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Chapter 36: Beloved of God, Called to Be Saints 

Reading Outline: 

 Romans 

1.  Introduction to Romans 
2.  Book of Romans 

2.1. Romans 1 
2.2. Romans 2 
2.3. Romans 3 
2.4. Romans 4 
2.5. Romans 5 
2.6. Romans 6 
2.7. Romans 7 
2.8. Romans 8 
2.9. Romans 9 
2.10. Romans 10 
2.11. Romans 11 
2.12. Romans 12 
2.13. Romans 13 
2.14. Romans 14 
2.15. Romans 15 
2.16. Romans 16 

3.  Conclusions 

1. Introduction to Romans 

“Sent from: Paul, at Corinth 

Sent to: ‘All…in Rome…called to be saints.’ 

Date: Probably early in A.D. 58. 

Purpose: To prepare Roman members for his intended visit and to refute false teachings of the 
Judaizers [Jews who required circumcision of Gentile converts as taught by law of 
Moses].”1 

Topics: Paul comments on a variety of gospel subjects presupposing an extensive gospel 
knowledge on the part of the reader. The five areas we will address are: (1) The 
doctrine of justification; (2) Faith and works; (3) Rebirth; (4) Becoming a joint-heir 
with Christ; and, (5) Living as becomes saints [members]. 

 
Paul is writing his letter to converts of Judaism as well as to Gentiles. 
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Joseph Fielding Smith states, 
 
“Paul was dealing with the class of people [Jews] who believed that a man could not be saved unless he 
subscribed to the law of Moses, that a man was under the necessity more or less of saving himself [by 
obedience to a set of prescribed laws], and who denied the full power of the atonement of Jesus Christ.”2 
 
Bruce R. McConkie adds, 
 
“On the other hand… [Paul was] preaching to pagans—Romans, Greeks, those in every nation—who knew 
nothing whatever about the Messianic word, or of the need for a Redeemer, or of the working out of an infinite 
and eternal atonement. They worship idols, the forces of nature, the heavenly bodies, or whatever suits their 
fancy. As with the Jews, they assume that this or that sacrifice or appeasing acts will please the Deity of their 
choice and some vague and unspecified blessings will result. 
 
“Can either the Jews or the pagans be left to assume that the works they do will save them? Or must they 
forget their little groveling acts of petty worship, gain faith in Christ, and rely on the cleansing power of his 
blood for salvation? 
 
“They must be taught faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and to forsake their traditions and performances. Surely we 
must tell them they cannot be saved by the works they are doing, for man cannot save himself. Instead they 
must turn to Christ and rely on his merits and mercy and grace.”3 
 
2. Book of Romans 

2.1. Romans 1 

Romans 1:1, 3-5 
 

1 Paul a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 
 
3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, … 
4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead: 
5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, 
for his name. 
 

Paul begins his letter by introducing himself as a servant of Jesus Christ. He has been called to be an Apostle, 
or one of the twelve called to be a special witness of Jesus Christ to all the earth. 
 
Romans 1:15-16 
 

15 …I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome… 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greeks. 

 
Since the day of Paul’s conversion, he has been an ardent defender of Jesus Christ. He has spent his days 
preaching, to those who would listen, the blessings that can come into an individual’s life through the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. 
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Thomas S. Monson quotes Delbert L. Stapley who states, 
 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation” (Romans 1:16), [then 
he added] ‘If we are not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, then we should not be ashamed to live it. And if we 
are not ashamed to live it, then we should not be ashamed to share it.”4 
 
In the words of Paul, if we truly believe something, then we should be willing to share our belief with others. 
Sharing the truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ should be easy for those who know of its truth. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“What, then, is the gospel that is dispersed from heaven to men? It is the great and eternal plan of salvation. It 
is the way and the means provided by the Father whereby his spirit children—Christ included—can advance 
and progress and become like him. And because it is the power of God that saves men, it includes both what 
the Lord does for us and what we must do for ourselves to be saved. On his part it is the atonement; on our part 
it is obedience to all that is given us of God.”5 
 
Salvation is a joint-partnership between us and God. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to pay the price of justice 
required in order to free man from the bounds of the temporal death. He marked the path for us to follow in 
order to receive His grace, thereby, overcoming the penalty imposed by the spiritual death. 
 
Romans 1:21-22 
 

21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but 
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 

 
Many in Rome had become worshippers of the forces of nature, heavenly bodies, even their own bodies, not 
being able to recognize that these were but creations of his power, not God himself. Some were even so vain 
they worshipped idols made from their own hands. 
 
Romans 1:25-27 
 

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than 
the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 
26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the 
natural use into that which is against nature: 
27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the women, burned in their lust one 
toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that 
recompence of their error which was meet. 
 

There were those in Rome who have been faithful [“your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world” 
(Romans 1:8)]. Unfortunately, there were others who been impacted by the world in which they lived and had 
“changed the truth of God into a lie and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator” (Romans 
1:25). Lesbianism and Homosexuality were among their more serious sins. 
 
The Editor of the Improvement Era [1917] reminds us, 
 
“The grandeur of ancient Greece, the majesty of Rome, once the proud rulers of the world, have disappeared; 
and the verdict of history specifies the prevalence of sexual immorality as among the chief of the destructive 
agencies by which the fall of those mighty peoples was effected.”6  
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But this was not all. Paul adds to his list a number of other sins for which those in Rome had been guilty. (See 
Romans 1:29-31): 
 

1. Some had become “filled with all unrighteousness” (Romans 1:29) to the point that “even knowing the 
judgment of God…not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them” (Romans 1:32). 

2. Those who know the truth, but now had turned from it. 

3. Those who had reverted to past sins and knowingly sought joy from them. 
 
As is often the case, there were those who were faithful to their covenants, living among those who had broken 
their covenants and were now participating in the wickedness of the world. 
 
2.2. Romans 2 

Romans 2:2, 4-6, 11 
 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit 
such things [serious sins]. 
 
4 …not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 
5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day 
of wrath and revelation on the righteous judgment of God; 
6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 
 
11 For there is no respect of persons with God. 

 
All who have lived upon the earth will one day give an accounting of their life, including their thoughts and 
intentions of their hearts, on the day of Judgment. For the repentant and obedient, the judgment will be a day 
of celebration. For the unrepentant and those who choose wickedness, it will be a day of great sorrow and pain. 
 
Romans 2:13 
 

13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. 
 
Howard W. Hunter states, 
 
“[Referring to Romans 2:13, he said,] In other words, it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous but the 
doers of the law. Paul’s remarks are aimed at those who live under the guise of the mistaken notion that an 
honorary membership in an inherited religious tradition will constitute them believers entitled to blessings. 
They pay only lip service but are not doers of the law.”7 
 
In the eyes of Paul, it required more than just hearing the truths to become justified before God. It required 
action on the part of the listener in order to please God. 
 
Romans 2:23-24, 29 
 

23 Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God? 
24 For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written. 
 
29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and 
not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 
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Gerald N. Lund states, 
 
“…it was not circumcision itself but what it stood for that gave it its greatest significance. In many places the 
Lord speaks of the true circumcision as being that of the heart or, in other words, loving God and being 
obedient to the Spirit. The ‘uncircumcised of heart’ are the wicked, proud and rebellious (see Deut. 10:16; 
30:6; Jer. 4:4; Ezek. 44:7; Acts 7:51; Rom. 2:25-29; Col. 2:11). Though a person may have the token of 
circumcision in the flesh, unless he is righteous the covenant is invalidated and the circumcision become 
profitless. Thus, circumcision was only a sign or token of what needed to happen to the inward man. If the 
inward change had not taken place, then circumcision was virtually meaningless. Following the atonement of 
Christ, the token of circumcision was no longer required of God’s covenant people since it was replaced by 
baptism, the symbol of Christ’s own death and resurrection (see Jer. 9:25-26; Acts 15:22-29; 1 Cor. 7:19; Gal. 
5:1-6; 6:12-15; Phil. 3:3-4).”8 
 
Paul notes that there are two areas where circumcision becomes meaningless. First, if an inward change has 
not taken place in the individual and second, in Paul’s message to the Jews, following the atonement of Christ, 
the token of circumcision was no longer a requirement of Gods covenant people since it was replaced by the 
ordinance of baptism. 
 
