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Chapter 42: Pure Religion 

Reading Outline: 

 James  
 Jude 

1.  General Epistles 
2.  Scriptural References Regarding James 
3.  Introduction to the Book of James 
4.  Book of James 

4.1. James 1 
4.2. James 2 
4.3. James 3 
4.4. James 4 
4.5. James 5 

5.  Introduction to the Book of Jude 
6.  Book of Jude 
7.  Conclusions 

7.1. James 
7.2. Jude 

1. General Epistles 

LDS Bible Dictionary states, 
 
“The seven New Testament epistles known as James; 1 and 2 Peter; 1, 2, and, 3 John; and Jude [are referred to 
as the General Epistles]. They are so named because they are not directed to any one person or specific branch 
of the Church [as are the 14 Pauline epistles]. This designation is not entirely accurate for 2 and 3 John.”1   
 
As you are aware, these books were authored respectfully by James, Peter, John, and Jude. Peter and John 
were numbered among the original Twelve Apostles Jesus called to serve, and James and Jude were his half-
brothers.  Neither James nor Jude, though related to Jesus, became followers of Jesus until after His 
resurrection. 
 
During this lesson and the following four lessons, we will address each of their writings. 
 
2. Scriptural References Regarding James 

Matthew 13:55 [See also Mark 6:3] 
 

55 Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and 
Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 

 
Both Matthew and Mark list James as being one of the [half] brothers of Jesus. 
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1 Corinthians 15:7 
 

7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 
 
Paul in his letter to the Corinthians gives reference to many whom Jesus appeared following His resurrection. 
James, His half-brother, is included as one who saw Jesus appeared. 
 
Galatians 1:18-19 
 

18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. 
19 But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord’s brother. 

 
Acts 15:13, 19 
 

13 And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men, and brethren, hearken 
unto me: 
 
19 Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are 
turned to God: 

 
Galatians 2:9 
 

9 And when James, Cephas [Peter], and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that 
was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship; that we should 
go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. 

 
From Paul’s writings, we learn James, the Lord’s brother was present, with the other apostles when he went to 
Jerusalem to meet with Peter following his conversion. James also held a position of leadership. Following the 
decision of the Jerusalem Council not to require the Gentile converts to adhere to the prior requirements of the 
Law of Moses, it was James who presented the decision to those who were in attendance. He also includes 
James along with Peter and John as “pillars” suggesting that James had also replaced John’s brother as a 
member of the First Presidency. 
 
It is important to recall that James, son of Zebedee, and John’s brother, who had previously served with Peter 
and his brother John in the First Presidency following the death of Jesus Christ, had been put to death by King 
Herod at the time of the Jerusalem Council. (See Acts 12:2). 
 
3. Introduction to the Book of James 

“Sent from: James serving as Bishop in Jerusalem 

Sent to: To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad” (James 1:1). 

Date: After the death of John’s brother in A.D. 44, and the death of the Lord’s brother…in 
A.D. 62 [with the] early date [being more likely].”2 

“Purpose: “The teachings of the epistle of James may profitably be compared to practical religion 
taught in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (see Matthew 5-7)…James presents counsel that 
centers on the themes of enduring tribulation in faith…the nature of faith…applying 
one’s faith in practical Christian living…self-control…riches, pride and lust…and 
forgiveness of sin.”3 
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“Main themes: “Enduring affliction patiently; praying to God in faith; controlling our tongues and being 
‘slow to wrath’; and, becoming ‘doers of the word,’ showing our faith by our works.” 

References4 
 
4. Book of James 

4.1 James 1 

James 1:2-4 
 
2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations; 
 
3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith 
worketh patience. 
4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing 

JST, James 1:2-4 
 
2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into 
many afflictions; 
 
3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith 
worketh patience. 
4 But let patience have its perfect work that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.  

 
The word temptations in the King James Bible is changed to afflictions in the Joseph Smith Translation. This 
change may be due to that fact that there is no joy in temptations as they come to us as a result of evil forces. 
Afflictions most often occur as a result of our living in this mortal world and are beyond our choice. We are 
taught throughout the scriptures that temptations are to be avoided, whereas how we address afflictions may 
provide opportunities for our further refinement. While we do not choose terminal illness, death of a loved 
one, severe injury or any number of afflictions that come into our lives, it is how we choose to cope with these 
events that will determine the effect they have upon our lives. The benefit, James is stating, will be measured 
by the degree of patience we develop. Do we become bitter and withdrawn? or Do we seek to accept my 
affliction and endeavor to move forward with our lives? 
 
Spencer W. Kimball quoting Orson F. Whitney states, 
 
“No pain that we suffer, no trial that we experience is wasted. It ministers to our education, to the development 
of such qualities as patience, faith, fortitude and humility. All that we suffer and all that we endure, especially 
when we endure it patiently, builds up our characters, purifies our hearts, expands our souls, and make us more 
tender and charitable, more worthy to be called the children of God…”5  
 
James 1:5-6 
 

5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him. 
6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven 
with the wind and tossed. 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“…this single verse of scripture [James 1:5] has had a greater impact and a more far reaching effect upon 
mankind that any other single sentence every recorded by any prophet in any age. It might well be said that the 
crowning act of the ministry of James was not his martyrdom for the testimony of Jesus, but his recitation, as 
guided by the Holy Ghost, of these simple words which led to the opening of the heavens in modern times. 
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“And it might well be added that every investigator of revealed truth stands, at some time in the course of his 
search, in the place where Joseph Smith stood. He must turn to the Almighty and gain wisdom from God by 
revelation if he is to gain a place on the strait and narrow path which leads to eternal life.”6 
 

James 1:12 
 
12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: 
for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of 
life, which the Lord hath promised to them that 
love him. 

