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Chapter 22: What is the Sign of Thy Coming? 

Reading Outline: 

 Matthew 24-25 
 PGP, Joseph Smith-Matthew  

(Parallel accounts: Mark 13; Luke 12:35-48; 21; D&C 45) 

1.  Tuesday, April 4, A.D. 30 
2.  The Olivet Discourse 

2.1. Events Prior to Destruction of Temple, the Persecution of the Apostles and Disciples and 
the Jews 

2.1.1.  Your House (the Temple) is Left Unto You Desolate. 
2.1.2.  A Dispensation of Persecution and Martyrdom 
2.1.3.  Jerusalem, the Abomination of Desolation and the Jews 

2.2. The Signs of the Second Coming and End of the World 
2.2.1.  Universal Apostasy Before the Second Coming 
2.2.2.  An Era of Restoration Before the Second Coming 
2.2.3.  Desolations Precede the Second Coming 
2.2.4.  Gentile Fullness Ends Before the Second Coming 
2.2.5.  The Abomination of Desolation at the Second Coming 
2.2.6.  The Glories Attending Our Lord's Return 

2.2.6.1.  Signs and Wonders 
2.2.6.2.  The Jews Shall Gather at Jerusalem Prior to His Coming 
2.2.6.3.  The Saints Shall Be Resurrected When the Lord Comes 
2.2.6.4.  Calamity and Mourning to Attend Second Coming 
2.2.6.5.  Jews in Jerusalem Shall View Jesus’ Wounds when Returns 
2.2.6.6.  Heathen Shall Be Redeemed and Satan Bound at Second Coming 

2.2.7.  Watch, Pray, Take Heed, Be Ready! 
3.  Three More Parables 

3.1. The Parable of the Fig Tree 
3.2. The Parable of the Ten Virgins 
3.3. The Parable of the Talents 

4.  Christ to Sit in Judgment at the Second Coming 
5.  Conclusions 

1. Tuesday, April 4, A.D. 30 

The events we will address during this chapter also occurred on Tuesday, April 4, A.D. 30. These events 
include: The Olivet Discourse; Three additional parables that include: 1) The Parable of the Fig Tree 
(Matt.24:32-35); 2) The Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matt.25:1-13), and 3) The Parable of the Talents 
(Matt.25:14-30), and the judgment that will occur to earth’s inhabitants at the commencement of the Second 
Coming. 
 
 



 

 Page 2 

2. The Olivet Discourse 

There are three accounts by the Gospels writers of Jesus' discourse given to His apostles and disciples in 
response to their inquiry while gathered on the Mount of Olives. These are found in Matthew 24-25, Mark 13, 
and Luke 21. Subsequently, the Lord through modern revelation has also added to the event as recorded in the 
Joseph Smith Translation under the heading Joseph Smith-Matthew in the Pearl of Great Price and in the 
Doctrine and Covenants, section 45. In the Joseph Smith Translation (JST), those verses where additional 
words or verses are provided, are underlined. 
 
It is important to understand that while Joseph Smith did not render an exact translation of the original 
discourse, his additions and reordering of the original material have enhanced our understanding of this 
important discourse. 
 

Matthew 24:3 
 
 
 
3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the 
disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us 
when shall these things be? and what shall be the 
sign of the coming, and of the end of the world? 
 

JST, Matthew 24:3-4 
 
3 And Jesus left them and went upon the mount of 
Olives. 
4 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the 
disciples came unto him privately, saying Tell us, 
when shall these things be which thou hast said 
concerning the destruction of the temple, and the 
Jews; and what is the sign of thy coming; and of 
the end of the world? (or the destruction of the 
wicked, which is the end of the world.) 

 
It is the answer to these questions offered by four of the apostles, “Peter and James and John and Andrew” 
(Mark 13:3) that prompted Jesus’ discourse. These questions are:  
 

1. What events shall precede the destruction of the temple and the Jews? 

2. What is the sign of thy coming and the end of the world or the destruction of the wicked? 
 
Jesus’ response, now known as the Olivet discourse initiated by four of His apostles, was probably heard by all 
the disciples who were present on that occasion. Unfortunately, as Jesus' teachings were handed down, the two 
events became combined and it became difficult to separate out those events leading to the destruction of the 
temple from those events that would precede the second coming. 
 
The delineation of these two events has become more concise with the additional "reordering" of Joseph 
Smith-Matthew as found in the Pearl of Great Price. 
 
David R. Seely states, 
 
“Joseph Smith’s reorganization (and repetition) of many of the verses in Matthew 24 has also resulted in a 
general division of the material between that which pertains to the Roman destruction of the temple and the 
fate of the apostles (JS-M 1:1-21a), and the portion that is relevant to the future return of the Savior (JS-M 
1:21b-55)…The Lord, through his servant Joseph Smith, has provided much modern revelation that 
illuminates the ancient biblical record and stands as a solemn witness of his love and concern for his children 
and as a warning that we should carefully heed.”1 
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We will now address three major events Jesus addressed regarding the events prior to the destruction of the 
temple and the scattering of the Jews. 
 