2.3. Romans 3 

Bryan Richards states, 
 
“Paul was faced with a dilemma. The Jewish segment of the Roman church was teaching that righteousness 
came by living the Law of Moses. For them, the power of the atonement was a new concept. They did not 
understand how much they needed the saving grace of Jesus Christ. They mistakenly thought they could get to 
heaven on their own merits if they just kept the law. Furthermore, they were critical of Gentile members who 
did not keep all the rabbinical rules of the Mosaic Law. 
 
“What does Paul do to counter the false doctrine? He teaches them the necessity of faith, grace and God’s 
mercy. He explains why the atonement is necessary and how it works. Those who misinterpret Paul’s writings 
seem to forget his purpose in writing. On the faith and works spectrum, the Jews were so far off the deep end 
that they needed to be brought back into the middle. Ironically, Christianity has used the doctrine of this 
chapter to go off the deep end the other way—teaching that faith is the only requirement for salvation.”9 
 
Stephen E. Robinson states, 
 
“Since the scriptures—not just the Bible but all the scriptures—discuss the importance of both grace and 
works, we are not at liberty to choose sides or to throw out one in the favor of the other. Any theological view 
that slights the vital role of either grace or works is defective. Luther was wrong to ignore James. Latter-day 
Saints are wrong to shy away from Paul. Both James and Paul wrote the word of God. Both the Epistle of 
James and the Epistle of the Romans are scripture. Unfortunately, some LDS missionaries when confronted 
with Paul’s ‘By grace are ye saved’ (Ephesians 2:8) or ‘A man is justified by faith without the deeds of the 
law’ (Romans 3:28) have counterattacked with James’ ‘Faith without works is dead’ (James 2:26) as though 
Paul was wrong or as though James somehow cancels out Paul. But Paul was an apostle of the Lord, and his 
letters are just as much the word of God as the letter from James (see the eighth Article of Faith). We cannot 
choose sides between grace and works—both must be right!”10 
 
It is important as we proceed to understand the writings of Paul to the Romans, to keep in mind who Paul was 
addressing. It was the common belief among the members that good works and obedience to the law were all 
that was necessary for an individual to gain salvation. They did not understand the need for the Savior and that 
it was only through His atonement they could enter heaven. Man could not save himself. 
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Romans 3:9-10 
 

9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 
10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

 
In these verses, Paul clarifies no one could gain salvation by their own merits. In spite of our best efforts, we 
have all sinned. Due to our own unworthiness, we are helpless to save ourselves. 
 
Romans 3:23-24 
 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 
24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  
  

Because we have all sinned, and, therefore, cannot save ourselves, we are then dependent upon another to open 
the doors of heaven for us. The qualifications of the doorkeeper include one who is without sin Himself and 
who is willing to pay for our sins. He must also be willing to stand as our mediator before the bar of justice. 
 
Romans 3:28 
 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 
 

Gerald N. Lund states, 
 
“…remember that Paul said we are justified though and by faith (see Gal. 2:16; Rom. 3:28), which is the first 
principle of the gospel. In other words, faith is the principle that activates the power of the Atonement in our 
lives, and we are put back into a proper relationship with God (justification) as faith activates that power. 
There are marvelous implications in this concept, and perhaps another analogy can help us see more clearly the 
role of faith and works play in achieving salvation. 
 
“We are like a powerhouse on a mighty river. The powerhouse has not power residing in itself; the potential 
power rests in the energy of the river. When that source of power flows through the generators of the power 
plant, power is transferred from the river to the power plant and sent out into the homes (lives) of others. So it 
is with faith. The power to achieve justification does not reside in man. Man requires the power of the 
atonement of Christ flowing into him. If no power is generated, one does not—indeed, cannot—turn the 
generators by hand (justification by works); but rather, an effort is made to remove those things which have 
blocked the power from flowing into the generators (working righteousness as a result of faith). With this 
background then, one can understand why the scriptures clearly stress that faith includes works (see James 
2:17-26); that is, obedience, commitment, and repentance—these are the works of faith that open up the 
channels so that the power of the atoning sacrifice of Christ can flow into us, redeem us from sin, and bring us 
back into the presence of God. Disobedience and wickedness dam those channels (How literal is the word 
damnation!) The righteous works in themselves do not save us. The atoning power of God saves us. But our 
righteous works, activated by our faith in the Savior, are the conditions for the operation of that power. Thus, 
each of us has something to say about whether he will be able to seek the gift and power of the Atonement in 
his behalf.”11  
 
It takes faith in order to activate the power of the Savior in our lives, but without the power of the atonement 
of Jesus Christ, our faith would not be sufficient. It also requires good works on our part in order to keep the 
power of Jesus Christ flowing into our lives without obstruction. However, in the final analysis without the 
atonement of Christ, our faith and our good works would not be sufficient to save us. 
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2.4. Romans 4 

Romans 4:5 
 

5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness. 
 

Robert L. Millet states, 
 
“Paul is not saying that only those who do not work are the ones who receive eternal life, but rather that they 
who receive eternal life are those who labor but, knowing their own fallibility and limitations, never trust in 
their own works. Paul taught what James taught—that true faith is always manifest in righteous works (see 
James 2), and that one who relies wholly on the merits of Christ, who has faith in him, will evidence that faith 
through nobler actions and Christian conduct. To argue that we are saved by our works is to argue that Christ’s 
atoning mission was unnecessary. ‘I do not frustrate the grace of God,’ Paul wrote; ‘for if righteousness come 
by the law, then Christ is dead in vain’ (Galatians 2:21).”12 
 
Faith is the first principle of revealed religion (see Lectures of Faith, 1:1). It precedes obedience. When we 
have faith in Jesus Christ and in his Atonement, we will then manifest our faith by our actions. Our righteous 
works do not precede our faith, they follow our faith. 
 
Romans 4:13 
 

13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, 
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 
 

Bryan Richards states, 
 
“Paul is faced with an entrenched religious tradition among the Jewish members of the church. They were 
guilty of some degree of the self-righteousness of their fathers. They were self-righteous on three points: 1) 
They were circumcised and thought the Gentile members should be as well, 2) They believed that 
righteousness came by the law of Moses and expected Gentile members to conform to their religious tradition, 
and 3) They believed they were chosen by lineage, saying within themselves, ‘We have Abraham to our 
father’ (Matt. 3:9). 
 
“To dispel these false notions, Paul used Abraham as an example. His choice was brilliant on all three points! 
According to Jewish notions, Abraham is the most righteous man to have ever lived. Yet, Paul demonstrated 
that Abraham himself could not claim righteousness based on circumcision, the law of Moses, or genealogy. 
When Abraham gained God’s favor, he was uncircumcised; he lived centuries before the law of Moses; and 
his father, Terah, was a wicked and idolatrous man. 
 
“Hence, the Gentiles in the church should not be forced to conform to Jewish notions. They could achieve 
righteousness as Abraham did, ‘though they be not circumcised’ (v.11). They needed neither circumcision, the 
law of Moses, nor direct descent through Abraham to be recipients of the promise, for they were ‘of the faith 
of Abraham’ (v.16).”13 
 
If it was not by circumcision, the Law of Moses or direct descent through Abraham, how then did an 
individual gain salvation? Paul gives his answer. 
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Romans 4:16 
 

16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by 
grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all 
the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but 
to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who 
is the father of us all, 

JST, Romans 4:16 
 

16 Therefore ye are justified of faith and works, 
through grace, to the end the promise might be 
sure to all the seed; not to them only who are of 
the law, but to them also who are of the faith of 
Abraham; who is the father of us all, 

 
The additions provided in the Joseph Smith Translation teach us that faith and works are necessary 
components in our achieving Christ’s grace. As noted previously, it is faith that leads us to manifest works of 
righteousness in our lives. 
 
Romans 4:18, 20 
 

18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he [Abraham] might become the father of many 
nations, according to that which was spoken [by the Lord], So shall thy seed be. 
 
