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Chapter 27: He Is Not Here, For He Is Risen 

Reading Outline: 

 Matthew 28 
 Mark 16 
 Luke 24 
 John 20-21 

1.  Last Request to Pilate 
2.  The Soldiers Saw the Stone Removed? 
3.  A New Day 
4.  Appearances of the Resurrected Christ 

4.1. The First Appearance: Mary Magdalene 
4.2. The Second Appearance: The Other Women 
4.3. The Third Appearance: The Apostle Peter 
4.4. The Fourth Appearance: Cleopas and Luke? 
4.5. Fifth Appearance: The Ten Apostles 
4.6. Sixth Appearance: Thomas and the Other Apostles 
4.7. Seventh Appearance: Seven Apostles at Sea of Galilee 
4.8. Eighth Appearance: More Than 500 Brethren in Galilee 
4.9. Ninth Appearance: Half-brother, James 
4.10. Tenth Appearance: Eleven Apostles at His Ascension 
4.11. Eleventh Appearance: The Nephites at Bountiful 
4.12. Twelfth Appearance: The Lost Tribes of Israel 

5.  Conclusions 

1. Last Request to Pilate 

The Jewish religious leaders upon learning that Jesus’ body has been placed in a garden tomb owned by 
Joseph of Arimathea make a last request to Pilate. 
 
Matthew 27:62-64 
 

62 Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees 
came together unto Pilate. 
63 Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I 
will rise again. 
64 Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples 
come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the 
last error shall be worse than the first. 

 
By their own admission, the religious rulers had understood Jesus statement at the time He had cleared the 
temple regarding their request for His authority. He had then stated, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up“ (John 2:19). It had reference, not to the Temple of Jerusalem, but to Himself! “Does He have 
the power to raise himself from the dead?” they must have wondered. They were firm in their request to Pilate, 
His tomb must be sealed. 
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Matthew 27:65-66 
 

65 Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can. 
66 So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch. 

 
James E. Talmage states, 
 
“So, the chief priests and Pharisees satisfied themselves that the sepulcher was secure by seeing that the 
official seal was affixed at the junction of the great stone and the portal, and that an armed guard was placed in 
charge.”1 
 
2. The Soldiers Saw the Stone Removed? 

There had been soldiers posted at the Garden Tomb to ensure that the stone was not removed from the 
entrance. The stone had been secured by a seal as directed by Pilate (see Matthew 27:65-66). What they 
actually saw is not recorded in the Gospels, except the following. 
 
Matthew 28:11 
 

11 …some of the watch came into the city, and shewed [footnote Greek: reported] unto the chief 
priests all the things that were done. 

 
We may ask, what did the guards report to the chief priest “that were done?” 
 
James E. Talmage states, 
 
“Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath, has passed, and the night preceding the dawn of the most memorable Sunday in 
history was well nigh spent, while the Roman guard kept watch over the sealed sepulcher wherein lay the body 
of the Lord Jesus. While it was yet dark, the earth began to quake; an angel of the Lord descended in glory, 
rolled back the massive stone from the portal of the tomb, and sat upon it. His countenance was brilliant as the 
lightening, and his raiment was as the driven snow for whiteness. The soldiers, paralyzed with fear, fell to the 
earth as dead men [see Matthew 28:2-4]. When they had partially recovered from their fright, they fled from 
the place in terror. Even the rigor of Roman discipline, which decreed summary death to every soldier who 
deserted his post, could not deter them. Moreover, there was nothing left for them to guard; the seal of 
authority had been broken, the sepulcher was open, and empty.”2 
 
We can be certain they saw the stone removed from the tomb’s entrance either during or after it had occurred. 
It is possible that they also saw the angels as they performed its removal? Whatever details they reported to the 
chief priest, his response to them was clear. Their witness must not become known to the people. 
 
Matthew 28:12-15 
 

12 And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money 
[ft. GR: much money] unto the soldiers. 
13 Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept. [To sleep while 
on duty was a punishable offence]. 
14 And if this come to the governor’s ears, we will persuade him, and secure you. 
15 So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported 
among the Jews until this day [during Matthew’s time]. 
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The soldiers become witnesses that the stone placed before the entrance of the tomb had been removed, but not 
by human hands. A witness they sold for money. 
 
3. A New Day 

If the afternoon of Thursday, April 6, A.D.30 was the darkest time in all of human history, then the early 
morning of Sunday, April 9, A.D. 30 was the brightest. On this Sunday morning occurred an event that had 
never occurred previously in all of human history. Others had been brought back to life after being dead. Both 
Elijah (1 Kings 17:22) and Elisha (2 Kings 4:35) had performed this miracle as had Jesus Himself (Mark 5:41-
daughter of Jairus; Luke 7:15-the son of a widow; John 11:39, 43-44-Lazarus). In each instance the life of the 
individual was extended for an additional period of time, however, each then experienced a permanent death as 
have millions before and since. No one had ever before in the history of man been dead and then been 
resurrected or become immortal. 
 
