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Chapter 12: The Parable of the Sower 

Reading Outline: 

 Matthew13  
(Parallel accounts: Mark 4:1-34; 6:1-6; Luke 8:1-18; 13:18-21) 

1.  Half-way Through His Ministry 
2.  What Is a Parable? 
3.  Why Did Jesus Use Parables? 

3.1. Not All Were Prepared to Receive the Mysteries 
3.2. Parables Occurred When Opposition Was Strong 
3.3. Many Doctrines Reserved For Only the Faithful 
3.4. Parables Hide Doctrine From Those with Harden Hearts 
3.5. Parables Reveal Truth to Those Who Are Receptive 
3.6. Parables Are Types and Shadows of Heavenly Things 
3.7. Parables Open the Door to Additional Light and Knowledge 

4.  Parables Found in Other Revealed Scriptures and Among Latter-Day Sources. 
5.  Two Parables 

5.1. The Parable of the Sower or The Four Kinds of Soil 
5.2. The Parable of the Wheat and Tares 

6.  Further Comments: “The Wheat and the Tares” 
7.  List: Parables of Jesus with Scripture References 
8.  Conclusions 

1. Half-way Though His Ministry 

The Life and Teachings of Jesus and his Apostles (Institute) Student Manual states, 
 
"You may be interested to note that the three-year ministry of Jesus is now at about its halfway point. He has 
spent this time principally in his homeland of Galilee. Though disfavor has mounted rather slowly, it has 
finally grown into outright opposition and rejection--all of this in spite of his mighty works. Even the favored 
people of Nazareth had rejected, and would do so again, this Messiah who had grown up in their midst. With 
characteristic judgment and poise, Jesus meets the antagonistic crowds of listeners with a subtle teaching 
method that conceals his message from the unbelieving. He begins to teach in parables."1 
 
2. What Is a Parable? 

Richard D. Draper states, 
 
"[T]he word parable (Greek parabole) stems from the ancient Greek word ballo (to throw or set) with the 
prefix para (alongside or near)."2 
 
James E. Talmage states, 
 
"The essential feature of a parable is that of comparison or similitude, by which some ordinary, well-
understood incident is used to illustrate a fact or principle not directly expressed in the story. The narrative or 
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incident upon which a parable is constructed may be an actual occurrence or fiction; but, if fictitious, the story 
must be consistent and probable, with no admixture of the unusual or miraculous…the parable is designed to 
convey some great spiritual truth."3  
 
James E. Talmage continues, 
 
Simply stated, "a parable is a brief narrative or descriptive allegory [the setting forth of a subject under the 
guise of some other subject or aptly suggestive likeness] founded on real scenes or events such as occur in 
nature and human life, and usually with a moral or religious application."4  
 
3. Why Did Jesus Use Parables? 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"We do not know if these are the first parables related by Jesus--it is, in fact, a little unreasonable to assume 
that no others have been related in the twenty months or so since his baptism--but at least these are the first 
major parables preserved for us in the scriptural record. And it was their use at this time that caused his 
disciples to ask (Matt.13:10): Why speakest thou unto them in parables?"5  
 
Both James E. Talmage and Bruce R. McConkie offer possible explanations for the use of parables by Jesus. 
While their insight overlaps, they do provide further understanding as to why Jesus may have chosen to use 
parables. 
 
3.1. Not All Were Prepared to Receive the Mysteries 

James E. Talmage states, 
 
"To the chosen and devoted followers who came asking ‘the Master why he had changed from direct 
exposition to parables, He explained that while it was their privilege to receive and understand the deeper 
truths of the gospel, 'the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven' as He expressed it, with people in general, who 
were unreceptive and unprepared, such fullness of understanding was impossible."6 
 
3.2. Parables Occurred When Opposition Was Strong 

As noted previously, while disfavor had mounted slowly, outright opposition and rejection now intensified. 
Parables were a means whereby the people could continue to be taught, but this subtle teaching method 
concealed His message from the unbelieving. Jesus stated Himself, "Therefore speak I to them in parables: 
because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand" (Matthew 13:13). 
 
