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Chapter 43: A Chosen Generation 

Reading Outline: 

 1 Peter 
 2 Peter 

1.  The Letters of Peter 
2.  Introduction to First Peter 
3.  Book of First Peter 

3.1. First Peter 1 
3.2. First Peter 2 
3.3. First Peter 3 
3.4. First Peter 4 
3.5. First Peter 5 

4.  Similarities to Second Peter and Jude 
5.  Introduction to Second Peter 
6.  Book of Second Peter 

6.1. Second Peter 1 
6.2. Second Peter 2 
6.3. Second Peter 3 

7.  Conclusions 
7.1. First Peter 
7.2. Second Peter 

1. The Letters of Peter 

Richard Lloyd Anderson states, 
 
The Gospels mention Peter more often than anyone except Christ. Peter’s name appears nearly 100 times in 
these books, from his earliest travels to seek out John the Baptist to his final days with the resurrected Jesus… 
 
“The Gospels give almost day-to-day pictures of Peter’s growth. The first half of Acts drops his story in favor 
of Paul after the Jerusalem Council. Although Peter lived nearly two decades more, the New Testament gives 
only glimpses of this period. 
 
“One instance concerns his ministry in Antioch about A.D. 50. Paul blames him for not eating with the 
Gentiles in the presence of Jews but admits that Peter, James, and John had decided to concentrate on 
missionary work to the Jews. (Gal. 2:9-14). The episode is valuable because it shows that Peter was in several 
major cities of the empire, not as bishop of Antioch or of Rome, but as a traveling Apostle above the stationary 
bishops. 
 
“When the Corinthians challenged Paul’s practices, he reminded them that Peter and the Lord’s brothers were 
traveling with their wives among the Christian churches. (1 Cor. 9:5). Was Peter’s main mission field Asia 
Minor? His first letter addressed the Saints in five Asian provinces and perhaps was written to strengthen his 
converts. (1 Pet. 1:1). Substantial groups of Jews then lived in those areas.”1 
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It would be understandable that Peter, as the President of the Church, following the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, would be responsible to oversee the growth of the Church and to provide leadership to those who were 
called to preside in the various areas. The training he had received at the hand of the Savior would be 
invaluable in his new responsibility. It would not be surprising if more of his letters of instruction and 
admonishment were to be discovered, but until then we must be grateful for the two letters that have survived. 
 
2. Introduction to First Peter 

“Sent from: “…this letter was written from ‘Babylon,’ the early Christian code name for Rome, 
indicating Peter’s final ministry in the center of the empire [Asia Minor] so frequently 
referred to in early sources. (See 1 Pet. 5:13).”2 

Sent to: “…addressing Christians of the five major provinces in that area [Asia Minor]. (See 1 
Pet. 1:1).”3 

Date: “…it was probably in the early sixties when Paul wrote his first letter…”4 

Purpose: “Throughout 1 and 2 Peter, concern is expressed for the salvation and sanctification of 
the flock, reminding the faithful that this can be obtained only through the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ and performances of the ordinances of the priesthood…Peter also provides 
information about the salvation of the dead (1 Pet. 3:18-22; 4:6), and he exhorts all 
members of the Church to be holy, to feed the flock, to be humble, and to secure 
salvation through making their calling and election sure (1 Pet. 4-5; 2 Pet. 1). A final 
concern is expressed for the spiritual welfare of the Church, which Peter warns will soon 
experience the teaching of false doctrines that will threaten individual salvation (2 Pet. 2-
3).”5 

Main themes: “The letter’s main theme centers on how the Saints might respond to suffering and 
persecution in order to receive great blessings, and it gives warnings and preparations for 
ominous days ahead.”6 

 
3. Book of First Peter 

3.1. First Peter 1 

1 Peter 1:1-2 
 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers [Gentiles] scattered throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be 
multiplied. 

 
Bryan Richards states, 
 
“Spiritually speaking, he [Peter] does not consider them [the Gentile converts] Gentiles or strangers. By virtue 
of their adoption into the House of Israel at baptism, they were neither strangers to the gospel nor to the House 
of Israel. By physical births they were Gentiles. By spiritual rebirth, they were ‘born again, not of corruptible 
seed [Gentile forefathers), but of incorruptible (the Spirit of God), by the word of God,’ ‘begotten…again unto 
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.’ (1 Pet. 1:23, 3).”7 
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1 Peter 1:6-7 
 

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations: 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ: 

 
New Testament (Seminary) Student Study Guide states, 
 
“Near the end of his [Peter’s] life, persecution by the Roman empire increased and life as a Christian became 
more dangerous. Many of the faithful members of the Church were executed for their beliefs.”8 
 
Times of persecution and execution, often act as a refiner’s fire for the faithful. For some, the pressure 
becomes too great, and they leave the faith; for others it serves as a time of strengthening their testimony and 
determination to endure to the end. It is often the confirming knowledge the gospel is true that sustains them 
even during difficult times. Peter reminds those who remain faithful will also receive blessings upon the return 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Peter 1:8-9 
 

8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

 
Peter is encouraging the members to hold firm to the testimony they received though the witness of the Spirit 
that led them to become members of the Church and which had previously sustained them. This sacred witness 
remains true and unchanged. 
 