The Guide to the Scriptures defines resurrection as, 
 
“The reuniting of the spirit body with the physical body of flesh and bones after death. After resurrection, the 
spirit and body will never again be separated, and the person will become immortal.”3 
 
John 10:17-18 
 

17 Therefore doth my Father love me because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 
18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 

 
The power for Jesus to voluntarily lay down His life (to die) and to take it up again (to resurrect or to never die 
again) had been given to Him by His Father. 
 
Richard D. Draper states, 
 
“…surprisingly, the Lord’s physical resurrection is strange doctrine to much of the Christian world. Even the 
Lord’s chosen disciples found it hard to accept this fundamental truth. Consequently, their turn from disbelief 
to full embrace of the doctrine strengthens the witness of the Resurrection contained in the four Gospels. 
Against forceful cultural influences that fostered their initial incredulity, these disciples gained unwavering 
conviction that remains a vital basis of evidence of the Savior’s literal resurrection.”4 
It is because of the uniqueness of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, many in the world today find it to be a leap 
of faith greater than they can make. Their intellect tells them that this is not possible and they dismiss the 
evidence as being from one possessed of a deranged mind. To the skeptic and disbeliever, I ask only that you 
suspend your judgment and instead allow yourself to open both your mind and your heart to the witnesses as 
provided in the scriptures. If you will do so, you may as you read feel things that you have never felt before. 
 
In this chapter, we will consider the witness of those who both saw and heard and felt and now share with us 
their experiences as they came to know for themselves that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is true. Each of 
them initially doubted and did not believe. 
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4. Appearances of the Resurrected Christ 

4.1 The First Appearance: Mary Magdalene 

Mark 16: 2, 1 
 

2 And very early in the morning the first day of the week [Sunday], they came unto the 
sepulchre at the rising of the sun. 
1 And…Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Salome…brought sweet spices, 
that they might come and anoint him. [Luke 24:10, adds Joanna…and other women.] 

 
The hasty burial begun Thursday evening before the high Sabbath, by Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus 
must be completed. These special women and devoted followers of Jesus had come to complete the 
preparation of Jesus’ burial. As they journeyed to the garden tomb, they began to wonder how they would “roll 
away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?” (Mark 16:3). Their concern had already been addressed. 
 
Matthew 28:2 
 

2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 
and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 

 
Luke 24:2-3 
 

2 And they [the women] found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. 
3 And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Their first question must have been, “Where was Jesus’ body? Had someone removed it?” 
 
Luke 24:4-7 
 

4 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them 
in shining garments: 
5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why 
seek ye the living among the dead? 
6 He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee. 
7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and 
the third day rise again. 

 
"He is not here, but is risen!” (Luke 24:6). These words are the greatest words ever spoken on earth for they 
bear witness that unlike all who had proceeded Him in death, Jesus was the first to have been dead and to have 
risen from the grave in a resurrected body to live forever again! 
 
Marion G. Romney states, 
 
"Our belief is, and we so testify, that Jesus not only conquered death for himself and brought forth his own 
glorious resurrected body, but that in so doing he also brought about a universal resurrection. This was the end 
and purpose of the mission for which he was set apart and ordained in the great council in heaven, when he 
was chosen to be our Savior and Redeemer."5 
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Paul will later write in his epistle to the Corinthians, "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive" (1 Corinthians 15:22). 
 
The beginning of the universal resurrection of all began the Sunday morning following the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ as recorded by Matthew. 
 
Matthew 27:52-53 (underline added) 
 

52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose. 
53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared 
unto many. 

 
The incredible news that these special women had received, according to Luke 24:8, caused them to 
"remember his words," or His teachings regarding His resurrection. The women now returned to share their 
experience with the Apostles. 
 
Luke 24:10-11 
 

10 It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that 
were with them, which told these things unto the apostles. 
11 And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. 

 
The women were the first to believe, the Apostles were the first to doubt. Two of the Apostles, Peter, and 
John, “whom Jesus loved”, take action and the scriptures state, “run” to the sepulchre in order to see for 
themselves. 
 
Luke 24:12 (underline added) 
 

12 Then arose Peter, [John 20:2, 4-“and…the other disciple whom Jesus loved”…So they ran 
both together] and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid 
by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass. 

 
John 20:8 
 

8 Then went in also that other disciple [John], which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw and 
believe. 

 
Peter and John have now verified for themselves the witness of the women of the empty tomb. They then 
“went away again unto their own home” (John 20:10). 
 
Mary Magdalene, having returned, is alone in the garden in her sorrow and grief. Luke's record is Mary, during 
her first visit to the tomb with the other women, had heard the testimony of the angels (see Luke 24:4-7), but it 
appears that she still doubted and had not yet accepted their witness. Like the Apostles, she had also heard 
Jesus' teachings regarding His resurrection, probably from His own lips. She like the others doubted.  All of 
that is about to change. 
 
John 20:11-13 
 

11 But Mary stood without at the sepulcher weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and 
looked into the sepulchre. 
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12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and other at the feet, where the 
body of Jesus had lain. 
13 And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have 
taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. 

 
Mary is again privileged to see and converse with the two angels at Jesus’ tomb. Part of her pain is she 
believes someone has moved the body of Jesus from His tomb. She does not know where they have taken him. 
 
John 20:14 
 

14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not 
that it was Jesus. 