3.3. Many Doctrines Reserved For Only the Faithful 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"Not all people in all ages and under all circumstances are prepared to receive the fullness of all gospel 
truths…Even the true saints--the believing disciples, those who have accepted the gospel and received the gift 
of the Holy Ghost--are not prepared to receive all things…This is perfectly illustrated by the fact that we do 
not have the sealed portion of the Book of Mormon." 7 
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3.4. Parables Hide Doctrine From Those with Harden Hearts 

James E. Talmage states, 
 
"Had He always taught in explicit declaration, such as required no interpretation, many among His hearers 
would have come under condemnation, inasmuch as they were too weak in faith and unprepared in heart to 
break the bonds of traditionalism and prejudices engendered by sin, so to accept and obey the saving word."8 
 
3.5. Parables Reveal Truth to Those Who Are Receptive 

Jesus identified two groups of listeners. The first “For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull 
of hearing, and their eyes are closed;” (Matthew 13:15). 
 
The second group, “But blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear. And blessed are you 
because these things are come unto you, that you might understand them” (JST, Matthew 13:15). 
 
Bruce R. McConkie referring to the second group states, 
 
“How blessed they were in that day to hear both the parables and the plain teachings! And yet how blessed are 
we to live in this day, a day when the word of God is again in the mouths of legal administrators, servants who 
now minister in the place and stead of him who filled his mission in Galilee and Judea and Perea and all 
Palestine!"9  
 
The groups we would have been in, those who see and hear or the blind and deaf, at the time of Christ or 
today, depends upon our receptiveness to spiritual truth. 
 
3.6. Parables Are Types and Shadows of Heavenly Things 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"[P]arables are not sources to search to learn doctrine. They may serve as illustrations of gospel principles; 
they may dramatize, graphically and persuasively, some gospel truths; but it is not their purpose to reveal 
doctrine, or standing alone, to guide men along the course leading to eternal life…Parables are types and 
shadows--something to ponder and analyze and pray about. Indeed, this is one of their allures. They are a sort 
of religious puzzle awaiting solution, a sacred mystery waiting to be uncovered."10  
 
3.7. Parables Open the Door to Additional Light and Knowledge 

The value of parables to those who are temporarily blind and deaf is that those truths which are forgotten may 
reoccur as the individual goes about their daily life. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"[P]arables are a reminder of half-seen truths yet to be learned; they contain a few rays of spiritual light, 
hidden by the clouds of unbelief, which rays at any moment might burst through the misty veil to let light into 
human souls…If you are capable of understanding [the]…parable, then do so. Study, pray, ponder; seek 
enlightenment; attune yourself to the whisperings of the Spirit, until its full meaning and significance dawns 
upon you. In this way you will learn more of me and my gospel."11 
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Bruce R. McConkie offers this word of caution, 
 
"…take heed how ye hear and accept gospel truth, for you shall be rewarded with new revelation only if you 
are prepared to receive it. The measure of attention you give to truths already revealed will dictate how 
much new truth will be meted to you. If you continue to receive light and truth, and abide in them, 
eventually you shall be perfected in the truth and know all things. But if you do not continue to receive gospel 
light, and to walk in that light, from you shall be taken even that light which you once had, and you shall walk 
in darkness."12 
 

Reasons Jesus Taught with Parables 

1. Not all were prepared to receive the mysteries. 

2. Parables occurred when opposition was strong. 

3. Many doctrines reserved for only the faithful. 

4. Parables hide doctrine from those with harden hearts. 

5. Parables reveal truth to those who are receptive. 

6. Parables are types and shadows of heavenly things. 

7. Parables open the door to additional light and knowledge. 

 
4. Parables Found in Other Revealed Scriptures and Among Latter-Day Sources. 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
When Jesus spoke to the Nephites on the American continent, as recorded in 3 Nephi, one discovers the true 
“unapproachable beauty…of human speech,' as it is there found in (His) plain words, devoid of parabolic 
covering, of the One who excelled all others in all things."13 
 
It is often the case that when righteousness flourishes, the need for parables diminishes. However, when Jesus 
came to the Nephites, He repeated a number [of parables] that He had given in the Holy Land (see B/M, 3 
Nephi 12:15;14:3-5;14:16;14:24-27). Earlier Jacob had related Zenos's parable of the tame and wild olive trees 
(see B/M, Jacob 5 and 6). 
 
The New Testament Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s Supplement states, 
 
“The Doctrine and Covenants relates and interprets a number of parables from the New Testament: the fig tree 
(35:16; 45:36-38); the ten virgins (45:52-57; 63:54); the wheat and tares (86:1-7; 101:64-67); and the 
importuning widow and the unjust judge (101:81-91). In addition, there are a number of new parables given by 
the Lord in the Doctrine and Covenants: the man with twelve sons (38:24-27); the twelve kingdoms (88:51-
61); and the twelve olive trees, the watchmen and the tower (101:43-62). 
 