2.1. Events Prior to the Destruction of the Temple, the Persecution of the Apostles and 
Disciples and the Jews. 

2.1.1. Your House (the Temple) is Left Unto You Desolate. 

Matthew 24:1-3 
 

1 And Jesus went out and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew 
him the buildings of the temple. 
2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be 
left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 

 
Richard D. Draper states regarding the temple of Herod, 
 
"One of the great structures of the ancient world was the magnificent temple of Herod in Jerusalem. Its court, 
walls and grounds caused ancient visitors to marvel. On each side of the temple proper there was a rectangular 
enclosure the length of two football fields. These were surrounded by high porches with massive pillars. A 
more integrated design than the Roman forum or the Athenian acropolis, it had great spaces for crowds of 
pilgrims, spaces dominated by rising concentric courts crowned by a sanctuary over 100 feet high, gleaming 
with gold and white marble. The huge stones forming the outer walls, many of which still remain to this day, 
were three and four feet high and reached lengths up to fifteen feet."2 
 
Bruce R. McConkie adds, 
 
"Some single stones were about 67 1/2 feet long, 7 1/2 feet high, and 9 feet broad; the pillars supporting the 
porches, all one stone, were some 37 1/2 feet tall. It is said that when the Romans destroyed and ploughed 
Jerusalem, six days battering of the walls failed to dislodge these mighty stones."3 
 
Given the height and weight of the walls, it is no wonder that the disciples would be astonished by the words 
of the Master, “There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” (Matthew 
24:2). 
 
The Life and Teachings of Jesus and his Apostles (Institute) Student Manual states, 
 
“A rebellious disturbance among the Jews gave a semblance of excuse for chastisement to be visited upon 
them by their Roman masters, which culminated in the destruction of Jerusalem, A.D. 70. The city fell after a 
six month’s siege before the Roman arms led by Titus, son of the Emperor Vespasian…The city was utterly 
destroyed, and the site upon which the Temple had stood was plowed up by the Romans in their search for 
treasure.”4 
 
2.1.2. A Dispensation of Persecution and Martyrdom 

Matthew 24:5, 9 
 
5 For many shall come in my name, saying I am 
Christ; and shall deceive many. 
 

Mark 13: 6, 9-13 
 
6 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am 
Christ; and shall deceive many. 
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9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted 
and shall kill you; and ye shall be hated of all 
nations for my name’s sake. 

9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall 
deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues 
ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before 
rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony 
against them. 
10 And the gospel must first be published among 
all nations. 
11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you 
up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall 
speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever 
shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for 
it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 
12 Now the brother shall betray the brother to 
death, and the father the son; and children shall 
rise up against their parents, and shall cause them 
to be put to death. 
13 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s 
sake… 

 
As recorded by Mark, the persecution against Christ’s apostles and disciples will commence upon each of 
them. Despite the dire circumstances that would befall them, they were told that they would not be left without 
comfort and support. The gift of the Holy Ghost would be given to them and at their very hour of need, He 
would give them the words to speak. 
 
During all dispensations of time, false prophets and false religions have arisen to wage war against the Lord’s 
servants. The persecution against the apostles and disciples especially intensified following the death of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“…if ever there was a dispensation of martyrdom it was in the day of Jesus and Peter and Paul. In that day to 
join the Church was to prepare to die.”5 
 
Eusebius of Caesarea was a Roman historian of Greek descent, a Bishop, and theologian. He lived A.D. 
260/265 and died A.D. 339/340. He was a scholar of the Biblical canon and is regarded as a extremely well 
learned Christian of his time. (See Eusebius. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eusebium) 
 
Eusebius writes regarding the Jews persecution of the apostles, 
 
“…the Jews after the ascension of our Saviour in addition to their crime against him, had been devising as 
many plots as they could against his apostles. First Stephen was stoned to death by them, and after him James, 
the son of Zebedee and the brother of John, was beheaded, and finally James, the first that had obtained the 
Episcopal seat in Jerusalem after the ascension of our Saviour, died in the manner already described. But the 
rest of the apostles, who had been incessantly plotted against with a view to their destruction, and had been 
driven out of the land of Judea, went unto all nations to preach the Gospel, relying upon the power of Christ, 
who had said to them, ‘Go ye and make disciples of all the nations in my name.”6 
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2.1.3. Jerusalem, the Abomination of Desolation and the Jews 

Matthew 24:15-18 
 

15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 
in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him 
understand:) 
 
16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the 
mountains: 
17 Let him which is on the housetop not come 
down to take any thing out of his house: 
18 Neither let him which is in the field return back 
to take his clothes. 

JST, Matthew 24:12-15 
 

12 When you, therefore, shall see the abomination 
of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 
concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, then you 
shall stand in the holy place; whoso readeth let 
him understand. 
13 Then let them who are in Judea flee into the 
mountains; 
14 Let him who is on the housetop flee, and not 
return to take anything out of his house; 
15 Neither let him who is in the field return back 
to take his clothes. 