 
The fact that she did not know Him appears to be based on the probability that in her mind she did not expect 
Him to be standing. Therefore, her mind did not allow her to recognize the man standing as Jesus even though 
otherwise she was familiar with His appearance. 
 
John 20:15 
 

15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to 
be the gardener, said unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid 
him, and I will take him away. 

 
Mary now hears the voice of Jesus and still her mind will not allow her to connect either His appearance or His 
voice with Jesus. It is beyond her ability to comprehend that one that is dead can both appear and converse. 
 
John 20:16-17 
 

16 Jesus said unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, 
Master. 
17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not ascended to my Father: but go to my 
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and 
your God. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"For reasons of his own, the Risen Lord singled out Mary Magdalene to be the first witness, in point of time, 
of his resurrection. She was the first mortal of all mortals ever to see a resurrected person. She saw his face 
and heard his voice."6 
 
Mary Magdalene becomes the first mortal to see the resurrected Jesus. He who was dead is alive again. His 
body is no longer confined to a tomb; He is risen and lives. 
 
At this time, Mary is forbidden to touch her resurrected Lord. 
 
James E. Talmage offers two possible explanations as to why Mary was not allowed to embrace her Lord, 
 
"One may wonder why Jesus had forbidden Mary Magdalene to touch Him, and then, so soon after, had 
permitted other women to hold Him by the feet as they bowed in reverence. [See Section V]. We may assume 
that Mary’s emotional approach had been prompted more by a feeling of personal yet holy affection than by an 
impulse of devotional worship such as the other women evinced… [JST, John 20:17-Jesus saith unto her, Hold 
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me not] …He was [however] no longer one of them in the literal sense. There was about Him a divine dignity 
that forbade close personal familiarity… [Secondly, we are left to accept his statement that] no human hand 
was to be permitted to touch the Lord's resurrected and immortalized body until after He had presented 
Himself to the Father [and that He had ascended between His refusal to Mary and His contact with the other 
women]."7 
 
Mary Magdalene is directed by Jesus to go to His disciples and share her witness with them. 
 
John 20:17-18 
 

17 …go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to 
my God, and your God. 
18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had 
spoken these things unto her. 

 
Mark records the response of the disciples to Mary’s witness. 
 
Mark 16:11 
 

11 And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not. 
 
At this point, neither the witness of Peter and John regarding the empty tomb, nor the eyewitness of Mary is 
sufficient to convince the disciples, including the eleven, that Jesus is risen from the dead. 
 
4.2. The Second Appearance: The Other Women 

Matthew 28:9 
 

9 And as they [the other women minus Mary] went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, 
saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet and worshipped him. 

 
This is the first instance of a mortal being given permission to have physical contact with a resurrected being. 
It confirms to all that unlike a spirit which does not have a physical body, contact with a resurrected being, 
meaning one who has a perfected body of flesh and bones, can be physically felt by mortals. It appears that 
these “other women” met all the criteria necessary to have physical contact with Jesus including He had now 
presented Himself before His Father in Heaven. Jesus directs them to share their witness with the disciples and 
to give them a message. 
 
Matthew 28:10 
 

10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid; go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and 
there shall they see me. 

 
4.3. The Third Appearance: The Apostle Peter 

The third witness, according to Bruce R. McConkie (see The Mortal Messiah: Book 4, 252) and the fourth 
witness, according to James E. Talmage (Jesus The Christ, 699) is the Senior member of the Apostles, Simon 
Peter. 
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Luke 24:34 (see also 1 Corinthians 15:5) 
 

34 Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. 
 
James E. Talmage states, 
 
“Peter’s remorseful penitence over his denial of Christ in the palace of the high priest was deep and painful; he 
may have doubted that ever again would the Master call him His servant…To the repentant Peter came the 
Lord, doubtless with forgiveness and loving assurance.”8 
 
The Life and Teachings of Jesus and his Apostles (Institute) Manual adds, 
 
"Jesus' appearance to Peter perhaps had additional significance. Earlier, …Peter, in conjunction with James 
and John, who would preside with him [having received the 'keys of the kingdom' on the Mount of 
Transfiguration], and thereafter 'acted as the First Presidency of the Church in their day’ (Joseph Fielding 
Smith, Doctrines of Salvation 3, 152). The keys of Presidency can only be exercised on the earth by one man 
at a time; and that man in the period just after Jesus ascended into heaven was Peter. It may have been then, 
that Jesus' special appearance to Peter was associated in some way with the principle of keys."9 
 
Whether the reason was out of compassion or due to his special calling, it is understandable that Simon Peter 
(Cephas) would be among the first to see the resurrected the Christ. 
 
4.4. Fourth Appearance: Cleopas and Luke? 

The next appearance of the resurrected Lord was to two disciples, Cleopas and Luke? 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Cleopas and his companion (perhaps Luke, since it is he who records the account)?”10 
 
As these two disciples were conversing as they walked along the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus, Jesus in 
disguise joins them. 
 
JST, Luke 24:14-15 
 

14 …Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. 
15 But their eyes were holden, or covered, that they could not know him. 

 
As the stranger seemed to be unfamiliar with the events that had just occurred in Jerusalem regarding the death 
of Jesus of Nazareth, the two disciples attempted to enlighten Him (see Luke 24:18-24). 
 