“Joseph Smith related many of the parables and gave insightful interpretations of them… [In a long letter he 
wrote to the Saints] …he interpreted the following parables: the sower; the wheat and tares; the mustard seed; 
the leaven; the treasure hid in a field; the pearl of great price, and the net.” (The Teachings of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith. Compiled by Joseph Fielding Smith. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1976, [1977], 94-102). 
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“[Others including] David O. McKay and Spencer W. Kimball… [as well as] James E. Talmage… [and] in our 
day, Boyd K. Packer has written on the use of parables in teaching…and also has given us two great parables, 
“The Glove” …and “The Mediator.”14  
 
The use and meaning of parables in teaching important concepts has value today. It can serve to bring to the 
mind of the listener familiar events from everyday life that can assist them in remembering the underlying 
concepts. 
 
5. Two Parables: The Sower or the Four Kinds of Soil and The Wheat and the Tares 

These two parables are deserving of special attention. The parable of the Sower teaches us how to gain eternal 
life as well as the importance of doing missionary work. Through the Prophet Joseph Smith, the Lord has 
provided further insight regarding the interpretation of the parable of the wheat and tares. This parable 
provides important truths regarding the Church and her members in the Latter-days. 
 
Joseph Smith states, 
 
“I have a key by which I understand the scriptures. I enquire, what was the question which drew out the 
answer, or caused Jesus to utter the parable."15 
 
5.1. The Parable of the Sower or The Four Kinds of Soil 

Why this Parable? We only know that a great multitude had come to Jesus. Their number was so great that, "he 
went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore" (Matthew 13:2). 
 
Matthew 13:3-8: 
 

3 …Behold, a sower went forth to sow; 
4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them 
up; 
5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, 
because they had no deepness of earth: 
6 And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered 
away. 
7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them; 
8 But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, 
some thirtyfold. 

 
The Life and Teachings of Jesus Christ and his Apostles (Institute) Student Manual states, 
 
Elements of the Parable of the Sower or Four Kinds of Soil: 
 

Object/Symbol Meaning Scripture reference 

The Seed The Word of God Luke 8:11; B/M, Alma 32:28 

The Sower One Who preaches the word of God Mark 4:14; B/M, Alma 32:27-28 

The Field The World Matthew 13:38 

The Soils The Varying Hearts of the Hearers of the Matthew 13:58; B/M, Alma 32:28 
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Word 

The Fruits The Results (Works) which come forth in 
the lives of the Hearers of the word 

Luke 8:15; Matthew 7:16-19 

Reference16 
 
The “Four Soils” 
 

Ground Where 
Seed fell 

Meaning Reference 

1. “The Way side 
Soil” 

Love of Darkness Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
96. 

2. “The Stoney 
Places” 

Not Endure to the End Life of Heber C. Kimball, 449-450. 

3. “Among Thorns” Seek Honors of the World Bruce R. McConkie, Doctrinal New 
Testament Commentary 1:289. 

4. “Good Ground” Latter-Day Saints JST, Luke 8:15 

Reference 17 
 
1. “The Way side Soil” 
 
The Savior told his disciples, 
 
Matthew 13:19 
 

19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the 
wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seeds 
by the way side. 

 
Joseph Smith states, 
 
“Men who have no principle of righteousness in themselves, and whose hearts ae full of iniquity, and have no 
desire for the principles of truth, do not understand the word of truth when they hear it. The devil taketh away 
the word of truth out of their hearts, because there is no desire for righteousness in them…."18 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"These are the scribes and Pharisees of society, the ministers of false religions, and the wicked and ungodly 
who love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil…They are the religionists in our day who 
close their ears to new revelation and choose to believe such doctrines as that men are saved by grace alone, 
without more, thus leaving them free to walk in worldliness and still, as they suppose, to gain salvation."19  
 
2. “The Stoney Places” 
 
In the Joseph Smith Translation, we receive further insight as Jesus offers the following clarification regarding 
the meaning of the seed that falls into stony places. 
 