20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory 
to God; 

 
Neal A. Maxwell states, 
 
“In the trying and very defining Isaac episode, faithful Abraham ‘staggered not…through unbelief (Rom. 
4:20). Of that episode John Taylor observed that ‘nothing but the spirit of revelation could have given him this 
confidence, and…sustained him under these peculiar circumstances’ (Journal of Discourses, 14:361). Will we 
too trust the Lord amid a perplexing trial for which we have no easy explanation? Do we understand—really 
comprehend—that Jesus knows and understands when we are stressed and perplexed? The complete 
consecration which effected the Atonement ensured Jesus perfect empathy; He felt our very pains and 
afflictions before we did and knows how to succor us (see Alma 7:11-12; 2 Ne. 9:21).”14   
 
Abraham’s faith gave him the strength and hope in God that is spite of the enormity of the task before him, 
taking the life of his only son, God would provide a way the promise of his being the father of many nations 
would be fulfilled. With faith in God, he did not falter. He acted. 
 
2.5. Romans 5 

Romans 5:3-5 
 

3 …we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 
4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 
5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

 
Richard Lloyd Anderson states, 
 
“Paul says that determined faith subjected to such trials will bring about ‘patience’…And this endurance of 
faith bring ‘experience,’ a word (dokime) that literally means a ‘tested condition.’ It is rendered ‘tested virtue’ 
(New American Bible) but more frequently ‘character’ (Revised Standard Version, New International Version, 
New King James Bible). Thus, the final reward of tested faith is a character worthy of sure hope in ‘the love of 
God’… 
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“Thus, Romans establishes a progression for the full favor or God; first grace and justification through faith, 
followed by trials, followed by endurance, followed by a tested character. It is fiction to say that people go 
through such processes without using their total resolve, resources, and powers of decision. As real 
Gethsemanes come, only prayer and inspiration from God will bring the victory. Only gratitude to the atoning 
Lord can give meaning to the constant struggle.”15  
 
Romans 5:8, 10-11 
 

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 
11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
now received the atonement. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Nothing in the entire plan of salvation compares in any way in importance with that most transcendent of all 
events, the atoning sacrifice of our Lord. It is the most important single thing that has ever occurred in the 
entire history of created things; it us the rock foundation upon which the gospel and all other things rest. 
Indeed, all ‘things which pertain to our religion are only appendages to it,’ the Prophet [Joseph Smith] said. 
(Teachings, 121). 
 
“The doctrine of the atonement embraces, sustains, supports, and gives life and force to all other gospel 
doctrines. It is the foundation upon which all truth rests, and all things grow out of it and come because of it. 
Indeed the atonement is the gospel…”16 
 
Hugh Nibley states, 
 
“The word atonement is only found once in the New Testament [Romans 5:11]. It is found a number of times 
in the Old Testament, but only once in the New Testament…used instead [is] reconciliation [which] means ‘to 
return and sit down beside somebody again’…We are returning to his presence. That’s what reconciliation is, 
which is the equivalent of atonement.”17  
 
Romans 5:12, 14, 18 
 

12 Wherefore, as by one man [Adam] sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 
 
14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 
 
18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by 
the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 

 
Richard Lloyd Anderson states, 
 
“One is justified when his sins are cancelled through Christ’s atonement.”18 
 
 
 



 

 Page 10 

James E. Talmage states, 
 
“As the penalty incident to the fall came upon the race through an individual act, it would be manifestly unjust, 
and therefore impossible as part of the divine purpose, to make all men suffer the results thereof without 
provision for deliverance. Moreover, since by the transgression of one man sin came into the world and death 
was entailed upon all, it is consistent with reason that the atonement thus made necessary should be wrought 
by one…The atonement to be wrought by Jesus Christ was ordained to overcome death and to provide a means 
of ransom from the power of Satan.”19 
 
Here Paul teaches why we need a Savior? Through the fall of Adam, the penalty for his sin was death. This 
penalty came upon all of mankind. It is known as the physical death. The payment for this death was paid in 
full through the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. It is a free gift to all. There was a second death, the 
separation of man from God, that also came because of Adam’s transgression. Through his atonement, Jesus 
Christ provided the means whereby man may be reconciled with God, but that return, unlike the temporal 
death, is conditional upon our accepting Jesus Christ as our Savior and Redeemer and becoming like Him in 
word and deed. 
 
2.6. Romans 6 

Romans 6:1-2 
 

1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 
 

Stephen E. Robinson states, 
 
“As hard as it was for Judaizers to accept the end of the Law of Moses, there were those in the ancient Church 
who went to the other extreme. These people have been called ‘antinomians,’ and they believed that the end of 
the Law gave them license to do as they pleased as long as they professed a belief in Christ. [Grace gone 
awry?]. Some went so far as to claim that Christians, who were no longer bound by the Law of Moses, were 
even under an obligation to behave contrary to the commands of the Law. (See Rom. 6:15). Particularly among 
the gentile churches, a misunderstanding of Paul’s teachings about the end of the Law of Moses caused some 
to believe that for Christians all laws and rules had been abolished.”20 
 
Joseph Fielding Smith adds, 
 
“… [an investigator of the Church] must forsake all of his sins. Does that mean merely until he gets into the 
Church, and then he may return to them again? I call your attention to the words of Paul, speaking himself in 
regard to baptism and membership, and rather rebuking some of the members of the Church when he said: 
‘How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 
 
“Every baptized person who has fully repented, who comes into the Church with a broken heart and a contrite 
spirit, has made a covenant to continue with that broken heart, with that contrite spirit, which means a 
repentant spirit. He makes a covenant [with God] that he will do that. 
 
“Then again we read here, in this admonition and commandment, that he is to endure to the end.”21 
 
Paul understood those who believed that “for Christians all laws and rules had been abolished” had not 
understood the doctrine of Jesus Christ. Just as one can take the doctrine of works to the extreme, it is also 
possible to take the doctrine of grace to the extreme. 
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Romans 6:3-5 
 

3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized in his death? 
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness 
of his resurrection. 

 
Rudger Clawson states, 
 
“Oh! how simple is this ordinance, to some perhaps even foolishness, that a man or woman, by going down 
into the water and being immersed can have his or her sins washed away…By study and reflection, we can see 
the beauty of the ordinance. We can see that it is typical of death and the resurrection, and that as man goes out 
of the grave to a newness of life, to immortality and eternal life, so he goes into the water of baptism, is buried 
therein, and comes forth again to a newness of life upon the earth. Being relieved of his sins, he is a new 
creature, with a new heart, with new prospects, and with bright and glorious hopes before him.”22 
 
Through baptism, the man of sin is buried and dies. He arises from his burial, cleansed from sin and reborn to 
a new life. Our baptism is symbolic also of Christ’s death and burial and His glorious resurrection to immortal 
life. 
 
Romans 6:15-16 
 

15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 
16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom 
ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

 
Paul reminds each of us that whomever we chose to serve, we will also obey. We have two choices: 1) We 
may follow Satan who tells us that sin is without consequences, when in fact our own life experiences tell us 
differently or, 2) We may choose to follow Jesus Christ and learn that true happiness comes only to those who 
forsake sin and are obedient. In this area, we also have some life experiences. The final choice is ours which 
servant we will obey. 
 
Romans 6:22-23 
 

22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Elaine L. Jack states, 
 
“There are some who are not satisfied with the peace that comes from the Lord. Seeking gratification in 
unholy places, they hang out—usually on a limb—and play into the hands of Satan and his evil designs. ‘Stand 
ye in holy places,’ we are told, for ‘the wage of sin is death’ (Rom. 6:23), and the road back from sin is a long 
one (see D&C 87:8).”23 
 
There is no comparison between the pain that comes from committing sin and the joy that comes from keeping 
the commandments. One, who has known the pain that comes from transgression, becomes even more resolute 
in their desire to be obedient. We learn from our own experience that keeping the commandments always 
results in freedom from pain and sorrow and increased joy and happiness. The peace that comes from the Holy 
Ghost and the promise of eternal life serve to strengthen our resolve. 
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2.7. Romans 7 

Robert L. Millet states, 
 
“Chapter Seven of Romans might will be labeled ‘Paul: Before and After.’ It might also be classified as an 
explanation of how the power of Christ can change men’s lives. In the King James Version, Paul sounds very 
much like a helpless and depraved individual who has little power to choose good and live according to the 
things of God…Gross misunderstanding is frequently the result of reading Romans 7 without the invaluable 
assistance of the Joseph Smith Translation.”24 
 
In keeping with Robert L. Millets insight, we will contrast those scriptures in Romans 7 with corresponding 
scriptures from the Joseph Smith Translation. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“[The law of Moses was] a lesser law, a law of carnal commandments…a schoolmaster [designed] to bring 
them to Christ and the fullness of his gospel. 
 