As they questioned the witness of the women regarding the empty tomb, Jesus then taught them regarding all 
the prophecies regarding Himself. 
 
Luke 24:27 
 

27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself. 

 
As they neared Emmaus, and appearing that the stranger would separate from them, they invited Him to lodge 
with them. Before they began to eat their evening meal, the stranger offered a blessing on the food. 
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Luke 24:30-31/JST, Luke 24:30 
 

30 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, 
and gave to them. 
31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished [JST, Luke 24:30, and he 
was taken up], out of their sight. 

 
The resurrected Lord was gone, but though their natural eyes had been covered, their heart felt something. 
 
Luke 24:32 
 

32 And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the 
way, and while he opened to us the scriptures. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"Why did Jesus keep his identity hidden? Why walk and talk, perhaps for hours, along the dusty lanes of 
Palestine? Obviously, it was to show what a resurrected being is like…Could anyone devise a more perfect 
way to teach what a resurrected being is like when his glory is retained within him? Men are men whether 
mortal or immortal, and there need be no spiritualizing away of the reality of the resurrection, not after this 
Emmaus road episode."11 
 
Jesus walked. Jesus talked. He ate, just like an ordinary mortal man. He appeared through their mortal eyes to 
be just another stranger on the road to Emmaus. Only to their pure hearts did the spirit bear witness that the 
stranger who walked and talked and ate with them was the resurrected Christ. He had risen from the grave. 
 
They could not keep this witness to themselves. 
 
Luke 24:33 
 

33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven [except 
Thomas?] gathered together, and them that were with them. 

 
4.5. Fifth Appearance: The Ten Apostles 

I believe that this gathering included only ten of the Apostles, Thomas being absent (see John 20:24). 
 
The apostles and others with them are gathered in a locked room having also partaken of their evening meal. 
Certainly, they would be delighted to hear the witness given them by Cleopas and Luke who had just arrived 
from Emmaus. All who are present have heard the testimony of Mary Magdalene, the other women, Simon 
Peter. Now, Cleopas and Luke share their experience. They will now receive further witness. 
 
Luke 24:36-40 
 

36 And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them and saith unto them, Peace 
be unto you. 
37 But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. 
38 And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts? 
39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 
40 And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. 
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Surely, He would have invited them to individually come forward and touch His wounds for themselves. They 
could now bear witness themselves of Jesus’ physical resurrection. To bring further evidence to them that He 
was not a spirit, He asked for food to eat. 
 
Luke 24:41-43 
 

41 And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye any meat? 
42 And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honey-comb. 
43 And he took it and did eat before them. 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"A resurrected person eats and digests food; the body, though immortal, is tangible and real. If ever there was a 
‘living sermon,’ such is being seen and believed and understood by the favored faithful in the upper room this 
night!"12 
 
Luke 24:45-48 
 

45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures. 
46 And said unto them, thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from 
the dead the third day. 
47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"Christ came; he was crucified, died, and rose again the third day; he worked out the infinite and eternal 
atonement, all with but one end in view; to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man, to enable men 
to repent and be baptized and gain eternal life. That message is now to go to ‘all nations,’ not to the Jews only, 
but to every nation and kindred and tongue and people. And it is to be carried by testimony. The disciples are 
to teach the gospel and seal their teachings with the witness that God has revealed to them that Jesus rose from 
the dead, that as a consequence his gospel is true, and that to gain salvation men must believe and obey."13 
 
His witness was sure as was His directive to His disciples, including each of us. They/we are to “teach the 
gospel and seal their/our teachings with their/our witness that God has revealed to them/us that Jesus rose from 
the dead, [and] that as a consequence His gospel is true.” How blessed each of us are that we may each know 
these truths in our minds and in our hearts if we will only ask. 
 
It is noteworthy to me that over the entrance of the Newport Beach Temple is a bronze relief of the gathering 
of the ten, not eleven, Apostles with Jesus in their midst. It is “as if” the sculptor wanted to give special 
recognition to this sacred meeting. 
 
Another special event occurred during this meeting as recorded by the apostle John. 
 
John 20:21-24 
 

21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I 
you. 
22 And when he had said this, he breathed [or laid hands] on them, and saith unto them, Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost. 
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23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, 
they are retained. 
24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 

 
The bestowal of the gift of the Holy Ghost, who is the third member of the Godhead, will be a great blessing to 
the Apostles as they go forth to fulfill their responsibility to teach the Gospel. This gift Jesus had previously 
promised to give them (John 14:26; 16:7) as He had taught them regarding His death and subsequent 
resurrection. 
 
4.6. Sixth Appearance: Thomas and the other Apostles 

Upon Thomas’ return, the others shared with him the experience they had when Jesus had appeared to them 
and taught them eternal truths. Thomas’ response to his fellow Apostles and disciples witness is not 
uncommon with those whose witness requires tangible proof. It is “as if” their heart cannot experience, what 
their eyes cannot see. 
 
John 20:25 
 

25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, 
Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 

 
Based upon Thomas' refusal to believe the testimony offered by his Apostolic colleagues and his requirement 
for material evidence, he has often been referred to as "doubting Thomas." Before we point the finger of scorn 
or pass judgment too hastily, we must ask ourselves, have I ever doubted? At all times, did I believe or have 
there been times when my faith also wavered? If we search our own hearts and are honest with ourselves, I 
believe we will find there have been occasions when we also doubted the witness of others. 
 
