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Chapter 26: To This End Was I Born 

Reading Outline: 

 Matthew 26:47-27:66 
 Mark 14:43-15:39 
 Luke 22:47 - 23:56 
 John 18-19 

1.  Early Thursday Morning, April 6 A.D. 30 Continued 
2.  Betrayal and Arrest 
3.  The Trial of Jesus 

3.1. The Jewish Trial 
3.1.1.  Before Annas 
3.1.2.  Before Joseph Caiaphas and the Lesser Sanhedrin 
3.1.3.  Peter Denies Knowing Jesus Thrice 
3.1.4.  The Formal Jewish Trial 

3.2. The Roman Trial 
3.2.1.  Jesus Before Pilate (1st Time) 
3.2.2.  Jesus Before Herod 
3.2.3.  Before Pilate (2nd Time) 
3.2.4.  Scourging and Mocking by Roman Soldiers 
3.2.5.  Before Pilate (3rd Time) 
3.2.6.  Judas Iscariot Commits Suicide 

4.  The Crucifixion 
4.1. Simon, a Cyrenian 
4.2. Prophecy to the Daughters of Jerusalem 
4.3. Placed Upon the Cross 
4.4. Seven “Words” or Utterances 
4.5. The Renting of the Temple Veil and an Earthquake 
4.6. Soldier Pierces His Side with a Spear 

5.  Burial of Jesus Christ 
5.1. Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus Obtain Christ’s Body 
5.2. Preparation of Jesus’ Body and Placement in the Tomb 
5.3. Closing Observation 

6.  Conclusions 

1. Early Thursday Morning, April 6 A.D. 30 Continued 

While there are many who support the position that the events we shall address in this chapter 
occurred on Thursday evening and Friday morning, we will follow the position taken by Monte S. 
Nyman. 
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Monte S. Nyman states, 
 
“Most harmonies and commentaries list Wednesday as a day of ‘no record.’ This listing probably 
comes because of the traditional ‘Good Friday’ as the day of Christ’s crucifixion. However, in this 
harmony, the traditional events of Thursday of the last week of the Savior’s life are listed under 
Wednesday, and the traditional events of Friday are listed on Thursday. Some Bible scholars consider 
this listing because of there being a double Sabbath in certain years of the Jewish calendar. They 
consider John 19:31 as a reference to such a day, ‘for that Sabbath day was a high day.’ James E. 
Talmage suggests this as a possibility in his great work, Jesus The Christ, 618-619. 
 
“Another consideration was the prophecy of Christ concerning the prophet Jonah being ‘three days 
and three nights in the whale’ as a sign of Christ being ‘three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth.’ (Matt. 12:39-40, see also JST, Mark 8:12, the Prophet Joseph’s addition to the text). The Book 
of Mormon also strongly implies three full days of his being in the spirit world (see 1 Nephi 19:10; 2 
Nephi 25:13; 3 Nephi 8:19-23; 10:9). The crucifixion on Friday evening and the resurrection on 
Sunday does not fulfill the prophecies of the Savior or of the Book of Mormon. While the time period 
is not as significant as the events themselves, an explanation for the departure from the usual time 
table is given.”1 
 
This dating will continue through this chapter. It is, however, understood that while this chronology 
seems to best convey the dating of last events in the Savior’s life, it is the events that are of greatest 
importance. 
 
It is important to understand that the events occurring on Wednesday evening, April 5, A.D. 30, that 
began in the Garden of Gethsemane (Chapter 25) are interconnected with Christ’s suffering that 
culminated on the Cross on Thursday, April 6, A.D. 30 as addressed in this chapter. It is my position 
that each is an essential part of the completion of the Atonement. Neither the events in the garden or 
on the cross stand alone, but instead are knitted together in fulfilling and meeting the objective of the 
Atonement. 
 
2. Betrayal and Arrest 

Jesus has just completed the third and final portion of His suffering in the Garden of Gethsemane. He 
returns to His three Apostles and speaks to them a third time. It would also seem natural that He 
would gather with Him the remaining eight following His awakening of the three. 
 

Mark 14:41-43 
 

41 And he cometh the third time, and saith unto them, 
Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough, the hour 
is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. 
 
42 Rise up, let us go; lo he that betrayeth me is at hand. 
43 And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, 
one of the twelve, and with him a great multitude with 
swords and staves, from the chief priests and the 
scribes and the elders. 

JST, Mark 14:46-48 
 

46 And he cometh to them the third time, and said unto 
them, Sleep on now and take rest; it is enough, the 
hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. 
47 And after they had finished their sleep, he said, Rise 
up, let us go; lo, he who betrayeth me is at hand. 
48 And immediately while he yet spake, cometh Judas, 
one of the twelve, and with him a great multitude, with 
swords and staves, from the chief priests, and the 
scribes and the elders.  
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The Jewish religious leaders had been concerned that in the dark it would be difficult to identify 
Jesus. Judas had offered to give them a sign so that Jesus may be known. 
 
Mark 14:44 
 

44 And he that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, 
that same is he; take him, and lead him away safely. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"Judas, standing in Satan's stead, is at the head of a motley band composed of the servants of the 
chief high priests, and many elders and Pharisees; of the temple guard with their officers, and a 
contingent of Roman soldiers…probably there are six hundred armed men in the arresting force."2  
 
Matthew 26:49-50 
 

49 And forthwith he [Judas] came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him. 
50 And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come?... [JST, Matthew 26:50 
wherefore art thou come to betray me with a kiss?] Then came they, and laid hands on 
Jesus and took him. 

 
John records that prior to Jesus being taken away, He speaks to those who have come to arrest Him. 
 