1 Peter 1:10 
 

10 Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you: 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“All the ancient prophets sought salvation and prophesied of the coming of Christ and his sufferings and 
atoning sacrifice. They knew beforehand, by the power of the Holy Ghost, what God had in store for the 
Meridian Saints. And so glorious is the message of redemption that even the angels desire to learn of it.”9 
 
1 Peter 1:13-15 
 

13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is 
to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your 
ignorance: 
15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 

 
Peter’s admonition to “gird up the loins of your mind,” is confirmed by the words of Ezra Taft Benson: 
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“Great battles can make great heroes, but great heroes will make great battles. You will never have a better 
opportunity to be greater hero in a more crucial battle than in the battle you will face today and in the 
immediate future. Be warned that some of the greatest battles you will face will be fought within the silent 
chambers of your own soul.”10  
 
1 Peter 1:19-20 
 

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
20 Who [Jesus Christ] verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifest in these last times for you, 

 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“Our revelations, ancient and modern, abound in pronouncements relative to the law of foreordination, both as 
it applies to specific individuals called according to the foreknowledge of God to special labors in mortality 
and as it applies to the blessings promised that host of valiant souls who are born in the lineage of Israel and 
who hear the voice of the Good Shepherd and come into his sheepfold on earth. 
 
“Christ himself is the great prototype of all foreordained prophets. He was chosen in the councils of eternity to 
be the Savior and Redeemer…’Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world’ (1 Pet. 1:19-
20), as the one who should come in the meridian of time to work out the infinite and eternal atonement. For 
4,000 years all the prophets testified of his coming and proclaimed his goodness and grace.”11 
 
It was prophesied Jesus Christ, as the Son of God, would come to earth in the meridian of time. He alone had 
the attributes necessary to bring about the salvation of all mankind, and to provide them the opportunity for 
exaltation. 
 
1 Peter 1:24-25 
 

24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, 
and the flower thereof falleth away: 
25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is 
preached unto you. 

 
Man’s lifespan upon earth is temporary and fleeting in comparison to the word of the God that endures 
forever. The scriptures contain the word of God and we can always turn to them for strength and spiritual 
renewal. It has been said when we want to speak to God, we pray; When He wants to speak to us, He does so 
through His scriptures. 
 
3.2. First Peter 2 

1 Peter 2:2 
 

2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 
 
There is a natural process to follow in order to facilitate the growth and development of a newborn infant. It 
begins with liquids, not solids. It is a similar process with the growth of a convert in the gospel. They first 
obtain a surer knowledge of the first principles of the gospel, before proceeding to learn further doctrines. The 
following counsel was given by the Lord to Hyrum Smith. Shortly after his baptism, Hyrum was anxious to 
begin teaching the gospel to others. 
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Doctrine and Covenants 11:15-17  
 

15 Behold, I command you that ye need not suppose that you are called to preach until you are 
called. 
16 Wait a little longer, until you shall have my word, my rock, my church, and my gospel, that 
you may know of a surety my doctrine. 
17 And then, behold, according to your desires, yea, even according to your faith shall it be done 
unto you. 
 

1 Peter 2:7-8 
 

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone 
which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 
8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being 
disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 

 
Robert J. Matthews states, 
 
“The prophets had revealed that Jesus would be rejected of the world, and they declared that even so, he is the 
only way to salvation. Therefore, it is written that ‘the stone which the builders refused is become the head 
stone of the corner.’ (Ps. 118:22.) Jesus told the rulers of the Jews that he was that stone, and added that 
‘whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to 
powder.’ (Matt. 21:44.) 
 
“And Peter, declaring to the people that Jesus of Nazareth was raised from the dead, said that ‘this is the stone 
which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.’ (Acts 
4:11-12.) Therefore, Jesus is called a stumbling stone to those that reject him… (1 Pet. 2:8.) The Nephite 
prophet Jacob explained that ‘by the stumbling of the Jews they will reject the stone upon which they might 
build and have safe foundation. But…this stone shall become the great, and the last, and the only sure 
foundation upon which the Jews can build.’ (B/M, Jacob 4:15-16).”12 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 
 

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light: 
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained 
mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 

 
Gordon B. Hinckley states, 
 
“…we live in a time when the gospel of Jesus Christ has been restored. This is the dispensation of the fullness 
of times, when all that the Lord placed upon the earth in prior generations has come forth in this generation, to 
bless those of us who are members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. How thankful we ought 
to be! How anxious we ought to be to do that which the Lord would have us do. Out of the gratitude which we 
have in our hearts, we ought to be willing to do anything that He asks us—to live the Word of Wisdom, to pay 
our tithes and offerings, to be active in the Church, to carry responsibilities, to reach out to those who come 
into the Church and help them and friendship them that they may remain true and faithful. My brothers and 
sisters, ‘Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood.”13 
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Peter saw our day and rejoiced in the blessings we would receive. Now the day has arrived, will we rejoice in 
the blessings that are ours and do our part to extend these blessings to those who have not yet received them? 
Will we be an example in word and deed to those around us? Will we keep our covenants? 
 
The word, “peculiar” has been an offense to some who have assumed that it means “eccentric, unusual, 
different,” qualities they find undesirable. The word, taken from the Greek means purchased, preserved; 
referenced in Exodus 19:5 segullah, it meaning is ‘special possession or property.” (see footnote 9f, 1 Peter 2:9 
in LDS Holy Bible, 1979, 1546). We read in Deuteronomy 7:6, “the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a 
special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.” How blessed and special we 
are to have been purchased and chosen by the Lord. 
 
1 Peter 2:19-23 
 

19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully. 
20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted [hit, slap] for your faults, ye shall take it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God. 
21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that ye should follow his steps: 
22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 
23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but 
committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 
 

Chart 1: Peter’s Teachings Parallel with Isaiah (order altered) 
 

1 Peter 2:21-25 
 

21 Christ also suffered for us, 
 
 
22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth: 
 
23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 

 
24 Who his own self bare our sins… 
 
24 by whose stripes ye were healed. 
 