“It was the law of carnal commandments (D&C 84:27; Heb. 7:16) because it was given to teach those 
belonging to the chosen race to bridle their passions, to overcome the lusts of the flesh, to triumph over carnal 
things, and to advance to the place where the Spirit of the Lord could have full flow in their hearts.”25 
 
Abinadi, a prophet in ancient America, taught the limits of the law of Moses. 
 
B/M, Mosiah 13:27-28 
 

27 And now ye have said that salvation cometh by the law of Moses. I say unto you that it is 
expedient that ye should keep the law of Moses as yet; but I say unto you, that the time shall 
come when it shall no more be expedient to keep the law of Moses. 
28 And moreover, I say unto you, that salvation doth not come by the law alone; and were it not 
for the atonement, which God himself shall make for the sins and iniquities of his people, that 
they must unavoidably perish, notwithstanding the law of Moses. 

 
Paul had previously lived his life as a Pharisee, a sect in Israel that were the strictest adherents of the law. 
Because of his own personal experience, he recognized that the law alone had not brought him to Jesus Christ. 
In contrast, it was through the power of the atonement that he had been given hope and strength to obtain a 
new life. 
 
Bryan Richards states, 
  
“Romans 7:9-24 is a brilliant description of where [Paul] would be without the atoning sacrifice of the Savior. 
Herein, Paul is not speaking as an apostle, he is not speaking as one who enjoys the daily companionship of 
the Holy Ghost; he is not speaking as one who has been justified and sanctified by Christ. He is speaking as 
the natural man. In this chapter, Paul uses the terms ‘me’, ‘myself’ or ‘I’ forty-two times. He does this because 
he is trying to explain where he would be without the atonement. Without Christ, Saul of Tarsus is spiritually 
dead. Without Christ, Saul of Tarsus is ‘carnal, sold under sin.’ Without Christ, Saul is truly a ‘wretched man’ 
(v.24). 
 
“The Romans who trusted in the Law of Moses failed to understand how much they needed the redeeming 
power of the Savior. They didn’t understand that without Christ, the law brings death not life.”26 
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When the verses in Romans 7 are contrasted with the Joseph Smith Translation, it appears that Paul did 
understand the difference the power of the atonement had made in his life. 
 

Romans 7:14-20, 24-25 
 
14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am 
carnal, sold under sin. 
 
 
15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I 
would, that do I not;  
 
 
 
but what I hate, that do I. 
 
16 If then I do that which I would not,  
I consent unto the law that it is good. 
 
 
17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me. 
 
18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) 
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with 
me; but how to perform that which is good I find 
not. 
 
19 For the good that I would do not: but the evil 
which I would not, that I do. 
 
 
20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I 
that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death? 
 
25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So 
then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; 
but with the flesh the law of sin. 

JST, Romans 7:14-20, 26-27 
 
14 For we know that the commandment is 
spiritual; but when I was under the law, I was yet 
carnal, sold under sin. 
 
15 But now I am spiritual; for that which I am 
commanded to do, I do; and that which I am 
commanded not to allow, I allow not. 
 
16 For what I know is not right, I would not do; 
for that which is sin, I hate. 
 
17 If then I do not that which I would now allow,  
I consent unto the law, that it is good; and I am 
not condemned. 
 
18 Now then, is no more I that do sin; but I seek 
to subdue that sin which dwelleth in me. 
 
19 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, 
dwelleth no good thing; for to will is present with 
me, but to perform that which is good I find not, 
only in Christ. 
 
20 For the good that I would have done when 
under the law, I find not to be good, therefore, I 
do it not. 
 
26 And if I subdue not the sin which is in me, but 
with the flesh serve the law of sin; O wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death? 
 
27 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
then, that so with the mind I myself serve the law 
of God.  

 
Paul, we learn through the Joseph Smith Translation, has a clear understanding of his weaknesses and the 
power that had been given him through the atonement of Jesus Christ to overcome his sins. It is “as if” the 
verses in the King James Version represent Saul of Tarsus who sought to do right, but lacked the power to do 
so. Whereas the Joseph Smith Translation represent Paul, who having received the power of the atonement of 
Jesus Christ, is now able to overcome his sins. 
 
Paul’s message to the Romans is only though the power of the atonement can they rise above the instincts of 
the natural man and be made clean again. This is true for each of us. 
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2.8. Romans 8 

Romans 8:1-2 
 

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the spirit. 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death. 

 
Bryan Richards states, 
 
“Paul tells us that those who walk after the Spirit are under no condemnation. But often, we don’t really 
believe him. So frequently we see members who try their best yet are overcome with feelings of guilt and 
inadequacy. How is this possible when they are under no condemnation? Paul is whispering in one ear, ‘you’re 
free from the power of sin by the Savior’s atonement.’ Satan is whispering in the other ear, ‘you’re not good 
enough; Sister So-and-so is more spiritual than you; you missed your visiting teaching again. 
 
“It would seem that many—too many—listen to Satan’s alluring siren rather than Paul’s liberating declaration 
of truth—that living by the Spirit makes one ‘free from the law of sin and death.’ That should also mean that 
we are free from feelings of inadequacy, guilt, and self-deprecation.”27 
 
Romans 8:5-8 
 

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the 
Spirit the things of the Spirit. 
6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peach. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. 
8 So then they that are in [JST, Romans 8: after] the flesh cannot please God. 

 
We cannot give our allegiance to Satan by following his will and also expect to gain favor with Jesus Christ. 
The Savior himself taught that “No man can serve two masters;” (Matthew 6:24), especially when they have 
contradictory agendas. Satan ultimate goal is our misery, not our happiness. 
 
B/M, 2 Nephi 2:18 
 

18 And because he [the devil] had fallen from heaven, and had become miserable forever, he 
sought also the misery of all mankind… 

 
The goal of Jesus Christ is our eternal happiness. 
 
B/M, Mosiah 2:41 
 

41 And moreover, I would desire that ye should consider on the blessed and happy state of those 
that keep the commandments of God...and if they hold out faithful to the end they are received 
into heaven, that thereby they may dwell with God in a state of never-ending happiness… 

 
The prophet Alma speaking to his son, Corianton, reminds each of us of an eternal truth. 
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B/M, Alma 41:10 
 

10 Do not suppose, because it has been spoken concerning restoration, that ye shall be restored 
from sin to happiness. Behold, I say unto you, wickedness never was happiness. 

 
Romans 8:11 
 

11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
 

The promise of the atonement is that all will be resurrected and live again. The additional promise is if we will 
accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and seek to mold our lives to be like His, we will have the additional blessing 
of living with the Father and the Son eternally. It is this promise that can motivate each of us to turn away 
from the temptations of Satan and the misery he offers, to Jesus Christ and the eternal blessings He has 
prepared for us. 
 
Romans 8:18 
 

18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us [Greek: to us]. 

 
It is the promise of glory that helped Paul to endure the adversity and suffering that he experienced in his life. 
This promise can also give us strength as we too face our challenges. 
 
Romans 8:35, 38-39 
 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulations, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
The wonderful promise the Lord Jesus Christ makes to each of us is He will never forsake us. We may turn 
from Him, but He will never turn from us. We recall the promise spoken by the pre-mortal Christ to Isaiah 
before He had performed His sacrifice in mortality. 
 
Isaiah 49:14-16 
 

14 But Zion said, The LORD hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. 
15 Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 
16 Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me. 
 

His promise is sure. While we may be called upon to demonstrate our valiance under the light of the refiner’s 
fire, we may be confident in knowing that Jesus Christ will never forsake us. He understands the pain we are 
experiencing. He took upon Himself all our sins and pain and suffering in the garden and on the cross so He 
may know how to succor [help] us. (see Hebrews 2:8; D&C 62:1). 
 