John 18:7-9 
 

7 Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 
8 Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let those go their 
way: 
9 That the saying might be fulfilled, of which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me 
have I lost none. 

 
At that moment, Peter strikes the servant of the high priest, Malchus, with his sword and cuts off his 
ear (see John 18:10). Jesus immediately healed the man’s ear (see Luke 22:51). Jesus then speaks to 
His disciples. 
 
Matthew 26:53-56 (underlined emphasis) 
 

53 Thinketh then that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me 
more that twelve legions of angels? 
54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? 
55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as against a thief 
with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and 
ye laid not hold on me. 
56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all 
the disciples forsook him, and fled. 
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At the time of His arrest, it is important for all to know that He was not captured against His will, but 
instead, He surrendered to them voluntarily after requesting that those who were with Him were 
allowed to leave. Then, now alone, Jesus is led off to face His persecutors. 
 
3. The Trial of Jesus 

John W. Welch states, 
 
“Latter-day Saints and all people should approach this subject [The Trials of Jesus] with humility and 
cautiousness. It will long remain impossible to give a definitive description of the so-called ‘trial of 
Jesus.’ Too little is known today about the laws and legal procedures that would have been followed 
in Jerusalem during the second quarter of the first century A.D. and to little is known about all that 
was done so long ago for any modern person to speak with any degree of certainty about the legal 
technicalities of this case.”3 
 
It is not the purpose of this chapter to address the legal technicalities of Jesus trial, but to follow the 
chronological events as recorded in the Holy Scriptures. Our primary focus will be to better 
understand the events that preceded Jesus’ crucifixion and death. 
 
3.1. The Jewish Trials 

3.1.1. Before Annas 

John 18:12-13 
 

12 Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus and bound him. 
13 And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, which was the 
high priest that same year. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Who is Annas, as he is called by the Evangelists? He was the best known, one of the wealthiest, and 
certainly the most influential Jew of his day; and if wickedness be measured by evil opposition to the 
truth and by a desire to shed innocent blood, he ranks with Judas among the abominable of the earth. 
He was Hanan, the son of Seth, the Ananus of Josephus. He had been the actual high priest for some 
seven years… [and] had been the power behind the priestly throne… [For] to appoint and control a 
high priest was greater and more to be desired than to be one [and Annas was in control] …If there 
were one man who was more guilty than any other of the death of Jesus, that man was Hanan 
[Annas]."4 
 
In spite of lacking judicial authority, Annas lost no time in questioning Jesus in an effort to find Him 
guilty. Jesus was questioned regarding His disciples and His doctrine. 
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John 18:20-22 
 

20 Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and 
in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing. 
21 Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me…behold, they know what I said. 
22 And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with 
the palm of his hand, … 

 
The officer struck the first blow of many which Jesus was to receive at the hands of the Jews and 
Romans during the next hours. 
 
3.1.2. Before Joseph Caiaphas and the Lesser Sanhedrin 

John 18:24 
 

24 Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"Joseph Caiaphas, the legal high priest--the son-in-law of that evil and avaricious Annas, and himself 
also of like nature and disposition--was the next Jewish ruler to hurl his anathematizing curse upon 
the Son of God."5 
 
It is Caiaphas, as high priest, who had given the follow directive: 
 
John 18:14 
 

14 Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one 
man should die for the people. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, quoting Alfred Edersheim, 
 
“Thus he ‘had been the first to enunciate in plain words what seemed to him the political necessity 
for the judicial murder of Christ. There had been no pretense on his part of religious motives or zeal 
for God; he had cynically put it in a way to override the scruples of those old Sanhedrists by raising 
their fears.”6 
 
No doubt with the support and presence of his father-in-law Annas, Caiaphas with a lesser Sanhedrin, 
twenty-three in number, had gathered to interrogate Jesus that He may die. 
 
Matthew 26:59 
 

59 Now the chief priests, and elders and all the council sought false witness against 
Jesus, to put him to death. 
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Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“…it is forever inscribed in the records of eternity—they sought not witnesses, but false witnesses. 
Let none come forward but those who will perjure their souls; who will condemn the Holy One and 
the Just; who will cry, ‘Away with him. Crucify him, crucify him’ No voice must be raised in his 
defense; no lie must be refuted; no falsehood shall be denied.”7 
 
However, not even the false witnesses could agree and so Caiaphas, in direct violation of Jewish law, 
sought testimony of Jesus. 
 
JST, Mark 14:67 
 

67 And the high priest asked him and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed? 

 
Bruce R. McConkie observes, 
 
“…to such a question, Jesus could not be silent; on such a point He could not leave Himself open to 
misinterpretation… [He gave his] solemn answer.”8 
 
JST, Mark 14:68 
 

68 And Jesus said, I am; and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
69 Then the high priest rent his clothes and said, What need we any further witnesses? 
Ye have heard the blasphemy; what think ye? 
70 And they all condemned him to be guilty of death. 

 
James E. Talmage states, 
 
“Jehovah was convicted of blasphemy against Jehovah. The only mortal Being to whom the awful 
crime of blasphemy, in claiming divine attributes and powers, was impossible, stood before the 
judges of Israel condemned as a blasphemer."9 
 
For a second time that night, we read, 
 
Matthew 26:67 
 

67 Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with the palms 
of their hands. 

 
James E. Talmage states, 
 
“Thus, ended the miscalled ‘trial’ of Jesus before the high-priest and elders of His people."10 
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3.1.3. Peter Denies Knowing Jesus Thrice 

As we have previously discussed, Peter was cautioned on separate occasions regarding his denying 
Jesus. The last time had been when they were journeying to the Garden of Gethsemane. 
 