 
Fredrick W. Farrar states, 
 
"In that awful siege it is believed that there perished 1,100,000 men, beside the 97,000 who were carried 
captive, and most of whom perished subsequently in the arena or the mine; and it was an awful thing to feel, as 
some of the survivors and eyewitnesses--and they not Christians--did feel, that the city had deserved its 
overthrow by producing a generation who were the cause of its misfortunes; and that neither did any other city 
ever suffer such miseries nor did any age ever breed a generation more fruitful in wickedness than this was, 
since the beginning of the world."7  
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"Those who with Roman hands crucified their King at Jerusalem would soon themselves be  
hanging by thousands upon Roman crosses in that same benighted area…The counsel that the 
saints should then ‘stand in the holy place’ means that they should assemble together where they could receive 
prophetic guidance that would preserve them from the desolations of the day.”8 
 

Matthew 24:21-22 
 

21 For then shall be great tribulation, 
 
 

such as was not since the beginning of the world 
to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

 
 
 

22 And except those days should be shortened, 
there should no flesh be saved:  
 
 
but for the elect’s sake those days shall be 
shortened. 

 

JST, Matthew 24:18-22 
 

18 For then, in those days, shall be great 
tribulation on the Jews, and upon the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, such as was not before sent upon 
Israel, of God, since the beginning of their 
kingdom until this time; no, nor ever shall be sent 
again upon Israel. 
19 All things which have befallen them are only 
the beginning of the sorrow which shall come 
upon them; and except those days should be 
shortened, there should none of their flesh be 
saved. 

 
20 But for the elect’s sake, according to the 
covenant, those days shall be shortened. 
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21 Behold, these things I have spoken unto you 
concerning the Jews.  
22 And again, after the tribulation of those which 
shall come upon Jerusalem… 

 
The insight provided by the Joseph Smith Translation states that as horrible and terrifying as was the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, where it is estimated that one million lives were lost, this marked 
only be the beginning of their sorrows. 
 
Richard Lloyd Anderson states, 
 
“The savage sack of Jerusalem took perhaps a million lives, and this is the point of comparison for worse 
things to come, whereas the unchanged Matthew 24 speaks of calamities that would spare ‘no flesh” unless 
shortened’ (JST, Matthew 24:22). Joseph Smith wrote that this prophecy was ‘spoken unto you concerning the 
Jews,’ indicating that unless their sufferings were shortened, ‘there should none of their flesh be saved’ (JST, 
Matthew 1:20-21). These remarkable words of 1831 are chilling when read against the Jewish extermination 
during World War II, what is tersely labeled as ‘the most ruthless genocide of history.’ In sickening arithmetic, 
some 6,000,000 of Jesus’ race were slaughtered, perhaps one third of their world population, literally 
threatening to leave ‘none of their flesh’ before world events brought them respite and a national homeland. 
Nor is the Jewish burden yet lifted, according to Joseph Smith’s revision of Matthew 24, for he added another 
destruction verse not found in the New Testament. Although he applied the ‘abomination of desolation’ to 
Jerusalem’s ancient fall, he repeated the same phrase in the latter-day setting, prefaced by ‘and again’ (JST, 
Matthew 1:32), the grim prediction that the original ‘destruction of Jerusalem’ (JST, Matthew 1:12) will yet 
return in some form. We read such a verse realizing that Israel is surrounded by hostile nations with massive 
populations of unlimited economic power, and we read knowing that Jerusalem’s further trials at the return of 
her Messiah are vividly set out in Zechariah’s last chapter.”9 
 
Not all who had lived in Jerusalem prior to A.D. 70, were killed when the Romans attacked the city. 
 
Eusebius states, 
 
“…the people of the church in Jerusalem had been commanded by a revelation, vouchsafed to approved men 
there before the war, to leave the city and to dwell in a certain town in Perea called Pella. And when those that 
believed in Christ had come thither from Jerusalem, then, as if the royal city of the Jews and the whole land of 
Judea were entirely destitute of holy men, the judgment of God at length overtook those who had committed 
such outrages against Christ and his apostles, and totally destroyed that generation of impious men.”10 
 
By heeding the counsel of their leaders, many of the early saints (members) had their lives preserved. This is 
an important lesson for each of us to learn for the persecution of the members of the church has not ended. 
 
We are taught by the Savior “to stand in the holy place” (Matthew 24:15) when the abomination of desolation 
occurs, for there we will receive the instruction and counsel from our inspired leaders that will enable us to 
withstand the calamites and destructions that will occur. This same counsel has also been given for our day. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 101:22-23 
 

22 Behold, it is my will, that all they who call on my name, and worship me according to mine 
everlasting gospel, should gather together and stand in holy places; 
23 And prepare for the revelation which is to come, … 
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Where are the “holy places?” They are at the temple, our chapels or meeting houses, our own homes, or 
wherever the members of the Church have been directed to gather. It is important that we act in haste, and take 
with us only those things that are important, i.e. photos, family history records. If we delay our response to the 
directive we receive, we may do so at the peril of our very lives. 
 