JST, James 1:12 
 
12 Blessed is the man that resisteth temptation; 
for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of 
life, which the Lord hath promised to them that 
love him. 

 
The word endureth in the King James Bible is changed to resisteth in the Joseph Smith Translation. It is clear 
that we are not to endure temptation, but are instead to resist it completely. Temptations do not bring us closer 
to God, but are designed by Satan to take us away from Him. 
 
James 1:13-14 
 

13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with 
evil, neither tempteth he any man: 
14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 

 
During the 1960’s, there was a comedian named Flip Wilson. He would do a skit in which he would always 
succumb to the temptation which was presented to him. His response was, “the devil made me do it.” The 
laughter of the audience, in response to his comment, confirmed that there were many who were wishful when 
they were also found guilty of sin that there was someone, other than themselves, whom they could hold 
accountable for their actions. As each of us are aware, while Satan has the power to tempt us, we each have the 
power to resist the sin. If we succumb, it is not the devil or God, but we alone who are accountable for our 
choices. 
 
James 1:17 
 

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 
18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth,… 

 
The love God, the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ have for us knows no limit. More than anything else, they 
want us to succeed during our mortal probation. As we seek them, they stand ready to assist us. We must learn 
to be obedient to their directives for they know, better than we know ourselves, what it takes to facilitate our 
everlasting growth and development. In order to assist us in combating the temptations of Satan, whose 
singular desire is to make us as miserable as he is, each of us have been given the spirit of Christ to guide us in 
our lives. Moroni, a prophet living in ancient America taught each of us this truth. 
 
B/M, Moroni 7:16-17 
 

16 For behold, the Spirit of Christ is given to every man, that he may know good from evil; 
wherefore, I show unto you the way to judge; for every thing which inviteth to do good, and to 
persuade to believe in Christ, is sent forth by the power and gift of Christ; wherefore ye may 
know with a perfect knowledge it is of God. 
17 But whatsoever thing persuadeth men to do evil, and believe not in Christ, and deny him, and 
serve not God, then ye may know with a perfect knowledge it is of the devil; for after this 
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manner doth the devil work, for he persuadeth no man to do good, no, not one; neither do his 
angels; neither do they who subject themselves unto him. 

 
James 1:19, 26 
 

19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:  
 
26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own 
heart, this man’s religion is vain. 

 
There have been times when I have regretted opening my mouth. On those occasions, I was slow to hear, swift 
to speak, and quick to be upset. When I did get angry, it was even worse. Nothing good ever came from my 
actions. Even when I was right, I was wrong in the manner in which I expressed my feelings. The only positive 
thing I did was to be sincere as I sought forgiveness from the other person for my actions. It would have been 
so much better for me not to have acted in that manner at all. Thank goodness, those incidents are behind me. 
The admonition of James is an important reminder to me, to be swift to listen; slow to speak and never speak 
when I am upset. Isn’t it interesting the same tongue that speaks kind words afterwards, is the same tongue that 
spoke harsh words initially? We must each learn to bridle or control our tongue. 
 
James 1:22-24 
 

22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 
23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural 
face in a glass: 
24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man 
he was. 

 
Robert E. Wells states, 
 
“Some tend to think that just because a few ordinances have been performed, or just because they have 
repented, they can relax and think they have it made. This life is not one of arrival; rather it is a journey, where 
we are continually being given the opportunity to prove ourselves worthy of the rewards promised to those 
whose efforts have been characterized with steadfastness, hope, faith, and love throughout life to the very last 
moment of their existence.”7 
 
“Forgetting” and “Remembering” seem to be two words that seem to draw a line regarding our discipleship. 
You will recall the parable of the Savior regarding his two sons. 
 
The father asked his first son to go into the vineyard and work. He said, “I will not, but afterwards he repented 
and went. His second son said, when asked, “I go sir, and went not.” Jesus then asked, “Whether of them twain 
did the will of his father?” They say to him, “The first.” (See Matthew 21:28-31). The first said he would not 
go, but them remembering his love for his father, he went. The second son said, Yes, I will go, but shortly 
thereafter got distracted and completely forgot his agreement to serve. It was clear to all who heard the parable 
we gain the approval of our earthly father, and Our Heavenly Father, when we remember our love for Him and 
demonstrate our obedience to Him by our actions. 
 
James 1:27 
 

27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
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This is the sum and total of the gospel: To be obedient to the commandments and to care for those in need. 
When we are obedient in keeping the commandments, we are demonstrating our love for our Father in 
Heaven. And when we are caring for others, we are actively engaged in doing the work of the Father. In order 
to facilitate the care of others as described by James, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has 
developed the program of ministering. Under the direction of the leaders of the Priesthood and the Relief 
Society, each member is cared for by brothers as well as sisters. The focus of their contact is genuinely to care 
for the individual or family whether their need be temporal or spiritual. It was King Benjamin, a Prophet-King 
in ancient America who taught this simple truth. 
 