25 For ye were as sheep going astray; 

Isaiah 53: 4. 9 7, 5, 6 (order changed for clarity) 
 

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows: 
 
9 he had done no violence, neither was any deceit 
in his mouth. 
 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, ye he 
opened not his mouth: 
 
12 and he bare the sins of many, 
 
5 and with his stripes we are healed. 
 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

Reference14 
 
Howard W. Hunter states, 
 
“Christ’s supreme sacrifice can find full fruition in our lives only as we accept the invitation to follow him. 
This call is not irrelevant, unrealistic, or impossible. To follow an individual means to watch him or listen to 
him closely; to accept his authority, to take him as a leader, and to obey him; to support and advocate his 
ideas; and to take him as a model. Each of us can accept this challenge. Peter said, ‘Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps’ (1 Pet. 2:21). Just as teachings that do not conform to 
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Christ’s doctrine are false, so a life that does not conform to Christ’s example is misdirected, and may not 
achieve its high potential destiny.”15 
 
3.3 First Peter 3 

1 Peter 3:1-2 
 
1 Likewise, ye wives be in subjection to your own 
husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they 
also may without the word be won by the 
conversation of the wives; 
 
2 While they behold your chaste conversation 
coupled with fear. 

JST, 1 Peter 3:1-2 
 
1 Likewise, ye wives be in subjection to your 
husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also 
may without the word be won by the conduct of 
the wives; 
 
2 While they behold your chaste conduct coupled 
with fear. 

 
The singular difference in 1 Peter 3:1-2 in the King James Bible and the Joseph Smith Translation is the word, 
“conduct,” replacing the word, “conversation.” When differences arise, a solution is often forthcoming when 
the individuals conduct themselves in a pleasing manner. Actions may succeed, when words do not. 
 
Stephen R. Covey states, 
 
“The wife is called to love and sustain the husband, and I believe nothing will do more to encourage and 
chasten him in his stewardship than consistent acceptance, unconditional love, and steadfast sustaining. If he is 
absolutely unworthy, or consistently makes unrighteous demands, then she might counsel with the steward 
over him, the bishop, but she is not to be his judge and punisher. (See Ephesians 5:22-24).”16 
 
N. Eldon Tanner states, 
 
“I often wonder if women realize what it means to a husband to have a loving wife encourage him and express 
confidence in him…A mother must realize that every word she speaks, every act, every response, and every 
mood—even her appearance and dress—affects the lives of the children and the whole family. She must be 
strong, joyful, sweet, kind, loving, and considerate, always showing great faith in God.”17 
 
1 Peter 3:4-5 
 

4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 
5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned 
themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands. 
 

The spirit the woman brings to the marriage relationship must be one of peace and harmony. When that spirit 
is present, the Lord is pleased and can then bless her marriage. 
 
1 Peter 3:7-8, 10-11 
 

7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, 
as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be 
not hindered. 
8 Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, 
be courteous: 
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10 For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips 
that they speak no guile: 
11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue [pursue, follow eagerly] it. 

 
Russell M. Nelson states, 
 
“As fathers we should have love unbounded for the mothers of our children. We should accord to them the 
gratitude, respect, and praise that they deserve. Husbands, to keep alive the spirit of romance in your marriage, 
be considerate and kind in the tender intimacies of your married life. Let your thoughts and actions inspire 
confidence and trust. Let your words be wholesome and your time together be uplifting. Let nothing in life 
take priority over your wife—neither work, recreation, nor hobby. 
 
“An ideal marriage is a true partnership between two imperfect people, each striving to complement the other, 
to keep the commandments, and to do the will of the Lord.”18    
 
While it is the husband who holds the priesthood, it is the wife who sets the spirit in the home. When the 
priesthood is present, the conduit may be open from heaven, but revelation does not come unless there is a 
spirit of righteousness and harmony present. Therefore, the full benefit of the priesthood requires the joint 
contribution of both the husband and wife. 
 
1 Peter 3:15-16 
 

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 
16 Having a good conscience;…  

  
It is important we are willing to share our beliefs with those around us. If we fail to open our mouths, we may 
miss the opportunity to bring the light of the gospel into the life of another. We will feel more secure in our 
ability to share if we have obtained the oil of preparation, and if our testimony of the gospel is strong and 
vibrant. 
 
Harold B. Lee states, 
 
“You cannot lift another soul until you are standing on higher ground than he is…You can’t light a fire in 
another soul unless it is burning in your own soul.”19   
 
1 Peter 3:18-20 
 

18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 
19 By which also he went and preached unto the spirits  in prison; 
20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 

 
New Testament (Seminary) Student Study Guide states, 
 
“On 3 October, 1918, President Joseph F. Smith sat pondering these verses from 1 Peter. The eyes of his 
understanding were opened and he saw the hosts of the dead and was shown how the gospel is preached to 
those who have died. We have his account of that vision in Doctrine and Covenants 138. It tells us that the 
Lord visited the spirit world while His body lay in the tomb. He gathered the righteous spirit around Him and 
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organized them into a missionary force. They accepted an assignment to teach the gospel to the spirits in 
prison. 
 
“The work…[done] in [latter day] temples provide necessary ordinances for those who accept the gospel in the 
spirit world. In this way, all of Heavenly Father’s children have an opportunity to accept the gospel and 
receive all the essential saving ordinances.”20 
  
The Vision of Joseph F. Smith reveals the following truths: 
 

1. Christ was as concerned with the salvation of the dead as He was for the living 

2. The spirits of those who were wicked are separated from those who are righteous. (See Luke 16:19-
31.) 

3. During Christ’s visit to the Spirit world, He organized the missionary work that provided the dead the 
opportunity to hear the gospel 

4. Upon receiving the gospel, the dead were eligible to receive the requisite ordinances that could only be 
performed in the temple on earth 

5. Man has the opportunity to progress beyond the grave, because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Death 
is not the end 

 
3.4 First Peter 4 

1 Peter 4:2 
 

1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us 
in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same 
mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath 
ceased from sin; 
2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time 
in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God. 