2.2. The Signs of the Second Coming and the End of the World 

2.2.1. Universal Apostasy Before the Second Coming 

Matthew 24:23-24 
 
 
 
 
 

23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is 
Christ, or there; believe it not. 
 
24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false 
prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; 
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect. 

JST, Matthew 24:21-26 
 

21 Behold, these things I have spoken unto you 
concerning the Jews. 
22 And again, after the tribulation of those days 
which shall come upon Jerusalem, if any man 
shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; 
believe him not. 
 
23 For in those days there shall also arise false 
Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great 
signs and wonders, insomuch, that if possible, 
they shall deceive the very elect, who are the elect 
according to the covenant. 
24 Behold, I speak these things unto you for the 
elect’s sake. 
25 And yea also shall hear of wars, and rumors of 
wars; see that ye be not troubled, for all I have 
told you must come to pass: but the end is not yet. 
26 Behold, I have told you before…. 

 
The additional insight provided by the Joseph Smith Translation is that during the time prior to the Second 
Coming, there shall also be false Christs and prophets who will have such power and authority that, if possible, 
they would be able to deceive the very elect or covenant members of Christ’s Church. The time prior to the 
Second Coming will also be a time of wars and rumors of wars. The extent of the turmoil will cause the hearts 
of many to be troubled causing them to be anxious during these tremulous times, however, the end will not be 
yet. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“In the day preceding our Lord's return, false religions will cover the earth. Each will be, as it were, a false 
Christ, inviting men to this or that system of salvation; each will have its own ministers and evangelists who, 
as false prophets, will propound its doctrine and extol its wonders.”11 
 
Those who have not prepared themselves spiritually to weather the storms that will rage around them will be 
amongst the first proselytes to these organizations. The message they offer will be most appealing to the carnal 
mind as they promise salvation with little or no effort or sacrifice. The early proselytes to these groups will be 
those who had not anticipated such a spiritual test of faith and were unprepared for such calamities when “the 
rain begins to fall.” 
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In order to avoid such a pitfall, it is important for each of us to be familiar with the scriptures as taught by the 
Holy Prophets and to have a strong testimony of our own of the truthfulness of their words. It is equally 
important that we live lives of purity and spiritual cleanliness so that we will be receptive to the whispering of 
the Holy Ghost for thereby we may know the truth of all things. Hold firm to the truths you know until you can 
prayerfully determine the validity of your doubts. We all have questions. They are a vital part in each of us 
coming to know the truth. It is important, however, that we do not lead with our doubts, but with our faith. 
Proceed from what you know to what you don’t know yet. Some truths are essential; others are nice to know, 
but not essential for our salvation. Know the difference. Last, be patient, answers take time. Your eternal 
salvation is too important for you to give up when, if the answer you want doesn’t come right away or is not 
the answer you want. If you will be patient, continuing to do what you know is true and faithful, your answer 
from on high will come.  
 
2.2.2. An Era of Restoration Before the Second Coming 

Matthew 24:28 
 

 
28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together. 

JST, Matthew 24:28, 32 
 

28 And now I show unto you a parable. Behold, 
wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles be 
gathered together; so likewise shall mine elect be 
gathered from the four quarters of the earth. 
 
32 And again, this Gospel of the Kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world, for a witness unto all 
nations, and then shall the end come, or the 
destruction of the wicked. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"Jesus names two things which must be given again before his Second Advent. They are: the fullness of the 
everlasting gospel and the gathering together again of the house of Israel. The gathering of Israel will 
commence before he comes again and the very gospel he has given them…will, in that future day, come forth 
to be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations. Until this has been done the Lord Jesus will not 
return."12 
 
2.2.3. Desolations Precede the Second Coming 

Matthew 24:6-7, 12-13 
 

6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars; see 
that ye be not troubled: for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not yet. 
 
 
 
 
 
7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and   
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 
 

JST, Matthew 24: 25, 29-31 
 

25 And you also shall hear of wars, and 
rumors of wars; see that ye be not troubled, 
for all I have told you must come to pass; but 
the end is not yet. 
 
29 And they shall hear of wars, and rumors of 
wars. Behold I speak for mine elect's sake; 
 
30 For nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom; there shall be 
famines and pestilences, and earthquakes, in 
divers places. 
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12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of 
many shall wax cold. 
13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same 
shall be saved.  

31 And again, because iniquity shall abound, 
the love of many shall wax cold; but he that 
shall not be overcome, the same shall be saved. 