We learn that “after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas was with them: …” (John 20:26). 
 
John 20:26-29 
 

26 …then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 
27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither 
thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 
28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 
29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed. 

 
The physical witness Thomas sought is provided, though it is important to add, this is the exception rather than 
the rule. Note that though Thomas received his desired witness, the risen Lord taught him that there would be 
others, many others, who would not receive a personal visitation from the resurrected Lord. They were to seek 
for spiritual confirmation upon their receiving the testimony of others, and in turn they would be blessed. 
 
4.7. Seventh Appearance: Seven of the Apostles on Sea of Galilee 

The women at the tomb had been given instructions by the angel they were to give a message to the disciples 
and Peter. 
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Mark 16:7 
 

7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye 
see him, as he said unto you. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“After Jesus rose from the dead, our apostolic friends received two commands—one, to go to Galilee and meet 
Jesus on a mountain according to a prior appointment; the other, to tarry in Jerusalem until he sent the promise 
of the Father upon them and they were endowed with power from on high. Apparent they have been endowed 
in the initial sense of the word—though an additional heavenly endowment of divine power will come, in 
Jerusalem, on the day of Pentecost—for they have now left the Holy City and traveled to their native 
Galilee…Their appointment to meet the Lord was a definite one to which more than five hundred brethren 
have been invited. As they awaited the day, and having need to supply their families with this world’s goods, 
Peter said: ‘I go a fishing.’ Six of the eleven were with him—James, John, Thomas, Nathanael, and two who 
not named but probably were Andrew and Philip, since those two had been engaged with Peter and the others 
in like ventures in earlier days. This group said to Peter: ‘We also go with thee.”14 
 
In spite of having been previously successful fishermen, we learn, “that night they caught nothing” (John 
21:3). 
 
The next morning, a stranger called to them from the shore. 
 
John 21:4-6 
 

4 …the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. 
5 Then Jesus saith unto them Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. 
6 And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast 
therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 

 
There had been another occasion when they had been fishing and had not caught any fish and upon following 
Jesus’ instructions, their nets had been full of fish. (see Luke 5:5-6). Maybe John, in his mind, had recalled that 
experience or did he recall that initially Jesus had told them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” 
(Matthew 4:19)? Was it His voice or mannerisms? The fact is that John recognized who the stranger was on 
the shore. 
 
John 21:7 
 

7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved [John] saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when 
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he was naked,) 
and did cast himself into the sea. 

 
John’s witness is sufficient for Peter! He jumps into the water and precedes the ship to the shore. 
 
John 21:9-10, 12, 14 
 

9 As soon as they [the disciples] were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid 
thereon, and bread. 
10 Jesus said unto them, Bring of the fish where ye have now caught. 
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12 Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art 
thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 
 
14 This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after he was risen from 
the dead. 

 
Before Jesus commences to teach His disciples, He tends first to their physical needs. This consists of 
providing excess fish for their families as well as providing food for them. 
 
John 21:15-17 
 

15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than 
these? [fishing: Peter’s former vocation?] He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I 
love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 
16 He saith unto him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto 
him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 
17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved 
because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou 
knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

 
There are several lessons to be learned from this teaching moment. It is noteworthy that the Lord posited three 
questions to Peter and only him. Is the Lord giving Peter another opportunity to declare his love, and 
obedience, to Him? Is he receiving instructions regarding his responsibility as the leading Apostle to care for 
the lambs i.e. the children and youth in the Church as well as the sheep i.e. the adult members? Is He 
reminding Peter that for the remainder of his life, he is to give his undivided attention to furthering the work of 
the Lord’s kingdom upon the earth? Nothing else is to take precedence in his life. Not even fishing. 
 
I believe that the “three questions Jesus asked Peter,” also have relevance for us today. What is it that we love 
more than being in the Lord’s service? Is it viewing sports? the pursuit of money? shopping? or recreational 
activities? While none of these activities in moderation are distracting, in excess they can be destructive to our 
spiritual well-being. While your list and mine of distractions may vary, our reply, like Peter’s, must be the 
same, “Lord, thou knowest that I love thee, I will serve thee.” 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Peter, still not fully converted, for such must await the Spirit’s descent on Pentecost, is called upon to erase 
the three averrals that he knew not the Man, by thrice asserting his love for the risen Lord…The question, 
'Lovest thou me more than these?' was one of deep import, for Peter, the senior apostle of God on earth, had 
gone fishing; that is, instead of devoting himself, with all his means and energy to the ministry, he had gone 
off after temporal things. Our Lord now calls him back and asks: 'Lovest thou me more than these one hundred 
and fifty-three fish, more than the things of this world?' And the commands, 'Feed my lambs...Feed my sheep,' 
are announced as tests for Peter and for all Christ's ministers, tests which measure how much the elders of the 
kingdom love their Lord."15 
 
Peter is then told by the Lord that he will become a martyr for the gospel truths and will be called upon to lay 
down his life for Christ's sake. 
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John 21:18-19 
 

18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walked 
whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and 
another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 
19 This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify god. And when he had spoken this, 
he saith unto him, Follow me. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“How literally the Master then spoke, and how fully Peter is to do as he offered, he now learns. He is to be 
crucified…Peter's arms are to be stretched forth upon the cross, the executioner shall gird him with the loin-
cloth which criminals wear when crucified, and he shall be carried where he would not, that is to his execution 
(2 Pet.1:14-15)."16  
 
We have been taught that in the latter-day there will be martyrs who will yet be required to give their lives for 
the gospel’s sake. Certainly, they will be spared death by crucifixion, but the courage required to be faithful 
and not falter will be the same when the trials come. 
 