 

JST, 1 Peter 4:2 
 

1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us 
in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same 
mind;  
 
2 For you who have suffered in the flesh should 
cease from sin, that you no longer the rest of your 
time in the flesh, should live to the lusts of men, 
but to the will of God.  

 
The difference in the King James Bible from the Joseph Smith Translation clarifies it is not Christ who needs 
to cease from sin, but us. This is congruent with the fact that Christ is without sin, while each of us have 
sinned. We must, however, continue to strive to live our lives according “to the will of God” as did our 
exemplar, Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Peter 4:4 
 

4 Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking 
evil of you: 

 
It is not unusual when we make changes in our lives, those who were once our friends may change. The 
activities we once participated in may no longer have the same appeal. This is especially true regarding alcohol 
and drug use. It is also true regarding spiritual matters. In some instances, our former friends may chide us 
regarding the changes we have made; maybe even hoping they will only be temporary. It is during these 
occasions when we must make a firm decision regarding the changes we have made, even if it results in giving 
up our friends. 
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1 Peter 4:5-6 
 
5 Who shall give account to him that is ready to 
judge the quick and the dead. 
 
6 For this cause was the gospel preached also to 
them that are dead, that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh, but live according 
to God in the spirit. 
 

JST, 1 Peter 4:5-6 
 
5 Who shall give account to him that is ready to 
judge the quick and the dead. 
 
6 Because of this, is the gospel preached to them 
who are dead, that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh, but live in the spirit 
according to the will of God.  

 
The differences between the King James Bible and the Joseph Smith Translation make it clear that the gospel 
is to be preached to those who are dead, ‘that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live in 
the spirit” (JST, 1 Peter 4:6). There is only one gospel and its truths apply to both the living and the dead. 
Because the dead did not have the opportunity to hear the gospel during their mortal life, it is necessary for 
them to be taught these principles in the Spirit world after they have departed this life. (see 1 Peter 3:18-20.) 
 
1 Peter 4:8 
 

8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover [JST: 
preventeth] the multitude of sins. 

 
The correction offered by the Joseph Smith Translation makes it clear that charity does not “cover a multitude 
of sins” (1 Peter 4:8), but instead charity “preventeth a multitude of sins” (JST, 1 Peter 4:8). You might ask, 
“How is this possible?” If I treat my brother with kindness, patience, longsuffering--the attributes of charity--
he is more apt to treat me in a similar way. In this manner, our actions toward each other serve to prevent each 
of us from committing the sins of contention, anger or even bodily harm to each other. 
 
Brigham Young states, 
 
“In its wording this is not literally correct, for charity does not cover up, hide, or justify actual iniquity. It 
covers up a multitude of improprieties and weaknesses that some are inclined to supposed to be sins.”21 
 
1 Peter 4:11 
 

11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of 
the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
The Oracles of God are “Members of the First Presidency, Council of the Twelve and the Patriarch of the 
Church—because they are appointed and sustained as prophets, seer, and revelators to the Church—are known 
as the living oracles… [This term may also be applied to] All those who preach the gospel [as they] have the 
obligation to do it by revelation so that they themselves, as they teach, are acting as oracles to their hearers.”22 
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1 Peter 4:12-14, 16 
 

12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you: 
13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 
14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God 
resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 
  
16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this 
behalf. 

 
Peter is reminding the members of the Church in fulfillment of prophecy that the saints of His Church would 
be subjected to trials and persecution. It has been said trials and persecutions, if they don’t kill us, help to 
refine and purify our faith in God and His Son, Jesus Christ. Some, including Peter himself, would be called 
upon to yet be martyrs for the Church. 
 
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet state, 
 
“Nephi saw in vision…the great and abominable church in two separate time periods: the period following the 
New Testament era, wherein the mother of harlots would essentially be apostate Christianity; and it rise in the 
last days to global status. After the restoration of the gospel in its fullness, Lucifer’s forces—social, economic, 
political, fraternal, and religious—would become rampant in defiance of the church of the Lamb of God.”23 
 
1 Peter 4:17-18 
 

17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, 
what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 
18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? 

 
God will have a pure people who will serve Him and be obedient to their covenants. That was as true during 
the time of Peter, as it is now. 
 
Ezra Taft Benson states, 
 
“There is a real sifting going on in the Church, and it is going to become more pronounced with the passing of 
time. It will sift the wheat from the tares, because we face some difficult days, the like of which we have never 
experienced in our lives. And those days are going to require faith and testimony and family unity, the like of 
which we have never had.”24 
 
1 Peter 4:19 
 

19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls 
to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 
 

Joseph Smith states, 
 
“Our only confidence can be in God, our only wisdom obtained from Him: and He alone must be our protector 
and safeguard, spiritually and temporally, or we fall.”25 
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Just as the Saints relied on the inspired word of their leaders, Peter and the Apostles, we must seek to obey the 
words of our Latter-day Prophets and Apostles. They will continue to guide and direct us, through revelation 
from the Lord Jesus Christ. We will yet go through difficult times, but we will survive, firm in the faith, on 
this side of the veil or the other. 
 
3.5. First Peter 5 

1 Peter 5:2-4 
 

2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
3 Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 
4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. 