 
An important addition the Joseph Smith Translation of Matthew 24 offers is the ordering of the events. In JST, 
Matthew 24:25, 31, we learn that “also,” and “again” iniquity shall abound. The inference is that the condition 
of iniquity that had existed prior to the time of the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, will occur again during 
the period before the Savior’s return. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"Ours is the dispensation of desolation and war that will be climaxed by a worldwide Armageddon of butchery 
and blood at the very hour of the coming of the Son of Man. Jesus speaks thus for the elect's sake; none others 
can read the signs of the times…Famine and disease will stalk the earth…earthquakes will increase in number 
and intensity…All this shall be because iniquity abounds. Sin is the father of all the ills poured out upon 
mankind."13 
 
2.2.4. Gentile Fullness Ends Before the Second Coming 

Luke 21:24-25 
 
24 …and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles; until the time of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity: the sea and 
the waves roaring; 

JST, Luke 21:23-25 
 
23 …and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled. 
 
24...and then his disciples asked him, saying, 
Master, tell us concerning thy coming? 
25 And he answered them, and said, In the 
generation in which the times of the Gentiles shall 
be fulfilled, there shall be signs in the sun, and in 
the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 
distress of nations with perplexity, like the sea and 
the waves roaring. The earth also shall be 
troubled, and the waters of the great deep; 

 
Again, the Joseph Smith Translation offers yet additional insight regarding the period prior to Jesus’ Second 
Coming. It will be a time a great upheaval with the forces of nature seemingly out of control. 
 
It is important to understand that the principles of the Gospel were taught first to the Jews and the house of 
Israel. This period concluded with the earthly ministry of Jesus upon the earth. You will note that during His 
ministry only a handful of the Gentiles were privileged to fully participate in the blessings He offered. 
Following His death and resurrection, the era of the Gentiles began and the apostles then took the Gospel 
message to all the earth, not only to the Jews. When the time of the Gentiles is fulfilled that will occur prior to 
His Second Coming, the Gospel will once again be taken to the Jews. 
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Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"The time of the Gentiles is the period during which the gospel will be preached to the Gentiles in preference 
to the Jews, and the times of the Jews is the similar period when the Jewish nationals, so to speak, will again 
receive the message of salvation that is in Christ. We are living in the times of the Gentiles, but that era is 
drawing to its close, and the gospel will soon go to the Jews."14 
 
2.2.5. The Abomination of Desolation at the Second Coming 

Matthew 24:15, 29, 34 
 
15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in 
the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand.) 
 
 
 
29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 
 
 
34 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not 
pass, till all those things be fulfilled. 
 

JST, Matthew 24:12, 34-35 
 
12 When ye therefore, shall see the 
abomination of desolation, spoke of by Daniel 
the prophet, concerning the destruction of 
Jerusalem, then ye shall stand in the holy 
place. (whoso readeth let him understand.) 
 
34 And immediately after the tribulation of 
those days, the sun shall be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of 
heaven shall be shaken. 
 
35 Verily, I say unto you, this generation, in 
which these things shall be shown forth, shall 
not pass away until all I have told you shall be 
fulfilled.  

 
Note that Matthew 24:15 corresponds with JST,-Matthew 24:12; Matthew 24:29 with JST, Matthew 24:34, 
and Matthew 24:34 with JST, Matthew 24:35. We understand the meaning of Matthew 24:34-35, with the 
addition of JST, Matthew 24:35. In the Joseph Smith Translation, Matthew 24, the rearranging of the order of 
these verses as currently found in Matthew 24, provides increased clarity as to the sequence of the events as 
they will occur in the latter day will be similar to the abomination of desolation regarding the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"In 'the generation when the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,' this awesome scene will be reenacted. 
Jerusalem, this time besieged by the armies of the earth, shall be direly desolated. But this time there will be a 
different destiny. The Lord himself will come to fight her battles; a remnant of the people will be saved; and 
the Gentile Jerusalem will become again a Jewish Jerusalem."15 
 
2.2.6. The Glories Attending Our Lord's Return 

2.2.6.1. Signs and Wonders 

Doctrine and Covenants 45:40 
 

40 And they shall see signs and wonders, for they shall be shown forth in the heavens above, and 
in the earth beneath. 
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2.2.6.2. The Jews Shall Gather at Jerusalem Prior to His Coming 

Doctrine and Covenants 54:43-44 
 

43 And the remnant shall be gathered unto this place. 
44 And then they shall look for me, and behold, I will come; 

 
2.2.6.3. The Saints Shall Be Resurrected When the Lord Comes 

Doctrine and Covenants 45:45 
 

45 …and the Saints that have slept shall come forth to meet me in the cloud. 
 
The “Saints” refers to those members of the Church of Jesus Christ who have been faithful during their mortal 
probation, but have died. They will be resurrected and come forth with the Lord when He returns to the earth. 
 
2.2.6.4. Calamity and Mourning Shall Attend the Second Coming 

Doctrine and Covenants 45:49-50 
 

49 And the Lord shall utter his voice, and all the ends of the earth shall hear it; and the nations 
of the earth shall mourn, and they that have laughed shall see their folly. 
50 And calamity shall cover the mocker, and the scorner shall be consumed; and they that have 
watched for iniquity shall be hewn down and cast into the fire. 

 
The Second Coming of the Lord will be a great and dreadful day for those who have persecuted the members 
of Christ’s Church. They will be aware of their adverse actions against those who were members of His 
Church and will now be held accountable. 
 