B/M, Mosiah 2:17 
 

17 And behold, I tell you these things that ye may learn wisdom; that ye may learn that when ye 
are in the service of your fellow beings ye are only in the service of your God. 

 
True religion is the process by which men/women change from being the self-centered natural man/woman we 
all are, to becoming the other-centered man/woman of God, we all have the potential to become. 
 
Chart 1: Pattern for Perfection 

 
Reference8 
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This diagram indicates the steps found in the Book of James with corresponding teachings of the Savior in the 
Sermon on the Mount. 
 
4.2. James 2 

James 2:2-4 
 

2 For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there 
come in also a poor man in vile raiment; 
3 And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay [splendid] clothing, and say unto him, Sit 
thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool: 
4 Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts? 

 
The Apostle James in this instance is highlighting the sin of prejudice based upon the income of the individual. 
When our actions toward another are filtered through our distorted lens of partiality, we are in danger of 
causing injury to our brother or sister. This is an offence, in the eyes of God, and we will surely be held 
accountable for our actions. The edict, “Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not 
be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:” (Luke 6:37), remains in effect today. 
 
James 2: 5, 8 
 

5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him? 
  
8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy 
thyself, ye do well: 

 
Robert B. Millet reminds us, 
 
“The care of the poor is more than a duty, far more than a Christian obligation. It is an royal opportunity to live 
the royal law,’ namely, ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself (James 2:8) …when such is undertaken in the 
true spirit of fellowship, both giver and receiver are sanctified by the effort.”9 
 
As we come to understand our responsibility to care for the poor, our focus will begin to shift from ourselves 
to others. We will become more receptive to the promptings of the spirit as we attend to the needs of others. In 
this manner, we then become disciples of Christ in deed. 
 
James 2:9-10 
 

9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. 
10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 

 
Harold B. Lee taught, 
 
“The breaking of one of these laws of the gospel is but taking a sure step into the grasp of that cunning one, the 
devil, and makes easier the yielding to another temptation, even as the Apostle James has put it…When we are 
breaking or failing to keep one of God’s commandments, we are in Satan’s territory; and we become prey to 
impressions that spring from the other region.”10 
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James 2:14, 17-18, 22, 24 
 

14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can 
faith save him? 
  
17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, 
and I will shew thee may faith by my works. 
 
22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his [Abraham] works, and by works was faith made 
perfect? 
 
24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 

 
John A. Tvedness states, 
 
“[Martin] Luther’s disdain for the epistles of James was because James wrote of the importance of works 
coupled with faith as opposed to Paul’s emphasis on faith, and James ‘does not mention the Passion, the 
Resurrection, or the Spirit of Christ.”11 
 
Martin Luther was not the only one who objected to James’ focus on works as opposed to Paul’s focus on 
faith. There are others who also believe that faith is the only requirement necessary in order to obtain 
salvation. While it is clearly understood faith is an essential principle of the gospel of Jesus Christ, it is also 
taught within the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints that works performed by the individual are an 
essential part of the individual’s inner faith, and that  faith and works are both necessary in order to obtain 
salvation. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie reminds us, 
 
“Religion is a thing that has to live in the lives of people, and hence all these expressions to the effect that we 
show our faith by our works (James 2:18), and that we are not hearers only, but doers (James 1:22), or should 
be. You can be a hearer if all that is involved in religion is a matter of theology, or studying and analyzing 
passages of scripture. but you are a doer if ye get religion into operation in your life. You are a hearer, in part 
at least, if all that you have is testimony. But you become a doer when you add to a testimony this pure 
conversion of which we are speaking.”12   
 
4.3. James 3 

James 3:1 
 
1 My brethren, be not many masters [leaders], 
knowing that we shall receive the greater 
condemnation.  

JST, James 3:1 
 
1 My brethren, strive not for the mastery knowing 
that in so doing we shall receive the greater 
condemnation. 

 
The clarification provided by the Joseph Smith Translation is our focus should not be upon obtaining positions 
of leadership in the kingdom, but to seek to be obedient followers. 
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Arthur R. Basset states, 
 
“Far too many men seem to be afflicted with envy and strife, possessed as it were by a love of power…Many 
desire to lead; fewer are willing to follow in supportive roles that have no recognition attached.”13 
 
Latter-day revelation confirms this unfortunate truth with the following warning. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 121:34-35, 39 
 

34 Behold, there are many called, but few are chosen. And why are they not chosen? 
35 Because their hearts are set so much upon the things of this world, and aspire to the honors of 
men,… 
 
39 We have learned by sad experience that it is the nature and disposition of almost all men, as 
soon as they get a little authority, as they suppose, they will immediately begin to exercise 
unrighteous dominion. 

 
It is not a sin to desire to be a leader, but it is not in keeping with the will of the Lord if the desire is based 
upon gaining recognition and self-aggrandizement. Personal glory and the desire for power exempts one from 
being a servant of God. 
 
James 3:2-5 
 

2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, 
and able also to bridle the whole body. 
3 Behold, we put bits in the horses’ mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their 
whole body. 
4 Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are 
they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth. 
5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a 
little fire kindleth! 