Jesus invites Peter to come with Him, apart from the other apostles. As they leave the fire pit together, John 
follows them but remains in the distance. Peter having learned about his future, now inquires of Jesus 
regarding John's future. 
 
John 21:22 
 

22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. 
 
We learn from modern revelation that John was given the opportunity to make a request of the Lord prior to 
His ascension and it would be granted. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 7:1 
 

1 And the Lord said unto me: John, my beloved, what desirest thou? For if you shall ask what 
you will, it shall be granted unto you. 

 
When Jesus visited Ancient America following His resurrection, He also called twelve disciples or Apostles to 
serve as the foundation of His Church in the America’s. When He departed, after His three-day visit, He spoke 
to the Twelve and asked them, “What is it that ye desire of me after I am gone to the Father?” (B/M, 3 Nephi 
28:1). They responded. 
 
B/M, 3 Nephi 28:2-3 
 

2 And they all spake, save it were three, saying: We desire that after we have lived unto the age 
of man, that our ministry, wherein thou hast called us, may have an end, that we may speedily 
come unto thee in thy kingdom. 
3 And he said unto them [nine]: Blessed are ye because ye have desired this thing of me; 
therefore, after that ye are seventy and two years old ye shall come unto me in my kingdom; and 
with me ye shall find rest. 

 
It is reasonable to assume that the offer made to the twelve on the Americas, Jesus had previously made to His 
eleven Apostles in the Old World. It is noted that nine of the Twelve in the America’s chose to die at the age 
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of seventy-two and then come to be with their Master in His kingdom. Three of the Twelve were reluctant to 
express their desires. 
 
B/M, 3 Nephi 28:6 
 

6 And he said unto them: Behold, I know your thoughts, and ye have desired the thing which 
John, my beloved, who was with me in my ministry, before that I was lifted up by the Jews, 
desired of me. 

 
What is it that John the beloved desired of the Lord? 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 7:2-5, 8 
 

2 And I [John] said unto him: Lord, give unto me power over death, that I may live and bring 
souls unto thee. 
3 And the Lord said unto me: Verily, verily, I say unto thee, because thou desirest this thou shalt 
tarry until I come in my glory, and shalt prophesy before nations, kindreds, tongues and people. 
4 And for this cause the Lord said unto Peter: If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 
thee? For he desired of me that he might bring souls unto me, but thou desiredst that thou 
mightiest speedily come unto me in my kingdom. 
5 I say unto thee, Peter, this was a good desire; but my beloved has desired that he might do 
more, or a greater work yet among men than what he has before done. 
 
8 Verily I say unto you [Peter and John], ye shall both have according to your desires, for ye 
both joy in that which ye have desired. 

 
It is assumed that Peter’s desire, like that of the other nine disciples in the America’s, was at the conclusion of 
their lives they desired to be with Jesus in His kingdom. The request of John was to be allowed to remain upon 
the earth for the purpose of continuing to build Christ’s kingdom upon the earth, like the request of the Three 
Nephites in Ancient America (see B/M, 3 Nephi 28:7-10), was also a good desire. Each of their requests were 
likewise granted. 
 
4.8. Eighth Appearance: More Than 500 Brethren in Galilee 

Peter and the other Apostles had come to Galilee at the request of the Lord. 
 
Matthew 28:16 
 

16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed 
them. 

 
It is the opinion of many the meeting on a mountain in Galilee involving “the eleven disciples,” is the same 
meeting Paul refers to in 1 Corinthian 15:6, where Jesus was “seen of above five hundred brethren at one.” 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"This was an appearance by appointment, by pre-arrangement, to which probably a great multitude of disciples 
was invited…If so, the seventies and leading brethren of the Church would have been present, as also perhaps 
the faithful women who are inheritors of like rewards with obedient priesthood holders…We may suppose that 
great preparation preceded this meeting; that it dealt with many things, perhaps being similar to his resurrected 
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ministry to multitudes of Nephites; and that from it, by the mouths of many witnesses, the sure testimony of 
his divine Sonship went forth to the world."17 
 
It is at this meeting that the Apostles were given an important commandment that remains in force today as 
His directive to the modern Apostles. 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 
 

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
"…now [their apostolic] commission is expanded to include all nations; they are now to go into all the world; 
the gospel, in due course and according to the prescribed priorities, is to be offered to every creature."18 
 
4.9. Ninth Appearance: Half-brother, James 

We are indebted to Paul and his letter to the Corinthians for the brief information which we have regarding the 
resurrected Lord's appearance to His own half-brother, James. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:7 
 

7 After that [meaning his appearance to the five hundred], he was seen of James then of all the 
apostles. 

 
We can assume that the appearance of the resurrected Christ to His half-brother would have had a major 
impact upon him. It is likely that the Holy Ghost bore witness to him of Jesus’ divinity and that he then sought 
to learn more about the teachings he previously had discounted. He must have been receptive to the message 
as it was presented to him, repented of his sins and entered into the waters of baptism. Tradition has James 
playing an active part in the Church. Peter refers to him following his being freed from prison by an angel. 
 