2.2.6.5. The Jews at Jerusalem Shall View Jesus' Wounds When He Returns 

Doctrine and Covenants 45:51-53 
 

51 And then shall the Jew look upon me and say: What are these wounds in thine hands and in 
thy feet? 
52 Then shall they know that I am the Lord, for I will say unto them: These wounds are the 
wounds with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. I am he 
who was lifted up. I am Jesus that was crucified. I am the Son of God. 
53 And then shall they weep because of their iniquities; then shall they lament because they 
persecuted their king. 

 
Those who rejected Jesus when He was upon the earth will now recognize Him as the Promised Messiah. They 
will do so with full awareness of their refusal to acknowledge Him and their actions that contributed to His 
crucifixion. Great will be their anguish and grief. 
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2.2.6.6. The Heathen Shall Be Redeemed and Satan Bound at the Second Coming 

Doctrine and Covenants 45:54-55 
 

54 And then shall the heathen nations be redeemed, and they that knew no law shall have part in 
the first resurrection; and it shall be tolerable for them. 
55 And Satan shall be bound, that he shall have no place in the hearts of the children of men. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 

"Even the heathen who are without the law shall come forth in the afternoon of the first resurrection 
and be blessed with a terrestrial inheritance that shall be tolerable for them…Satan shall be bound for a 
thousand years by ‘The righteousness’ of men, and he shall have no power over the heart of the people 
(1 Ne.22:26)."16 

 
Summary of the Glories Attending the Lord’s Second Coming: 
 

1. Signs and wonders in the heavens and earth. 

2. Jews shall gather at Jerusalem prior to His coming. 

3. Saints shall be resurrected. 

4. Calamity and mourning shall occur. 

5. The Jews in Jerusalem shall view Jesus' wounds. 

6. The heathen shall be redeemed. 

7. Satan shall be bound for 1,000 years. 
 
2.2.7. Watch, Pray, Take Heed, Be Ready! 

Matthew 24:42, 44 
 

42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 
 
44 Therefore be ye also ready; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 

 
 
Bruce R. McConkie concludes, 
 
"Jesus has now taught the doctrine of the Second Coming of the Son of Man so that his disciples--and all 
future followers into whose hands the teachings come--may use them to prepare their own souls for salvation." 
(The Mortal Messiah: Book 3. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1980, 457). 
 
3. Three More Parables 

3.1. The Parable of the Fig Tree 

Matthew 24:32-33 
 
32 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his 

JST, Matthew 24:41-42 
 
41 Now learn a parable of the fig tree—When its 
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branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is nigh; 
 
 
33 So likewise ye, when ye shall see of these things, 
know that it is near, even at the doors.  

branches are yet tender, and it begins to put 
forth leaves, you know that summer is nigh at 
hand. 
 
42 So likewise, mine elect, when they shall see all 
these things, they shall know that he is near, even 
at the doors. 

 
As the Joseph Smith Translation clarifies only those who are “mine elect” (JST-Matthew:39) will be able to 
interpret the signs correctly as evidence of the Savior’s return. “Mine elect” refers to members of Christ’s 
Church who are living lives that enable them to be prompted by the whisperings of the Holy Ghost. The 
majority of the world will be aware of the cosmic upheaval, but will not attribute this phenomenon with the 
signs of the coming of the Savior. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“The parable of the fig tree both reveals and keeps hidden the time of his coming…It announces that he will 
most assuredly return in the ‘season’ when the promised signs are shown. But it refrains from specifying the 
day or the hour when the figs will be harvested, thus leaving men in a state of expectant hope, ever keeping 
themselves ready for the coming harvest."17 
 
3.2. The Parable of the Ten Virgins 

Matthew 25:1-2 
 

1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps and went 
forth to meet the bridegroom. 
2 And five of them were wise and five were foolish. 

 
Amongst the ten virgins that went out “to meet the bridegroom” (Matthew 25:1), there was a distinct 
difference amongst them. Five of the ten had distinguished themselves as being wise in the handling of their 
personal affairs. This distinct difference was immediately noticeable, even to the casual observer, for while 
each of the ten had brought lamps in order to light their way along the dark path, only five had made sufficient 
preparations and planned ahead for the evening’s activities. 
 
Matthew 24:3-4 
 

3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 
4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 
 

Why had five been so foolish? Surely, they had attended wedding ceremonies before. Had they been so busy 
with their lives that they had not given sufficient time to adequately prepare for this important event? Had they 
rationalized that surely others would provide for them if they, by chance, should run out of oil? 
 
Matthew 24:5-7 
 

5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 
6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 
7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 
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Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary states, 
 
“trim. to prepare, put in order.”18 
 
To trim their lamps possibly meant not only to trim or cut the wick of the lamp so that it will burn brighter, but 
also to add additional oil to the lamp in order to avoid the light going out as they continued on their journey. 
 