JST, Mark 14:34 
 

34 Jesus said unto him [Peter], Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in the night, 
before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. 

 
After gaining their courage, Peter and John had gone to the palace of the High Priest to view the 
proceedings. On terms with the high priest, John was granted entrance, however, Peter would have to 
remain in the courtyard. Three times during those early morning hours Peter was asked if he was with 
Jesus of Galilee. Three times he stated that he knew not the man. 
 
JST, Mark 14:80-82 
 

80 And the second time the cock crew; 
81 And Peter called to mind the words which Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow 
twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. 
82 And he went out, and fell upon his face, and wept bitterly. 

 
Spencer W. Kimball states, 
 
"Remember that Peter never denied the divinity of Christ. He only denied his association or 
acquaintance with the Christ, which is quite a different matter."11 
 
Fredrick W. Farrar adds, 
 
“If the angel of innocence had left him, the angel of repentance took him gently by the hand. Sternly, 
yet tenderly, the spirit of grace led up this broken-hearted penitent before the tribunal of his own 
conscience, and there his old life, his old shame, his old weakness, his old self was doomed to that 
death of godly sorrow which was to issue in a new and nobler birth."12 
 
3.1.4. The Formal Jewish Trial 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"The law and practice of the time required that any person found guilty of a capital offense, after due 
trial before a Jewish tribunal, should be given a second trial on the following day; and at this later 
hearing any or all the judges who had before voted for conviction could reverse themselves; but no 
one who had once voted for acquittal could change his ballot…apparently for the purpose of 
establishing a shadowy pretext of legality in their procedure, the Sanhedrists adjourned to meet again 
in early daylight."13 
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Luke 22:66 
 

66 And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and the chief priest and the scribes 
came together, and led him into their council… 

 
Bruce R. McConkie adds, 
 
“And with earliest dawn…the Sanhedrin had been summoned, for His third actual, but His first 
formal and legal trial. It was now probably about six o’ clock in the morning and a full session met. 
Well-nigh all—for there were the noble exceptions at least of Nicodemus and of Joseph of 
Arimathea, and we may hope also of Gamaliel, the grandson of Hillel—were inexorable bent upon 
his death. The Priests were there, whose greed and selfishness He had reproved; the Elders, whose 
hypocrisy He had branded; the Scribes, whose ignorance He had exposed; the worse of all, the 
worldly, skeptical, would-be philosophic Sadducees, always the most cruel and dangerous of 
opponents, whose empty sapience He had so grievously confuted. All these were bent upon His 
death; …”14 
 
As at the first trial, Jesus was again asked regarding being the Messiah. 
 
Luke 22:67-68 
 

67 Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will not believe: 
68 And if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go. 

 
They repeat their question, 
 
Luke 22:70-71 
 

70 Then said they all, Art thou then the Son of God: and he said unto them, Ye say that I 
am. 
71 And they said, What need we any further witness? for we ourselves have heard it of 
his own mouth. 

 
The formal Jewish trial ends with the same verdict: Blasphemy. Jesus had been convicted in the eyes 
of His persecutors by His own witness. They now take Jesus to Pilate. 
 
Luke 23:1 
 

1 And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate. 
 
Why did the Jewish leaders take Jesus to Pilate? The prevailing opinion is that the Sanhedrin did not 
have the power to put someone to death. 
 
John W. Welch states, 
 
“We also wonder: Did they or didn’t they really have the authority to execute someone in a case  
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like that of Jesus? The chief priests said to Pilate, ‘To us is not allowed to kill no one,’ as the Greek 
reads in John 18:31, but we do not know why they lacked such authorization or why they would say 
this. Many possibilities come to mind. Perhaps they said this because no valid conviction had been 
reached in allowing execution under their own laws. Perhaps they were showing voluntary deference 
to Pilate. Or perhaps they simply needed Pilate’s ratification. In any event, it would appear that 
Jewish people under Roman governance did have power, or at least took the power, to execute people 
on some occasions, as we see in attempts to kill Jesus of Nazareth or in the case of the woman taken 
in adultery, or in the deaths of Stephen or John the Baptist, none of which involved Roman 
authorities.”15 
 
3.2. The Roman Trials 

3.2.1. Jesus before Pilate (1st Time) 

Based upon current understanding, the charge of blasphemy, punishable by death in the Jewish court, 
held no such punishment in the Roman judicial system. Rome’s practice of the worship of many 
gods, did not recognize the penalty of blasphemy. For this reason, the charge against Jesus is now 
changed by the Jewish leaders to high treason. 
 
Luke 23:2 
 

2 And they began to accuse him, saying We found this fellow perverting the nation, and 
forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King. 

 
High treason against Caesar is not tolerated and those who would rise up in rebellion against Rome 
are sentenced to death. Initially, Pilate questions why they have brought Jesus to him. 
 
John 18:30 
 

30 They answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor, we would not have 
delivered him up unto thee. 

 
Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary states, 
 
“malefactor. one who commits an offence against the law.”16 
 
Pilate’s response to them is to judge Him according to their law. 
 
John 18:31-32 
 

31 Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The 
Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death. 
32 That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what death he 
should die. 

 
The phrase, “what death he should die” infers that the method is stated, but now lost to recorded 
history, that He would be put to death by crucifixion. Whether the method was stated, and not 
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recorded or just assumed, is not clear, but that the Jewish religious leaders wanted Rome to put Him 
to death is indisputable. 
 
Pilate agrees to question Jesus and determine for himself the validity of the changes brought against 
Jesus as recorded by Luke. 
 
