered the country of the Gadarenes. No sooner 
had they disembarked from their ship than a man with an unclean spirit approached the party. (While 
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Matthews accounts states “two men,” most find Mark and Luke’s account to be more accurate). The man had 
dwelt among the tombs away from people in the village. Others had attempted to confine him with chains, but 
they had been unsuccessful in their efforts.  At this time, he now lived among the tombs or caves. During the 
day or at night, he could be heard "crying and cutting himself with stones" (Mark 5:5). 
 
Upon the arrival of Jesus and His party, he ran to Him and the unclean spirit within him “cried with a loud 
voice, and said, ‘What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that 
thou torment me not’" (Mark 5:7). Jesus immediately commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. 
Jesus then asked him his name. The unclean spirit replied, "Legion: for we are many" (Mark 5:9). Rather than 
be sent out of the country, the unclean spirits requested they be allowed to enter into the bodies of a herd of 
swine. Their request was granted and immediately, "the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, 
(there were about two thousand); and were choked [drowned] in the sea" (Mark 5:13). 
 
The herders of the swine upon witnessing this event ran to the village and informed them of both the healing of 
the demoniac and the death of the swine.  The villagers came and witnessed for themselves the healing of the 
man and the death of their swine. The villagers were so frightened by the events that had transpired, they 
requested Jesus and His disciples to leave the area. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"…if the swine were owned by Jews, they drove an illegal trade; if the hog farm belonged to Gentiles, its very 
existence was an insult to the national religion. In either event, even according to the local customs and laws, 
the destruction of the swine was justified."15 
 
If not because of the loss of their swine herd, then why did they request that Jesus and His disciples leave? 
 
Bruce R. McConkie continues, 
 
"Men in the ultimate analysis, are controlled and governed by the desires of their hearts. When they desire and 
love darkness rather than light, neither miracles nor any thing else is sufficient to convert their benighted souls. 
Rather they rebel against the truth, reject the prophets, and pray Jesus ‘to depart out of their coasts.”16 
 
The healed demoniac was so indebted to Jesus he requested of Jesus that "he might be with him" (Mark 5:18).  
Jesus declined his request and instead extended to him a missionary call. He states, "Go home to thy friends, 
and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee" (Mark 5:19). 
The man was truly indebted. If he could not accompany the Savior, he would serve at home and he did. Mark 
records, "and he began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did 
marvel" (Mark 5:20). 
 
4.5.3. Dumb demoniac healed, 

Matt.9:32-34 
 

32 As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed with a devil. 
33 And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes marvelled, saying, It 
was never so seen in Israel. 
34 But the Pharisee said, He casteth out devils through the prince of the devils. 

 
The Pharisees state, "He casteth out devils through the prince of devils" (Matthew 9:34). They are not unlike 
others today. They are unable to accept the miracles which Jesus performed or His divine authority. Therefore, 
the Pharisees sought to discount His miracles before the people by attributing His authority to act from Satan. 



 

 Page 16 

Matthew records, "And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people" 
(Matthew 5:35). 
 
It is of interest to me that when the evil spirit was removed from this man who was previously dumb (unable to 
speak), his speech was restored. Similar to the Gadarenes demonic who was violent, lived “in tombs, crying 
and cutting himself with stones” (Mark 5:5), once the unclean spirit was removed, there was an observable 
change in his demeanor as he was restored to “his right mind” (Mark 5:15). Not only is the evil spirit cast out, 
but there is an observable change in this individual as well. In this instance, the change has occurred, a man 
who was dumb can now speak, was the direct result of Jesus’ intervention. That fact is not disputed by the 
people or the Jewish leaders. The argument presented by the Pharisees is the source of His authority. Later in 
His ministry, Jesus confronted them with the irrationality of their accusation. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“However much it may run counter to the carnal mind to read of men possessed of devils and of other men, 
who cast them out, such is one of the realities of mortal life. One-third of the hosts of heaven—all spirit 
children of our Eternal Father who is God—were cast out of heaven for rebellion. As angels of the devil and as 
sons of him who is Perdition, they stalk the earth, seeking whom they may destroy. Their condemnation: they 
are denied bodies; for them, there is no further progression; they are miserable and seek the misery of all 
mankind; they are damned souls, without hope, forever. If, as, and when-—subject to the restrictions and laws 
of our gracious God-—they can gain temporary tenancy in a tenement of clay, they take up their habitation in 
the bodies of others. We do not know how or under what circumstances such tenancy is permitted. That all 
things are governed and controlled by law, we do know; and we are left to suppose that in the day when the 
Incarnate Jehovah came among men, there must have been more persons who were susceptible to spirit 
possession than has been the case in other days…We do know…that Jesus was destined, as he did, to cast out 
devils, and that this power was given to his apostles and seventies and, of course, is in the true church today.”17 
 