Matthew 24:8-9 
 

8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 
9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye 
rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 

 
The five who were foolish now realized that their lack of preparation has left them without sufficient oil for 
their lamps. They asked others to share their oil, but unfortunately no one had enough oil to provide for 
themselves and also others. The only option was for them to see if they could buy the needed oil from a 
merchant. 
 
Matthew 25:10 
 

10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with 
him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 

 
The five who were wise and also “ready” for the rest of the journey in the company of the bridegroom 
preceded to the prescribed destination for the marriage. Once the guests were inside, the door was shut so that 
the planned event could continue. 
 

Matthew 25:11-12 
 
11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, 
Lord, Lord, open to us. 
12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto 
you, I know you not. 

JST, Matthew 25:10-11 
 
10 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, 
Lord, Lord, open unto us. 
11 But he answered and said, Verily, I say unto 
you, Ye know me not. 

 
The addition of the Joseph Smith Translation to Matthew 25, makes it clear that the actions of the five foolish 
virgins entailed more than just poor planning. They also lacked a knowledge or spiritual testimony of the Lord 
Himself. 
 
Matthew 25:13 
 

13 Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 
 
James E. Talmage states, 
 
“The Bridegroom is the Lord Jesus; the marriage feast symbolizes His coming in glory, to receive unto 
Himself the Church on earth as His bride. The virgins typify those who profess a belief in Christ, and who, 
therefore, confidently expect to be included among the blessed participants at the feast. The lighted lamp, 
which each of the maidens carried, is the outward profession of Christian belief and practice; and in the oil 
reserves of the wiser ones we may see the spiritual strength and abundance which diligence and devotion in 
God’s service alone can insure. The lack of sufficient oil on the part of the unwise virgins… [is] the natural 
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result of their unpreparedness. The refusal of the wise virgins to give of their oil at such a critical time must 
not be regarded as uncharitable; the circumstance typifies the fact that in the day of judgment every soul must 
answer for himself; there is no way by which the righteousness of one can be credited to another’s account; the 
doctrine of supererogation is wholly false.”19 
 
Spence W. Kimball adds, 
 
“I believe that that Ten Virgins represent the people of the Church of Jesus Christ and not the rank and file of 
the world. All of the virgins, wise and foolish, had accepted the invitation to the wedding supper; they had 
knowledge of the program and had been warned of the important day to come. They were not the gentiles or 
the heathens or the pagans, nor were they necessarily corrupt and reprobate, but they were knowing people 
who were foolishly unprepared for the vital happenings that were to affect their eternal lives…They knew the 
way, but gave only a small measure of loyalty and devotion…In the parable, oil can be purchased at the 
market. In our lives the oil of preparation is accumulated drop by drop in righteous living. Attendance at 
sacrament meetings adds oil to our lamps, drop by drop over the years. Fasting, family prayer, home teaching, 
control of bodily appetites, preaching the gospel, studying the scriptures—each act of dedication and 
obedience is a drop added to our store. Deeds of kindness, payment of offerings and tithes, chaste thoughts and 
actions, marriage in the covenant for eternity—these, too, contribute importantly to the oil with which we can 
at midnight refuel our exhausted lamps.”20 
 
In modern revelation to the Church, the Lord repeated His admonition found in His parable of the Ten Virgins. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 33:17 
 

17 Wherefore, be faithful, praying always, having your lamps trimmed and burning, and oil 
with you, that you may be ready at the coming of the Bridegroom-- 
 

 
3.3. The Parable of the Talents 

Matthew 25:14-15 
 

14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own 
servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 
15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according 
to his several ability; and straight way took his journey. 

 
This parable, often referred to as the parable of the Talents, involves a wealthy man who is going on a trip. 
Before he leaves, he gives each of three servants a sum of money in accordance with their diverse abilities. 
Not stated, but understood, their assignment is to invest the means they have been given during his absence. 
Upon the lord’s return, they are to give an accounting of their efforts. 
 
Matthew 25:16-18 
 

16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them 
other five talents. 
17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. 
18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth and hid his lord's money. 
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Two of the servants who had been given five and two talents were wise in their investments and were able to 
double the amount their lord had given them. The third, concerned about losing the original amount, instead of 
investing the money, buried it in the ground. 
 
Matthew 25:19-23 
 

19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 
20 And so he that had received five talents came and bought other five talents, saying, Lord, 
thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 
21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 
22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two 
talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 
23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of the lord. 
 

Two of the three were successful in their investments and were able to double the original amount they had 
been given. It is noteworthy that each, the one who had increased his original amount from five to ten and the 
other who had two and increased the amount to four, both receive the same commendation and pleasure from 
the lord regarding their success. 
 
Matthew 25:24-25 
 

24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew that thou art an hard 
man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: 
25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. 

 
The third servant had taken no action with the talent that he received. He did not invest it as he feared the 
anger of his lord should his venture prove to be unsuccessful. He did not deposit it where he would have 
received interest on his original amount. He did nothing, his judgment based on fear of his lord, other than 
bury the funds in the ground. 
 