 



 

 Page 16 

Romans 8:29-30 
 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. 
 
30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he 
also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also 
glorified. 

JST, Romans 8:29-30 
 

29 For him who he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to his own image, 
that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. 
 
30 Moreover, him whom he did predestinate, him 
he also called; and him whom he called, him he 
also sanctified; and him whom he sanctified, him 
he also glorified. 

 
Paul’s use of the word “predestination,” has been a concern to many students of the New Testament. Some 
have concluded that individual salvation is pre-determined by God, [John Calvin] regardless of how the 
individual lives their life. The Joseph Smith Translation clarifies that Paul has reference to Christ as God’s 
Son, but it is important to understand that even Christ retained his freedom to act, just as do each of us. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“It is true that the words predestinate and predestinated are found in the King James translation of some of 
Paul’s writings (Rom. 8:29-30; Eph. 1:5, 11), but Biblical revisions use the word foreordain and foreordained, 
which more accurately convey Paul’s views. However, even as the King James Version renders the passages, 
there is no intimation of any compulsion or denial of free agency, for one of the dictionary definitions of 
foreordination is predestination, meaning the prior appoint (in pre-existence) of particular persons to perform 
designated labors or gain particular rewards.”28 
 
Harold B. Lee added, 
 
“God may have called and chosen [foreordained; predestinated] men in the spirit world or in their first estate to 
do a certain work, but whether they accept that calling here and magnify it by faithful service and good works 
while in mortality is a matter in which it is their right and privilege to exercise their free agency to choose 
good or evil.”29  
 
2.9. Romans 9 
 
Joseph Smith states, 
 
“The whole of the chapter [Rom. 9] had reference to the Priesthood and the house of Israel; and unconditional 
election of individuals to eternal life was not taught by the Apostles. God did elect or predestinate, that all 
those who would be saved, should be saved in Christ Jesus, and through obedience to the Gospel; but He 
passes over no man’s sins, but visits them with correction, and if His children will not repent of their sins He 
will discard them.”30  
 
Byran Richards adds, 
 
“Taken out of context, this chapter has confused many students; it has supported the false doctrine of 
predestination. It is crucial to understand that Paul is speaking to the Jews who claimed salvation through 
Abraham and the Law of Moses rather than through Christ. (Rom. 9).”31  
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When John the Baptist came to prepare the way for the Christ, he stressed the importance of Israel’s 
repentance. He taught them, “Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within 
yourselves, We have Abraham to our fathers: for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up 
children unto Abraham.” (Luke 3:80). 
 
There were many in Israel who believed salvation came because they had been chosen of God to be His 
covenant people. It was their belief no other action on their part was required. John’s call to them to “Bring 
forth fruits worthy of repentance,” was foreign to their belief. While Israel had been foreordained to be God’s 
covenant people, as a result of His foreknowledge of their potential for obedience, their salvation required their 
being worthy to receive special blessings by making and keeping sacred covenants. It began with their 
acceptance of His Son, Jesus Christ, as their Promised Messiah. 
 
Romans 9:4-5 
 

4 Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; 
5 Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God 
blessed for ever. Amen. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Israel the chosen seed; Israel the Lord's people; Israel the only nation since Abraham that had worshipped 
Jehovah; Israel the children of the prophets; Israel who had been cursed and scattered for her sins; Israel in 
whose veins believing blood flows—the Israel of God shall be gathered, and fed, and nurtured, and saved, in 
the last days! Let there be no misunderstanding about this; salvation is of the Jews, and if there are believing 
Gentiles, they will be adopted into the believing family and inherit with the chosen seed…But sadly: ‘They are 
not all Israel, which are of Israel’ (Rom. 9:6), and only those who turn to their God and accept him as the 
Promised Messiah shall inherit with the chosen seed either in time or in eternity.”32 
 
Romans 9:6 
 

6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of 
Israel: 

 
Robert J. Matthews states, 
 
“By this Paul meant that some who are of Israel by lineage are not living up to their spiritual privileges and 
therefore will not receive the blessings that could have been theirs as sons and daughters of Abraham and of 
the family of Jacob, even though they are of that blood lineage.”33  
Joseph Fielding Smith adds, 
 
“The terms seed, heirs, sons, and daughters, have a much deeper and greater meaning as used in the scriptures 
in reference to the becoming sons and daughters of Abraham, than to be literal descendants in the flesh. In the 
scriptural meaning there will be thousands of the literal descendants of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, 
who will never be called by Abraham's name or be of the house of Israel. This will be because they have 
rebelled against the truth and have not placed themselves in harmony with the covenants which are required in 
order that they may inherit as sons and daughters. In other words, to become a son or a daughter of Abraham, 
the individual must ‘do the works of Abraham.’ The Lord recognized the fact that the Jews were descendants 
of Abraham, but they could not be classed as the children of Abraham. 
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“We must remember that there are some blessings which come to us through faithful membership in the 
Church. Those who are obedient, and who keep the covenants which the Lord requires of those who obtain 
exaltation, are to be throughout all eternity, the children of Abraham, while those who rebel against the truth 
will be cut off, just as were the Jews in the days of our Savior.”34 
 
Romans 9:11 
 

11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of 
God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“This election to a chosen lineage is based on pre-existent worthiness and is thus made 'according to the 
foreknowledge of God.' (1 Pet. 1:2.) Those so grouped together during their mortal probation have more 
abundant opportunities to make and keep the covenants of salvation, a right which they earned by pre-existent 
devotion to the cause of righteousness. As part of this election, Abraham and others of the noble and great 
spirits were chosen before they were born for the particular missions assigned them in this life (Pearl of Great 
Price, Abraham 3:22-24; Rom. 9.).”35 
 
Romans 9:19 
 

19 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 
 
Bryan Richards states, 
 
“Verse 19 is very important in dispelling the false doctrine of predestination. In it, Paul anticipates that his 
opponents will misunderstand his doctrine. He predicts that they will conclude that all of their actions were 
predetermined by God. He expects the following rebuttal from his audience, “By your teachings, whatever a 
man does is not his fault but the predestined will of God.” These are the very same false conclusions that 
Calvinism made of Paul’s teachings. Does Paul agree with them? Does he agree with Calvin’s predestination? 
‘Nay…O man, who art thou that repliest against God?’ 
  
“Foreknowledge and foreordination do not equal predestination. The difference is crucial, and Paul knew it.”36 
 
Romans 9:30-31 
 

30 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have 
attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. 
31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of 
righteousness. 

 
Robert; L. Millet states, 
 
“Chapters 9 through 11 of Romans provide a penetrating treatment of the subject, Who is Israel? Paul 
emphatically declared that despite the Jews' claims to preferred status because of lineal descent from Abraham, 
the true Israelite is the one who receives, by faith, Israel's promised Messiah. Circumcision or uncircumcision 
is an irrelevant matter; Jew or Gentile status is immaterial. What matters is whether the people of the first 
century A.D. (and all persons thereafter) turned their attention and affections toward Jesus of Nazareth, the 
God of ancient Israel and the Mediator of God's new covenant with mankind.”37 
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B/M, 2 Nephi 30:2 
 

2 For behold, I say unto you that as many of the Gentiles as will repent are the covenant people 
of the Lord; and as many of the Jews as will not repent shall be cast off; for the Lord 
covenanteth with none save it be with them that repent and believe in his Son, who is the Holy 
One of Israel. 

 
Romans 9:32 
 

32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For 
they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 

 
Neal A. Maxwell states, 
 
“Paul observed the difficulties he had in preaching Christ crucified: ‘But we preach Christ crucified, unto the 
Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness’ (1 Corinthians 1:23)…Perhaps, as Paul said, ‘because 
they sought it not by faith,’ Jesus was an obstacle over which many then could not climb. It is little different in 
our secular age.”38 
 
2.10. Romans 10 

Romans 10:3-4 
 

3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 
4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 

 
Byran Richards states, 
 
“Jesus Christ is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end (Rev. 1:8). With respect to the Law of 
Moses, He is the beginning of the law and ‘the end of the law’. As Jehovah, he delivered the law to Moses on 
Sinai. As Jesus of Nazareth, he fulfilled the law by offering himself as the ultimate sacrificial Lamb.”39 
 
Robert L. Millet adds, 
 
“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth’ (Rom. 10:4); that is to say, 
Christ is the grand end to all of the law's myriad means, the fulfillment of the law's messianic ordinances and 
prophecies, and the real religion behind and beyond centuries of ritual.”40 
 
Romans 10:10 
 

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation. 
 

