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Chapter 38: Thou Hast Testified of Me 

Reading Outline: 

 Acts 21-28 

1.  Introduction to Acts 21-28 
2.  Acts Chapters 21-28 

2.1. Acts 21 
2.2. Acts 22 
2.3. Acts 23 
2.4. Acts 24 
2.5. Acts 25 
2.6. Acts 26 
2.7. Acts 27 
2.8. Acts 28 

3.  Conclusions 

1. Introduction to Acts 21-28 

Roy A. Christensen offers the following chronology: 
 

“c. 62 A.D. Travels to Jerusalem to deliver offering for the poor [also give 
report 3rd Missionary Journey. 

c. Spring 62-  Imprisoned in Caesarea. 64 A.D. 

c. Fall 64 A.D. to Spring 65 A.D. Travels by sea to Rome while under arrest; spends winter on 
Island of Malta. 

c. 65-67 A.D. Writes Hebrew saints; writes 1-2 Timothy and Titus while in 
Rome. 

c. 67 A.D. Death in Rome.” 

Reference1 
 
During this approximate five-year period of time, Paul’s life will be threatened by the Jewish Christians, only 
to be rescued twice by the Roman soldiers. He will be brought before the Jewish Sanhedrin, the highest court 
in the land, only to again be rescued by the Roman soldiers. He will give a defense before King Agrippa and 
the Roman governor, Festus. He would have been set free had he not appealed to Caesar, so he is sent to 
Rome. While journeying to Rome by sea, they are shipwrecked during a severe storm and he spends time on 
the Island of Malta. 
 
Robert J. Matthews states, 
 
“After arriving in Rome, he [Paul] spends two years in a house awaiting trial. Since there is no great charge 
against him, Paul is optimistic of eventual acquittal. He is given freedom to have visitors, but is guarded 
constantly by a soldier. In Rome, Paul preaches to both Jews and Gentiles that Jesus is the Christ. 
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“Here ends the book of Acts as contained in our present New Testament. It seems that there ought to be more, 
as the story is unfinished. 
 
“Tradition has it that Paul was beheaded outside of the city of Rome, on the Appian Way, sometime around 
A.D. 66-67, during a time of Roman persecution against the Christians.”2 
 
Persecution and imprisonment were not unfamiliar experiences in Paul’s life, as we have seen. What is 
exemplary to us is that no matter the circumstances, he was always faithful in his witness of Jesus Christ and 
His gospel. 
 
We will now proceed with a closer examination of these events as recorded in the book of Acts by Luke. 
 
2. Acts Chapters 21-28 

2.1. Acts 21 

You will recall from a previous discussion, Chapter 32, Paul had been warned that if he were to return to 
Jerusalem, his life would be at risk. Paul’s response to the warnings had been clear. 
 
Acts 21:13 
 

13 Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to 
be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. 

 
Paul did go to Jerusalem to deliver the offerings for the poor that he had collected during his various travels 
from the members, but also to give a report regarding his recent missionary experience. 
 
Acts 21:18-20 
 

18 And the day following Paul went in with us unto James [half-brother of Jesus]; and all the 
elders were present. 
19 And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly what things God had wrought 
among the Gentiles by his ministry. 
20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord,… 

 
Paul must have been pleased to have the support and acknowledgment of his missionary efforts among the 
Gentiles by the leaders of the Church. He was then informed there were many Jewish Christians in the city, as 
well as those who were there due to the Passover celebration. These people viewed Paul as antagonistic to 
their beliefs. 
 
Acts 21:20-25 
 

20 …Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all 
zealous of the law: 
21 And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles 
to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after 
the customs. 
22 What it is therefore? the multitude must needs come together: for they will hear that thou art 
come. 
23 Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on them; 
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24 Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave 
their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, 
are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law. 
25 As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no 
such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and 
from strangled, and from fornication. 
 

Sidney B. Sperry states, 
 
“This is an amazing statement. As we have earlier pointed out, here in the year A.D. 58 [or A.D. 62] we find 
thousands of Jewish Christians still adhering to the Law of Moses! Twenty-five [or twenty-nine] years after 
the death of our Lord, the early Church Authorities still have not made it clear to a large portion of the Church 
membership that the Law of Moses was done away with upon the Advent of the Master. Those of us in the 
Church today have had little conception of the difficulties that faced the Authorities of the Early Church with 
respect to this problem. It is obvious from what Paul was told that he had been grievously and even 
mischievously misrepresented by the Judaizers in Palestine. Actually, the Apostle contended that circumcision 
mattered nothing. Salvation came only through faith in Christ and not by the rites of the Law of Moses, and 
Paul would not impose circumcision on Gentile converts; nevertheless, he never forbade the Jews to practice 
it. They could practice it and conform to any Mosaic rites they pleased as long as they knew that salvation 
came to them through Christ and Christ alone. It is a curious fact that the brethren, knowing Paul’s attitude 
toward the Law, should ask him to give the appearance that he himself obeyed the Law. But the Apostle, 
realizing the gravity of the problem and knowing that it was important to hold the Jewish and Gentile groups 
of the Church together, readily agreed to assume the role of peacemaker.”3 
 
Why, we might ask, was Paul willing to participate in this charade? It was against everything that he had 
taught during his three missionary journeys. Possible reasons may include: First, he understood the potential 
schism his ignoring the law might further precipitate between the Jewish and Gentile groups. Second, keeping 
the law of Moses meant nothing to him as he knew that salvation came through Jesus Christ. Third, he was 
obedient to the request of him by the leaders of the Church. 
 