 

 Page 7 

JST, Matthew 13:19 
 

19 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word and 
readily with joy receiveth it, yet hath not root in himself, and endureth but for a while; for when 
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. 
 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"These are they who believe the word…but they do not press forward with a steadfastness in Christ; they do 
not continue to learn the doctrines of salvation; they do not pay tithes and offerings and serve in the Church. 
They do not endure to the end. Persecution arises; trial and tribulations block their path; their temptations are 
greater than they can bear. Because their roots are not deeply embedded in gospel soil, the new plant withers. 
It cannot stand the scorching rays of the sun."20  
 
In 1867, Heber C. Kimball spoke in either the Bowery or the Old Tabernacle. He was a close friend of 
Brigham Young and he was with Brigham and Joseph Young when they came to Kirtland in 1832 and met the 
Prophet Joseph Smith in September, 1832. He was ordained an Apostle, February 14, 1835, at the hands of the 
Three Witnesses. Brigham Young called him to serve as his first counselor when he was himself called to be 
the Prophet of the Church in 1847. President Kimball served in that capacity until his death on June 22, 1868. 
 
Heber C. Kimball states, 
 
"Let me say to you, that many of you will see the time when you will have all the trouble, trial and persecution 
that you can stand, and plenty of opportunities to show that you are true to God and his work. This Church has 
before it many close places through which it will have to pass before the work of God is crowned with victory. 
To meet the difficulties that are coming, it will be necessary for you to have a knowledge of the truth of this 
work for yourselves. The difficulties will be of such a character that the man or woman who does not possess 
this personal knowledge or witness will fall. If you have not got the testimony, live right and call upon the 
Lord and cease not till you obtain it. If you do not you will not stand…The time will come when no man nor 
woman will be able to endure on borrowed light. Each will have to be guided by the light within himself. If 
you do not have it, how can you stand? Do you believe it?"21  
 
3. “Among Thorns” 
 
We again turn to the Joseph Smith Translation for further insight as Jesus further taught His disciples. 
 
JST, Luke 8:14 
 

14 And that which fell among thorns are they, who, when they have heard, go forth and are 
choked with cares, and riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 
 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"Just as the good plant is soon choked and dies because it cannot overcome the influence of the weeds and 
thistles, so it is with the members of the Church who know the gospel is true, but who are not valiant in the 
testimony of Jesus, who are not affirmatively and courageously striving to further the interests of the Church. 
So, it is of the Saints who think more of the honors of men, the educational standards of the world, political 
preferment, or money and property, than they do of the gospel. They know the Lord's work has been 
established on earth, but they let the care of the world choke the word."22  
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4. “Good Ground” 
 
In the Joseph Smith Translation, we read the following explanation of Jesus to His disciples. 
 
JST, Luke 8:15 
 

15 But that which fell on the good ground are they, who receive the word in an honest and good 
heart, having heard the word, keep what they hear, and bring forth fruit with patience. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"…there are many degrees of receptive belief; there are many gradations of effective cultivation. All men, the 
saints included, shall be judged according to their works; those who keep the whole gospel law shall bring 
forth a hundred-fold and inherit the fulness of the Father's kingdom. Other shall gain lesser rewards in the 
mansions which are prepared."23 
 
5.2. The Parable of the Wheat and Tares 

Why was this particular Parable given? 
 
Matthew 13:24 
 

24 Another parable put he forth unto them saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
which sowed good seed in his field: 
 

This is the only explanation offered by Jesus as to why this parable was given. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Jesus now presents us with one of his more complex and difficult parabolic utterances. It is the parable of the 
wheat and the tares, one that required a special interpretation for the apostles of old, and one that required a 
latter-day revelation [Doctrine and Covenants 86] to enable us to bring its deep and hidden meanings to light. 
And mayhap, even yet, we await further spiritual enlightenment before its full significance is spread before 
us."24 
 
Matthew 13:24-30 
 

24 …The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field; 
25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 
26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 
27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed 
in thy field? for whence then hath it tares? 
28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that 
we go and gather them up? 
29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 
30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, 
Gather ye together first the tares, [JST, Matt.13:29:…Gather ye together first the wheat into my 
barn; and the tares are bound in bundles to be burned.] and bind them in bundles to burn them; 
but gather the wheat into my barn. 

 
 



 

 Page 9 

The Doctrine and Covenants (Institute) Student Manual states, 
 
“When he first gave the parable of the wheat and the tares (see Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43), Jesus interpreted 
nearly every item in the parable…The items which the Lord did not identify in Matthew 13 are as follows: (1) 
The wheat springing forth and starting to bear fruit; (2) The men sleeping; (3) The wheat and tares being 
allowed to grow together until the harvest, and (4) The wheat being uprooted in an attempt to weed out the 
tares. [In the modern-day compilation of revelations given to the Prophet Joseph Smith, known as the Doctrine 
and Covenants, see section 86] …these items are explained, and more information on the first items is 
given.”25 
 
The following chart consists of information obtained from the Doctrine and Covenants (Institute) Student 
Manual and Charting the New Testament. 
 