 
In these verses, James reminds each of us the power of our tongue. It is a little member, but it can be used to 
speak words that bring peace and harmony or lead to contention, thereby furthering wickedness. James notes 
with our tongue, we “bless God, even the Father:” and then turn around and “curse men, which are made after 
the similitude of God” (James 3:9). He adds, “Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not so to be.” (James 3:10). 
 
Hugh B. Brown adds,  
 
“The tongue, with which we say our prayers and pledge our troth, is sometimes used to wound those we love 
best. 
 

We have kind words for the stranger 
And smiles for the sometime guest, 

While oft to our own 
The bitter tone, 

Though we love our own the best!” 
 

Reference14 
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It is an affront to God, when in public, our words are hurtful to another. It is even worse, in the eyes of Our 
Heavenly Father, when our thoughtless words harm those within the walls of our own home, especially our 
little ones. When we so speak, we invite the judgments of God upon our heads and, without sincere and 
complete repentance, we may be sure they will come. 
 
James 3:13-16 
 

13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good 
conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 
14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 
15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 
16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. 

 
Marvin J. Ashton states, 
 
“Be one who nurtures and who builds. Be one who has an understanding and a forgiving heart, who looks for 
the best in people. Leave people better than you found them. Be fair with your competitors, whether in 
business, athletics, or elsewhere. Don’t get drawn into some of the parlance of our day and try to ‘win’ by 
intimidation or by undermining someone’s character. Lend a hand to those who are frightened, lonely, or 
burdened. 
 
“If we could look into each other’s hearts and understand the unique challenges each of us faces, I think we 
would treat each other much more gently, with more love, patience, tolerance, and care.”15 
 
James 3:17-18 
 

17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 
18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. 
 

When one examines the fruits of the gospel in contrast with the ways of Satan, one can clearly see the benefits 
that come to our lives as we each strive to live the teachings of the Master. Who would choose Satan’s plan for 
man in contrast with God’s blessings for us? Were Satan not so deceptive in his presentation with his appeals 
to our basic instincts, not one of God’s children would ever be willing to exchange the wonderful blessings of 
the gospel for his short-term promises. 
 
4.4. James 4 

James 4:1-2 
 

1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts 
that war in your members? 
2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye 
have not, because ye ask not. 
 

James asks each of us an important question: “From whence come wars and fightings among you? (James 4:1). 
One explanation is they come because we follow our basic instincts of greed and covetousness. We seek not 
peace and harmony with our neighbor, but instead seek to dominate him. There are times when war is 
justified’--when our nation is being attack and our sovereignty is threatened--but we are not justified in being 
the aggressor. 
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James 4:3 
 

3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 
 

Neal A. Maxwell states, 
 
“Clearly, when our prayers are uninspired, we petition for things we should not ask for even though we do so 
innocently… 
 
“When we ask amiss, God, being perfect, must reject our petitions: ‘And whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, which is right, believing that ye shall receive, behold it shall be given unto you.” (3 Nephi 18:20. 
Italics added.) 
 
“The task is to draw close enough to the Lord that we progress to the point where we petition Him according 
to His will, not ours…In modern revelations the Lord has declared His willingness to grant us the requests 
contained in our petitions if what we ask for is expedient for us. (D&C 88:64-65. Italics added).”16 
 
James 4:4 
 

4 …know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will 
be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

 
While there are yet good people in the world who seek after the truth, but don’t know where to find it, the 
standards of the world are deteriorating. Once the United States was a great nation built on Judo-Christian 
values. God was welcome in our nation. He could be found in our classrooms and in the halls of government. 
His birth was recognized in the towns and villages that are part of this country. Church bells rang on Sunday 
and it was a day of rest. Once abortion and homosexuality were seen as aberrant behavior; and, sexual 
abstinence before marriage and marital fidelity after were held as moral values of the nation. It seems that 
today, the values of the past that served to strengthen the fiber of the nation, are to the majority, no longer 
considered important. When the values of the world trump the laws of God, and God’s laws are no longer 
viewed as being applicable by the majority of the nation’s citizens, destruction of the nation is eminent. 
 
James 4:7-8, 10-11 
 

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify 
your hearts, ye double minded. 
 
10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 
11 Speak not evil one of another,… 

 
There is hope for those who truly love God and want to be numbered among his children even if they are in the 
minority. The discordant voices in the world around them have no appeal. They know, and are sure, there is no 
peace to be found in Babylon, only rubble and broken lives. They know that only by following the ways of 
God, as taught by His Prophets and Apostles, can they reach Zion, the city of the Lord. In preparation for their 
entrance, each must seek to develop those qualities that will assist them to feel comfortable among those who 
will call His city their home. 
 
James 4:17 
 

17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 
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Spencer W. Kimball states, 
 
“People tend often to measure righteousness by the absence of wrong acts in their lives, as if passivity were the 
end of being. But God has created “things to act and things to be acted upon” (2 Nephi 2:14), and man is in the 
former category. He does not fill the measure of his creation unless he acts, and that in righteousness…  
 
“To be passive is deadening; to stop doing is to die. Here then is a close parallel with physical life. If one fails 
to eat and drink, his body become emaciated and dies. Likewise, if he fails to nourish his spirit and mind, his 
spirit shrivels and his mind darkens.”17 
 
It is important to personally live the commandments on a daily basis, but that alone does not ensure our 
salvation, as important and admirable as it that is. We must do “something more than dream of our mansions 
above.”18  
 
What more are we to do? It is important we be actively involved in a good cause as taught by modern 
revelation. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 58:27-28 
 

27 Verily I say, men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their 
own free will, and bring to pass much righteousness. 
28 For the power is in them, wherein they are agents unto themselves. And inasmuch as men do 
good they shall in nowise lose their reward. 