Byran Richards states,  
 
“Faith precedes the miracle; faith precedes righteousness; and faith precedes good works. Paul is teaching that 
righteousness follows true belief as a natural consequence. The sequence is important and can’t be switched. 
Consider the Jews who tried to be righteous but didn’t believe. How far did they get? Paul said they went 
‘about to establish their own righteousness, [having] not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God’ 
(v. 3). What was their fatal error? They lacked faith in Christ. When it came to faith and works, they chose 
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works without faith. Hence, the only kind of righteousness they could hope to establish was their own 
transparent, hypocritical version of true righteousness. 
 
“On the other hand, some Christians today seem to forget the natural consequence of true belief. In doing so, 
they stress the importance of confessing the name of Jesus with their mouths. Yet, when their actions conflict 
with their professed beliefs, they merely demonstrate the shallowness of their faith pool. To believe in one’s 
heart means to have a conviction, a testimony, a knowledge, and a faith which becomes the driving force 
behind all actions.”41 
 
Charles W. Penrose adds, 
 
“This is the key to the whole matter. The faith that saves is the faith that leads to obedience, which is ‘better 
than sacrifice;’ that obedience must be given to ‘every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.’ Belief, 
prayer, devotional exercises, of themselves, will not prepare man for the presence and society of his Maker. To 
dwell with him, man must be assimilated to his likeness. This can be effected only by compliance with his 
commands.”42 
 
Romans 10:14-15 

 
14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 

 
Carlos E. Asay states, 
 
“I like what Paul had to say about preachers or missionaries... 
 
“The feet, the voices, the faces, and the whole being of those preachers who share saving truths will always be 
precious and beautiful to new converts, especially to those who have suffered in their sins. In the eyes of those 
who have learned of Christ and of his power to save, there are few if any blemishes in the missionaries who 
walked long distances to bring the gospel message.”43 
 
Romans 10:17 
 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
 
Joseph Smith states, 
 
“Faith comes by hearing the word of God, through the testimony of the servants of God; that testimony is 
always attended by the Spirit of prophecy and revelation.”44 
 
John Taylor adds, 
 
“It is not the letter then that bringeth faith, but hearing the word of God dispensed by a living oracle or 
minister of God, clothed upon with power from on high. It is not a recorded gospel, but the preached word 
which emanates with power from a man of God inspired by the Holy Ghost.”45 
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Romans 10:19-21 
 

19 But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy by them that 
are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you. 
20 But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made 
manifest unto them that asked not after me. 
21 But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and 
gainsaying people. 

 
Byran Richards states, 
 
“Being of the house of Israel according to the flesh is not enough to guarantee salvation. The Jews of the time, 
however, preached otherwise. Therefore, as in the last chapter, Paul gives scriptural examples of the 
disobedience of the Jews and prophecies concerning the salvation of the Gentiles. In verse 19, the Jews are 
provoked by their neighbors because of their own wickedness. In verse 20, the Lord is found by a people that 
‘sought me not,’ meaning the Gentiles. In verse 21, the Jews are again described as disobedient—even ‘a 
disobedient and gainsaying people.”46 
 
2.11. Romans 11 

Romans 11:2-4 
 

2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of 
Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying, 
3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and 
they seek my life. 
4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, 
who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 

 
Adam Clark states, 
 
“2. God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. God has not finally and irrecoverably rejected a 
people whom He has loved (or approved) so long,”…God has not universally thrust away His people, for 
whom in the promise to Abraham He intended and to whom He decreed, to grant His special favor and 
blessing; but now the case is now much as it was in the days of Elijah…. 
 
“3. Lord, they have killed the prophets. They will not permit any person to speak unto them in Thy name; and 
they murder those who are faithful to the commission which they have received from Thee…They are 
profligate and profane beyond example, and retain not the slightest for of religion…There is no prophet 
besides myself left, and they seek to destroy me. 
 
“4. But what saith the answer of God? The answer which God made assured him that there were seven 
thousand, that is several or many thousands;…[who] had continued faithful to God; but because of Jezebel’s 
persecution, they were obliged to conceal their attachment to true religion; and God, in His providence, 
preserved them from her sanguinary rage.”47 
 
Romans 11:6 

6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of 
works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 



 

 Page 22 

Richard Lloyd Anderson states, 

“Election is without earthly works because calls are by definition prior to the task for which the call is made. 
Paul testifies that ‘Israel shall be saved,’ showing that the ‘election’ or ‘calling of God’ will not fail (Rom. 
11:26-29). But that is prophecy, not predetermination. For most of Israel then had temporarily failed, suffering 
‘blindness in part . . . until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in’ (Rom. 11:25).”48 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“This election of grace is a very fundamental, logical, and important part of God's dealings with 
men through the ages. To bring to pass the salvation of the greatest possible number of his spirit 
children the Lord, in general, sends the most righteous and worthy saints to earth through the 
lineage of Abraham and Jacob. This course is a manifestation of his grace or in other words his 
love, mercy, and condescension toward his children. 
 
“This election to a chosen lineage is based on pre-existent worthiness and is thus made `according 
to the foreknowledge of God. ` (1 Pet. 1:2.) Those so grouped together during their mortal probation 
have more abundant opportunities to make and keep the covenants of salvation, a right which they 
earned by pre-existent devotion to the cause of righteousness. As part of this election, Abraham and 
others of the noble and great spirits were chosen before they were born for the particular missions 
assigned them in this life. (Abra. 3:22-24; Rom. 9.).”49 
 
Romans 11:25 

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in 
your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles 
be come in. 

Joseph Fielding Smith states, 
 
“…the gospel…was first offered to the Jews and after they rejected it, then it was carried to the Gentiles and 
from among them branches of the Church were organized. In the dispensation in which we live, the second 
part of this prophecy by our Lord is being fulfilled. When the gospel was restored through the agency of 
Joseph Smith, it came first to the Gentiles and during the past one hundred and twenty years it has been 
proclaimed among the Gentile nations. It has not been carried to any extent to the Jews, and only a few have 
accepted it. In speaking to the saints at Rome, Paul said that ‘blindness in part had happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles is come in.’—Rom. 11:25. 
 
“In the meridian dispensation the Gentiles received the gospel from the Jews. In the dispensation of the 
Fulness of Times the gospel was restored to the Gentiles and has been preached to them first, and last it will go 
to the Jews, so the first are now last, and the last are now first. The times of the Gentiles have been since the 
gospel was carried to them by Paul and the other disciples until the present day, but the times of the Gentiles 
are near their close and soon the message will be taken to the Jews by their brethren who have come out of the 
Gentile nations.”50 
 
Romans 11:26 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 
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Byran Richards states, 

“Herein, Paul defines ‘Israel’ not by blood lineage but by spiritual lineage. Hence, ’Israel’ refers to those who 
keep their covenants and are recipients of the blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. By this definition, all of 
Israel shall be saved. 
  
“In latter days, the Lord has referred to church members in the same spiritual sense, saying even before the 
formal organization of the church, ‘whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church’ (DC 
10:67). He didn’t say those whose names are recorded as members of my church are ‘my church.’ He said 
those who repent and ‘come unto me’ are ‘my church.’ Just as Paul defined “Israel” by spiritual terms rather 
than literal ones, so has the Lord defined church membership by spiritual terms. By the spiritual definition, all 
the members of the church shall be saved. Similarly, by Paul’s definition of Israel, all Israel shall be saved.”51 
 
Romans 11:18-21, 30-31 

 
18 Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. 
19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be grafted in. 
20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not 
highminded, but fear: 
21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. 
 
30 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their 
unbelief: 
31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain 
mercy. 