Acts 21:27-33 
 

27 And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews which were of Asia, when they saw 
him in the temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him. 
28 Crying out, Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men every where again the 
people, and the law, and this place: and further brought Greeks also into the temple, and hath 
polluted this holy place. 
29 (For they had seen before with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian, whom they supposed 
that Paul had brought into the temple.) 
30 And all the city was moved, and the people ran together: and they took Paul, and drew him 
out of the temple: and forthwith the doors were shut. 
31 And as they went about to kill him, tidings came unto the chief captain of the band, that all 
Jerusalem was in an uproar. 
32 …and when they saw the chief captain and the soldiers, they left beating of Paul. 
33 Then the chief captain came near, and took him, and commanded him to be bound with two 
chains;… 

 
It was the temple soldiers that rescued Paul from the mob who were determined to kill him. It was their arrest 
that saved his life. While the soldiers were escorting him in chains to the prison, the people are crying, “Away 
with him” (Acts 21:36). Paul requested that he be allowed to speak to them, and his request was granted. Paul, 
now standing on the stairs in chains speaks to the mob who just moments ago wanted to kill him. 
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2.2. Acts 22 

On the stairs and in chains, surrounded by the temple guards, who are protecting him, he now speaks to the 
mob. 
 
Paul tells them his early beginnings. 
 
Acts 22:3 
 

3 I am…a Jew,…brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the 
perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. 

 
He told them about his persecution of the Christians and when he was on his way to Damascus to bring others 
to Jerusalem to be punished. (See Acts 22:4-5). 
 
Acts 22:6-8 
 

6 And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about 
noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me. 
7 And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me? 
8 And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom 
thou persecutest. 

 
Paul tells of being blind and being led by the men that were with him. They had seen the light, but not heard 
the voice who spoke to him. A man named Ananias comes to where he was staying. 
 
Acts 22:13-16 
 

13 [Ananias] Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And 
the same hour I looked up upon him. 
14 And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and 
see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth. 
15 For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard. 
16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord. 

 
Following this experience, Paul, after a period of time, returns to Jerusalem. He attends the temple. While he is 
there, in trance, Jesus appears to him and tells him, “Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for 
they will not receive thy testimony concerning me” (Acts 22:18). The Lord then directed, “I will send thee far 
hence unto the Gentiles.” (Acts 22:21). Paul had just shared with the mob regarding his conversion to 
Christianity. However, his witness this day found no receptive spirit. They cried to the soldiers, “Away with 
such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live.” (Acts 22:22). 
 
The soldiers now took him to be scourged. Prior to his being questioned. Paul asked his guard, “Is it lawful for 
you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned?” (Acts 22:25). After some discussion it was 
determined that Paul, as the result of his Roman citizenship, would not be scourged, but would be held in 
prison until he could appear before the Sanhedrin on the morrow. 
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2.3. Acts 23 

Robert J. Matthews states, 
 
“Paul stands on trial before the highest court of the Jewish nation. At this instant he must have reflected on the 
fact that nearly twenty-five years before, at the time of his vision on the Damascus road, the Lord Jesus said 
that he would proclaim the name of Christ “before Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel” (Acts 9:15). 
Since that day he has had many experiences before mobs, magistrates and lesser rulers. Now he stands before 
the all-impressive Jewish high court.”4 
 
Paul begins with what he must have hoped would be a special opportunity to bear witness of Jesus Christ, with 
the following words:  
 
Acts 23:1  
 

1 …Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day. 
 
Paul is suddenly stopped when the high priest commands one who stands next to him to “smite him on the 
mouth” (Acts 23:2). Paul retorts: 
 
Acts 23:3 
 

3 Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me 
after the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law? 
 

Paul is then asked if he “revilest [scolds] against the high priest? (Acts 23:4) to which Paul responds by saying 
that he didn’t know he was the high priest. 
 
D. Kelly Ogden and Andrew C. Skinner state, 
 
“I wist not’—either Paul really did not know he was the high priest, or Paul’s ‘thorn in the flesh’ was an eye 
disease, allowing him limited vision, or he was being sarcastic, as if to say I’d never have guessed….”5 
 
Paul now determines to declare that he is “a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the 
dead I am called in question.” (Acts 23:6). Why would he make such a statement knowing that he would create 
a great division within the court? 
 
Robert J. Matthews states, 
 
“Paul may not have wanted to entirely end the session so abruptly. Possibly all he wanted to do was to gain the 
favor of the Pharisees, who he hoped would see him as a brother and give him an opportunity to declare the 
gospel of Christ and obtain a favorable verdict.”6  
 
The results were not as Paul had hoped. Or were they? 
 
Acts 23:7-8, 10 
 

7 And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: 
and the multitude was divided. 
8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees 
confess both. 
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10 And when there arose great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should have been 
pulled in pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and to take him by force from 
among them, and to bring him into the castle. 

  
Paul is returned back to the prison by the soldiers. That evening, he had a visitor. 
 
Acts 23:11 
 

11 And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou 
hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome. 
 

You will recall that even upon threat of death, Paul was willing to travel to Jerusalem. (See Acts 21:13). He is 
now told by the Lord he is to go to Rome so he may bear witness of the Savior. 
 