 
One of the greatest responsibilities we have in the Church is to care for one another. Today this responsibility 
has been given to those who have been called to minister to the individual or family. As often as is necessary, 
the one called to minister, visit the homes of each of the members to ensure that there are none who are in need 
of assistance, temporal or spiritual, so that their needs may be made known to the leaders. If, we fail in this 
responsibility, we will be held accountable by the Savior. Was it not Peter himself who received this 
responsibility from Jesus? Following his resurrection, Jesus met with his Apostles on the shore of Galilee. His 
charge to Peter was, “Feed my lambs. Feed my sheep. Feed my sheep.” (John 21:15-17). Peter, as President of 
the Church, is giving the leaders this calling and the blessings that accompany it. 
 
Marion G. Romney states,  
 
“…home teachers—priesthood bearers—carry the heavy and glorious responsibility, of representing the Lord 
Jesus Christ, in looking after the welfare of each member…”26 
 
1 Peter 5:5-7 
 

5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to 
another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble. 
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due 
time. 
7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 

 
Neal A. Maxwell states, 
 
“As part of his infinite atonement, Jesus knows “according to the flesh” all that through which we pass (Alma 
7:11-12). He has borne the sins, griefs, sorrows, and, declared Jacob, the pains of every man, woman, and 
child (see 2 Ne. 9:21). Having been perfected in His empathy, Jesus thus knows how to succor us. 
 
“We can, therefore, actually do as Peter urged and cast our cares upon the Lord (see 1 Pet. 5:7). He is familiar 
with them, including even the feeling of being forsaken (see Mark 14:50, Mark 15:34). Nothing is beyond His 
redeeming reach or encircling empathy. Therefore, we should not complain about our own life’s not being a 
rose garden when we remember who wore the crown of thorns!”27 
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Humility is one of the most important attributes we can develop. When we are humble, we are receptive to the 
direction of others, including the whispering of the Holy Ghost. We turn to the Lord for strength and comfort. 
We know that without Him, we will fail, but with His support and guidance we cannot fail. 
 
1 Peter 5:8-10 
 

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour: 
9 Whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the world. 
10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that 
ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

 
We are warned the devil, like a lion, “walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). We cannot 
afford to let our guard down. We must be alert to the temptations he puts in our path designed to lead us away 
from the truth as we know it. 
 
Joseph B. Wirthlin states, 
 
“We are all vulnerable to attack. However, we can fortify ourselves with the protection provided by a burning 
testimony that, like a bonfire, has been built adequately and maintained carefully. 
 
“Unfortunately, some in the Church may believe sincerely that their testimony is a raging bonfire when it 
really is little more that the faint flickering of a candle. Their faithfulness has more to do with habit than 
holiness, and their pursuit of personal righteousness almost always takes a back seat to their pursuit of personal 
interests and pleasures. With such a feeble light of testimony for protection, these travelers on life’s highways 
are easy prey [for the lions] of the adversary.”28 
 
1 Peter 5:13 
 

13 The church that is at Babylon [aka. Rome], elected together with you, saluteth you; and so 
doth Marcus my son. 

 
The Life and Teachings of Jesus and his Apostles (Institute) Student Manual states, 
 
“John Mark [Marcus], commonly known as Mark, is the author of the Gospel of that name. He was the son of 
one of the leading women in the early church in Jerusalem. Believers assembled at her home, and Peter 
returned there after being freed from prison (Acts 12:12-17). John Mark was chosen as a companion of Paul 
and Barnabas as they left on the first missionary journey (Acts 12:25; 13:5) but for an unnamed reason he left 
the two brethren about halfway into the journey (Acts 13:13)… Peter speaks of Mark as his son and as being 
with him in Babylon—probably Rome (1 Peter 5:13). An ancient tradition states that Mark wrote his gospel in 
Rome, taking his material directly from Peter.”29 
 
4. Similarities of Second Peter and Jude 

Richard Lloyd Anderson states, 
 
“Jude and 2 Peter are so closely connected that one quotes from the other, or both quote from a common 
source. [Contrast 2 Peter 3:2-3 with Jude 1:17-18].”30  
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You will recall, Jude and James are half-brothers to Jesus Christ. It is likely Peter and Jude, based 
upon their joint love for their savior, developed a close friendship reflected in their writings. 
 
5. Introduction to Second Peter 

“Sent from: Sent from Rome. 

Sent to: “It was apparently addressed to the same churches as the first (2 Peter 3:1).”31  

Date: “Determining a date for 2 Peter is more problematic. As Paul did in his final letter to 
Timothy, Peter speaks in his second letter of shortly putting “off this my tabernacle, even 
as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me” (2 Pet. 1:14), possibly a reference to the 
resurrected Lord’s prophecy of Peter’s crucifixion. (See John 21:18-19.) Since the first 
Christian chronologies state that Peter was martyred in Nero’s last years (A.D. 67-68), 
the letter would have been written before then.”32 

Purpose: Denial of the Second Coming and apostasy (2 Peter 3:4; 17). 

Main themes: Partake of the divine nature; Making calling and election sure; Apostasy in church; False 
teachers; Condition of apostates; and, Rejection of the Second Coming, then and now. 

 
6. Book of Second Peter 

6.1. Second Peter 1 

2 Peter 1:3-4, 10 
 

3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if 
ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 

 
Peter is greatly concerned regarding the apostasy occurring among the church members. As the persecution of 
the Christians intensifies, there are many who depart from the faith. There are also those within the Church 
[see writings of Jude] who are teaching false doctrine, thereby breeding confusion and doubt among the 
membership. 
 
The solution Peter is offering to the Saints then, and to us now, is to make their calling and election sure. This 
process will serve to cement their knowledge of Jesus Christ and in the doctrines of the gospel. It will provide 
them with greater strength to combat the false teachings of others. 
 