 
The particular choice of a good cause, determined by prayer and fasting, will differ from individual to 
individual. The common denominator, however, will be their choice will serve “to bring about much 
righteousness” (D&C 58:27). 
 
4.5. James 5 

James 5:1-5 are directed to the qualities of the rich man: 
 

1. …whose riches are corrupted [v.2] 

2. …your gold and silver is cankered [rusted][v.3] 

3. …Ye have heaped treasures for the last days [v.3] 

4. …hire of the labourers kept back by fraud [v.4] 

5. …lived in pleasure on the earth and been wanton [v.5]”  
 
James is offering sufficient warning to the individual who may choose to spend his life in gathering riches for 
the express purpose of meeting his selfish pleasures. 
 
There are some today who would declare this man was among the very few who were able to live the good 
life. In expressing this observation, they may even be expressing their envy this was not their life. Regardless, 
however, of our earthly treasures, all will someday die and leave all their wealth behind. 
 
I wonder, however, if James is not speaking to a yet greater audience than just the rich. Let us suppose that his 
wealth is a symbol for his priorities in life. (see Hymn #223, Have I Done Any Good? Texts and music: Will 
L. Thompson, 1847-1909. Hymns of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. Salt Lake City: The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1985). 
 



 

 Page 13 

Each of us have priorities we would like to achieve during life. As we make our choices, it seems that there are 
three questions we need to consider: 
 

1. “As we seek to reach our priorities, are we willing to pay the cost in order to achieve them?”  

2.  “If we are able to achieve our priorities, will it be worth what we gave up in order to do so?” 
 
Financial success, prestige, and personal recognition are priorities some may choose, but if their 
achievement costs them their marriage, the joy of having a family, and their own peace of mind, some 
may decide the price is too high.  

3. As we consider our own personal interviews with Our Heavenly Father, “How will you feel when you 
give a final accounting of how you spent your life on earth?”  
 
If we, like the rich man, have lived our lives only for own personal pleasure, it is likely we will be 
very unhappy with the results of our interview. It is, therefore, important for each of us to remember as 
we set priorities for our life, to do so based upon our answer to these three questions. 

 
James 5:7-8 
 

7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth 
for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and 
latter rain. 
8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 

 
The Lord’s return, even during James’ day, was greatly anticipated by the members of the Church. That day, 
though no one knows the exact time, except God himself, is now even closer as the signs are beginning to 
appear. It is, however, important each of us live our lives “as if” it were tomorrow. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“None of us know whether we will be alive when the Lord comes or not. Life hangs on a threat, and death is 
only a breath away. Nor does it matter whether we meet the Lord in life or death if we have watched for his 
coming and are ready for the meeting. ‘I testify…that the coming of the Son of Man is nigh, even at your 
doors,’ the Prophet Joseph Smith said. ‘If our souls and our bodies are not looking forth for the coming of the 
Son of Man; and after we are dead, if we are not looking forth, we shall be among those who are calling for the 
rocks to fall upon them’ (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 160). In life or in death it is the same. If we 
are prepared to meet him in life, we will be prepared to meet him in death. Hence the call of all the prophets to 
the saints of their day, no matter what age was involved, has been: Be ye ready now; prepare to meet thy God 
as though he would come in whatever dispensation is involved.”19 
 
James 5:11 
 

11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have 
seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful [compassion- 
ate], and of tender mercy. 

 
Job is certainly one who suffered greatly. Despite his afflictions and adversity, he endured in faithfulness. No 
one has ever suffered to the extent Jesus of Nazareth did in the garden and on the cross. He did the will of the 
Father and triumphed over death. 
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Gordon M. Thomas addresses the question: “How do we endure to the end? by quoting three individuals,  
 
“…Joseph Fielding Smith suggested that enduring to the end involves the acquisition of those attributes that 
bring happiness. ‘We must endure to the end;…we must so live as to acquire the attributes of godliness and 
become the kind of people who can enjoy the glory and wonders of the celestial kingdom” (Ensign, Nov. 
1971, p. 5). 
 
“Brigham Young states, ‘Every trial and experience you have passed through is necessary for your salvation” 
(Discourses of Brigham Young. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1954, p. 345). 
 
“[Lastly with} …. Neal A. Maxwell who states, “Such a perspective enables us, even in the most pressing 
circumstances, to pass ‘the breaking point without breaking, having cause to be bitter—as men measure 
cause—without being bitter.” (A Time to Choose. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1972, p;.42).20 
 
James 5:14-16 
 

14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 
15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 
16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

 
With the restoration of the gospel in these latter days, the priesthood, or the authority given to man to act in 
God’s name, was again restored to the earth. This same priesthood was upon the earth even before the 
meridian of time. It is through the power of the priesthood blessings could be given. In accordance with the 
individual’s faith and, in keeping with God’s will, the person could be made whole. 
 
James, the Apostle, the servant of the Lord, closes his epistle with this final admonishment. 
 
James 5:19-20 
 

19 Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 
20 Let him know that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul 
from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. 