When those who oppose Paul learn that he was not ordered to be put to death, they decide they will kill Paul 
themselves. The son of Paul’s sister learns of “their lying in wait” (Acts 23:16), and gets word to Paul. When 
the chief captain learns of the plan, he determines not to bring Paul before the Sanhedrin, but to transport him 
to Caesarea to Felix, the Roman governor. He writes a letter to Felix stating that Paul is a Roman; No charges 
have been brought against him. and, the Jews “laid in wait for the man” (Acts 23:25, 27, 29). In view of his 
citizenship and there were no charges brought against him and seemingly in order to protect his life, he was 
transported to Caesarea. 
 
In Caesarea, Felix receives Paul and determines that he will hear his case and his accusers are invited to come 
from Jerusalem. (See Acts 23:35). 
 
2.4. Acts 24 

Acts 24:1-2 
 

1 And after five days, Ananias the high priest descended with the elders, and with a certain 
orator named Tertullus, who informed the governor against Paul. 
2 And when he was called forth, Tertullus began to accuse him,… 

 
So began the trial of the Jews before Felix, the Roman governor. The charges are brought against Paul by 
Ananias the high priest. 
 
Acts 24:5-7 
 

5 For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews 
throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes: 
6 Who also hath gone about to profane the temple: whom we took and would have judged 
according to our law. 
7 But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with great violence took him away out of our 
hands. 
 

The charges against Paul include: 
 

1. A mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world 

2. A ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes 

3. One who profanes the temple 
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Regarding the meaning of “Nazarenes,” Victor L. Ludlow states, 
 
“Early Christians were apparently called Nazarenes, since Paul was accused of being a leader of this sect. (See 
Acts 24:5). Early historians refer to a Christian group as Nazarenes, Christian Jews who neither would nor 
could give up their Jewish mode of life. Paul taught that the Mosiac Law was not binding upon gentiles or 
Jews, having been fulfilled by Christ. Later Nazarenes rejected Paul because of this, even though he had been 
known as a Nazarene during his lifetime. Later Nazarenes were absorbed within Judaism and Christianity by 
the end of the fifth century. However, the term Nozri (Nazarene) remains as the Hebrew word for Christian.”7 
 
Paul now offers his defense against the charges that have been brought against him. 
 
Acts 24:11-19 
 

11 …twelve days [ago]…I went up to Jerusalem for to worship. 
12 And they neither found me in the temple disputing with any man, neither raising up the 
people, neither in the synagogues, not in the city: 
13 Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me. 
14 But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of 
my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets: [scriptures] 
15 And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a 
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust. 
16 And herein do I exercise myself to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and 
toward men. 
17 Now after these many years I came to bring alms to my nation, and offerings. 
18 Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found me purified in the temple, neither with multitude, 
nor with tumult. 
19 Who ought to have been here before thee, and object, if they had ought against me. 

 
Paul’s defense was the only charge of which he was guilty was when he had stood before the Jewish 
Sanhedrin, he had stated his belief in the resurrection of the dead. He was not guilty of any other charges. He 
was not against his nation nor did he start a riot in the temple. If there were those who had accusations against 
him, they should have come to Caesarea with their charges. 
 
Acts 24:22-23 
 

22 And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he deferred 
them, and said When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of 
your matter. 
23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him have liberty, and that he should 
forbid none of his acquaintances to minister or come unto him. 
  

Robert J. Matthews states, 
 
“Felix refused to make a decision in the case, saying that he would wait until the chief captain of the military 
came from Jerusalem to Caesarea. This was a thinly veiled stalling tactic adopted by Felix because he did not 
want to offend the Jews by making a decision favorable to Paul (Felix’s own wife, Drusilla, was a Jewess of 
the Herod Agrippa family); yet Felix didn’t want to turn a Roman citizen, whom he knew was innocent, over 
to the Jews and certain death. Felix also hoped for money from Paul or his associates (Acts 24:26). After two 
years, Felix was replaced in office by one Festus. Meanwhile, Paul was frustrated as he remained in the 
prison.”8  
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Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Without a formal trial, to appease the Jews, and in hope of receiving money for his release, the Roman 
governor of Judea, Antonius Felix, kept Paul as prisoner for two wearisome years. True the Apostle was 
thereby protected from the murderous hatred of the Jews and the persecuting zeal of the Sanhedrin; true he was 
granted sufficient liberty to write and do some teaching, but nonetheless as a prisoner in the Cause of Christ, 
he was denied the full missionary privileges of the past quarter century. 
 
“We must assume that the Church did not grow as rapidly and that its member were not perfected as speedily 
as would have been the case had the great persuasive powers and energies of this mighty proselyter been used 
to the full during this period. No doubt this experience taught Paul that even he was not indispensible, and 
perchance his soul was further sanctified by suffering, but with it all the Lord’s apostle was in fact a prisoner, 
held wickedly and unjustly for the forces of evil, all to the detriment of the work.”9 
 
2.5. Acts 25 

Acts 25:1-3 
 

1 Now when Festus was come into the province, after three days he ascended from Caesarea to 
Jerusalem. 
2 Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews informed him against Paul, and besought him, 
3 And desired favour against him, that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying wait in the 
way to kill him. 