4.6. Power over Sins. 

Individual sick with palsy healed. 
 

Matthew 9:2-8 
 
2 And, behold, they brought to 
him a man sick of the palsy 
[stroke, paralysis] lying on a 
bed: and Jesus seeing their faith 
said unto the sick of the palsy; 
Son, be of good cheer; thy sins 
be forgiven thee. 
 
3 And, behold, certain of the 
scribes said within themselves, 
This man blasphemeth. 
 
4 And, Jesus knowing their 
thoughts said, Wherefore think 
ye evil in your hearts? 
 

Mark 2:1-12 
 
1 And again he entered into 
Capernaum after some days; 
and it was noised that he was in 
the house. 
2 And straightway many were 
gathered together, insomuch 
that there was no room to 
receive them, no, not so much as 
about the door: and he preached 
the word unto them. 
3 And they come unto him, bring 
one sick of the palsy, which was 
borne [carried] of four. 
4 And when they could not come 
nigh unto him or the press, they 
uncovered the roof where he 

Luke 5:17-26 
 
17 And it came to pass on a 
certain day, as he was teaching, 
that there were Pharisees and 
doctors of the law sitting by, 
which were come out of every 
town of Galilee and Judaea, and 
Jerusalem: and the power of the 
Lord was present to heal them. 
18 And, behold, men brought in 
a bed a man which was taken 
with a palsy: and they sought 
means to bring him in, and to 
lay him before him. 
19 And when they could not find 
by what way they might bring 
him in because of the multitude, 
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5 For whether is easier, to say, 
Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to 
say, Arise, and walk? 
 
6 But that ye may know that the 
Son of man hath power on earth 
to forgive sins, (then said he to 
the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take 
up thy bed, and go unto thine 
house. 
 
7 And he arose, and departed to 
his house. 
 
8 But when the multitude saw it, 
they marvelled, and glorified 
God, which had given such 
power unto men.  

was: and when they had broken 
it up, they let down the bed 
wherein the sick of the palsy lay. 
5 When Jesus saw their faith, he 
said unto the sick of the palsy, 
Son, they sins be forgiven thee. 
6 But there were certain of the 
scribes sitting there, and 
reasoning in their hearts, 
7 Why doth this man thus speak 
blasphemies? who can forgive 
sins but God only? 
8 And immediately when Jesus 
perceived in his spirit that they 
so reasoned within themselves, 
he said unto them, Why reason 
ye these things in your hearts? 
9 Whether it is easier to say to 
the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be 
forgiven thee; or to say, Arise 
and take up thy bed, and walk? 
10 But that ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins, (he saith to 
the sick of the palsy,) 
11 I say unto thee, Arise, and 
take up thy bed, and go thy way 
into thine house. 
12 And immediately he arose, 
took up the bed, and went forth 
before them all; insomuch that 
they were all amazed, and 
glorified God, saying, We never 
saw it on this fashion.  

they went upon the housetop, 
and let him down through the 
tiling with his couch into the 
midst before Jesus. 
20 And when he saw their faith, 
he said unto him, Man, thy sins 
are forgiven thee. 
21 And the scribes and the 
Pharisees began to reason, 
saying, Who is this which 
speaketh blasphemies? Who can 
forgive sins, but God alone? 
22 But when Jesus 
perceived their thoughts, he 
answering said unto them, What 
reason ye in your hearts? 
23 Whether is easier, to say, Thy 
sins be forgiven thee; or to say, 
Rise up and walk? 
24 But that ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power upon 
earth to forgive sins, (he said 
unto the sick of the palsy,) I say 
unto thee, Arise, and take up thy 
couch, and go into thine house. 
25 And immediately he rose up 
before them, and took up that 
whereon he lay, and departed to 
his own house, glorifying God. 
26 And they were all amazed, 
and they glorified God, and were 
filled with fear, saying, We have 
seen strange things to day. 