 
One of the greatest blessings that can come into an individuals’ life is to bring souls unto God. The joy that 
comes, to those who serve as a full-time missionary, far outweighs the challenges and adversity that he/she 
may experience. It comes as no surprise that many years after returning, many recalls with great fondness the 
time they served. Each member of the Church of Jesus Christ, has also been called to be a missionary to those 
around them. Who would not want to share with others, the joy the gospel has brought into their lives, in both 
word and deed? The Lord gives us this promise. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 18:15-16 
 

15 And if it so be that ye should labor all your days in crying repentance unto this people, and 
bring, save it be one soul unto me, how great shall be your joy with him in the kingdom of my 
Father! 
16 And now, if your joy will be great with one soul that you have brought unto me into the 
kingdom of my Father, how great will be your joy if you should bring many souls unto me! 
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An incident from the Life of John Taylor states,  
 
“In March 1837, John Taylor went to Kirtland, Ohio, and had the opportunity to meet the Prophet Joseph 
Smith for the first time and learn more about the principles of the newly restored gospel. At the time of John 
Taylor’s visit to Kirtland, many Church members had become critical of the Prophet Joseph. Even some 
members of the Quorum of the Twelve were caught up in this dissenting spirit, including Parley P. Pratt, who 
had initially taught John Taylor the gospel. When Elder Pratt approached him and shared some of his doubts 
about the Prophet, Brother Taylor replied: 
 
“I am surprised to hear you speak so, Brother Parley. Before you left Canada, you bore a strong testimony to 
Joseph Smith being a Prophet of God, to the truth of the work he had inaugurated; and you said you knew 
these things by revelation, and the gift of the Holy Ghost. You gave to me a strict charge to the effect that 
though you or an angel from heaven was to declare anything else, I was not to believe it. Now Brother Parley, 
it is not man that I am following, but the Lord. The principle you taught me led me to Him, and I now have the 
same testimony that you then rejoiced in. If the work was true six months ago, it is true today; if Joseph Smith 
was then a prophet, he is now a prophet. To Elder Pratt’s credit, he soon repented of his feelings and continued 
to be a valiant servant of the Lord.”21  
 
5. Introduction to the Book of Jude 

“Sent from: Jude, Half-brother of Jesus. 

Sent to: Saints of the church. 

Date: ‘A rough date of 85 A.D…would fit…historical clues and the advanced state of 
Christian apostasy…”22 

Purpose: Confront the apostasy that has developed within the Church. According to 
Richard Lloyd Anderson, “This book has been characterized as the ‘Acts of the 
Apostates.”23 

 
The main themes include false teachers and preparation for the Lord’s Second Coming. 
 
James and Jude are unique among the contributors to the writings of the New Testament. They each had the 
opportunity of being raised with their half-brother, Jesus Christ. They did not, however, become members of 
his Church until after his resurrection. 
 
The question of Jude being also an apostle has no definitive answer. However, the following observations are 
worthy of consideration. 
 
Russel B. Swenson states, 
 
“…there can be no doubt that the early Church regarded him as of apostolic connection, since a major criterion 
in the validity of Christian scripture was the apostolic origin of its sacred writings.”24 
 
Adam Clarke states in verse 1 of his commentary on the Book of Jude, 
 
“Probably Jude the apostle…” [and then refers to him by this title in his commentary.].”25   
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This information, combined with the fact that Jude was called to the ministry by Jesus Christ (JST, Jude 1:1), 
confirms the credence of his message. 
 
6.1 Book of Jude 

Jude 1:1 
 
1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and 
brother of James, to them that are sanctified 
by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus 
Christ, and called: 

JST, Jude 1:1 
 
1 Jude, the servant of God, called of Jesus 
Christ, and brother of James; to them who 
are sanctified of the Father; 
and preserved in Jesus Christ.  

 
The Joseph Smith Translation confirms that Jude was called to the ministry by Jesus Christ himself, inferring 
that his call to the ministry came following Jesus’ resurrection. 
 
With these words, Jude begins one of the shortest letters in the New Testament. He states his authority as 
being “the servant of God, called of Jesus Christ” (JST, Jude 1:1). He also identified himself as being the 
“brother of James” whom members of the Church would recognize as an apostle. His words were directed to 
those who were members of the Church. There is, as will be noted in the next chapter, a similarity with his 
words and those found in 2 Peter. 
 
Jude 1:3-4 
 

3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for 
me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith that was once 
delivered unto the saints. 
4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the 
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Jude’s purpose in writing to the members of the Church at this time is in response to his concern that many of 
the members are unaware of the extent of apostasy has come into the Church, including those who were once 
numbered among the members of the Church. 
 
James E. Talmage states, 
 
“The ‘ungodly men’ ‘who were before of old ordained to this condemnation’ were men who had already, i.e. 
previously, been denounced, proscribed and condemned for the very heresies which now they were 
endeavoring to perpetuate in the Church, they having crept in unawares, or in other words, they having become 
members by false pretenses and profession, and being able because of their membership, to spread their false 
teachings more effectively.”26 
 
Jude now refers the members to several historical events that occurred as the result of apostasy among the 
members. 
 
These include:  
 
(1) The children of Israel 
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Jude 1:5 
 

5 I will therefore put you in remembrance,…how that the Lord, having saved the people out of 
the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. 