Daniel H. Ludlow states, 
 
“Most students of the scriptures feel the ‘first hearing before Pilate’ [is] covered in Matthew 27:2-11; 
Mark 15:1-5; Luke 23:1-6, and John 18:28-38… [The following] scriptures… [Mark 15:6-15; Luke 
23:13-25; John 18:39-40] are usually considered to cover the ‘second hearing before Pilate,’ 
including the release of Barabbas…”17 
 
John 18:33-38 
 

33 Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto him, 
Art thou the King of the Jews? 
34 Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? 
35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered 
thee unto me: what hast thou done? 
36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, 
then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my 
kingdom not from hence. 
37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest 
that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I 
should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 
38 Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again 
unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all. 

 
Pilate had found Jesus to be innocent of the crimes for which He had been accused. Pilate’s decision 
of Jesus’ innocence brings even a greater reaction from His accusers. 
 
Luke 23:5-7 
 

5 And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout 
all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place. 
6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean. 
7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to 
Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time. 

 
Pilate, succumbs to their demands and refers Jesus to Herod who is the Roman tetrarch with 
jurisdiction over Galilee and Perea. 
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3.2.2. Jesus before Herod 

While Herod was pleased to have Jesus sent to him by Pilate, one can be assured that Jesus was not 
pleased to see him. You will recall that it was Herod who had consented to the beheading of John the 
Baptist and his father, Herod the Great, who had ordered the slaughter of the innocent children at the 
time of His birth in Bethlehem. 
 
Luke 23:8-9 
 

8 And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad: for he was desirous to see him of 
a long season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen 
some miracle done by him. 
9 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing. 

 
James E. Talmage states, 
 
“Herod began to question the Prisoner; but Jesus remained silent. The chief priests and scribes 
vehemently voiced their accusations; but not a word was uttered by the Lord…As far as we know, 
Herod is…distinguished as the only being who saw Christ face to face and spoke to Him, yet never 
heard His voice. For penitent sinners, weeping women, prattling children, for scribes, the Pharisees, 
the Sadducees, the rabbis, for the perjured high priest and his obsequious and insolent underling, and 
for Pilate the pagan, Christ had words—of comfort or instruction, of warning or rebuke, of protest or 
denunciation—yet for Herod…he had but disdainful and kingly silence.”18  
 
Herod responds to His silence by subjecting Him to further derision by his soldiers and placing a robe 
upon Him. 
 
Luke 23:11 
 

11 And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him 
in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate. 

 
We may be assured that spittle and blows to His face and head were also part of Herod’s expression 
of disdain for Jesus. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"Thus [Herod] Antipas, though finding no fault in Jesus, and though a just judge is morally obligated 
to release an innocent man from his bonds, yet [he] sent him back to another court; can it be other 
than with the hope that another judge will find reason to have this friend of the Baptist put to death as 
the chief priests and scribes so devoutly desire?"19 
 
3.2.3. Before Pilate (2nd Time) 

Jesus is returned to Pilate arrayed in the mocking white robe of nobility. Pilate upon receiving Jesus, 
again addresses the Jewish rulers. 
 



 

 Page 12 

Luke 23:14-16 
 

14 Said unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that perverteth the 
people: and, behold, I, having examined him before you, have found no fault in this man 
touching those things whereof ye accuse him: 
15 No, not yet Herod: for I sent you to him: and, lo, nothing worthy of death is done 
unto him. 
16 I will therefore chastise him, and release him. 

 
This should have been the end. Both Pilate and Herod had found Jesus innocent and He should have 
been released. This would have occurred were it not for two primary factors. The first and primary is 
the determination of the Jewish religious rulers to have Jesus put to death by crucifixion. The second 
is that Pilate was weak in character and feared the displeasure of the Jewish leaders. He feared the 
reaction of Rome regarding any formal objections they would raise against him. Therefore, he sought 
to now placate the Jewish leaders rather than release an innocent man. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“But to appease the Jews, Pilate offers to do two things: (1) To chastise Jesus for crimes he did not 
commit; and (2) To pardon him for offenses of which he was not convicted."20 
 
Pilate is reluctant to put Jesus to death. He is influenced by a dream which his wife had in which she 
told him “Have thou nothing to do with that just man” (Matthew 27:19), and by his own knowledge 
that Jesus is innocent. 
 
Mark 15:6-7 
 

6 Now at the feast he released unto them one prisoner, whomsoever they desired. 
7 And there was one named Barabbas, which lay bound with them that had made 
insurrection [revolt] with him, who had committed murder in the insurrection. 

 
JST, Mark 15:10 
 

10 And the multitude crying aloud, began to desire him to deliver Jesus unto them. 
 
Mark 15:9-13, 15 
 

9 But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that I release unto you the King of the Jews? 
10 For he knew that the chief priests had delivered him for envy. 
11 But the chief priests moved the people, that he should rather release Barabbas unto 
them. 
12 And Pilate answered and said again unto them, What will ye then that I shall do unto 
them whom ye call the King of the Jews? 
13 And they cried out again, Crucify him. 
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15 And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and 
delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be crucified. 