 
New Testament (Institute) Student Manual states, 
 
“Paul warned Gentile members of the Church to ‘be not highminded.’ He admonished them to be humble and 
faithful and not to think they were better than Jews who had not embraced the gospel (see Romans 11:18–20). 
Paul explained that by showing mercy and kindness to the Jewish people, Gentile Christians could prepare the 
way for Jews to eventually embrace the gospel and receive the Lord’s mercy (see Romans 11:30–31). If the 
Gentile members were prideful, they would suffer the same fate as the unrepentant Jews and be cut off from 
God’s kingdom. This warning—to not be highminded or prideful—should be heeded by all people who love 
the Lord and desire to return to God’s presence. History shows that later Gentile Christians largely failed to 
follow Paul’s counsel and became hostile toward Jews. In later centuries after Christians became a majority 
with political power, the rise of hateful, anti-Jewish rhetoric among them led to violence against Jews.”52  
 
B/M, 2 Nephi 29:5, 14 
 

5 O ye Gentiles, have ye remembered the Jews, mine ancient covenant people? Nay; but ye have 
cursed them, and have hated them, and have not sought to recover them. But behold, I will 
return all these things upon your own heads; for I the Lord have not forgotten my people. 
14 And it shall come to pass that my people, which are of the house of Israel, shall be gathered 
home unto the lands of their possessions; and my word also shall be gathered in one. And I will 
show unto them that fight against my word and against my people, who are of the house of 
Israel, that I am God, and that I covenanted with Abraham that I would remember his seed 
forever. 
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2.12. Romans 12 

Romans 12:1 
 

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

 
Neal A. Maxwell states, 
 
“So it is that real, personal sacrifice never was placing an animal on the altar. Instead, it is a willingness to put 
the animal in us upon the altar and letting it be consumed! Such is the ‘sacrifice unto the Lord…of a broken 
heart and a contrite spirit.’ (D&C 59:8), a prerequisite to take upon the cross, while giving ‘away all [our] sins’ 
in order to ‘know God’ (Alma 22:18) of the denial of self precedes the full acceptance of Him.”53 
 
As we demonstrate our innermost desire to be obedient to the will of the Son, we are only doing what the Son 
has always been willing to do in His relationship with the Father. In all things, He has done that which His 
Father has asked Him, including offering His life. 
 
It is by giving our will to the Father and the Son, that we are really surrendering something that is really ours 
and which they would never take from us. 
 
Neal A. Maxwell states, 
 
“The submission of one’s will is really the only uniquely personal thing we have to place on God’s 
altar…when you and I finally submit ourselves, by letting our individual wills be swallowed up in God’s will, 
then we are really giving something to Him! It is the only possession which is truly ours to give!”54 
 
Romans 12:8-21 contain admonitions of Paul given to the members of the Church in Rome. They contain 
important words of counsel we may sincerely consider applying in our lives. If we really are disciples of Christ 
then our actions should reflect the will of the Master whom we serve. 
 
Richard Lloyd Anderson states, 
 
“It should be recognized that Romans 12 through the beginning of Romans 15 is the Sermon on the Mount of 
the epistles.”55 
 
D. Kelly Ogden and Andrew C. Skinner add, 
 
“Included in the beautiful counsel of these chapters [Romans 12-15], are at least fifty commandments. 
Obeying the commandments, especially loving and serving others, helps to make one’s calling and election 
(that is, one’s eternal membership, or citizenship, in the kingdom of God) sure or guaranteed.”56 
 
2.13. Romans 13 

Romans 13:1 
 

1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers 
that be are ordained of God. 
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Doctrine and Covenants 134:1-3 
 

1 We believe that governments were instituted of God for the benefit of man; and that He holds 
men accountable for their acts in relation to them, both in making laws and administering them, 
for the good and safety of society. 
2 We believe that no government can exist in peace, except such laws are framed and held 
inviolate as will secure to each individual the free exercise of conscience, the right and control of 
property, and the protection of life. 
3 We believe that all governments necessarily require civil officers and magistrates to enforce 
the laws of the same; and that such as will administer the law in equity and justice should be 
sought for and upheld by the voice of the people if a republic, or the will the will of the 
sovereign. 

 
These are the first three verses of Doctrine and Covenants Section 134, a declaration of belief regarding 
governments and law in general. It was accepted by the membership of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints as revelation at Kirtland, Ohio, August 17, 1835. It represents to the world the belief of the 
members of the Church in being subject to the governments where the members live. 
 
John A. Widtsoe states, 
 
“Governments must be righteous to receive the support of the Church. They must be in harmony with the 
principles of justice acknowledged by believers in God. This includes the full and unqualified right of 
individual liberty whenever it does not infringe upon the rights and liberties of others. Moreover, governments 
must be organized and maintained for the good and safety of society, that is for the governed, rather than for 
those who govern. This implies a constitutional form of Government, a form of Government in which the 
people participate.”57 
 
Romans 13:9-10 
 

9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt 
not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

In these verses, Paul reiterates the last five of the Ten Commandments that specifically address our 
relationship with our neighbor. As he does, he confirms the Ten Commandments given to Moses by God on 
Mount Sinai have not been rescinded nor are they out of date. They continue to be binding, along with the 
initial five, in the lives and relationships of each disciple of Jesus Christ. While the laws of society may 
continue to change, the laws of God do not. 
 
Romans 13:11-12 
 

11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed. 
12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and 
let us put on the armour of light. 
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Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“We are nearer the goal of salvation now than when we first accepted the gospel; we have made progress 
along the path leading to eternal life; through continued obedience we have acquired more of the attributes of 
godliness and become more Christlike.’ 
 
” Since salvation consists in having the character, perfections, and attributes of Deity, and since all things are 
governed and controlled by law, it is a self-evident truth that some people are nearer to gaining eternal life than 
others. Some have just entered the gate of repentance and baptism and have thus just started out in the 
direction of salvation; others, through long devotion and obedience after baptism, have begun to acquire 
measurably the attributes of godliness…”58 
 
Those who have continued on the path leading to eternal life for an extended period of time and have made 
progress towards gaining the attributes of godliness, while the light yet shines, they, like the newly baptized, 
must continue to be faithful. The changes that the Lord seeks upon our arrival most often cannot be achieved 
by just one last burst of energy, despite the sincerity of the disciple. Heaven bound changes require our best 
effort all of our days. 
 
2.14. Romans 14 

Romans 14: 2, 6 
 

2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 
 

6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to 
the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and 
he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 

 
In these verses, Paul is writing specifically to the Jewish members, who are holding the recent converts to the 
dietary laws as prescribed in the law of Moses as well as the strict commands given to the children of Israel 
regarding the observance of the Sabbath day. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Paul’s approach to the problem follows the pattern set by the apostles in deciding the question of 
circumcision (Acts 15:1-35.) Since eating and drinking, and even some matters connected with Sabbath 
observance, are not to be compared in importance with the great basic realities of Christianity, such as the 
divine Sonship of Christ, Paul wisely takes a tolerant view. Bear with the weak, he says.  It is not their dietary 
preferences that will save them, but their faith in Christ.”59 
 
There are some in the Church today, who would impose a strict interpretation to obeying the Word of Wisdom 
beyond the direction of the Church authorities. This is also true when it comes to the observance of the 
Sabbath day. Like the Pharisees of the New Testament, they want specific rules to clarify the observance of 
these gospel commandments. In their zeal for obedience, they forget the spirit of all commandments is to bring 
the individual to Christ. It is important the Saints then, and now, be careful they do not miss the purpose for 
which the counsel is given. 
 
Paul cautions the members to seek the spirit regarding our individual behavior, and be careful we they do not 
judge others who may be struggling along the way. 
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Romans 14:19 

19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may 
edify another. 

 
Marvin J. Ashton adds, 
 
“Be one who nurtures and builds. Be one who has an understanding and a forgiving heart, who Looks for the 
best in people. Leave people better than you found them. Be fair with your competitors, whether in business, 
athletics, or elsewhere. Don’t get drawn into some of the parlance of our day and try to ‘win’ by intimidation 
or by undermining someone’s character. Lend a hand to those who are frightened, lonely, or burdened. 
 
“If you could look into each other’s hearts and understand the unique challenges each of us faces, I think we 
would treat each other much more gently, with more love, patience, tolerance and care.”60  
 
2.15. Romans 15 
 
Romans 15:1-2, 7 
 

1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
2 Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification. 
 
7 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God. 
 