Regarding making your calling and election sure, Joseph Smith taught, 
 
“After a person has faith in Christ, repents of his sins, and is baptized for the remission of his sins and receives 
the Holy Ghost (by the laying on of hands), which is the first Comforter, then let him continue to humble 
himself before God, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, and living by every word of God, and the 
Lord will soon say unto him, Son, thou shall be exalted. When the Lord has thoroughly proved him, and finds 
that the man is determined to serve him at all hazards, then the man will find his calling and election made 
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sure, then it will be his privilege to receive the other Comforter.’ To receive the other Comforter is to have 
Christ appear to him and to see the visions of eternity. (Teachings, pp. 149-151.).”33 
 
In order for an individual to meet the qualifications of having their “calling and election made sure,” it will 
require them to strengthening their testimony of the gospel and their determination to serve the Lord at all 
costs. As they do so, they will receive a second Comforter, even Jesus Christ, to direct and guide their lives. 
 
2 Peter 1:5-8 
 

5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren [idle, 
unprofitable] nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Ezra Taft Benson states, 
 
“The Savior declared that life eternal is to know the only true God and His Son Jesus Christ (see John 17:3). If 
this is true, and I bear you my solemn witness that it is true, then we must ask how we come to know God. The 
process of adding one godly attribute to another, as described by Peter [2 Peter 1:5-7], becomes the key to 
gaining this knowledge that leads to eternal life. Oh, my beloved brethren, I pray that these qualities and 
attributes of the Savior may abound in us so that when we stand at the Judgment and He asks each one of us, 
‘What manner of man are ye?’ we can raise our heads in gratitude and joy and answer, ‘Even as thou art.”34 
 
May I suggest that Peter has also identified those attributes that are necessary if we truly desire to have our 
calling and election made sure. 
 
2 Peter 1:9 
 

9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he 
was purged from his old sins. 

 
Neal A. Maxwell states, 
 
“Another important insight is that knowledge is intended to travel in a convoy of other Christian virtues. It 
does not have final fullness, by itself. If one possesses some knowledge, as Peter said, but ‘lacketh’ these other 
qualities, he ‘cannot see afar off.’ (2 Pet. 1:5-9). A most interesting concept. Precious perspective is missing 
unless knowledge is accompanied by these other truths and qualities. Other insights bear down upon us as 
Latter-day Saints. Brilliance, by itself, is not wholeness nor happiness. Knowledge, if possessed for its own 
sake and unapplied, leaves one’s life unadorned. A Church member, for instance, might describe the Lord’s 
doctrines but not qualify to enter the Lord’s house. One could produce much commentary without being 
exemplary. One might be intellectually brilliant but Bohemian in behavior. One might use his knowledge to 
see preeminence or dominion. Such are not Jesus’ ways, for He asks that perception and implementation be 
part of the same spiritual process.”35 
 
How sad it is when we forget the witness we once had of the truth. The vision we had of the eternities and who 
we could become grows dim in our mind. Even the pain previous sins brought to our life has been replace with 
a desire to begin old habits again. When we turn away from the light of the gospel, we return to the land of 
darkness. 
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2 Peter 1:12-13 
 

12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though 
ye know them, and be established in the present truth. 
13 Yea, I think it meet [right, just], as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting 
you in remembrance; 

 
When our forgetting is replaced by our remembering, the darkness that clouded our vision, is replaced by the 
light of the gospel. As our witness of the truth is restored, we see clearly who we can become; we can repent of 
our sins, and we can become clean and pure again. Our testimony of the truth has become bright again. 
 
2 Peter 1:16-18 
 

16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him 
from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 

 
Peter has borne his testimony to the world. As one of the Lord’s eyewitnesses, Peter spoke of his personal 
experience on the occasion when he, along with James and John, ascended with Christ, the Mount of 
Transfiguration. While here they saw in vision, Moses and Elijah, and heard the voice of God the Eternal 
Father bear witness of the divinity of his Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Here Peter received the keys to the 
kingdom of God on earth and with his companions, the promise of exaltation. He is one of the witnesses of 
these divine truths. 
 
Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“We have to put an approving, divine seal on the doctrine that we teach, and that seal is the seal of testimony, 
the seal of a personal knowledge borne of the Holy Ghost. 
 
“Now Peter could have reasoned at great length, and after having so done people could have argued with him 
and said, ‘You don’t understand the scriptures. Your interpretations are in error. This or that is wrong.’ But 
you can’t argue with a testimony…You can say, as Festus said to Paul: ‘Thou art beside thyself; much learning 
doth make thee mad’ (Acts 26:24), but in the final analysis all you can do is accept or reject the witness that is 
borne. It is either true or it is false. There is no middle ground.”36 
 

2 Peter 1:19 
 
19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 

JST, 2 Peter 1:19 
 
19 We have therefore a more sure knowledge of 
the word of prophecy, to which word of prophecy 
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light which 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and 
the day star arise in your hearts; 

 
The differences between the King James Bible and the Joseph Smith Translation is apparent. To have a “more 
sure knowledge of the word of prophecy” is to have greater spiritual confirmation as to its verity. Once again, 
Peter is sharing his witness regarding the spiritual knowledge he gained as he was instructed by Jesus Christ 
Himself. He now knows for himself the truths of heaven. He has had his calling and election made sure. 
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2 Peter 1:20-21 
 

20 Know this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 
21 For the prophecy came not in old times by the will of man: but holy men of God who spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
 

Gordon B. Hinckley states, 
 
“These prophet leaders…[have] given us the simple, direct words of God as they were impressed upon them 
after much soul-searching; and sometimes because of a great crisis, they were under the influence of that 
greatest of all spiritual endowments, the gift of the Holy Ghost, one of the Godhead.”37  
 
We would do well to heed Peter’s warning and to follow the counsel and direction of our inspired leaders. It is 
important we always seek personal direction from the Holy Ghost as we individually seek to understand the 
word of God. 
 