 
Jesus is again teaching in Capernaum. He is in a large house which is full to overflowing. While He is teaching 
those in attendance, from the roof, a bed is carefully lowered into the room which contains a man who is sick 
with palsy. Jesus upon seeing him, "knowing their faith, said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, be of good cheer; 
thy sins be forgiven thee; go thy way and sin no more" (JST, Matthew 9:2). 
 
The scribes said unto themselves, "this man blasphemeth."  They were correct. No man, except He was the 
Promised Messiah, had the power to forgive sins! If He were not the Messiah, He would be guilty of 
blasphemy! 
 
JST, Matthew 9:4-6 
 

4 …Wherefore is it that ye think evil in your hearts? 
5 For is it not easier to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee, than to say, Arise and walk? 
6 But I said this that ye may know that the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins. 
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By telling the paralyzed man his sins had been forgiven, Jesus was bearing His personal witness to the scribes 
as well as those in attendance that He was the Messiah, the Redeemer of the World. To say, “thy sins are 
forgiven” or “take up thy bed and walk” were but further evidences to the people of the divine power and 
authority He had received from His Father. Christ had the power to heal physical maladies and to also forgive 
sins. He also had been given the power of resurrection from His Father. This power enabled Him to save the 
physical body from eternal death-—both His and Ours. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states without His resurrection, 
 
“Our spirits, stained with sin, unable to cleanse themselves, would be subject to the author of sin everlastingly; 
we would be followers of Satan; we would be sons of perdition.”18 
 
How blessed we are that Jesus as the Son of God does have the power to forgive sins just as He has the power 
to heal the physical body. He also has, as He will later demonstrate, the power of resurrection. 
 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 
 
“The Resurrection was the physical proof of our Lord’s divine Sonship, the outward evidence that he was all 
he…said he was—the Messiah.”19 
 
4.7. Power Over Death. 

4.7.1. Daughter of Jairus Raised. 

Matthew 9:18-19, 23-26 
 
18 While he spake these things 
unto them, behold, there came 
a certain ruler, and 
worshipped him, saying, My 
daughter is even now dead: 
but come and lay thy hand 
upon her, and she shall live. 
 
19 And Jesus arose, and 
followed him, and so did his 
disciples. 
 
23 And when Jesus came into 
the ruler’s house, and saw the 
minstrels and the people 
making a noise. 
 
24 He said unto them, Give 
place: for the maid is not 
dead, but sleepeth. And they 
laughed him to scorn. 
 
25 But when the people were 
put forth, he went in, and took 

Mark 5:22-24, 35-43 
 
22 And, behold, there cometh one of 
the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by 
name; and when he saw him, he fell 
at his feet, 
23 And besought him greatly, saying, 
My little daughter lieth at the point of 
death: I pray thee, come and lay thy 
hands on her, that she may be healed; 
and she shall live. 
24 And Jesus went with him; and 
much people followed him, and 
thronged him. 
35 While he yet spake, there came 
from the ruler of the synagogue’s 
house certain which said, Thy 
daughter is dead: why troublest thou 
the Master any further? 
36 As soon as Jesus heard the word 
that was spoken, he saith unto the 
ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, 
only believe. 
37 And he suffered no man to follow 
him, save Peter, James, and John, the 
brother of James. 

Luke 8:41-42, 49-56 
 
41 And, behold, there came a 
man named Jairus, and he 
was a ruler of the synagogue: 
and he fell down at Jesus’ feet, 
and besought him that he 
would come into his house. 
42 For he had one only 
daughter, about twelve years 
of age, and she lay a dying. 
But as he went the people 
thronged him. 
 