Object/Symbol/Scripture Meaning/Scripture 

1. Man which sowed good seed in his field (Matt. 
13:34) 

1. The Son of Man (Jesus) (Matt. 13:37; D&C 86:2) 

2. A Field (13:24) 2. The World (13:38) 

3. Wheat (13:29) 3. Children of the Kingdom [followers of Jesus] 
(13:38) 

4. Tares (13:29) 4. Children of the wicked One [those who follow the 
enticement of the devil] (13:38) 

5. An enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat 
(13:25) 

5. The devil (13:39) 

6. Harvest (13:30) 6. End of the World (13:39) 

7. Reapers (13:30) 7. Angels (13:39; JST. 13:40) 

8. Tares bound and burned 8. The evil ones separated out and cast into the fire 
[punishment] at the judgment (JST. Matthew 13:44) 

9. Wheat gathered into the barn 9. The righteous ones are separated out and made to 
shine forth in the kingdom of the Father (see D&C 
101:64-65) 

 

Additions D&C 86 

1. Sowers of the seed 1. The Apostles [commissioned by Christ to preach 
the Gospel to all the world (see Matthew 28:16-20; 
Mark 16:15-20) 

2. Man falling asleep 2. Death of the Original Apostles (D&C 86:3) 

3. Enemy 3. Babylon (86:3) [symbol of worldliness and evil 
and therefore may be said to represent the devil’s 
power in the world] 

4. Church driven into Wilderness 4. The time of the Apostasy with the Wilderness 
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representing the period of time when the Church and 
the priesthood were taken from the earth (see 
Revelations 12:12-17) 

5. Tenderness of the wheat 5. Weakness or newness in the faith 

References26 
 
6. Further Comments: “The Wheat and the Tares” 

James E. Talmage clarifies the reference to “tares,” 
 
“The writer of the article 'Tares' in Smith's Dictionary,…'tares,' of the parable (Matt.13:25), denotes the weed 
called 'bearded darnel'…The bearded darnel before it comes into ear is very similar in appearance to wheat, 
and the roots of the two are often intertwined;…This darnel is easily distinguishable from the wheat and barley 
when headed out, but when both are less developed, the closest scrutiny will often fail to detect it."27 
 
Joseph Fielding Smith states there are also tares amongst the membership of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 
 
"…let us not forget that even in the Church, the tares are to be found. It is the tares which are to be gathered up 
and burned from all over the world, but those in the Church will also be gathered out and [also] find their place 
in the fire [see 3 Nephi 21:20].”28 
 
We might ask ourselves when will the gathering commence by the angels who will be sent to gather out the 
tares for destruction? 
 
Wilford Woodruff states, 
 
“At a testimony meeting of Salt Lake Temple workers in Brigham City, Utah, June 24, 1894, President 
Wilford Woodruff related the following: "God has held the angels of destruction for many years, lest they 
should reap down the wheat with the tares. But I want to tell you now, that those angels have left the portals of 
heaven, and they stand over the earth waiting to pour out the judgments. And from this very day they shall be 
poured out."29 
 
Joseph Fielding Smith adds, 
 
"The Lord said that the sending forth of these angels was to be at the end of the harvest, and the harvest is the 
end of the world. Now, that ought to cause some very serious reflections. And the angels have been 
pleading…before the Lord to be sent on their mission. Until 1893 the Lord said to them no, and then He set 
them loose. According to the revelation of President Woodruff, the Lord sent them out on that mission. 
 
"What do we gather out of that? That we are at the time of the end. This is the time of the harvest. This is the 
time spoken of which is called the end of the world….”30 
 
Another important item found in the parable of “The Wheat and the Tares” is its reference to history. 
 
New Testament: Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s Supplement states, 
 
“Four periods of history are discussed in the parable of the wheat and tares: (1) Meridian of time; gospel of 
Christ taught; (2) Apostasy; (3) Restoration in the last days and, (4) Destruction of the wicked.”31  
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We are most blessed to live in a day when the various aspects of these two parables are brought in to focus 
through the revealed word that we have received. We have been warned. Will we heed the warning we have 
received? 
 