6.2. Second Peter 2 

2 Peter 2:1-2 
 

1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 
2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil 
spoken of. 

 
 
Neal A. Maxwell states, 
 
“Regarding the various view mortals hold about Jesus Christ, disbelievers and near-believers simply do not 
accept Him as mankind’s great Redeemer Some of these individuals see Jesus as an admirable but passing 
moral teacher who was confined to small geographic space and a very brief period of history. Jesus ends up in 
their view as a very good man. But not as a redeeming God! Moreover, since others were crucified in that 
period of time, Christ’s crucifixion occupies no special place in their schemes of things. Hence these 
individuals deny the Lord ‘that bought them’ (2 Peter 2:1)”38 
 
Just as there were those in Peter’s time who denied the resurrection of Jesus Christ, including His suffering 
and atonement, there are those today who share similar feelings. They deny the things of the spirit, without 
having ever made a sincere effort to know if they are true. They choose instead to serve the false idols of the 
world, who state they are free to live a lifestyle with little personal responsibility. For them, religion would 
only curtail their newly discovered freedom. Not until it begins to rain, as it did during the days of Noah, or the 
sky begins to darken, as it did in the days of Sodom and Gomorrah, will they begin to question if maybe they 
weren’t completely free after all. 
 
2 Peter 2:13 
 

13 And [they] shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot 
in the day time…sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you. 

 
Peter, like Jude, recognized those who were deceivers had gained entrance into the congregations of the 
Church. They had found a place amongst the faithful where they could wreck their havoc. 
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2 Peter 2:17-19 
 

17 These [deceivers] are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom 
the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 
18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, 
through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 
19 When they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom 
a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 

 
The deceivers have the appearance of being able to provide words of wisdom and comfort, but instead are like 
empty wells or clouds that quickly pass by, providing no nourishment to the thirsty traveler or plant. Their 
words do not promote knowledge or understanding, but instead lead the individual to seek the gratification of 
the flesh. They promise freedom, while they themselves are slaves to their own appetites. 
 
Marion D. Hanks states, 
 
“I have never been able to refer to these powerful words without thinking about a clean young man of strong 
promise who followed bad counsel and bad example into tragedy, with compromise to conscience and with 
heartbreak to himself and to those who loved him… 
 
“There is no bravery in evil, no true courage in behavior that can only result in deep disappointment. There is 
no lasting joy in the euphoria resulting from substances taken into our bodies which ultimately sabotage our 
self-control, and overcome our capacity to think for ourselves, and move us to act in ways incompatible with 
our best understanding.”39 
 
2 Peter 2:21-22 
 

21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they 
had known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 
22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own 
vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 

 
Hyrum M. Smith states, 
 
“Let us see to it that we do not lose the Spirit of God by lapsing into indifference, into neglect of duty, into 
failure to pray, into disobedience, and the breaking of the commandments; into the spirit of fault-finding and 
committing of sin. One step leads to another, until by and by the Spirit is grieved and no longer strives with us. 
We can go to the extent, in our sinning and neglect, that the Spirit of God will altogether withdraw from us, 
and then when the light that is within us has become darkness, oh, how intense, indeed, is the darkness. Then 
we are left to the buffetings of Satan, to become like the waves of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed, to be 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, to be persuaded by all manner of men, never secure, never established 
in the truth, always full of anxiety and doubt, not knowing whether we are being enticed. This is a terrible 
condition. It has been said that it had been better never to have been born, than to have received the Holy 
Ghost, and then deny Him.”40 
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6.3. Second Peter 3 

2 Peter 3:1, 3-4 
 

1 This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by 
way of remembrance: 
 
3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 
4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 

 
In prophetic vision, Peter saw our day. He seeks to warn us those in the latter-days, there will be those who 
will deny the promise of the Lord regarding his Second Coming. They will argue despite the passing of years, 
He has not returned, nor do they believe He will ever return. They will also question the belief of those who 
yet look for His coming. We read in the Book of Mormon of a similar experience that occurred in ancient 
America regarding the signs to be given at the time of the birth of Jesus Christ to those living on the western 
hemisphere. The non-believers in ancient America were so adamant in their conviction the sign of Jesus birth 
would not come, they were prepared to put to death the believers. The actions of the non-believers in the latter 
days, other than disbelief toward those who believe in Christ’s Second Coming, is yet to be known. 
 
B/M, 3 Nephi 1:8-9, 19, 22 
 

8 …they [believers] did watch steadfastly for that day and that night and that day which should 
be one day as if there was no night, that they might know that their faith had not been vain. 
9 Now it came to pass that there was a day set apart by the unbelievers, that all those who 
believed in those traditions [promised sign of Jesus birth], should be put to death except the sign 
should come to pass, which had been given by Samuel the prophet. 
 
19 And it came to pass that there was no darkness in all that night, but it was as light as though 
it was mid-day. And it came to pass that the sun did rise in the morning again, according to its 
proper order; and they knew that it was the day that the Lord should be born, because of the 
sign which had been given. 
  
22 …but not withstanding these lyings and deceivings, the more part of the people did believe, 
and were converted unto the Lord. 

 
2 Peter 3:9-10 
 

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up. 

 
Peter offers the believer his confirming testimony the words of the Prophets and Apostles will be fulfilled. As 
He promised, Jesus Christ will return to earth a second time. 
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2 Peter 3:14 
 

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of 
him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 

 
In order to be among those who will greet Christ, it is essential that we continue to be diligent in keeping the 
covenants we have made. This includes being pure in both mind and body, and living exemplary lives. 
 