49 While he yet spake, there 
cometh one from the ruler of 
the synagogue’s house, saying 
to him, Thy daughter is dead; 
trouble not the Master. 
50 But when Jesus heard it, he 
answered him, saying Fear 
not: believe only, and she shall 
be made whole. 
51 And when he came into the 
house, he suffered no man to 
go in, save Peter, and James, 
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her by the hand, and the maid 
arose. 
 
26 And the fame hereof went 
abroad into all that land. 

38 And he cometh to the house of the 
ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the 
tumult, and them that wept and 
wailed greatly. 
39 And when he was come in, he saith 
unto them, Why make ye this ado, 
and weep? the damsel is not dead, 
but sleepeth. 
40 And they laughed him to scorn. 
But when he had put them all out, he 
taketh the father and the mother of 
the damsel, and them that were with 
him, and entereth in where the 
damsel was lying. 
41 And he took the damsel by the 
hand, and said unto her, Talitha 
cumi; which is, being interpreted, 
Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. 
42 And straightway the damsel arose, 
and walked; for she was of the age of 
twelve years. And they were 
astonished with a great astonishment. 
43 And he charged them straitly that 
no man should know it; and 
commanded that something should 
be given her to eat. 

and John and the father and 
the mother of the maiden. 
52 And all wept, and bewailed 
her: but he said, Weep not; 
she is not dead, but sleepeth. 
53 And they laughed him to 
scorn, knowing that she was 
dead. 
54 And he put them all out, 
and took her by the hand, and 
called, saying, Maid, arise. 
55 And her spirit came again, 
and she arose straightway: 
and he commanded to give 
her meat. 
56 and her parents were 
astonished: but he charged 
them that they should tell no 
man what was done. 

 
Jairus, is a ruler in the Jewish synagogue in Capernaum. Recognizing the healing power Jesus held, he sought 
Jesus to come to his house on behalf of his twelve-year-old daughter. 
 
JST, Matthew 9:24 
 

24 While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler and worshipped 
him, saying, My daughter is even now dying: but come and lay thy hand upon her and she shall 
live. 

 
Jesus agreed with His disciples to accompany him to his home. While on the way, Jairus receives word 
regarding his daughter that may have weakened his faith. Word came from his home that “thy daughter is 
dead:” (Mark 5:35). Jesus offers comforting hope to him as He states, “Fear not: believe only, and she shall be 
made whole” (Luke 8:50). Words that must have immediately strengthened his faith, given by One who had 
the power of life over death. 
 
Once the party arrives at Jairus’ home, the mourners have gathered grieving her death. Jesus told them, “Weep 
not; she is not dead, but sleepeth” (Luke 8:52). Their reaction is the opposite from Jairus for “they laughed him 
to scorn, knowing that she was dead” (Luke 8:53). When confronted with information that causes our faith to 
come into question, we can either hold on to what we know in our heart is true, or give in to those whose 
knowledge of the spiritual is minimal and whose doubt is great as they believe only what they can see. 
 
Jesus accompanied by those of faith, Peter, James and John, and Jairus and his wife, goes into the room of the 
daughter. He takes her by the hand, and says, “Maid, arise” (Luke 8:54). Immediately, “her spirit came again, 
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and she arose straightway” (Luke 8:55). Jesus, before departing, gives her parents two instructions: (1) To give 
their daughter nourishment, and (2) Not to tell anyone regarding the experience they have just witnessed. 
 
One possible reason for the charge to the parents not to share their experience with others may be that the 
holiness of the restoration of their daughter to life was too sacred. To share their experience with those whose 
faith was weak, they would doubt, and may even scorn the verity of their hallowed experience which would 
not be appropriate. Sacred experiences are given to strengthen those who initially had already obtained the 
seed of faith. 
 
4.7.2. Son of Widow of Nain Raised From the Dead. 

Luke 7:11-17 (underline added) 
 

11 And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain: and many of the 
disciples went with him, and much people. 
12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the 
only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her. 
13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. 
14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young 
man, I say unto thee, Arise. 
15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 
16 And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up 
among us; and That God hath visited his people. 
17 And this rumour of him went forth throughout all Judaea, and throughout all the region 
round about. 