 
When Antonius Felix was removed as governor, Porcius Festus was appointed in his place. Festus then went to 
Jerusalem to meet the leaders of the Jews. Upon meeting with Festus, they immediately prevailed upon him to 
grant a new trial against Paul and he should be sent to Jerusalem. Festus responded. 
 
Acts 25:4 
 

4 But Festus answered, that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself would depart 
shortly thither. 

 
Adam Clarke states, 
 
“It is truly astonishing that Festus should refuse this favor to the heads of the Jewish nation, which to those 
who were not in the secret must appear so very reasonable; and especially so, on his coming to the 
government, it might be considered an act that was likely to make him popular—and he could have no interest 
in denying their request. But God had told Paul that he should testify of Him at Rome, and He disposed the 
heart of Festus to act as he did, and thus disappointed the malice of the Jews and fulfilled His own gracious 
design.”10 
 
Before Festus departs, he offers them the opportunity to come to Caesarea and revisit their charges against 
Paul. 
 
Acts 25:5, 7 
 

5 Let them therefore, said he, which among you are able, go down with me, and accuse this man, 
if there be any wickedness in him. 
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7 And when he was come, the Jews which came down from Jerusalem stood round about, and 
laid many and grievous complaints against Paul, which they could not prove. 
 

Paul again defends himself against their charges. 
 
Acts 25:8 
 

8 While he answered for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, 
nor yet against Caesar, have I offended any thing at all. 
 

Festus, seemingly wanting to appease the Jews in this matter, makes a request of Paul. 
 
Acts 25:9 
 

9 But Festus willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, and said, Wilt thou go up to 
Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me? 

 
Paul’s response. 
 
Acts 25:10-11 
 

10 Then said Paul, I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews 
have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. 
11 …I appeal unto Caesar. 
 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Falsely imprisoned, with no specific or substantial charge against him, Paul declines to go willingly back to 
Jerusalem, back to stand in jeopardy before the fanatical mob which had caused the crucifixion of his Lord. 
Instead, Roman citizen that he was, he appeals unto Caesar. And Caesar’s Procurator decrees that unto Caesar 
shall Christ’s apostle bow. 
 
“But why? Why all the imprisonment? The repeated mock-like trials before one ruler after another—all to no 
avail as far as freeing the innocent Paul is concerned. Why does not the Lord send an angel to deliver his 
apostle, as he did when Peter was imprisoned by Herod? (Acts 12:1-19). 
 
“Clearly it is the design of Deity to use Paul’s imprisonment as the means of taking the testimony of Jesus to 
the great and the mighty of the world. The gospel is for the poor and the privileged. It is to be ‘proclaimed by 
the weak and the simple unto the ends of the world, and before kings and rulers.’ (D*C. 1:23) …How better 
could the witness of the truth be borne to Felix, Festus, Agrippa, and Augustus, with all their court retinues 
forced to give ear.”11 
 
While the law was clear a Roman citizen had the right to appeal his case to Caesar, it appears in this case that 
Festus did have the right to deny Paul’s request and to try the case himself or send Paul to Rome. (See Adam 
Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible, 1026). 
 
Adam Clarke states, 
 
“Festus therefore consulted with the council [administrative legal advisers], whether he should proceed to try 
the case, or send Paul to Rome; and it appears that the majority were of opinion that he should be sent to 
Caesar.”12 
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Acts 25:13 
 

13 And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus. 
 

 
Duane S. Crowther states, 
 
“King Herod Agrippa II—Marcus Julius Agrippa was the son of Agrippa I and Cypros. He was only 17 when 
his father died in A.D. 44, so the emperor Claudius did not make him king of Palestine. In A.D. 50, when his 
uncle Herod, king of Chalcis died, he was given control over his tiny kingdom in the Lebanons. Then, in A.D. 
53, he was given control over the territories formerly ruled by Philip the tetrarch, Lysanias, and Varus. He 
tried to convince the Jews not to revolt in A.D. 66, but was unsuccessful. He remained as the king of Chalcis 
until his death in A.D. 100.”13 
 
During his visit with King Agrippa, Festus discussed the case of Paul, who had been kept by Felix the former 
governor. King Agrippa expresses an interest in the case, and the decision is made for Paul to be brought forth. 
(See Acts 25:14-22). 
 
As the hearing begins, Festus states his dilemma regarding the results of the prior trials that have been held in 
Jerusalem and in Caesarea. The Jews were of the opinion that “he ought not to live any longer” (Acts 25:24). 
He had come instead to a different conclusion. 
 
Acts 25:25, 27 
 

25 But when I found that he had committed nothing worthy of death, and that he himself hath 
appealed to Augustus, I have determined to send him. 
 
27 For it seemeth to me unreasonable to send a prisoner, and not withal to signify the crimes laid 
against him. 
 

With this introduction, Paul presents his case before King Agrippa and Festus. 
 
2.6. Acts 26 

Acts 26:1 
 

1 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched 
forth the hand, and answered for himself: 
 

With these words, Paul begins his defense before Agrippa and Festus. 
 
He begins with recognition of Agrippa’s expertise regarding the customs and laws of the Jews, and asks that 
he be patient when hearing his defense. (See Acts 26:3). 
 
Acts 26:5-7 
 

5 …after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. 
6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our Fathers. 
7 …instantly serving God day and night…I am accused of the Jews. 
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The promise made by God to His covenant people, the Jews, is that if they would be obedient to the covenants 
they had made, that someday they would return to live with Him again. This promise meant that when man 
died, they would live again. This is the promise of the resurrection. 
 