 
2 Peter 3:17 
 

17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away 
with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. 

 
Regardless of our activity in the Church, including the positions we have held and the covenants we have 
made, each of us are venerable to the temptations of the devil. It is essential therefore, we remain steadfast in 
our commitment to be obedient to the commandments and endure in faithfulness to the end. 
 
7. Conclusions 

As we conclude this lesson, we pause to reflect upon the insights we have gleaned from our experience. Like 
those whose writings have preceded his, Peter is steadfast in his expression of concern for the members of the 
early Church as well as those in the latter days. Just as they experienced trials of persecution and adversity, we 
will also. He seeks to both prepare us, and to strengthen us, so we may be able to endure in faithfulness. 
 
7.1. First Peter  

1 Peter Chapter 1, Peter reminds the saints that there is a benefit to be gained by the “trial of your faith” (1 
Peter 1:6). As we know, these events can serve as a refiner’s fire to purifies us and strengthen our testimonies. 
He reminds us though Christ was foreordained to His calling, He was also subjected to ridicule, rejection and 
pain. He was faithful in fulfilling His calling to be Our Savior and Redeemer. 
 
1 Peter Chapter 2, Peter refers to us as “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood…a peculiar people” (1 Peter 
2:9). We are indeed fortunate to live upon the earth during the dispensation of the fullness of times, when all 
the blessings promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will be made available. Will we rejoice and in gratitude, 
rise up, and fulfill our responsibilities as well as receive the blessings we have been promised if we are 
faithful? Will we seek to follow the example of Jesus Christ in our daily lives? 
 
1 Peter Chapter 3, Peter addresses the relationship of wives and husbands and their mutual responsibilities to 
each other. The home can truly be a piece of heaven on earth if we each do our part. Peter also reminds us of 
our responsibility to share the gospel with others. It is important that we open our mouths and not be fearful to 
share our testimony. 
 
1 Peter Chapter 3 and 4, Peter speaks of the appearance of Jesus Christ to the Spirit world and the purpose of 
His visit. The confirmation of this event was revealed to Joseph F. Smith in 1918, as he pondered these verses. 
His vision is recorded in Doctrine and Covenants, Section 138. 
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Bruce R. McConkie states, 
 
“If Peter had never recorded a syllable of scripture, except in these verses which tell of salvation for the dead, 
his name would have been enshrined forever with the greatest of the prophets. And how appropriate it is that 
such a glorious doctrine should come to us from the mouth of the chief apostle, the chief undershepherd, the 
one upon whose shoulders the Son of God had laid the burden of his kingdom in the dispensation of 
persecution and martyrdom.”41 
 
1 Peter Chapter 4, we learn from the Joseph Smith Translation that one of the purposes of the gospel being 
preached to the dead is that “they might be judged according to men in the flesh.” (JST, 1 Peter 4:6). There is 
only one gospel and its truths apply to the dead as well as the living. We also learn from the Joseph Smith 
Translation, that “charity does not cover a multitude of sins, but preventeth them” (JST, 1 Peter 4:8). It is 
important to understand while charity is a most desirable attribute, it does not cover forgiveness of sins. This 
process can only occur through our adherence to the steps of repentance. 
 
1 Peter Chapter 5, Peter, like James, reminds each member of the Church of Jesus Christ of their responsibility 
to care for the sick and the needy. In the latter-days, this responsibility has been given specifically to those 
specifically called to minister to the individual or families. This does not, however, exclude any individual or 
family from caring for others. It was Peter himself who was directed by the Lord to, “Feed my lambs. Feed by 
sheep. Feed my sheep.” (John 21:15-17). 
 
We are also warned by Peter, we spiritually cannot afford to let our guard down for the devil seeks to destroy 
us. We must ever be vigilant in our obedience to the commandments and the fulfilling of our covenants. 
 
7.2. Second Peter 

2 Peter Chapter 1: In Peter’s Second letter, he admonishes us to obtain the divine attributes that will provide us 
with the key to gaining eternal life. This blessing will lead us “to make our calling and election sure:” (2 Peter 
1:10). Peter also shares his testimony as an eyewitness regarding the divinity of Jesus Christ that He truly is 
the Son of the Living God. Peter was among those on the Mount of Transfiguration who heard the voice of 
God the Father bear witness of His Son. 
 
2 Peter, Chapter 2: Peter states in the latter days, the divinity of Jesus will come under question. There will 
also be deceivers within the Church who having lost the spirit themselves, will seek to lead others astray. 
Those who do not repent will suffer greatly because of their wickedness. 
 
2 Peter, Chapter 3: Peter warns us during the latter-days there will be those who deny Christ’s Second Coming. 
They do not believe His promise themselves, and question how others can believe. Peter assures us “the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night” (2 Peter 3:10), and the wicked will be destroyed. 
 
Peter’s closing warning to those whom he was writing, then and now, is important for each of us to remember. 
 
2 Peter 3:17 
 

17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away 
with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. 

 
We are each venerable to the temptations of the devil. It is important we hold firm to our witness of the truth 
and the covenants we have made. As we search the scriptures, they will help us feel the spirit of the Holy 
Ghost. By the power of the Holy Ghost, we will be strengthened in our testimonies of the truth and in our 
ability to resist temptation. 
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I am grateful the words of Peter have endured through the ages. He saw our day and sincerely sought to 
prepare us for the challenges and persecution we will experience. May each of us heed his counsel that we may 
be able to remain true to the faith. 
 
Our next lesson will address the three letters of the Apostle, John. Like Peter, he was also an 
eyewitness to the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. 
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