 
As Jesus was going into a city called Nain, He saw a dead man being carried out.  He is the only son of his 
widowed mother. Luke records, "and when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, 
Weep not" (Luke 7:13). He stopped the procession, "And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And he 
that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And He delivered him to his mother" (Luke 7:14-15). 
 
This miracle from the writings of Luke is unique not that it involves one who is already dead and is being 
taken to be buried. Its uniqueness lies in the fact that no individual makes a request to the Savior on the behalf 
of the deceased man, not one. It is unique also as Jesus does not request that this miracle not be shared as He 
had previously done with Jairus and his wife. One difference may be that this miracle was performed in public. 
 
There is no doubt this man is dead and all his mother or anyone else can do is to mourn his passing. It was a 
common experience in life then and continues so today. Death is final for all and once it occurs, we are 
helpless to reverse the experience. We mourn the individual’s death and honor their life, but all we can do is to 
await the resurrection when once again their spirit will be reunited with their body and they will live again. 
 
For this man, his life was extended. Life was again restored to his body though the single action of one who 
acted, not due to the request of another, but based upon His compassion for the son’s mother. There is also a 
second reason. Once again, Jesus bears His personal witness, through this healing, He has the power over 
death and can bring the dead to life. 
 
With Jairus and his daughter, the raising was done privately. With the widow and her son, the witness is done 
in public. The religious leaders are afraid the predicted Messiah has come. Others are joyful for the great 
blessing that has come to Israel. His testimony has been given. Only the Messiah has power over death. 
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There will be relatively few who will have the blessing of being raised from the dead in this life either by Jesus 
or His servants who possess the divine power and authority that has been restored to the earth today. As a 
result of the Atonement provided by Jesus Christ through His suffering in the garden and on the cross, the 
price of life over death has been paid for all who have entered mortality. Because of the power and authority 
Jesus possesses, all will live again. It will occur because of His obedience to the will of His Father and because 
of His complete and total compassion for each of us. None will be exempt. 
 
4.8. Power Shared with Others 

Reference to prior titles #4.1-4.820 
 

Matthew 10:1, 7-8 
 
1 And when he had called unto him his twelve 
disciples [Apostles], he gave them power against 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all 
manner of disease. 
 
7 And as you go, preach, saying, the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. 
 
8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, 
cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 

Mark 16:17-18 
 
17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; 
In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall 
speak with new tongues; 
 
18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them: they shall 
lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 

 
These two references confirm Christ’s bestowal of His power and authority to His apostles to act in His name. 
This includes the “power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all 
manner of disease" (Matthew 10:1, 7-8). He will later send out the seventy and will give unto them like power 
and authority (see Luke 10:1). 
 
Upon their return, the seventy reported their success. 
 
Luke 10:17 
 

17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us 
through thy name. 
 

W. Cleon Skousen states, 
 
“They had seen the Savior do all of these things so many times. It had become routine. But now these men 
found themselves in the same role with the same power. It must have been awesome. Even though they may 
not have completely understood the operation of their priesthood authority over evil spirits as well as the 
intelligences in matter, it must have been thrilling indeed to heal the sick, cast out devils, and duplicate many 
of the astonishing things they had seen the Savior do.”21  
 
When Jesus, who holds power and authority, is able to delegate this authority to others and they in turn are 
able to perform miracles in His name, it is yet further evidence of the divine power He holds Himself. 
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Rex C. Reeve, Jr. states, 
 
“The miracles performed by Jesus were an important part of his earthly ministry. He used miracles to show 
compassion, to teach, to inspire, to motivate, and to testify that he was the true Messiah, the Son of God who 
had come in power and authority. The Gospel writers used his miracles to testify that he had power over all 
enemies. The healing of the leper, the centurion’s servant, and Peter’s mother-in-law testified that his power 
extends to persons of all nations, both Jew and Gentile. The calming of the sea extended his power to include 
power over nature and the elements. Casting out the unclean spirits testified of his power over devils and all 
evil. Healing the man with palsy demonstrated his power to forgive sin and to cleanse men before God. And, 
finally, the raising of individuals from the dead showed his power to include power over death and the grave. 
For individuals in all generations, accounts of the miracles reveal the power of Jesus over all enemies and 
testify that he was the Son of God and that he had sufficient power to perform the Atonement and bring 
immortality and the possibility of eternal life to all men.”22 
 
The ability to perform miracles in the Name of Jesus Christ, through the power of the priesthood, is an 
identifying sign of the true Church of Christ. This power is also manifest in His Church during these Latter-
days. 
 