7.  List of the Parables of Jesus with Scripture Reference 

Following is a list of Parables of Jesus compiled by Richard D. Draper 
 

 Parables of Jesus Where Recorded 

1. Temple, if destroyed, to be raised in three days John 2:19-22 

2. Candle under a bushel Matthew 5:14-16 

3. House on rock and sand Matthew 7:24-27 

4. Children of the bridechamber Matthew 9:14-15; Mark 2:18-20;  
Luke 5:33-35 

5. Piece of new cloth in an old garment Matthew 9:16; Mark 2:21; Luke 5:36 

6. New wine in old bottles Matthew 9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 5:37-38 

7. New wine as against old wine Luke 5:39 

8. Blind leading the blind Matthew 15:14; Luke 6:39 

9. The beam and the mote Luke 6:41-42 

10. The two debtors Luke 6:46-50 

11. The sower Matthew 13:3-23; Mark 4:3-23;  
Luke 8:5-18 

12. The seed growing by itself Mark 4:26-29 

13. The tares Matthew 13:24-30 

14. The mustard seed Matthew 13:31-32 Luke 13:18-19;  
Mark 4:30-32 

15. The leaven Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20-21 

16. Parable of the tares explained Matthew 13:36-43 

17. Treasure hid in a field Matthew 13:44 

18. Pearl of great price Matthew 13:45-46 

19. The dragnet Matthew 13:47-50 

20. What defiles a man Matthew 15:11, 15-20 

21. The lost sheep and the ninety and nine Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7 

22. The harsh servant and the debt Matthew 18:23-35 

23. The good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37 
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24. The friend at midnight Luke 11:5-13 

25. The unclean spirit Luke 11:24-26 

26. The foolish rich man Luke 12:13-21 

27. The watchful servants Luke 12:36-40 

28. The faithful and wise steward Luke 12:41-48 

29. The unfruitful fig tree Luke 13:6-9 

30. The good shepherd John 10:1-6 

31. The shut door Luke 13:23-30 

32. The great supper Luke 14:7-14 

33. The building of the tower Luke 14:25-30 

34. The king going to make war Luke 14:31-33 

35. The ten pieces of silver Luke 15:11-32 

36. The return of the prodigal son Luke 15:11-32 

37. The unjust steward Luke 16:1-13 

38. The rich man and Lazarus Luke 16:19-31 

39. Servant and master supping Luke 17:7-10 

40. The importunate widow Luke 18:1-8 

41. The Pharisee and the publican Luke 18:9-14 

42. The labourers in the vineyard Matthew 21:1-16 

43. The two sons Matthew 21:28-32 

44. The wicked husbandman Matthew 21:33-34; Mark 12:1-12; 
Luke 20:9-18 

45. The king’s son Matthew 22:1-14 

46. The fig tree leaves Matthew 24:32-33; Mark 13:28-29;  
Luke 21:29-31 

47. The man taking a long journey Mark 13:34-37 

48. The faithful and the evil servant Matthew 24:42-51 

49. The ten virgins Matthew 25:1-13 

50. The talents or the ten pounds Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 19:11-27 

51. The sheep and the goats Matthew 25:31-46 

Reference32  
 
 
 



 

 Page 13 

8. Conclusions 

The New Testament Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s Supplement states, 
 
"We have seen how effectively Christ used parables to teach some of the deepest meanings of the gospel. Our 
responsibility is to be more diligent in seeking out the yet deeper meanings with the aid of the Holy Ghost.”33 
 
I believe that this is best accomplished as we ponder and search the scriptures and then give their teachings 
application in our daily life. We are to make use of the insight we have been given regarding gospel truths. As 
we do so, we are saying to the Lord, we value His gospel and want to understand our responsibility to be a 
light unto others who may also be seeking to know the truth. If we fail to do so, it will be “as if” we are 
lighting our candle and then putting “it under a bushel” (Matthew 5:15), where its value is greatly diminished, 
 

Joseph Smith taught, 
 
“…we discover that the very reason… [why the Jews] would not receive the Messiah, was, because they did 
not or would not understand; and seeking, they did not perceive;…because they were not willing to see with 
their eyes, and hear with their ears; not because they could not, and were not privileged to see and hear, but 
because their hearts were full of iniquity and abominations; light had come into the world, and men choose 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil.”34 
 
We learn from our study of the scriptures that we must be obedient to the commandments in order to hear the 
whispering of the Holy Ghost. Our ears and hearts will then be prepared to receive divine truths. We will then 
be able to understand the parables of Christ and, therefore, will not be numbered among those who have ears, 
but hear not, and eyes, but see not, for we will be clean and pure. 
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