 
Bryan Richards states, 
 
“Did the children of Israel have a free ticket to salvation? Did they figure all was well because they were on 
the right team? After all the Lord had done for them in saving them from Pharaoh and his armies, they turned 
to worshipping a golden calf. As punishment, the Levites were commanded to kill the perpetrators, ‘and there 
fell of the people that day about three thousand men.’ (Ex. 32:28). Later, when some rebelled against Moses 
and the Lord, a plague killed about 15,000 (see Numbers 16).”27    
 
(2) Angels who didn’t keep their first estate 
 
Jude 1:6 
 

6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved 
in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 

 
The angels are those spirit children of God who during the war in heaven (Revelations 12:7), chose to side 
with the devil. They left their heavenly home and came to earth to serve with Satan. 
 
Orson Pratt states, 
 
“We find that the angels who kept not their first estate are reserved in chains of darkness until the judgment of 
the great day. Those angels that fell from before the presence of God were judged in a measure upon their fall, 
and were cast out to wander to and fro upon the face of the earth, bound as it were with chains of darkness, 
misery and wretchedness, and this condition is to continue during the whole of the temporal existence of this 
earth,…”28 
 
(3) The inhabitants of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
 
Jude 1:7-8 
 

7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves 
over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire. 

 
In response to the gross wickedness that existed in these cities and the absence of righteous people that lived 
there, the Lord destroyed the cities. (see Genesis 19:24-25). 
 
Jude 1:8, 10, 12-13 
 

8 Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of 
dignities. 
 
10 But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as 
brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves. 
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12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without 
fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruits withereth, 
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 
13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved 
the blackness of darkness for ever. 

 
In these verses, Jude expresses the vileness of these individuals who have come into the midst of the 
congregations. 
 
Adam Clarke states, 
 
“Speak evil to those things which they know not…they revile that which ever protect their own persons and 
their property…They are destitute of reflection; their minds are uncultivated; they follow their natural instinct 
and are slaves to their animal propensities…They are haters of their brethren, and they that are such are 
murderers; and by their false doctrine they corrupt and destroy the souls of the people…For the sake of gain 
they corrupt the Word of God and refine away its meaning and let it down so as to suit the passions of the 
profligate…It appears that these persons opposed the authority of the apostles…these  persons, unholy and 
impure as they were, still continued to have outward fellowship with the Church!…They have the form and 
office of the teachers of righteousness, and from such appearances pure doctrine may be naturally 
expected…[but] they have none…They have the appearance of ministers of the gospel, but they have no 
fruit…[They are] dead in sin…[and] they lost the grace they had before received…They are…going headlong 
into that outer darkness where there are wailing, and weeping, and gnashing of teeth.”29   
 
How could it be such vile and despicable individuals manifesting such qualities could find their way into the 
congregations of the Church? The gospel net brings many to the doors of the Church. Most are sincere in their 
desire for repentance and come seeking forgiveness for sins of their past. There are those, however, who in the 
words of Jesus, “which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Matthew 
7:15). These individuals are not so easily recognized by the non-suspecting members and surely there will be 
those who will only be discerned by those who have the spirit. Jude is warning each of us to be alert and to live 
our lives so we may be sensitive to the whispering of the spirit. 
 
Jude 1:14-16 
 

14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousand of his saints, 
15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their 
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 
16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh 
great swelling words, having men’s persons in admiration because of advantage. 
 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Jude and Enoch, though separated by three thousand years, unite their voices in testifying of the glory and 
judgment that will attend the Second Coming. In speaking of the condemnation that will befall “ungodly men” 
in the great day, Jude says: [quotes Jude 1:4, 14-15]. The ten thousands of his saints are the holy angels; they 
are the righteous of the past who are already resurrected. They shall attend their Lord and shall, by assignment 
from him, ‘execute judgment.’ They are the one of whom Malachi wrote: ‘They that come shall burn them, 
saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.’ (Joseph Smith-History 1:37.) The day 
of judgment, the day of burning, ten thousands of judges ‘Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the 
world?’ Paul asked (1 Cor. 6:2)—how majestic and awesome shall this day be!”30 
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Jude 1:17-19 
 

17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoke before of the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; 
18 How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their 
own ungodly lusts. 
19 These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the spirit. 
 

In these verses, Jude is bearing his witness regarding the warning the apostles had previously given regarding 
the pending apostasy. When we heed the words of the Prophets and Apostles, we will not be caught unaware 
of the events that will transpire. As we respond to their advanced warning voice, we will be like the five 
virgins who had sufficient oil for their lamps. (see Matthew 25:1-13). 
 
David O. McKay states, 
 
“The real tragedy of following false ideals is that by doing so we stifle and sometimes choke our spirituality 
completely. The body with its five or more senses, with its appetites and passions, is essential to life and 
happiness, but in the ultimate analysis it is only a means to a higher end. When man makes its gratification an 
end in itself, he frustrates the purpose of life and descends to sensuality. 
 
“Being ‘honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good to all me,’ are attributes which contribute 
to spirituality, the highest acquisition of the soul. It is ‘the divine in man, the supreme, crowning gift that 
makes him king of all created things, the one final quality that makes him tower above all other animals.”31 
 
Jude 1:20-21 
 

20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life. 

 
How do we protect ourselves from the those who seek to destroy our faith? Jude offers the following counsel: 
 

1. [By] “building up yourselves [in] your…faith” (Jude 1:20).  
 