 
3.2.4. Scourging and Mocking by Roman Soldiers 

Scourging is one of the cruelest and inhuman practices perpetrated upon a prisoner. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“This brutal practice, a preliminary to crucifixion, consisted of stripping the victim of clothes, 
strapping him to a pillar or frame, and beating him with a scourge [whip] made of leather straps 
weighted with sharp pieces of lead and bone. It left the tortured sufferer bleeding, weak, and 
sometimes dead."21 
 
Mark 15:16-19 
 

16 And the soldiers led him away into the hall, called Praetorium; and they call together 
the whole band. 
17 And they clothed him with purple, and platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his 
head. 
18 And began to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews! 
19 And they smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing their 
knees worshipped him. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie continues, 
 
“While Pilate watches, his cohorts of six hundred soldiers mock and deride the Son of God. The 
scarlet robe, the crown of thorns, the reed in our Lord’s hand, the mocking obeisance, the cynical 
hailing of him as King—all devil-inspired substitutes of the respect rightfully his—plus the foul 
spittle and the smiting blows, all paint a picture of gross human debasement. The Roman soldiers 
have partaken of the spirit of the Jewish mob.”22 
 
3.2.5. Before Pilate (3rd Time) 

Jesus, bleeding yet attired in a royal robe, with a platted crown of thorns on His head, Pilate appealed 
again to the sympathy, mercy, and compassion of the crowd. 
 
John 19:5 
 

5 …And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the Man. 
 
There was no compassion or sympathy from the crowd. 
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John 19:6-7 
 

6 When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify 
him, crucify him. Pilate said unto them, Take ye him and crucify him: for I find no fault 
in him. 
7 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he 
made himself the Son of God. 

 
Pilate now takes Jesus into the Judgement Hall for their final meeting together. 
 
John 19:8-10 
 

8 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, [“he made himself he Son of God”], he was 
the more afraid. 
9 And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But 
Jesus gave him no answer. 
10 Then said Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have 
power to crucify them, and have power to release thee? 

 
Pilate as the Procurator of Rome holds the power and authority to crucify or release Jesus, but he 
lacks the fortitude and courage to act on his authority. He is governed by his fear, and has thereby 
forfeited any power or authority vested upon him by his office. 
 
John 19:11-12 
 

11 Jesus answered, thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given 
thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 
12 And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If 
thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend: … 

 
Pilate, like each of us, must make our choice. Whom do we obey? Do we obey and give honor to 
Caesar and the temporary kings of the earth or do we obey and honor God Our Eternal Heavenly 
Father and those who are His servants upon the earth? May we have the fortitude and courage to act 
on our beliefs when our time for decision arrives. 
 
Matthew 27:22, 24 
 

22 Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? That 
all say unto him, Let him be crucified. 
 
24 When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he 
took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying and I innocent of the 
blood of this just person: see ye to it. 
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Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Pilate knew what was right but lacked the moral courage to do it. He was afraid of the Jews, and 
more afraid of hostile influence at Rome. He was afraid of his conscience, but more afraid of losing 
his official position."23 
 
On the morning of Thursday, 6 April, A.D. 30, Pilate issued his final verdict. 
 
John 19:16 
 

16 Then delivered he [Pilate] him [Jesus] therefore unto them [soldiers] to be crucified. 
And they took Jesus, and led him away. 

 
3.2.6. Judas Iscariot Commits Suicide 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"We do not know when Judas took his own life--only that he seems to have preceded His Lord in 
death."24 
 

Matthew 27:3-5 
 
3 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when 
he saw that he was condemned, repented 
himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of 
silver to the chief priests and elders, 
4 Saying, I have sinned in that I have 
betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, 
What is that to us? see thou to that. 
 
5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the 
temple, and departed, and went and hanged 
himself. 
 
 

JST, Matthew 27:3-6 
 
3 Then Judas, who had betrayed him, when 
he saw that he was condemned, repented 
himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of 
silver to the chief priests and elders. 
 
4 Saying, I have sinned in that I have 
betrayed the innocent blood. 
5 And they said unto him, What is that to us? 
See thou to it; thy sins be upon thee. 
6 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the 
temple, and departed, and went, and hanged 
himself on a tree. And straightway he fell 
down and his bowels gushed out, and he died. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Matthew [27:3] says that when Judas saw that Jesus ‘was condemned’--probably by Pilate to be 
crucified--he ‘repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and 
elders.’ Repented? Only in the sense that he had remorse of conscience and wished that he had not 
lifted up his heel against his own familiar Friend, whose bread he ate--not the repentance in the true 
Godly sense. True repentance is a gift of God that grows out of faith in Christ and carries with it a 
firm determination to love and serve the Lord. Judas regretted what he had done, but he was still a 
thief at heart, still a traitor, and still destined to suffer the wrath of God in Sheol until death and hell 
deliver up the dead which are in them."25 
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Bruce R. McConkie continues regarding Judas and the prophecies regarding his death, 
 
"Judas is about to die by his own hand and become not only the father of traitors but the father of 
suicides from henceforth. But he is going to die in a particular manner, at an appointed place, to 
fulfill the divine word--a word uttered more than a thousand years before by David [Psalms 69 and 
109]; more than six hundred years before by Jeremiah [Jer.19]; and nearly six hundred years before 
by Zechariah [Zech.11:12-13]."26 
 
Matthew 27:7-8 
 

7 And they [priests] took counsel, and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury 
strangers in. 
8 Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day. 

 
Judas became the first to be buried in the burial plot purchased by the very thirty pieces of silver he 
had received for betraying Jesus to the Jews! 
 
4. The Crucifixion 

4.1. Simon, a Cyrenian 

Once Pilate had pronounced his final verdict, Jesus is led to Golgotha, outside the city wall, where 
the sentence of death by Roman crucifixion was to be carried out. The royal robe was removed and 
He was once again attired in His own garment. In an effort to further humiliate the prisoners, each is 
required to carry the bar of their own cross. Jesus begins the trip carrying His own cross bar, 
however, all that he has previously undergone including His suffering in the garden and the brutal 
scourging, have utterly broken down His physical strength. His pace is too slow. Another is quickly 
pressed into service. 
 