5. Faith and Miracles 

Ether, who lived approximately 800 B.C, was the last great prophet of the Jaredites. We are indebted to him 
for the history of the race. Ether's writings are found in the Book of Mormon. Ether provided the following 
insight regarding the relationship between faith and miracles, 
 
B/M, Ether 12:12, 18, 
 

12 For if there be no faith among the children of men God can do no miracles among them; 
 
18 And neither at any time hath any wrought miracles until after their faith; wherefore they 
first believed in the Son of God. 
 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"Some may suppose that the various miracles and historical events recorded in the scriptures took place simply 
because of some divine providence being shown in the lives of men. True it is that divine providence controls 
the destinies of men and nations, but behind each miracle is divine power, and the power is named faith."23 
  
In each of the miracles the Savior performed, with the possible exception of the dead widow’s son, faith was 
manifest either by the individual themselves or those concerned with their care. Without faith, the miracle 
could not have occurred. Faith must always precede the miracle. 
 
6. What If You Do Not Receive a Miracle? 

While faith is a pre-requisite before a miracle can occur, it is not the only requirement at operation. 
 
Our Heavenly Father stands ever ready to bless and heal His children; however, He knows what is in our best 
interest eternally. While I may meet ALL the pre-requisites necessary in order to receive a miracle including 
faith, obedience to commandments, charity to others, etc., the miracle of healing may be withheld at this time. 
Paul’s “thorn in his side.” (2 Corinthians 12:7-10), is an excellent example of a blessing being withheld for an 
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otherwise worthy individual. You will note that he petitioned the Lord “thrice, that it might depart from me” (2 
Corinthians 12:8). On each occasion the desired blessing was withheld. 
 
Like Paul, you and I, may have to endure our affliction, ultimately trusting, we will be blessed. Someday, 
when the veil is removed from our eyes, we will then understand why the answer to our request was, “not 
now.” 
 
The Savior Himself in the garden requested of His Father, “take away this cup from me” (Mark 14:36), so that 
He would not have to drink from the bitter cup of pain and suffering. He then added, whatever the reply of the 
Father, “nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt” (Mark 14:36). Sometimes we just have to make the 
best of our circumstances, and go forward without bitterness or sadness. For now, we must trust in the love of 
our Heavenly Father, until the miracle comes. 
 
Jay A. Parry states, 
 
“There are indeed many such instance in the Church, and they can indeed happen with people of faith that 
[people pray [for] desperately needed blessing [and] they still don’t come]…perhaps it will be sufficient here 
to say that those in such circumstances can receive their own miracles, suited to their needs by a God who 
knows best what mortal experiences will help them on their way to Godhood-—they can receive blessings of 
comfort in trial; they can receive loving reminders from the Spirit that God remembers them even in the time 
of distress, even though deliverance from their afflictions may not be part of the divine design. And they can 
rejoice with those who have been delivered, and can reach out with understanding hearts to minister to others 
who have not.”24 
 
In the Book of Mormon, we read about a group of people who were suffering in spite of their righteousness. 
The unrighteous King Amulon forbid them, even upon fear of death, to utter prayers aloud (see B/M, Mosiah 
24:11). God, though He heard the prayer of their hearts, did not immediately remove them from their 
persecutor. He did, however, bless them. 
 
B/M, Mosiah 24:14 
 

14 And I will also ease the burden which are put upon your shoulders that even you cannot feel 
them upon your backs, even while ye are in bondage; and this will I do that ye may stand as 
witnesses for me hereafter, and that ye may know of a surety that I, the Lord God, do visit my 
people in their afflictions. 

 
The promise to the people was that even if He did not remove them from bondage, He did provide a way for 
their burden to be eased. His promise is not only to those in Ancient America, but also to each of us, whatever 
our burdens. 
 