In other words, strengthen your own testimony of the truths of the gospel. Hold firm to the faith.  

2. [By] “praying [and seeking direction through] the Holy Ghost” (Jude 1:20).  
 
As we seek direction in our life through our daily prayers, we must heed the promptings of the Holy 
Ghost as they come into our lives. The Holy Ghost is a revelator and will warn us of those 
circumstances that will harm us.  

3. “Keep yourself in the love of God” (Jude 1:21).  
 
It was the Savior who admonishes us, “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). We 
demonstrate our love to God when we joyfully give obedience to his commandments. And, 

4. [By] “looking…unto eternal life” (Jude 1:21).  
 
As you are tempted, remember the blessings our Heavenly Father has promised to those who are 
faithful. Remember Esau, who traded away all his blessings for a bowl of mush! 
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Regardless of what Satan offers you, it will dwindle in meaning when compared to the blessing Our Heavenly 
Father has in store for you. Don’t give up today, what you will truly regret come tomorrow. 
 
Jude 1:22-23 
 

22 And of some have compassion, making a difference: 
23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by 
the flesh. 

 
Do not let your prejudices prevent you from reaching out with compassion to another who may be in need. 
You may save some by your counseling with them, while others you may need to do more, “pulling them out 
of the fire” (Jude 1:24). Don’t be afraid to turn to others for assistance. 
 
Jude 1:24-25 
 

24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy. 
25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Jude closes his epistle to the saints with the reminder that it is only through the grace of Jesus Christ we are 
able to return to the presence of the Father. He stands as our Mediator, ready to bless and strengthen us, as we 
continue our efforts to become more like Him. 
 
7. Conclusions 

As we conclude our review of the writings of the two half-brothers of Jesus, James and Jude, we are grateful 
for their acceptance to serve following Jesus’ appearance to them. 
 
We have gained much from their writings and the insight they left for us. Hopefully, we will remember their 
instructions to help us to live better lives. 
 
7.1 James 

James Chapter 1: Like Paul, James teaches the benefit afflictions can bring in our lives if we will learn to 
endure them in patience. Likewise, we are grateful for his words that had such a powerful impact upon the life 
of Joseph Smith and led him to the sacred grove to inquire of the truth himself. Each of us must ask if we also 
want to know the truth.(see James 1:5-6). 
 
We are grateful for James’ reminder to be “swift to hear, slow to speak, and slow to wrath” (James 1:19). In 
this area, as in many others, we need to be doers, not hearers only. We must remember this is especially true 
when it comes to keeping the commandments as we care for those in need. 
 
James Chapter 2: We appreciate the reminder of the importance of combining our faith with our works. If each 
principle was an oar for a boat, only when we use both our oar of faith combined with our oar of works, would 
our boat go forward. If we use only one or the other oar, regardless if it was our faith or our works oar, we 
would just go in a circle. 
 
James Chapter 3: James teaches the importance being obedient followers rather than seeking for positions of 
leadership. If we persist to seek only our own will, we will not receive the guidance or peace we might 
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otherwise experience. He also reminds us of the power of our tongue. (see James 3:5). It can be used to speak 
words that bring peace and harmony or lead to contention. 
 
James Chapter 4: When we seek the will of the Father, rather than ours, we will be more apt to receive an 
answer to our prayers. James reminds us there is hope for those who truly love God and want to be numbered 
among His children, even if they are in the minority. When the teachings of Jesus Christ really become 
incorporated in our lives, it changes how we feel and how we act toward others. Greed and selfishness are no 
longer a part of our lives. They have been replaced with kindness and consideration toward others. We become 
actively engaged in doing good for its own sake. 
 
James Chapter 5: James begins by warning those individuals who choose to spend their lives in gathering 
riches for the express purpose of meeting their own selfish pleasures. He notes the importance of being 
prepared for the Lord’s return. While we don’t know when the Lord will return, if we are prepared, we need 
not fear. James addresses the importance of blessing the sick. The latter-day restoration of the priesthood now 
enables the sick to receive a blessing. He concludes with the importance of missionary work and the blessings 
it brings. 
 
Like Paul, James would liken our life to a race. I think he would tell us, “life is not a fifty-yard sprint instead, 
it is a twenty-six-mile marathon, therefore, be patient, and endure to the end.” 
 
7.2 Jude 

Jude, James younger brother, left us a much shorter letter, but nevertheless important counsel. He reminded us 
that we must “earnestly contend for the faith” (Jude 1:3). We can never take our faith for granted. Just as there 
were those spirits who rejected the plan of the Father and “kept not their first estate” (Jude 1:6), he warns us 
there are those individuals who, then and now, seek to destroy our faith and teach us false doctrines. He gave 
us four steps that if we will follow them, they will help us strengthen us against apostasy. These include: 
Strengthen your testimony; Heed the promptings of the Holy Ghost; Keep the commandments; and, 
Remember the blessings you have been promised if you are faithful. 
 
Jude concludes his words of admonition by reminding us to be compassionate toward those in need, including 
the spiritually lost. Also, we are all dependent upon the grace and support of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 
for our eternal salvation. 
 
Thanks to both of you for your messages and your words of warning and caution. 
 
Our next chapter, focuses on the two letters written by the Apostle Peter. 
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