Acts 12:17 
 

17 But he, [Peter]…declared unto them [Acts 12:12- “those gathered at the house of Mary the 
mother of Mark] how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, Go shew these 
things unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went into another place. 

 
James is also noted in the scriptures as holding a position of prominence in the Church in Jerusalem. When 
Paul came to Jerusalem to meet with the authorities of the Church regarding his missionary labors amongst the 
Gentiles, James speaks on behalf of Paul’s and Barnabas position (see Acts 15:13-22). 
 
George A. Horton states, 
 
“James, …is thought to be the half-brother of Jesus, who, tradition says, became the Bishop of Jerusalem.”19 
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The LDS Bible Dictionary states, 
 
“James, Epistle of. The writer is generally thought of as the Lord’s [half] brother (Gal.1:19), the son of Mary, 
and is mentioned in Acts 12:17; 15:13; Gal.2:9.”20 
 
4.10. Tenth Appearance: Eleven Apostles at His Ascension 

Jesus meets with His eleven Apostles on the Mount of Olives, located near Bethany, just prior to His 
Ascension. On this occasion He reminds them that they are to teach His death and resurrection, of which they 
are witnesses, as well as repentance and baptism for the "remission of sins [that] should be preached in His 
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46-47). 
 
His final instruction to them is that they are to “tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued [clothed, 
invested] with power from on high" (Luke 24:49). The power they were to receive from on high was to include 
not only the Gift of the Holy Ghost, but also a special endowment. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Thus the apostles—or any ministers or missionaries in any age—are not fully qualified to go forth, preach the 
gospel, and build up the kingdom, unless they have the gift of the Holy Ghost and also are endowed with 
power from on high, meaning have received certain knowledge, powers, and special blessings, normally given 
only in the Lord’s Temple.”21 
 
While Peter, James and John had already received their endowment while they were with the Lord on the 
Mount of Transfiguration, the other Apostles had not yet received their special endowment. This would be 
given to them before they departed Jerusalem for their missions. Each of the Apostles would also be given the 
Gift of the Holy Ghost with the authority to bestow this gift on others. 
 
4.11. Eleventh Appearance: The Nephites at Bountiful 

Sometime following the Lord’s resurrection in the Old World, He appeared to those who were gathered in the 
Ancient America. Prior to His appearance, there had been a terrible destruction upon the land, including 
powerful earthquakes. Many of the wicked had lost their lives as the forces of nature wreaked havoc upon the 
land. Later, in the land of Bountiful, a temple had been constructed. On this particular occasion, on the 
grounds of the temple, many of the members of the Church were gathered. 
 
On the occasion of His appearance to them, He stated. 
 
B/M, 3 Nephi 11:10-11 
 

10 Behold, I am Jesus Christ, whom the prophets testified shall come into the world. 
11 And behold, I am the light and the life of the world; and I have drunk out of that bitter cup 
which the Father hath given me, and have glorified the Father in taking upon myself the sins of 
the world, in the which I have suffered the will of the Father in all things from the beginning. 

 
The response of the people who were gathered was to fall to the ground, “for they remembered that it had been 
prophesied among them that Christ should show himself unto them after his ascension into heaven” (B/M, 3 
Nephi 11:12). 
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So that they might also become witnesses of His resurrection, Jesus extends a special invitation to each of 
them. 
 
B/M, 3 Nephi 11:14-15 
 

14 Arise and come forth unto me, that ye may thrust your hands into my side, and also that ye 
may feel the prints of the nails in my hands and in my feet, that ye may know that I am the God 
of Israel and the God of the whole earth, and have been slain for the sins of the world. 
15 And it came to pass that the multitude [see B/M, 3 Nephi 17:25] went forth, and thrust their 
hands into his side, and did feel the prints of the nails in his hands and in his feet; and this they 
did going forth one by one until they had all gone forth, and did see with their eyes and did feel 
with their hands, and did know of a surety and did bear record, that it was he of whom it was 
written by the prophets, that should come. 

 
Jesus would spend three days amongst the Nephites who gathered to hear His words. His words are recorded 
in 3 Nephi, Chapters 11-26, in the Book of Mormon. During this time, many heard His words and were 
witness of His resurrection. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“…thousands upon thousands (we suppose tens and scores of thousands) heard his voice, felt the nail marks in 
his hands and feet, thrust their hands into his side, and (many of them) wet his feet with their tears."22 
 
Both the writings of the Bible and the Book of Mormon stand as written witnesses to all of the divinity of 
Jesus Christ and of His resurrection. 
 