Acts 26:8 
 

8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?   
 
Many did not believe in the doctrine of the resurrection. Paul is assuming that there are many within the 
audience that did not believe in the resurrection of man. 
 
Paul proceeded to tell his audience that he did “many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth” 
including putting his followers in prison and consenting to their death in Jerusalem (see Acts 26:9-11). 
 
Acts 26:12-15 
 

12 Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, 
13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, 
shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. 
14 …I heard a voice…saying…Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?… 
15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutes. 
 

If Jesus did speak to Paul, then it is a confirming witness that Jesus is not dead. He was buried following His 
crucifixion, but now lives. 
 
Jesus message to Paul continues. 
 
Acts 26:16-18 
 

16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make 
thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen and of those things in 
which I will appear unto thee: 
17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee; 
18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are 
sanctified by faith that is in me. 
 

Paul bore his witness to those present that Jesus Christ whom was crucified spoke to him and called him to be 
one of His witnesses. He was to help turn the people from the falsehoods that Satan had taught, by leading 
them from darkness into the light of the truth. 
 
Paul testified that he was obedient to the vision that he received. He traveled “throughout all the coast of 
Judaea, and then to the Gentiles [with the message] that they should repent and turn to God, and do works 
meet for repentance” (Acts 26:20). 
 
Acts 26:21 
 

21 For these causes [Paul continues] the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill 
me. 
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Paul continues his defense. 
 
Acts 26:22-23 
 

22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to the small 
and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should 
come: 
23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and 
should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 
 

Festus responds to Paul by telling him “Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad” 
(Acts 26:24). 
 
Robert J. Matthews states, 
 
“The ‘much learning’ that irritated Festus is the clue that Paul had cited extensively from the prophets. Festus 
just wasn’t ready for that much scripture and testimony. Festus’s reaction also illustrates the trouble the 
unbelieving world had with the doctrine of resurrection. It is possible also that Festus’s irritation was partly 
due to the fact that Paul’s speech was not providing the valid crime with which to charge him so Festus could 
send him to Rome.”14    
 
Paul responds to Festus accusation. 
 
Acts 26:25-26 
 

25 But he [Paul] said, I am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak forth the words of truth and 
soberness. 
26 For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded 
that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner. 

 
Paul had spoken freely regarding his hearing the voice of the Lord; his experiences among the people of Judea 
and the Gentiles; the divinity and resurrection of Jesus Christ; and, the need for repentance. Also, he had 
spoken openly as did others regarding these truths. It was not done in secret. 
 
Paul then turns his attention to King Agrippa. 
 
Acts 26:27-29 
 

27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. 
28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadst me to be a Christian. 
29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were 
both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds. 
 

D. Kelly Ogden and Andrew C. Skinner state, 
 
“Elder Neal A. Maxwell noted that ‘Agrippa’s remark was not a flippant one, he was seriously touched:’ 
(“Taking Up the Cross,” in Speeches of the Year, 1976. Provo: Brigham Young University Press, 1976, 255). 
 
“The Revised Standard Version of the Bible renders this passage as follows: ‘In a short time you think to make 
me a Christian!’ And Paul said, ‘Whether short or long, I would to God that not only you but also all who hear 
me this day might become such as I am—except for these chains.”15 
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Acts 26:31-32 
 

31 And when they were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, This man doeth 
nothing worthy of death or of bonds. 
32 Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have been set at liberty, if he had not 
appealed unto Caesar. 

 
Bryan Richards states, 
 
“It is doubtful that Agrippa really would have let him go. Besides, the Lord’s plan was to have his most vocal 
apostle testify before the greatest political authority on earth. Paul had been told, ‘Be of good cheer, Paul: for 
as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also in Rome’ (Acts 23:11). The Lord’s 
plan for Paul was to testify in Rome. Paul knew it, and this is why he appealed to Caesar—not because he was 
trying to free himself. Paul was comfortable to suffer for Christ’s name as ‘the prisoner of Jesus Christ’ 
(Ephesians 3:1).”16 
 
Robert J. Matthews states, 
 
“It is to be noted that Paul made four significant points pertaining to Jesus: (1) It is Jesus who made the 
resurrection a reality, he being the first who should rise; (2) the doctrine of Jesus, including the resurrection, is 
the doctrine of Moses, and the prophets; (3) it is the Jews, not the Christians, who have departed from the 
teachings of the prophets; and (4) the gospel of Christ is for everyone, not only the Jews but also the 
Gentiles.”17   
 
2.7. Acts 27 

Acts 27:1-2 
 

1 And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain 
other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus’ band. 
2 And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; 
one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. 

 
Paul traveled on a ship of Adramyttium, and was held prisoner by a Roman centurion named Julius. His 
traveling companions included the physician Luke and Aristarchus, a Thessalonian convert who is a close 
friend of Paul. 
 