It is one thing to exercise faith, repent of our sins, and enter the waters of baptism for the receipt of the Holy 
Ghost. It is another to reach out to those around us who are in need and yet that is what Jesus Christ did during 
His mortal ministry. If we are to be true disciples of Christ, we too should be involved in a good cause where 
our goal is to lift up those around us. 
 
Neal A. Maxwell states, 
 
“The lessening of the load of another comes, in part, from our very expression of genuine concern transmitted 
to the burdened. Empathy expressed can do much to lift the heart of another. Objectively, in fact, the burden 
(the loss of health, a loved one) may remain, but the capacity to cope and to carry on is increased by our 
administering the adrenalin of affection.”61 
 
The following conversation between two neighbors may serve to give us pause for reflection: 
 
“I don’t know what to say or do,” said one to the other as they shared their sorrow regarding the sudden death 
of their neighbor. “Neither do I,” said the other. “But it seems we should do something if for no other reason 
than so he’ll know we care.” After some thought, they concluded that they would write a note of condolence 
and express their appreciation for the memories they had of his wife and delivery it with some flowers. 
 
Two days later, after gathering their courage, they took the note along with the flowers and rang his doorbell. 
The husband came to the door. When he saw his two neighbors standing there with flowers in hand, he quickly 
invited them inside. With hesitation, first one then the other neighbor spoke, expressing their sadness for the 
loss of their neighbor’s wife. Tears followed as the two grown men expressed their feelings of love for their 
neighbor and expressed their concern. 
 
Finally, the bereaved husband spoke. He expressed his gratitude that they would take the time to come to visit 
him and for their feelings of sympathy regarding the loss of his wife. He said that he didn’t know if they would 
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come in person or send a card, but he was very glad that they had come. Then he said something that surprised 
his two visitors. He said, “I am so glad that you came to see me. My spirits have been lifted by your kindness.” 
The good-byes were offered and then the two neighbors left. Neither spoke as they parted. Words were not 
necessary. 
 
Our actions toward those around us need not be extraordinary to be meaningful. They can be as simple as a 
card expressing thoughtfulness, a call expressing interest, dropping off a prepared meal or even a personal 
visit. What is important is that we take the time to show we care. 
 
2.16. Romans 16 

In the initial verses of Chapter 16, Paul sends greetings to several individuals with whom he had enjoyed 
fellowship and hospitality. Several of these individuals are women, most notable Phebe, and Pricilla and 
Aquila. Frequently, these individuals had been of assistance to him as he sought to bring the spread the gospel 
during his missionary labors. Paul’s greeting reminds each of us that any success we may receive is often the 
joint result of many laborers who serve, often unnoticed behind the scenes. 
 
Romans 16:17-19 

 
17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 
18 For they that are such serve not out Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good 
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. 
19 For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I 
would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil. 

 
A major deterrent to the continued efforts of the missionary work of the Church is the actions of those 
individuals who “cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine.” Their purpose is not designed to 
further the understanding of others of the gospel of Jesus Christ, but to provide a demonstration of their own 
self-acquired knowledge. 
 
Romans 16:13 
 

13 Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine. 
 
Neal A. Maxwell makes the following observation, 
 
“Simon, the Cyrenian, wandered into Jerusalem on the very day of Christ’s crucifixion and was pressed into 
service by Roman soldiers to help carry the Savior’s cross. Simon’s son, Rufus, joined the Church and was so 
well thought of by the Apostle Paul that the later mentioned Rufus in his epistle to the Romans, describing him 
as ‘chosen in the Lord’ (Rom. 16:13). Was it, therefore, a mere accident that Simon ‘who passed by, coming 
out of the country,’ was asked to bear the cross of Jesus? (Mark 15:21).”62  
 
One never knows for sure the effect our actions, even those commanded by another, may have upon others, 
including our own son. I wonder if Simon, the Cyrenian, had joined the new Church, before his son or did he 
later follow the example of his son? 
 
3. Conclusions 

As we conclude the writings of Paul to the Romans, I would like to note some lessons I have learned. 
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Romans Chapter 1: Paul understood the importance of sharing our beliefs with others. He truly understood the 
blessings that can come in an individual’s life through the teachings of Jesus Christ. He was not reluctant to 
invite others to come and learn about Jesus Christ. Nor should I hesitate. 
 
Romans Chapter 2: The effect of the changes in our beliefs within us are frequently manifest in our actions 
toward others. We cannot keep our changes private. They will become known to others. 
 
Romans Chapters 3 and 4: The false doctrines of just grace and predestination infer that works and individual 
agency are not a necessary element in obtaining salvation. However, Paul understood that the concepts of 
grace and works along with foreordination and agency, work in tandem in order to bring the seeker of truth to 
Christ. 
 
Romans Chapter 5: Paul helps us to better understand the importance of Christ’s Atonement in our lives and its 
meaning to each of us. 
 
Romans Chapter 6: We must be careful we do not forget works and grace are both important in our returning 
to Our Heavenly Father. We could not achieve His presence by our works alone, any more than by living as 
we choose and then assuming His grace will be sufficient. We are taught this truth in the Book of Mormon, 
“for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do” (B/M, 2 Nephi 25:23). 
 
Romans Chapter 7: It is the power of the Atonement that enables us to rise above the natural man. The 
contributions made by the Joseph Smith Translation are of great benefit in furthering our understanding of 
Paul’s conversion. 
 
Romans Chapter 8: As we accept the teaching of Christ, we need to realize as we strive to live the gospel 
teachings, our efforts will be strengthened by Christ. He will bless us to be our “best selves.” Unlike Satan, 
who tells us we will “never be good enough,” no matter what we do. 
 
Romans Chapter 9: The Apostle Paul addresses the confusion the children of Israel had with the special 
blessing of being God’s covenant people. They believed that being children of Father Abraham and then 
obeying the law of Moses was all that was necessary to receive salvation. They did not understand the 
teachings and example of Abraham and their obedience to the law of Moses were specifically designed to lead 
to their acceptance of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, as the Promised Messiah and then to following His teachings. 
 
Romans Chapter 10: Paul teaches salvation comes through Jesus Christ based upon personal righteousness, 
rather than continued obedience to the law of Moses. Instead, they turned away from Christ and His teachings, 
and established their own covenants and requirement for salvation. 
 
Romans Chapter 11: Israel was chosen (foreordained) by God to be His covenant people, however, many 
hardened their hearts and did not keep their covenants. The good news is those who do repent and enter into 
the new covenants established by Jesus Christ will yet be chosen. 
 
The Gentiles, who receive Jesus Christ and His teachings who are faithful, will be adopted (grafted) into the 
House of Israel. Jew or Gentile, if they are faithful to their covenants, will receive all the blessings God has for 
His chosen children. Those who reject His Son, Jesus Christ, whether Jew or Gentile, will lose their promised 
covenant blessings. 
 
Romans Chapter 12: It is important that each of us sacrifice the animal in us on the altar so that it may be 
consumed. Having completed our sacrifice, we are then prepared to present our broken hearts and contrite 
spirits (Psalms 51:17), in submission to the will of the Father. 
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Romans Chapter 13: The time is coming closer each day for the Savior’s return and His accompanying 
judgment of the wicked. It is important we do not delay our day of repentance. 
 
Romans Chapter 14: There are some Jewish members who are continuing to hold recent coverts to the dietary 
laws as prescribed in the law of Moses as well as to a strict observance of the Sabbath day. It is important, Paul 
counsel’s, to remember obedience to these laws are not, however, more important than an individual’s 
relationship with the Savior. Nor should we judge others solely by their outward obedience to the principles of 
the gospel. 
 
Romans Chapter 15: It is important that we care for those around us. If we neglect those that are in need, then 
our petition to God regarding our own needs will be without substance. 
 
Romans Chapter 16: We should ever be alert not to speak derogatory toward others. Our words may 
inadvertently serve to undermine the testimony and standing of others in the church. A good rule to follow 
would be, if we can’t say something good about someone, we should probably not express our opinion at all. 
 
In conclusion, I share the words of an unknown author. 
 

One Smile 
 

“One Smile can glorify the day, 
One word new hope imparts; 

The least disciple need not say 
There are no alms to give away 

If love be in the heart.”63 
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