Mark 15:21 
 

21 And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, 
the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross. 

 
4.2. Prophecy to the Daughters of Jerusalem 

The procession travels through the streets of Jerusalem. It includes, the assigned Roman soldiers, two 
others prisoners, Jesus, and Simon. As they proceed toward Golgotha, a great company of people 
follow. 
 
Luke 23:27 
 

27 And there followed him a great company of people, and of women, which also 
bewailed and lamented him. 

 
Jesus stops and speaks to them. It is His last recorded prophecy. 
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Luke 23:28-30 
 

28 But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep 
for yourselves, and for your children. 
29 For behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, 
and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. 
30 Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. 

 
Surely Jesus had in mind the Roman army that would besiege the city of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 
During the siege, the inhabitants of Jerusalem would suffer great deprivation and starvation. This 
event would only be the beginning of the atrocities that would be perpetrated upon the Jews over the 
coming centuries. 
 
4.3. Placed Upon the Cross 

It is important to understand that it has been prophesied by prophets, ancient and modern, regarding 
the manner of His death. In the Old Testament we read, that “they would pierce my hands and feet” 
(Psalms 22:16), and “they shall look upon me whom they have pierced” (Zechariah 12:10). In 
Ancient America, Nephi recorded, “Because of priestcrafts and iniquities, they at Jerusalem will 
stiffen their necks against him, that he be crucified” (B/M, 2 Nephi 10:5); “Behold, they will crucify 
him;…(B/M, 2 Nephi 25:13), and “…they shall consider him a man, and say that he hath a devil, and 
shall scourge him, and shall crucify him” (B/M, Mosiah 3:9). Jesus also bore his own witness, “And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying what death he 
should die” (John 12:32-33). He also spoke to Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon, “…the voice out of 
the heavens bore record unto us--That he came into the world, even Jesus, to be crucified for the 
world, and to bear the sins of the world, and to sanctify the world, and to cleanse if from all 
unrighteousness” (Doctrine and Covenants 76:40-41). Jesus came into the world to be crucified and 
the Roman soldiers now carried out the decree. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"The three crosses were laid on the ground--that of Jesus, which was doubtless taller than the other 
two, being placed…in the midst. Perhaps the cross-beam was now nailed to the upright, and certainly 
the title, which had either been borne by Jesus fastened around His neck, or carried by one of the 
soldiers in front of Him, was now nailed to the summit of His cross. Then He was stripped of His 
clothes, and then followed the most awful moment of all. He was laid down upon the implement of 
torture. His arms were stretched along the cross-beams; and at the centre of the open palms, the point 
of a huge iron nail was placed, which, by the blow of a mallet, was driven home into the wood [we 
know by revelation that a second nail was driven into each wrist]. Then through either foot 
separately, or possibly through both together as they were placed one over the other, another huge 
nail tore its way through the quivering flesh. Whether the sufferer was also bound to the cross we do 
not know; but, to prevent the hands and feet being torn away by the weight of the body, which could 
not rest upon nothing but four great wounds…there was, about the centre of the cross, a wooden 
projection strong enough to support, at least in part, a human body which soon became a mass of 
agony."27 
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Once upon the cross, Jesus is subjected to yet further humiliation and mockery. 
 
Matthew 27:39, 41-43 
 

39 And they that passed by reviled him… 
 
41 Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, 
42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come 
down from the cross and we will believe him. 
43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the 
Son of God. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Matt. 27:40. If thou be the Son of God…Whose words are these? They fell from the lips of 
mocking mortals, but their source was Satan. He had used them personally in tempting Jesus at the 
beginning of Jesus' mortal ministry (Luke 4:3, 9.) There use here dramatizes the fact that mortal man 
can be inspired from beneath so as to speak forth what the devil wants them to say."28  
 
4.4. Seven “Words” or Utterances 

From the cross, Jesus gave seven specific utterances. These phrases contained words of thought, 
guidance and support, mainly on behalf of others. 
 
1. "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). 
 
His first statement was given shortly after He was lifted up on the cross. It was a petition to His 
Father, given in the spirit of mercy. It was offered on behalf of the soldiers who were performing 
their duty according to orders. They were not the ones who were responsible for Jesus' death. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Jesus did not, it should be noted, pray for Judas who betrayed him; for [Annas], Caiaphas and the 
chief priests who conspired against him; for the false witnesses who perjured their souls before the 
Sanhedrin and in the [Roman] judgment halls; for Pilate and Herod, either of whom could have freed 
him; nor for Lucifer whose power and persuasive ability underlay the whole wicked procedure. All 
these are left in the hands of Eternal Justice to be dealt with according to their works. Mercy cannot 
rob justice; the guilty do not go free simply because the righteous bring no railing accusation against 
them."29 
 
2. "Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise" (Luke 23:43). 
 
The second phrase was directed by Jesus to one of the adjoining thieves. This fellow had rebuked his 
fellow thief who had echoed the taunts of the priests and people. He had acknowledged the guilt of 
his own sins and those of the other, as well as declared Jesus’ innocence. In faith, he uttered this 
simple request. 
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Luke 23:42 
 

42 Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest to thy kingdom. 
 
Jesus' second utterance had followed. We now know that during the time the spirit and body of Christ 
were separated, Jesus went to the spirit world. While there, He organized the missionary work for 
those who had died.  
 
Doctrine and Covenants 137:30 
 

30 But behold, from among the righteous, he organized his forces and appointed 
messengers, clothed with power and authority, and commissioned them to go forth and 
carry the light of the gospel to them that were in darkness, even to all the spirits of men; 
and thus was the gospel preached to the dead. 