Col. R.M. Bryce-Thomas states, 
 
“During the Apostle’s subsequent long journey to Jerusalem, Aristarchus was to be found by [Paul’s] side 
(Acts 20:4). It is reasonable to suppose that this faithful friend remained in Palestine during Paul’s two years’ 
imprisonment there, for we find him again accompanying the Apostle when the latter shipped from Rome as a 
prisoner in charge of the centurion Julius (Acts 27:2)…He had been so long faithful to his friend the Apostle 
that it would rather appear as if he had thrown in his lot with him altogether and had no intention of forsaking 
him at all, and this view is strengthened by the fact that we find him sharing Paul’s imprisonment throughout 
the two years during which the latter dwelt in his own hired house in Rome (Col. 4:10 and Philemon 24). So 
far as one can gather from the few instances in which his name is mentioned, he was always near the Apostle, 
read to render him service and to work with and for him in the cause of the gospel from the time that he was 
converted in Thessalonica in A.D. 53 up to the close of Paul’s first imprisonment in A.D. 64. This friendship 
was therefore one of several years standing; and must have been a source of considerable comfort and 
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consolation to the aged Apostle in the trying circumstances of his later life, and during his weary and lengthy 
imprisonment both in Palestine and in Imperial Rome.”18 
 
Map I. Paul’s Journey to Rome 

 
 

Summary of events during Paul's Journey to Rome: 

1.  Caesarea 
A.  Paul and other prisoners embarked for Rome. 

2.  Aboard Ship 
A.  Paul prophesied that harm would come to them. 
B.  Driven by the storm, the ship was lightened. 
C.  Paul was visited by an angel; he prophesied the 

ship would be lost. 

3.  Melita 
A.  Shipwrecked; all swam to shore. 
B.  Paul was bitten by a snake; he healed people on 

the island. 
C.  Paul passed the winter, then sailed on a ship from 

Alexandra. 
4.  Rome 

A.  Brethren from Rome escorted Paul into the city. 

Reference19 
 
The ship came to Cyprus, then Myra, a city of Lycia. At Myra, the centurion located a ship going to Italy and 
they boarded this ship. They passed by Cnidus, under Crete, and over against Salmone. (See Acts 27:4-8). 
Near the city of Lasea, the winds became more severe and made the sailing dangerous. Paul provided the 
following admonishment. 
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Acts 27:10 
 

10 And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not 
only of the lading and the ship, but also of our lives. 
 

Paul’s warning was not heeded by “the centurion, the master or the owner of the ship. The decision was made 
not to remain in harbor, but to press forward on their journey. (See Acts 24:11-13). A tempestuous wind arose 
and the ship was caught and they proceeded to “lighten the ship [including throwing out] the tackling of the 
ship” (Acts 27:18-19). Their situation became dire. 
 
C. Wilfred Griggs states, 
 
“Fearing that fierce winds would overturn the ship, the crew takes down the sails, allowing the ship to be 
driven before the tempest. Later (v.17), they would raise the sails attempting to avoid getting stuck in shallow 
water by the island of Clauda. ‘Historians of Rome have long noted that Luke’s description of this exciting 
journey is one of the most important primary sources available on ancient seamanship. Students of Paul’s life 
cannot help but be impressed with his spiritual leadership and unfailing trust in the Lord under the most trying 
circumstances.”20 
 
Acts 27:20 
 

20 And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all 
hope that we should be saved was then taken away. 

 
In the face of these circumstances, Paul again speaks. 
 
Acts 27:21-26 
 

21 …Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, 
and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss. 
22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man’s life among 
you, but of the ship. 
23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 
24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all 
them that sail with thee. 
25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me. 
26 Howbeit, we must be cast upon a certain island. 

 
This is yet further evidence that the Lord was watching over Paul that his life might be spared. His mission to 
bear his witness of Christ before Caesar was not thwarted by either storm or loss of ship. 
 
After Paul had delivered his message of good cheer to those on ship, on the fourteenth night, as they drew 
close to an island, the water depth went from twenty fathoms to fifteen. The sailors, fearing that the ship was 
about to hit the rocks, lowered the life boat in order to “flee out of the ship” (Acts 27:30). 
 
Russell M. Nelson states, 
 
“The Lord can readily discern between those with superficial signs of activity and those who are deeply rooted 
in His Church…Loyalty to the Lord carries an obligation of loyalty to those called by the Lord to lead his 
Church. He has empowered that men be ordained to speak in His holy name. As they guide His unsinkable 
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boat safely toward the shore of salvation, we would do well to stay on board with them. ‘No waters can 
swallow the ship where lies/The Master of ocean and earth and skies.’ (Hymn 105). 
 
“Nevertheless, some individuals want to jump ‘out of the boat’ before reaching land. And others, sadly, are 
persuaded out by companions who insist that they know more about life’s perilous journey than do prophets of 
the Lord. Problems often arise that are not of your own making. Some of you may innocently find yourselves 
abandoned by one you trusted. But you will never be forsaken by your Redeemer, who said, ‘I, the Lord, am 
bound when ye do what I say’ (D&C 82:10).”21 
 
Paul gives this word of warning. 
 
Acts 27:31 
 

31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be 
saved. 

 
Paul’s warning was heeded and the soldiers cut loose the empty life boat. It appears that the spirits were low 
on ship, however, Paul gave them this word of counsel. 
 
Acts 27:33-37 
 

33 And while the day was coming on, Paul besought them 
all to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued 
fasting, having taken nothing. 
34 Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your health: for there shall not an 
hair fall from the head of any of you. 
35 And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them 
all: and when he had broken it, he began to eat. 
36 Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took some meat. 
37 And we were in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen [276] souls. 