7. Conclusions 

We began this chapter with our objective to increase our understanding of miracles. We wanted to know 
specifically what a miracle was and why Christ performed miracles. As we continued our exploration, it 
became clear while there are a variety of reasons, His primary purpose was to witness unto the people that He 
was the Messiah, the Son of God. Because of the power and authority He held, most importantly the power of 
life over death, He had been given by His Father the ability to bring about His own resurrection and ours. It 
was for this very purpose He came into mortality. Miracles served as verifiable proof of His power and 
authority to the people as well as a source of strength and comfort to those who were receptive to the truth. 
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8. List of the Miracles of Jesus 

MIRACLE WHERE 
RECORDED 

The first miracle, water converted into wine. John 2:1-11 

Healing nobleman’s son. John 4:46-54 

Jesus passes unseen through the crowd. Luke 4:28-30 

The drought of fishes. Luke 5:1-11 

An unclean spirit cast out. Mark 1:21-28 
Luke 4:31-37 

Peter’s wife’s mother healed. Matt. 8:14,15 
Mark 1:29-31 
Luke 4:38-39 

A multitude healed. Matt. 8:16,17 
Mark 1:32-34 
Luke 4:40,41 

The leper healed. Matt. 8:1-4 
Mark 1:40-45 
Luke 5:17-26 

A man with an infirmity of thirty-eight years’ standing healed. John 5:1-16 

Man with withered hand healed. Matt. 12:9-13 
Mark 3:1-5 
Luke 6:6-10 

Centurion’s servant healed of palsy. Matt. 8:5-13 
Luke 7:2-10 

The son of a widow of Nain raised. Luke 7:7-17 

Blind and dumb demoniac healed. Matt. 12:22,23 

The storm stilled. Matt. 8:23-27 
Mark 4:35-41 
Luke 8:22-25 

The two Gadarene demoniacs healed. Matt. 8:28-34 
Mark 5:1-20 
Luke 8:26-39 

The swine rush down into the sea and perish. Matt. 8:32-34 
Mark 5:13-20 
Luke 8:33-39 

The daughter of Jairus raised. Matt. 9:18-26 
Mark 5:22-43 
Luke 8:41-56 
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The woman with the issue of blood healed. Matt. 9:20-22 
Mark 5:25-34 
Luke 8:43-48 

Two blind men healed. Matt. 9:27-31 

The dumb demoniac healed Matt. 9:32-34 

The five thousand fed. Matt. 14:14-21 
Mark 6:33-34 
Luke 9:11-17 
John 6:1-14 

Jesus walked on the sea. Matt. 14:24-33 
Mark 6:47-52 
John 6:16-21 

Peter saved. Matt. 14:28-33 

The wind ceases, and the ship is immediately at the land. Matt. 14:24-33 
Mark 6:47-52 
John 6:16-21 

People healed by touch of his garment. Matt. 14:34-36 
Mark 6:53-56 

Daughter of Greek woman healed. Matt. 15:22-28 
Mark 7:25-30 

Deaf man with impediment in speech healed. Mark 7:32-37 

The four thousand fed. Matt. 15:29-38 
Mark 8:1-9 

A blind man healed. Mark 8:22-26 

A demoniac boy healed after failure of disciples. Matt. 17:14-21 
Mark 9:14-29 
Luke 9:37-43 

The tribute money in the fish. Matt. 17:24-27 

Jesus passes through crowd unseen. John 8:59 

Jesus casts out a dumb devil. Luke 11:14-26 

Jesus heals a man born blind. John 9:1-7 

The woman long ill healed on Sabbath. Luke 13:11-17 

The man with dropsy healed on Sabbath. Luke 14:1-6 

The raising of Lazarus from the dead. John 11:17-46 

The ten lepers healed. Luke 17:11-19 

Sight restored to Bartimaeus and another blind beggar. Matt. 20:29-34 
Mark 10:46-52 
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Luke 18:35-43 

Barren fig tree cursed. Matt. 21:18-21 
Mark 11:12-21 

They who were sent to take Jesus fall to the ground. John 18:3-6 

The ear of Malchus, the high priest’s servant, healed. Luke 22:50-51 

The great haul of fishes. John 21:6-14 
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