 
Those who do not have a complete opportunity while upon this earth to hear the gospel message will 
be given the opportunity while in the spirit world. The vicarious work for the dead would begin on 
earth during the latter days as the necessary ordinances for the dead were revealed. 
 
3. "Woman, behold thy son!…Behold thy mother!" (John 19:26-27). 
 
The third statement was given by Jesus to his earthly mother, Mary, as He was concerned in His 
dying hour for her care. Jesus looked with tender compassion upon those whom He loved. They had, 
even now, remained by His side in spite of the possibility of their being identified by the Roman 
soldiers, He spoke these words to His mother, followed by His directive to His beloved Apostle, 
John, to care for His mortal mother during her remaining years on earth. A new responsibility had 
been given by the dying Christ and it had been accepted by His beloved apostle. 
 
4. ”My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:46; Psalm 22:1). 
 
For three hours, from 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon, Jesus is silent. 
 
Matthew 27:45 
 

45 Now about the sixth hour [12 Noon] there was darkness over all the land unto the 
ninth hour [3:00 p.m.]. 
 

The silence is broken by Jesus' fourth utterance from cross. 
 
Matthew 27:46 
 

46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 
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James E. Talmage states, 
 
"What mind of man can fathom the significance of that awful cry? It seems, that in addition to the 
fearful suffering incident to crucifixion, the agony of Gethsemane had reoccurred, intensified beyond 
human power to endure. In that bitterest hour the dying Christ was alone, alone in most terrible 
reality. That the supreme sacrifice of the Son might be consummated in all its fullness, the Father 
seems to have withdrawn the support of His immediate Presence, leaving to the Savior of men the 
glory of complete victory over the forces of sin and death."30 
 
The law of justice required that the Atoning sacrifice by the Son be accomplished alone. He alone 
must experience the pain and suffering in the Garden of Gethsemane and on the cross at Golgotha. 
No one else could assist Him, not even His Father. He, as the Savior of the World, must bear the 
weight of the sins of all mankind alone. 
 
Upon reflection, the absence of His Father’s support may have been the greatest anguish that Christ 
had to suffer. In all matters of His mortal experience, the Father had always been there, when no one 
else was. He had provided strength and comfort to Him throughout His mortal journey.  Now, even 
the Father, in His greatest hour had withdrawn His support. As noted previously (Chapter 25), the 
pain for the Father at the time of His Son’s suffering must have caused Him great sorrow. He could 
have intervened, but He did not. 
 
Melvin J. Ballard states, 
 
“Oh, in that moment when He might have saved His Son, I thank Him and praise Him that He did not 
fail us, for He had not only the love of His son in mind, but He also had love for us. I rejoice that He 
did not interfere, and that His love for us made it possible for Him to endure to look upon the 
sufferings of His Son and give Him finally to us, our Saviour and our Redeemer. Without Him, 
without His sacrifice, we would have never have come glorified into His presence. And so this is 
what it cost, in part, for our Father in Heaven to give the gift of His Son unto men.”31 
 
5. "I thirst" (John 19:30). 
 
Jesus fifth phrase is given in response to the maddening thirst which He was experiencing. This is 
one of the worst of the worst of the crucifixion agonies. 
 
James E. Talmage states, 
 
"One of those who stood by, …hastily saturated a sponge of vinegar, … [and] pressed it to the Lord's 
fevered lips…John [19:28] affirms that Christ uttered…His one recorded utterance expressive of 
physical suffering…only when He knew ‘that all things were now accomplished’; and the apostle 
saw in the incident a fulfillment of prophecy [Psalm 69:21]."32 
 
6. "It is finished" (John 19:30). 
 
In holy triumph, in full realization the price had been paid in full, and His atoning sacrifice had been 
accepted by His Father, Jesus exclaimed: "It is finished." 
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7. "Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit" (Luke 23:46; Psalm 31:5). 
 
The Centurion who had been assigned to stand by the cross shared his witness as recorded in Mark. 
 
Mark 15:39 
 

39 And when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw that he so cried out, and 
gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this was the Son of God. 
 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“How, then, does a God die? It is a voluntary act; no man taketh his life from him; he lays it down of 
himself; he has power to lay it down and power to take it [up] again. Following Jesus' declaration, 
‘Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit,’ according to Luke 23:46, Jesus then ‘gave up the 
ghost.’”33 
 
At approximately 3:00 p.m. on Thursday afternoon, April 6, A.D. 30, Jesus having completely 
fulfilled the purpose of His mortal life, voluntarily gave up His life and died. 
 
I can only imagine the heartache felt by both family and loved ones as they learned of Jesus’ death. 
Many had believed that He would live forever and now He was dead. The grief of His mother must 
have been almost unbearable. His time on earth had been so short. Now He was gone. He had raised 
others from the dead, but He had not prevented His own death from occurring. As John reached out 
to her, they must have both shed tears of loss and sadness for the ache they were experiencing as 
together they walked the dusty path back to Jerusalem. This was a day they would never forget. It 
was the day Christ died. 
 

Christ’s Final Words From the Cross 

1. "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do" Luke 23:34 

2. "Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in 
paradise" 

Luke 23:43 

3. "Woman, behold thy son!…Behold thy mother!" John 19:26-27 

4. ”My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" Matthew 27:46; Psalm 22:1 

5. "I thirst" John 19:30 

6. "It is finished" John 19:30 

7. "Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit" Luke 23:46; Psalm 31:5 
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4.5. The Renting of the Temple Veil and an Earthquake 

The following signs of Jesus death are recorded by Matthew. 
 