4.12. Twelfth Appearance: The Lost Tribes of Israel 

Near the conclusion of Jesus’ appearance on His first day to the Nephites at the temple, He announces His 
intent to visit yet another group of people. 
 
B/M, 3 Nephi 17:4 
 

4 But now I go unto the Father, and also to show myself unto the lost tribes of Israel, for they are 
not lost unto the Father, for he knoweth whither he hath taken them. 

 
You will recall that the majority of the ten tribes, following the death of Solomon and his son Rehoboam 
becoming king, revolted to form a separate nation in the north. The ten northern tribes, under Jeroboam I, kept 
the name of Israel while the southern kingdom was called Judah. 
 
The Guide to the Scriptures states, 
 
“The ten lost tribes of Israel. The ten tribes of Israel made up the northern kingdom of Israel and were carried 
away captive into Assyria in 721 B.C. At that time, they went to the ‘north countries’ and became lost to the 
knowledge of others. In the last days they will return.”23 
 
Through the restored authority found in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, the ten lost tribes of 
Israel, now scattered, will be gathered home again. Upon their return, they will also bring their scriptures with 
them. On that day, we will then have the complete record of the visit of the resurrected Christ to them. No 
doubt, like those in the Old World and in the America’s, He will have also shown them the wounds in His 
hands and feet and in His side. We will then have their additional witness. 
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5. Conclusions 

It is my belief that the greatest single event in all of human history occurred that Sabbath morning, April 9, 
A.D. 30, when the humble women went to the tomb of Jesus and were told by the angels, "He is not here, but 
is risen" (Luke 24:6). Because He is risen, every individual who has lived, now lives and ever will live, will be 
resurrected. The separation of body and spirit, commonly known as death, will have its end and once again 
body and spirit will be united, never to be separated again.  This is the witness Jesus gave repeatedly as He 
appeared unto many following His resurrection. The free gift Jesus Christ bestowed upon all His Father's 
children is the message of the resurrection. Because of Christ, someday all tombs will be empty. 
 
Matthew 27:52 
 

52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose. 
 
One of my favorite Easter Hymns is entitled, “He is Risen!” The words were written by Cecil Frances 
Alexander (1818-1885) to a hymn that had been written two hundred years previously by Joachim Neander 
(1650-1680). The words to the hymn are provided. 
 

He is Risen! 
 

“He is risen! He is risen! Tell it out with joyful voice. 
He has burst his three days’ prison; Let the whole wide 

earth rejoice. Death is conquered: man is free. 
Christ has won the victory. 

 
 “Come with high and holy hymning; Chant our Lord’s triumphant lay. 

Not one darksome cloud is dimming Yonder glorious morning ray. 
Breaking o’er the purple east, 
Symbol of our Easter feast. 

 
 “He is risen! He is risen! He hath opened heaven’s gate. 

We are free from sin’s dark prison, Risen to a holier state. 
And a brighter Easter beam 

On our longing eyes shall stream.” 24 
 
This hymn reflects both the message and the spirit I have tried to present throughout this chapter. The 
documentation of the twelve appearances that Jesus made ranging from one to thousands of individuals is to 
provide ample evidence, even to the skeptic, that this was not a hoax perpetrated by a small group of 
individuals in order to gain notoriety for their cause. It is the thoughtful recording of a special event whose 
effect extends without condition to everyone. 
 
The time will come when every knee will bow in honor and respect to Jesus Christ who gave us this great gift 
whatever their persuasion or belief. The invitation I extend to you is to come and learn for yourself, through 
your heart and mind, these eternal truths, for they will change your life forever. 
 
Gordon B. Hinckley states, 
 
"On Calvary he was the dying Jesus. From the tomb he emerged the living Christ."25  
 
As the New Millennium began on January 1, 2000, the members of the First Presidency and the Twelve 
Apostles sent forth a combined declaration regarding the “Living Christ.”26  
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(Excerpts from this document conclude this chapter.) 
 

“THE LIVING CHRIST” 
THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLES 

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
 

“We solemnly testify that His life, which is central to all human history, neither began in Bethlehem nor 
concluded on Calvary. He was the Firstborn of the Father, the Only Begotten Son in the flesh, the Redeemer of 
the world. 
 
“He rose from the grave to ‘become the firstfruits of them that slept’ (1 Corinthians 15:20). As Risen Lord, He 
visited among those He had loved in life. He also ministered among His ‘other sheep’ (John 10:16) in ancient 
America. In the modern world, He and His Father appeared to the boy Joseph Smith, ushering in the long-
promised ‘dispensation of the fullness of times’ (Ephesians 1:10). 
 
“We testify that He will someday return to earth…He will rule as King of Kings and reign as Lord of Lords, 
and every knee shall bend and every tongue shall speak in worship before 
Him. Each of us will stand to be judged of Him according to our works and the desires of our hearts.” 
 
“We bear testimony, as His duly ordained Apostles—that Jesus is the Living Christ, the immortal Son of God. 
He is the great King Immanuel, who stand today on the right hand of His Father. He is the light, the life, and 
the hope of the world. His way is the path that leads to happiness in this life and eternal life in the world to 
come. God be thanked for the matchless gift of His divine Son.” (See entire document at 
www.lds.org/livingchrist/thetestimonyoftheapostles). 
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