Matthew 25:26-28 
 

26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I 
reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed. 
27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I 
should have received mine own with usury. 
28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. 
29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that 
hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 
30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 
 

The fearful servant receives a rebuke from his lord for not gaining interest on his funds. Next, he loses the 
funds he had been given originally to invest and it is given to the one who had gained ten. Finally, he loses his 
employment and is cast out by the lord. 
 
It will be recalled that this parable was given while Jesus was on the Mount of Olives. He was speaking to His 
Apostles and disciples in preparation of His departure. Jesus was the man who was traveling into a far country 
(returning to His Father in Heaven). As their Lord and Master, He was reminding His servants (Apostles and 
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disciples) of the varying talents (individual abilities, strengths, energy and capacity) which they had been 
given to be used in building the Lord’s kingdom (doing the Lord's will). Upon His return, each servant would 
be required to give a personal accounting as to how they had used the talents or abilities they have. Those who 
had been diligent in using their talents (even if it’s only one) for the building of the kingdom of God on earth 
will be given special recognition by the Lord for their faithfulness and diligence for the service they have 
rendered their fellowmen. The third servant is representative of those who would not open their mouths or 
bend their backs in the service of others. They chose instead to focus upon their limitations. They had been 
given a gift, but they allow their insecurities to limit the benefit their talent may have had for others. If they 
would have placed their funds with the exchangers (Turn to the Lord and exercise even “a particle of faith…no 
more than a desire to believe…and do not cast it out by your unbelief” (Alma 32:27-28), the Lord in turn 
would bless them and lift them out of their insecurities that they would have become good and faithful 
servants. 
 
The following scriptures serve to remind us of the gifts we have been given. (Underlined for emphasis) 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 46:11, 26 (underline added) 
 

11 For all have not every gift given unto them; for there are many gifts, and to every man is 
given a gift by the Spirit of God. 
 
26 And all these gifts come from God, for the benefit of the children of God. 

 
1 Timothy 4:14 (underline added) 
 

14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, … 
 

B/M, Moroni 10:17-18 (underline added).] 
 

17 And all these gifts come by the Spirit of Christ; and they come unto every man severally, 
according as he will, 
18 And I would exhort you, my beloved brethren, that ye remember that every good gift cometh 
of Christ. 

 
Each of these verses confirm the verity that each of us have at least one gift. Our gifts have been given by God 
and His Son, Jesus Christ, in order to enable us to serve others. It is also true, if we remain hostage to our 
insecurities, the gift we have been given of the Lord will lose its value by disuse. By its lack of use we will, 
thereby, reject the gift we were given. With the passing of time, our choice will cause us great pain and 
sorrow. 
 
Gordon B. Hinckley reminds each of us, 
 
“My talents may not be great, but I can use them to bless the lives of others. I can be one who does his work 
with pride in that which comes from his hand and mind.”21 
 
4. Christ to Sit in Judgment at the Second Coming 

Matthew 25:31-34, 41 
 

31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory: 
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32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as 
a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 
33 And he shall set the sheep on the right hand, but the goats on the left. 
34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
 
41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. 

 
Christ tells His chosen band that in the near future there will be a judgment, similar to the shepherd dividing 
his sheep from the goats. One group will go to the right hand of honor, the other to the left hand of disgrace. 
The criteria upon which this division will be determined will be based upon the degree of unselfish service 
they have rendered. While our service to others is not the only criteria upon which we will be judged, it is 
extremely important. King Mosiah as he instructed his people in the America’s taught, 
 
B/M, Mosiah 2:17 
 

17 And behold, I tell you these things that ye may learn wisdom; that ye may learn that when ye 
are in the service of your fellow beings ye are only in the service of your God. 

 
 
5. Conclusions 

In this chapter, we have addressed the various aspects of the Olivet Discourse as given by Jesus to His 
Apostles and disciples. We have noted specifically the events that would occur prior to the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Temple that occurred in A.D. 70. We also addressed the signs of the Second Coming and 
the End of the World. 
 
We used the writings in the Gospels as well as the contribution made by the Joseph Smith Translation and 
modern revelation in order to gain further clarity regarding these important events. A major contribution of the 
Joseph Smith Translation was to assist us in understanding both the order of the events and well as helping us 
determine those events related to the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple and those that would occur in 
the latter days. 
 
We also examined in detail three new parables that Jesus gave on the Mount to His Apostles and disciples and 
their extended benefit for us. 
 
We have seen the fulfillment of many of these events as confirmed in the annals of history. We shall yet see 
the events of the future come to pass, some of us as eyewitnesses. 
 
The value of the Olivet Discourse for us today is that we may be prepared for those events that will yet occur. 
Our spiritual survival will depend upon our gaining the essential oil for our lamps. Our oil, gathered drop by 
drop, will provide us with the necessary light we need as the evils of darkness continue to surround us. Our 
personal and spiritual survival is dependent upon our heeding the warning voice of Our Lord as found in the 
scriptures and following the counsel of our living Prophet. Only then will we be prepared for the catastrophic 
events that will occur. 
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