Matthew 27:51 
 

51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; 
 
Alfred Edersheim states, 
 
“The Veils before the Most Holy Place were 40 cubits (60 feet) long and 20 (30 feet) wide, of the 
thickness of the palm of the hand, and wrought in 72 squares, which were joined together; and these 
Veils were so heavy, that, in the exaggerated language of the time, it needed 300 priests to 
manipulate each. If the Veil was at all such as is described in the Talmud, it would not have been rent 
in twain by a mere earthquake or the fall of the lintel, although its composition in squares, fastened 
together might explain, how the rent might be as described in the Gospel.”34 
 
The veil of the temple serves to separate the interior of the Holy of Holies from exposure to everyone 
except the priest who may only enter the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement. 
 
Matthew 27:51 
 

51…and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent. 
 
The earthquake in Jerusalem and the renting of the rocks are physical signs of nature provided to all 
by God as witness of the death of His Son. 
 
4.6. Soldier Pierces His Side with a Spear 

The setting of the sun on Thursday evening, April 6, A.D. 30, marked the beginning of the Jewish 
Sabbath. According to John, “the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for 
that sabbath day was an high day)” (John 19:31). To leave the three malefactors on the cross would 
violate their Sabbath. The two thieves who had been placed on the cross at the same time as Jesus 
were yet alive. 
 
John 19:32-37 
 

32 Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was 
crucified with him. 
33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his 
legs; 
34 But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out 
blood and water. 
35 And he [John] that saw it bare record and his record is true: and he knoweth that he 
saith true, that ye might believe. 
36 For these things were done, that the scriptures should be fulfilled [Exodus 12:46; 
Numbers 12:9], a bone of him shall not be broken. 
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37 And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced 
[Zechariah 12:10]. 

 
The penalty for blasphemy, the original charge for which Jesus was convicted by the Jewish religious 
leaders, was death by stoning. Had Jesus not been brought to Pilate and become part of the Roman 
judicial system and had the charge been changed to High Treason with the penalty of death by 
crucifixion, the prior prophecies regarding His death would not have been fulfilled. 
 
5. Burial of Jesus Christ 

5.1. Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus Obtain Christ’s Body 

As the day that Christ died concludes, Joseph of Arimathea, “being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly 
for fear of the Jews” (John 19:38), gains authority from Pilate to remove Jesus’ body. He was assisted 
in this process by Nicodemus. 
 
5.2 Preparation of Jesus’ Body and Placement in the Tomb 

John 19:39-42 
 

39 And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and 
brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. 
40 Then took they the body of Jesus and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the 
manner of the Jews is to bury. 
41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden was a 
new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. 
42 There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews’ preparation day; for the 
sepulchre was nigh at hand. 
 

These two Jewish members of the Sanhedrin acted at great risk to themselves. Their prestige and 
devotion as Jews, however, did not prevent them from courageously acting upon their own personal 
convictions as disciples of Christ. 
 
5.3. Closing Observation 

F. Keith Howick states, 
 
"Jesus Christ's death sealed the fate of all those who had precipitated it. For thirty pieces of silver, 
Judas had bartered away the crown and the throne the Savior had promised him. The Jewish 
leadership were relieved of a bitter enemy when Christ was crucified, but in the process, they ensured 
the destruction of their temple, their city, their place, and their nation. The Roman conquerors had 
unwittingly participated in this tragedy and in ignorance had fulfilled the prophecies of the ancients 
concerning Christ's death. 
 
"The Satanic influence that had been so pervasively evident throughout Christ's arrest, trial, and 
crucifixion had only served to further doom its author. The victory Lucifer had temporarily won with 
Adam he had forever lost in Christ, for the culmination of the Savior's mortal ministry had taken 
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place and he had won the victory over death. In accordance with the plan of salvation and with 
approval from a Loving Father, Jesus the Messiah was dead."35  
 
6. Conclusions 

Having reviewed the events of the last twenty-four hours of the life of Jesus Christ, we cannot help 
but come away with a greater appreciation of His life and suffering for us as so vividly portrayed by 
the scriptures in our last two chapters (Chapters 25 and 26). 
 
As previously discussed, the transgressions of Adam and Eve, our progenitors, passed on to us 
included physical and spiritual death. Just as death became part of our nature, so did sin. Without 
intervention from a Savior, for we could not save ourselves, we would, upon our death, become 
servants to Lucifer forever. With him, we would have been most miserable forever. How blessed and 
grateful we each should be that One stepped forward who was willing to be our Savior, even Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 
 
“The atonement of Christ saves us [ALL] from physical death through the resurrection, and if we 
will— [as the result of his suffering for our sins] from spiritual death through [our] repentance and 
[His] forgiveness.”36 
 
As we accept the offering that Jesus Christ is now making to each of us, we become changed by Him. 
No longer do we seek to do our will, but we choose to do the will of the Father. We no longer seek 
after the temporary pleasures of the flesh, but instead desire to follow the example of Our Savior and 
to do good to others. As we allow Him to change our natures, we find our own personal joy and 
happiness increasing. Neither our circumstances nor our surroundings have changed, but we find that 
we have been changed permanently from within. The overall effect upon myself has been an 
increased desire to be better than I had been before my conversion. 
 
He gave His life so that we might be free to choose our own eternal residence. He paid the price in 
full in the garden and on the cross that we might live again and never die. He made it possible, if we 
are willing to accept His terms, to have the privilege and opportunity to live with Him and Our 
Eternal Father again. He is truly Our Redeemer, Our Savior, The Son of the Living God. 
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