 
Paul, as a result of his faith, was able to remain calm during a time when others were experiencing great 
anxiety and fear. Because of his confidence in the word of the Lord, he was also able to provide a reassuring 
voice to the others on board, who numbered two hundred and seventy-six in total. 
 
As the daylight arrived, they saw a creek or river which flowed on an island and they determined to head the 
ship for this inlet. 
 
Acts 27:41-43 
 

41 And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart 
stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the 
waves. 
42 And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and 
escape. 
43 But, the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose;… 
44 …And so it came to pass, that they escaped [from the ship] all safe to land. 

 
True to the words of Paul, while the ship was destroyed, the lives of all aboard were saved. When we heed the 
words of those inspired by the Lord, we too will be protected from the winds that swirl around us. However, if 
our faith weakens and instead of remaining aboard, we jump ship, we too may face death. 
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Brigham Young states, 
 
“Let us stick to the old ship and she will carry us [safely] into the harbor; ye need not be concerned.”22  
 
2.8. Acts 28 

Acts 28:1-2 
 

1 And when they were escaped, then they knew that the island was called Melita [modern-day 
Malta]. 
2 And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us 
every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold. 
 

Chieko N. Okazaki states, 
 
“If you’ve ever been cold and wet clear through, in shock from having escaped with your life after being in 
danger, then you will know how Paul felt. These people’s kindly intentions must have warmed his heart as 
much as the fire warmed his body. And surely the irony hadn’t escaped him that the Romans, who represented 
the most civilized nation on earth, were suggesting wholesale executions (Acts 27:42), while the ‘barbarians’ 
were showing kindness. The memory of their kindness has endured in the Bible for nearly two thousand 
years.”23 
 
Paul gathered a bundle of sticks in order to feed the fire, only to be bitten by a “viper” [described by the 
islanders as a “venomous beast”] (Acts 28:3-4). The initial response of the islanders is a quick judgment of 
Paul. 
 
Acts 28:4-6 
 

4 …No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance 
suffereth not to live. 
5 And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. 
6 …after they…saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god. 

 
Sometimes our hastily formed judgments, based on limited knowledge, lead us to draw conclusions that are far 
from accurate. It is when we act on our hastily formed judgments the risk of harm to others as well as to 
ourselves greatly increases. It is, therefore, important we delay both our conclusions and actions until we have 
obtained further information. It is a fool who jumps into a swimming pool before he has determined if there is 
even water in the pool and if so, what is its temperature. 
 
On the island the chief was a man named Publius who treated the strangers with kindness, even providing 
them “lodging” (Acts 28:7). 
 
Acts 27:8-9 
 

8 And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and a bloody flux [Greek. 
dysentery]: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him [administered], and 
healed him. 
9 So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in the island, came, and were healed: 
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Paul was on an errand from the Lord and that meant administering to those with faith, who were sick, and 
making them whole. Paul, we can be sure, spent the three months on the island teaching the gospel to 
whomever would listen and spent his days doing good. 
 
After three months, they again boarded a ship for Italy. They spent three days at Syracuse, then to Rhegium 
and Puteoli. Here they found brethren of the Church with whom they tarried for seven days. (See Acts 28:11-
14). 
 
When they finally reached the “Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked God 
and took courage.” (Acts 28:15). 
 
D. Kelly Ogden and Andrew C. Skinner state, 
 
“the Via Appia, [is] the most famous of Roman all-weather roads, which stretched from Capua to Rome.”24 
  
One can only assume that the reason for Paul’s gratitude and courage is soon he would be in Rome. Here he 
came to bear his witness before Caesar of his Savior and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 
 
Once in Rome, the prisoners were delivered “to the captain of the guard,” [however Paul] is suffered to dwell 
by himself with a soldier that kept him.” (Acts 28:17). 
 
Acts 28:17 
 

17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together:…  
 

One may wonder, when given the animosity that existed between Paul and the Jewish leaders, why would he 
seek them out? 
 
Bryan Richards states, 
 
“Previously, Paul was disgusted with the Jewish rejection of his preaching,…Now, Paul calls upon the Jews 
again. He knows, at least, they will be interested—if only to be critical. He knows that the way to foster 
discussions about Christianity in Rome is to get the Jews arguing about it. He knows the only way he is going 
to get Romans to visit him is if they are seeking the source of the uproar. And he still harbors the optimistic 
hope of finding some Jews without hearts of steel and necks of brass.”25 
 
Acts 28:17-20 
 

17 …Paul called the chief of the Jews together…he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I 
have committed nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered 
prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 
18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, because there was no cause of death 
in me. 
19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar; not that I ought 
to accuse my nation of. 
20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with you: because that 
for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain. 

 
 
 
 



 

 Page 19 

Bruce R. McConkie states regarding “hope of Israel,” 
 
“The hope of Israel, from olden days and through all her generations, was that the house and people and nation 
of Israel would be eternal, that though the resurrection they would inherit their promised land forever (Acts 
23:6; 24:15, 21). Abraham, Israel’s father, was promised the land of Canaan for himself and his posterity 
forever (Gen. 12:1-10), but during his lifetime Abraham never actually receive his inheritance. (Acts 7.) The 
hope of Israel was that Abraham and his posterity would yet enter into their promise inheritance.”26 
 
The Jewish leaders informed Paul they have “neither received letters out of Judea concerning thee, neither any 
of the brethren that came shewed or spake any harm of thee” (Acts 28:21). 
 
Paul was in Rome, because he had been sent by Jesus Christ (Acts 23:11) that he might testify to Caesar and to 
all others of the verity of His resurrection. He was also to bear his witness to the Jews, that through Jesus’ 
resurrection, the law of Moses had been fulfilled. 
 
The Jewish leaders state that their reason for coming to see Paul was not due to any report they have received 
from Jerusalem against him. 
 
Acts 28:22 
 

22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we know that 
every-where it is spoken against. 

 
Isn’t it interesting they have come to hear from Paul as a representative of “this sect [Christianity]…that every 
where it is spoken against” (Acts 28:22)? It is strangely true that at times bad publicity attracts, along with the 
persecutors, the sincere investigator. 
 
Acts 28:23-24 
 

23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to when 
he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of 
the law of Moses, and out of the prophets [the scriptures], from morning 
till evening. 
24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not. 

 
There were those in Rome, among the Jews, who did not believe the gospel should be taught to the Gentiles. In 
fact, some “departed after Paul had spoken one word” (Acts 28:25). 
 
What was the “one word” that Paul spoke that led to their departure? 
 
Acts 28:28-29 [underline added] 
 

28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that 
they will hear it. 
29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among 
themselves. 

 
Tradition often has a strong hold upon the believer, to the point when new truth is taught, it becomes a barrier 
that prevents the individual from being able to embrace it. Paul quotes the Prophet Isaiah who warned Israel of 
this truth. 
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Acts 28:25-27 
 

25 …Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias [Isaiah] the prophet unto our fathers. 
26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and 
seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: 
27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes 
have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand 
with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 

  
We conclude the book of Acts with these final words regarding Paul’s life in Rome while waiting for his 
judgment. 
 
Acts 28:30-31 
 

30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto 
him. 
31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him. 
 

Spencer W. Kimball states, 
 
“I have a great admiration and affection for our brother Paul, our fellow apostle. He was so dedicated, so 
humble, so straightforward. He was so eager, so interested, so consecrated. He must have been personable in 
spite of his problems, for the people hung onto him with great affection when he was about to leave them. I 
love Paul, for he spoke the truth. He leveled with people. He was interested in them. I love Paul for his 
steadfastness, even unto death and martyrdom. I am always fascinated with his recording of the perils through 
which he passed to teach the gospel to member and nonmember.”27 
 
We will yet learn more regarding Paul as we address his remaining letters: Ephesians; Philippians; Colossians; 
Philemon; 1 and 2 Timothy; and, Titus. 
 
3. Conclusions 

During these remaining chapters of Acts, we have travelled with Paul as he initially returned to Jerusalem in 
order to give a report of his Third Missionary Journey and to deliver the offering he had collected for the poor. 
 
We were with him when his life was in danger and he would have been killed after visiting the temple by those 
who were antagonistic to his preaching in Asia. It was the Roman soldiers who rescued him. He was placed in 
prison to await a trial by the Jewish Sanhedrin. No charges could be agreed upon, but once again the Roman 
soldiers intervened to protect his life. 
 
While he was in prison, he had a visitor. It is the Lord Himself. He instructed Paul that he was to go to Rome 
to bear his witness of Jesus Christ. (See Acts 23:11). The chief captain learns of a plot to kill Paul when he is 
returned to the Sanhedrin, and he intervened and delivered him to the Roman governor, Felix, in Caesarea. 
 
During the two years that pass, Paul was once again accused of the Jewish leaders, this time of sedition. Even 
though there was not sufficient evidence to return him to Jerusalem, Felix did not release him, but instead held 
him in the prison in Caesarea. Felix was released from his post and Festus was appointed as the new Roman 
governor. After another hearing at the request of the Jewish leaders, Festus was not convinced of Paul’s guilt, 
but to save face, asked Paul if he was willing to return to Jerusalem and face judgment? Paul states that he was 
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a Roman citizen and appeals to the governor to send his case to Caesar. After discussion with his 
administrative and legal advisors, Festus determined to send Paul to Rome. 
 
King Agrippa was coming to visit the new governor and Festus discussed Paul circumstances with Agrippa. It 
was agreed that Paul would present his case to Agrippa and Festus. Following Paul’s witness and testimony 
regarding his call as a special witness, it was determined that Paul is innocent, but due to his request, he was 
sent to Rome. 
 
The journey to Rome involved storms and shipwreck and spending three months on the Island of Malta. Here 
Paul befriended the natives by healing the chief’s father. During his stay, he also healed others of faith and 
taught them the gospel. 
 
Once the prisoners arrived at Rome, Paul was not placed in prison. Instead, he was put under house arrest with 
a soldier to guard him. He took advantage of his circumstances while he was awaiting trial, by teaching and 
preaching to the Jews as well as those who came to hear his words. It is here the book of Acts ends. 
 
Once again, we stand in wonderment of the challenges and adversity that Paul was called upon to endure. 
Whether it be threats to his life, imprisonment, shipwreck or house arrest, in all situations, he made the most of 
his circumstances and turned them into opportunities. Under all circumstances and conditions, Paul was ever 
faithful to his calling as a special witness of Jesus Christ. Like Paul, we too must be willing to “stand as 
witnesses of God at all times, and in all things, and in all places…” (B/M, Mosiah 18:9). 
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